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It 100k moee than just guts 1o ride for sixty oo days.
It ek the best equipment made
YOU KNOW YOU'VE ARRIVED.
With irput from riders like Mike and Ian a new
Diamand Back has been born. We call it the Arrival
The Arrival is built of full 7000 serdes aluminum
alloy for wltra light weight, and a chromoly front
firk for sirength whete wou need it most,
The Arrival comes with more quality features
than any other bike in it's price range
But don't
oaur
word for it
Tt ride
an Arrival
at your bocal
x ; 4 Diamond Back
! Mike and Dan Moe did what no one else had ever desler today
Mark Slote Cin ronderrs 15 done, They rode the entire length of the Continental [Hamoad
Divide on their Diamond Back bicycles. Back bicycles
ik T e THE DIVIDING LIME. are available from
i Ted Mands AR Compathe 10 | The Continerital Divide s undoubsadly one of the profissional hike stores nationwide

mued difficult trail systems in America o iy 1y o
Compaonent Updone What we found o 12 " Ty g

T e 2,600 MILES AND THEY
e =3 CALLED IT A PICNIC.

mountain 3
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Ediroe’s rcines What wie're chour &

Dennis Coello G up a8

ae ] ks

{

Fat Tire Bike Week o0 3 3
Chequamegon 27
Ross Srage Race 24
. Dilke Weekend B
Henercii Dot s candl el scuned gesad? 28
keeland How alboart bt springs oiver o cold nce? a2
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' sittieg in front o my computer and
#laree cut The window at wikdliowers and
green aspens. Moustain bikers decied out
in egdertul closhes with rain gear tied
argund waisis have baen drifting out of
Ioewm and keading inio ik kalls all morning
Ir's the hisght of the semmaer cychng
season, the irails are in perfect shape, the
mountins shisom in color, e my mind
struggles with thowghis of golden keaees
wcabiered ouer Torest foos, dricd hudks
of vl s wanang ® he wired, and
ireine glistening on rocky summiis. Winter
may even bave struck in full sirength by
the i o read This

Thai's the ¢ af the magazine
business. Instead of Iwing i the preserd,
ekl bnee in the fuhare. We plan
magannes around the chmabic reakies
that wall eximt when the s kit the
raw-stamids, not whal's oul the window. |
think about sia e Fd kke 10 ride (his
vy whille workrsg on msges you'll read
this graming winter. While thai provides me
with & sensa of parspicine on the endless
trivia o claiby affairs, it slia speeds up the
passage of an abwens 100 shoet sursener, |
el evryseld panicking al not baing out i
thi hills, explonng rew trals, revisiting old
friends dacenered in past years. The
reaiEatan that Fve ml i remotbely had
oy Bl of mddieey chis semmer spars e iao
dresmieg about cychrg Baw’s
bk w exploring Mew Zealand, or
CRCADIRg 1o an adveniure laden trip scross.
Kenya tkis winter, Thar there’s litle
charce any of chese will come true
detracts raol o whit from thar
FLITT¥S PPR

That's wivy we'ne rurning sscaps
siories b winte, W may not dursehas
bt abli go Ay off io Hawad dar & monik ol
cyvching anel swvernmong but 2f least we can
by ghare the thidl &f d5ing s
= arw the Bght af ilee end of
i e 2 erulliialy bang
turss of breezing weather, snow starms,
arsd hours mding the rollers

Mot ihat everyome puls sy the Tai
Efgs for (ke wemier; Southerm Calfcersans
in parliculss esoy year round cycling, For
e =st of ws, winder ® when we dream of

&

—
Places lar away, places af hot sn and dey
i, places Bue Australia and Scuth
Amsrica ar, for something doser 10 Fome
Mexico, the southern Ariona desents
Dwaath Valley, Big Bend, Florica

This i the first of our escape msues.
the last issue of ‘85, and the ninth since
dure, 1985 The fact that Mountain Bike
Masacine is stll in pro n & year and a
hall later i in itecll & notable acksevesent:
B of rew magasines de helone their first
woar is completed. Readers who kave been
with us s=mee the beginning know & well
a5 wr berw muach our magazine has
changed and gown

Mountan Bike Magasing has
estabinhed tsall as a quaity perodical dor
enthusiast off roaders. (Notice | awaded
saying “the most respeceed”, 1B wreersal
oyehing magazine claim 1o Lame | We doin't
sitemnpt io be something for everyene
We've lacused om one segewnd of the
#rdire cychng spectrum and intend 1o
Fnaimiain that locus
2 We've been acoused of Bing
wnobbah” by one periodical dedcated
o ol ntac] cpcling (another raw one
rurmaned 1o be comeng cat this fal) and
we've been accused of heing ants soad
rickng. Meither are the case, We'ne simply
maeanlain beking enikeiste eager to
broadcast o the world  just how
gEwal This &port is. Mews-@tands are flled
with magazines written with & generalist
approach 1o cyclng. Thoss masgazmne
e o parpose and we have i argument
with what they da; it's just not ous
appeoach. We're prowd of being alfroad
enthusiasss and are onby oo wiling i
patmictically wese the Sag, 1o beudly
sdvocati that these Amoncan-borm st
tired flyers are the best thing 10 coeme
alorg for cychsts since peeu=natic fines.

We've grown steschly because of your
anthusiastic neeoption o our effoets
Somstimes we bear complaings from a
rrarmlacturer #hoiut & product revaew and
somitirees readirs call or weite 1o voice
Ibwiir dffering opinion on a setsect. But
without [ad, that ragging is offeet b far
more peaiie on precsely the same subect.
W can't please sveryons nar do we

—— —==

amempt 1o bl By and large, we've
receitvid dverwheling support. For that
we thank you

In answer 1o rumenous requists for
M@ SEUQS Per WHEar, Wi T continusng the
t-monihly feemar for the immediate
Buture. W appreciate the complment of
such recanesis bul more o per yeas
are out of e quaestion o thes tims, We'll
abn conlirse our focus an places 1o nds
bt s need wour he'p ba do so. We need
1o hear abunst 1hose places belors we can
send a writer there. Even betier & o
iecere fimshed pieces. We're shways
hearing, usally second:hand, about greal
places In nde but gettes thare snd then
Wiy up & $tedy om the place lakes more
Eimer than sammer seems o hawe. So
shways booking foe desinarcn
cycling paces. Some e enay pass befiore
theey finally get published bu! we a5l nesd
e

We also receive reguesis Ine more
techrrcal mdormation e bikes and
components. [l we seer 10 deermphasize
the technical, #'s ony because other
magazings already o & thorough job of
arvahusting components and frame
malerials, Rather than duphec ating already
arcadable mlormation, we've elecred 1o
approach the subjedt fram an expariential
Pt of view, Besides, vour local bike
shop mechanic - # ke (o she) is goad - can
prowide lar more reluble mcrmation than
any magazine echior

Ther bodtonm brse with s i how does
1hee: bk handle in fhe bache cantry, bow
g the componens periorm wher caked
ity mud and weeds, how de thiy stand
up 1o the svevage rider's practce of
mnoring his or her bike's mainterance.
Subiec i companents to controled
labaracary tests will niver be as elfocthe
af wabchany them survive the kingd of
el ridhers sulbsect ke fo

backeousniry lar sy from thise carcfully
maintaned dirt rosds that so resemblo
e highvays 1B only the bls

descover that your aparklng, wond
aperating moust oo bloe thal ghdes

Mcasrsen Blbic Magaring Mo Dec 1985

| town more smoothdy than a
i running for office has o
rerperaily fon o, grif, sficks, and weeds
o can make a small boy galous. ¥ou

W, Do g bong o enonth, chean and

Al yiar nirw bike aller every foray into
he woods bt Bhe fime wll neviably

w i U SER putting off th

g for a few trips al a teme. That's
en youll find oot exacthy hos good
e comgnents really are
Forge: the Lab plow into mud wp 1o
haabis, [ster 1o the weeds and siachs
enaresbed m your spokes, ool the

tres Thudding info b assoried obstackes

s youar pah Teere's the true bewt of
e n hikers joo

wgerhy puruse
s are your kocal mechanscs, not
sz lor abuags presented

2 g T bicyches.

s partizlly why we appear 10 de
as e he boc heocal asguctd of

g Bt there's & second and
Important neason cur basi

wea! relationskip b the spoet. For
baking s a receeaiional

The equipmsnt & simply anatber
talles us 1o parsue

v enperiences. [f's easy 1o gt
caught up in ke eyl Baell that its
{nar in Berrgeriben. Cartainky we take
e in beauidully cralted and

Pt nareg ercmin bain Baloes - such
machines are worderiul 1o fde - Bl the
TEASON W o D in e Ered place 1o
pcdal through the bachcousniryg, not ta
WrEwesa out (Fiends and nesghbeors.

W ko the challonge of nding grarky
sarrghe-ivacks, climbing sieep hills ower
rocks amd ruts, fhing down rolling bils,
dharlireg through the wnces oser a
chackérboard of sunlight, and charting a
BeRRIIS NeRile (e priviousily wiisplonsd
rerrmun, Thiri's nathing better than the

By overcoming a
series of obslacks @ path then
reae hing some remote spot bigh on a ndge
with nothing bul widernesa slnetehng out

batfoee pow. O discovering a grosm-cver
trail beading 10 & besver pord dheep in the
foress. Cr sently pec:
carapy of beaves amd ¢ il fing am
ek or deer grazing shead of vou, tatally
unaware of your presence. Or §
<resting 2 bow hill and spetting vour dhusne
destination in ihe dstance

That's what mountas bising s all
aboul. The equpment s only & means, bk
a snorieler’s mask, o rumner’s shoes, ar
artist’s brush. That's what Mountain Rike
Mugazme & all abwat -the exhilaration, the
challenge, (b oy, the adveniune, the
peoph. That's what Mauntsin Bike
Magazas will ahwms be 3hou *

Backoountry Publeabons conssts of &
c group of poeopks hers i Cressed
Colanda. Part of Bus group is
Hana Dadow — Editor
Himier'y Schapper — Al Dirsctor
Mars Walers — Adwriising Manager
v SCRADPMIT — Bukihics AManager
tributing SO0 am
LERFR Slate
Cwrnniy. Colbo
Toresa Sracion
Frars & -1
Gary Sprung
W work hard 19 pul owl a quality
o W ard weltome quers ior boty
wed. CowiBCE Ul it

Buiw

820
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niry Publaissas
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OAtft itz Roadl B

Cﬂe‘.lﬂ burgeomersg crowd of joggers-turnod bikers,

(Ehase wha hane apled for o whisss 1o
s konees and vertebras, 1o escape the

wat yiekd purest koking, high-co
contan i [ P

filtration method purifers on the

Miedheal Supplies: Yeah, | know i

dar wirrgish 16 woany aboat paching usl
thargs, especially f the planned nde = anly
2 of a wewkinder, Bt think how stupd voul

ﬂlxl miages, v aes ol wlareg o dig

g 1o feed il vou pall a beader down a rocky
rt raie mondors have 3

srd el g Bbeering bo dieath, oo
Bt & b 1o Lati (hal
snakebie kit is sitting hack of home D

ahpncialky il

e are beset Rl specialy it i take & mousian bike nde which
el woeran’l sabew §has r iy comaaales in
| prénad traffic ot there's abways the cormaderation

that ong w far sway from medical stienfon
Aller an extends im bike loar Wb Can |?|.|.| mioivize bikers - what's thew viake A & sl often alore Learn 19 tohe cane of
P often asked several 1 wantch & hothy contested oriberum and not hurry® 'II-. terrai i umually gargeous ard bo ba
erwhng. The st s b emibased? O read of ihe rrabning and L s of an occasional deer or
rrobes did you cover? (] enducance micdiabny for RAAM ridirs 1o Tt oy hist Seaeral Bimaes alles riding
Thee secord is “How lon cToss our nation in ten days without at welknown, scervc brails, Fee had loc
Aondd Lk, abians didnerd Frariy heasd a tiwg glears of hops foe the hu hikers reder to them as "o hour i I ags correr! 1o backpacks
wried arcasm, coames | | vy annal? (Adgr all, ry o e comtends * Thow | eedl 1hse for establishing bass carsgs by
the most: “What kegi v i thay can ride nearly nonatop for thee |.-.;.-. i fromn tharee with
T ey coom ars that we  ibousand miles, | should ke able 10 20 was dlest freewhed €53 Wem TH 1613 —— b, ard all have special
- et ourt of bed wach day ) rendl % b po-ampahere gearing spread | or arcas cost of The Missssippi River, features worihy of & close inspecton
E T Thee probiem, | am comanced. comes My poini is e i fsrtiies 1 Swarky one i Mrninta, Puerto Rao and the Sosne negular 1our
s e b hampsr ki At that attitiace - “leter speed emphasred arenudes s b i nches 'Hrs"‘- Talwact sctapted

B, don’t reach for the t to il forma of oy st et 3 Sl 3 ] h
Enyone e B e sport. Sus s | Sigeeesl wid pressure-range pal 5. Oeological Sun aqamst bouncing o
produce o ey leiber SUggesl W L L M vey

" with a tread pattern that bas & 1200 Scuth Eads Street Chagrall mnight; placemeni - Avoid
WA a8 it B i Tt Sy Ark newdess weighl. Pack Bshely in kand
. e P cluenprng beed b and frond panmers Sor quick

sloswer than vou,” without feeling Raehing Fowr aneas west of 1he Mississippl River, maneuvering. Thes pushss moee weight

q,r.gl' ey o P

apologitic about it? And how Wil amd the mew Specisized ng Alsssn, Hawiii, Louisima, toweard Ik critical negion of ani's near
snauntain biksrs s deterred m . axrrads [] are excrllent oxampes of Somna and Cawm wiweel, the spokes of which are already
the first place cunt of fear they cant keep miuh 04 boUring tives. (TR wpcal Sury sdieming lromn ik bagdsh

the &
nid sharing loads with

terrain, buf you can

s Thes chipstecks upom your
s U tha
her is a real problem on one-day
. whene woulll be hame 1o wash up

packing bght 2
pants

ickerance of wet feet and

perat, Wast ks froen

being exchuded """" more areas? Increase I & four, you'll goon ook ke a misd {Hiegsesd an
the nuerbe of mourtain bikers. We won' b comy of “Toge
=5  loaserineg the no Try the etraphess chp/Esar trap offices first. The &

spured

o bilaes are built only e o good, non-ship grip and coviilenir bews & z mainberance of both
aewd roclk hoppeng. O by teussgsiting (e aniing option varies, th " s - pour behe and vour body
naticn that riding lechei ard o blors Sealposl: Get oot ong enoisgh for | befiome petling cul

shbdities, = what mouniain biking & ol 1 full g @xiberemon. Othensise youTl Foresi S Foses ¥ s’ e por iy ooy al

ak Was the hackpachk the focus of the i ¢ wowir whien pedaling on v Breakneck epeed, try o weakend al &
ten-year hikong craes rase thal L 0 T easy heTrn e aaf Fhe eried Crucaal shoaer pace. Days of camaradens and

much influence on ervironmentalism -or
Eat whach el b e i, S d
expenenced (hrcugh the wie of a
b ke b ihat hed the < hasge fos
Ty

o peot wrimparessed by bikers who can
dance upon cne whes! amd leap across
T, Mo i | parss o ar i hew el
al length, the reasons ar 1he tenule
| k. But
offgr only
qeminasiics and magazees which

fons, both m volumg wenhurred commerantion wilk bllow rdirs
ard blach-sky nights of boal cets and
campdees make jor pleasant tmes and
AT

e: Mourdan does aee the finest
i B i PR

& moake it almost impossible
of on the bars. Meroes ane
o The wikls bor
p froen bahmd

e Cages: 1 admit . 1 was DO YOU WANT acuaury sicvele g

e sh e WITH REYNOLDS 531 TUBING 3
HANDBUILT, IN ENGLAND AND W
AT A PRICE YOU GAN AFFORD?

aze. ['ve since learmed

g bl i i rieisied Bating cages et THEN YOU WRHT & DAWES -

Trafion, el ik, WS-
cad takes its toll, Whabever brand you i -yl

Ve of ol s sl uality frevm san gt Fisyrics 531 tied

1 ey P ity wethinst a Gl Bolts, el Jubing, For mory inioranon cal B4~

a-q.h_ haavy pack o theer backs wounting bolts.. every |,1_,“.-., N BE-300M or fgr i Wl Gk’ beieiiure
iy, B musciy bt 1w webboriahiiey B s wdhers Bhane's B ooamec tion rﬂﬂlﬂwmﬂim

we wan? B9 fwing the backpacking crored
o mndmtain heioes and introduce athers 1o
tht ey ol shiradng dovn, we nised 10 be

Feborells BRTAT DITRR] D

DAWES CYTLES, PO Bea 9334, 3ol
g, A GOMED (15015, Hwy 1)

GET AWAY FROM THE PACK WITH A DAWES

v ks wall come loose - i
o secure i, Whe

! v i ki p inpractical, | use one of
prepaned 1o spend the night away from { srvg brandds of hquid Tes-Bte” that hodd

Crele musber 4

ras B 1 e Dus 8




Adier an extended m
oltem mked several
esfums. The frel ks
mides dad Yo cone ™ (1
The second & "Hear long
Ared last, abways dieboer
vkl mate asmm, Comes

b,
bon | gy a
if iy

Fast rcesd
i el i
e B0
icdksar, Fesd I

Wi, dan’t seach Tor the
prachuce an angey beiter
il

Fwear

mal ¥ (A

I whe v or krugring af rh

1@ &l forrmw of cycling. |
frowm Beora-shoried cyck
shake thes heady oot

Bicyoke raciny s thelling, Wha
weatclh m bty o
B arthused? O read of ih ar
endurance necrssary for FRAAM riders to
CPOSE BUF fbhan in ten days wethus

.

o criferiur

e IEan

wsl by gheam of hogs far the Faman

E por brain contends.
riche nearly nonsiop for (hres
thoussrd miles, | sheudd b abe o o lesst
gt ool o basel ienzh g )

IFe problem, | am comanced
in the appiication of that attilede
i betier”

4

B rcd quitel

imparciplibly as they pass me, And the
bargenning cresed ol jagoers-humed b
[lhecei b Furee opded fior two whsnels ¢
ey el werieheae, 1o e ap

ik o ndicuboushy
g shoes | i be

A “day’s
heams s constani

winal's Fhesr

v OTGETE and
el e

d riding
werll- Kesam, gcenic frads, e had local
bikers refer io them as “sis-bow ndes” or
b howur i ~ Them i

simate 1ok me fwo days

That lack of comnmismicalion is
acciptebds; Pee grown used 1o
e srevkes. My point = b
speed emphadezed alttudes are bl
AMREIE T B L wpaort, Such an
amnphasis creates pressuse (uhibes
conschus of not) b ride later, C
nesasd fdiers. fmphy sy, "W
slonwer fhan you,” withao |
apologets ahois 17 Arel lusw
poternial memmiain bikers are dete
Bee firsd place oul of bras they car
up?

W all onow che s feret of
democracy. ceqanized Fmses
powrr. Want to keep me
burmeg o
b b ©
by that by [

hem ihe

I, [ it e

Tty Thal aling Lo
halties, is wihat mosniain bk
il Was the busciopack 1k
len-yias Faking craze - a craze f
much influence o e
that whsch could bi reached, seen, and
experienced through the us
ha kpac ki thar bed the cbar
[ors e

I'm nat unimpressed b
darce upon one ke 3 BETONA
hogs. Nee o | pass « ches which 1el,
at lengith, the reasons for the lensde
sirendgih i the st Irames, But
reminlain biki ridlies which ofler only
qumnashics and magazines whsh
eoncEniTate on graed ipe
takes of ofl-roading wil co
that enoemaos il o folks wha gimp I,-
wark 16 oy the woods withowt a God
sl heas 1heir backs.
r i editomalizing. [
e hackpacking crowd
to mounisin bikes ard mirodecs otbsrs s
the jois of shemring doum, we need fo be
prepared bo speend the nighi sy from

hoers Wi cas

1| T .

[ ¥ Teepes_iann TN

he sohulions ane smple
| et bies i plafireng
rw enadl each mighd in bosers - beed

Mo Eriglarsd, mateds
soal hotils of hosiels

ns. Swoch heoary in weekend
oy chesr dresd ol

for those of us woo prefer a
on of inside accommadations
mping out, we must deal witk that
sl o b buackpack: whaed |r.|.h,.
i, by

v 8 it up the bike n:.- all
3 Whai follows b my

TR i Ehikd ATdas

P had 5o change the gesing

ke io create & broader rangs

e pansTEsTa and ok st

f a, | increased the
n from 46 veeth 1o 48, aldd el

¥ st Inswhisil cog from 14 10 13

5 & G anvyweer e g-tw ng spread

o mid twenties bo nearly ome

L 1 has,

5 | maggest wide pressure range pe

3t i -.'I mirate rh¢ charnpireg Teed
of Enobbas o g il Rlchary
il 1w Specialioe
seroads [l are excellent examples of

T'ry the strapless clip/bear trap
T

post: Get ane long enough foe

arinaon, Utherwise poall

1 ey when pedalling on

TR A IETET.

s Ml ntsmtnin Iekes are the Fmest

ng-.-'hr-: e miade yet mangy
|

ar an the bars. Mirrors are
i and good in the witds for
1 the geiz smseaking g lrom behmd
Water Batthe Cages: T sdmit it | was
e fhe first o laugh with derision
Blackbairn casnmd oul w
avy-duty "mauntain bike cage”, |

qhe: what some people wil do 1o
B grasd. Dve since karned
T lw¢h1l e CHICE MECeTE
road fakes ks boll Whatewer brasd you

Fender nuts. water
ke meesniing beds. ey place on
Eakae where there's a cormecion
s can come locse will come looss
st 8 lackeul 1o secure o, Where

¥

kxcknutts are impractical, | use one of the

w brands of Bquid Yoo e’ that hokd

W s Fasher Eha abuse vt wiekd
o 1 applied

Spreial Cormaclaralion

1epa”, ' m
oedd ot the number of
siby mdes according o

l\l-. koounary
it I fact th sch
s that | make &

doreley maTnmg, u

gh LS. Geologcal &

sporting goods shops, a
|

Ehirgsgh ok

For areas east of the Masinsppe Rha,
inchedey Minnesots, Pesrio Rico and the
Virgin Islands

LS, Gendos Survy

1300 Seath Eads Street

Artingion, VA 32202

Farr areas wesl of 1he Missssippi Rrver,
Hawah, Lousiana,

a Survay

[Reguest an wddia, price sl and o free
copy o "Topographic Mapa
s firsd. The bookdst wil
o i
vy, though ne
ol by thee LS. Dy
F

from these

purest-lockirg, high-couning wale
cordan i, Boding i a par; ook o the
Bl armer srtbadl pe & om the markel

ManScal Supples: Yeah, | know it lecls
wimpish b0 worry sbout packing wuck
things, especialy if the plarmed ric
aweehender. But think how shepid vo
feel if you pull 2 header down a rocky
shope and end 5 Bleadsg jo death, or
werrerrier o bis too late that your
snakebite kit & sitng back a1 hosse o
it 1o take & modanain bike ride which
waan't sader than most daly commates in
iralfic bun there's abuags the cormcderation
that ane = lar aaay from medical slenton
ared often aloree. Learn to take cane of
yoarsell

Panseirs: Masy compames have
specific knes of tough, durable bags
desigeed 1otk a beatng, Lane Peak and
Madden bags comnvert to backpacks
dor establichirsy buse camps by
there with
and all Fave specal
features worihy S TN
Sewr tgular louring pannicrs can also be
asclagited bt bee sure (o secure
#3ainst bouncirg off

Choerall weight /ol
nedcloss weight. Pack
bags and leoat paceners b
manisnaring. The pushes more we
tuweard the critical regon of one's sans

in

i e e Bey
iy eachs with

pachkieg Ik
parteers

W o re brand niew 5o
| saggerst srveral shaordoa
vaour first s, |
siwrerthing about ke mainsenance of both
st hanes - your bine ard yoar body
h.' lore st our

I o v wsaed R Bving allome at
breshreck speed, try & werkand a8 a
skt pace. Divgs of camarsdine and
unhurried conversation with lellow nders
and Back shy neqhis of Foob crals and
camples make lof pleas
oven sweeler memones. 3k

&L MOounlT

Cirche numsber 4

DO YOU WANT 4 cuaury eicveLe

WITH REYNOLDS 531 TUBING
HANDBUILT, IN ENGLAND AND
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD?

THEM TOL WANT A DAWES -
Thathicn,
i bl

BAS-XUM o for m bull cokor brochure
e £ 1 pver fuslnga & hiscling

0 FEARS OF

CAWES CYT o e
CLES, PO Bor 1208, 5o s

g, A BSE0 18015y 1010 i

WGET AWAY FROM THE PACK WITH A DAWES

fined. ], M-
il with e s




C_om poﬁsitre | Bike Test
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GAUTION
DAKAR. & DAKOTA.
RIDERS
ONLY

Terrain Tamers. for those who
know where they're going

jamfs,




Wil start with geariag im rev MW
b the top-of the-hne commpunents
warked on gur Maniis XOR Compoaste
W used raro diferent set-ups. O
ennsted of Sakae FX crasis and
Chainsings {24.36,40) and a seven-spaed
Surtour Winner Pra frocwhed
IR 116 1872 1/24/28) om am X quick
reliass hub prosiding a 28-inch bow aed
Weimch high. The second was sermght
Shimano with tix-spoed Dura-ace freehch
11272417/ B0 24/28) and Biopace
chainrings (28/38/48) providing a 26-inch
o, 104-inch Fugh

The seven-spied was perlect Sor svery
comndinn we rode. Colorada’s mountars
Pequing & low gear - of beast fow
recrealivral riclind - and ihe ¥ inch
grangry cid the trch. We pedalled up
shewper and longer hills with o than with
the Ehenang gearing Replacing ke
Shimana's 28-tooth sl ring wilk a reund
26-tooth ring lor a 24-inch low helped bus
not s insch b the 22-inch gearing. Tua

circla namber 10 on eeader service card

NOHANDS .

TOE FLES ot your -
Dacial R ey Bop chpy |
iy, vy Ty '1-1:
Wrilalis i seconds

sy b W T
sanct 431515

R F TE e

cirche nusnber 22

irez i may mot siens fike misch bt it i
Urdoriunately Biopace sings are not
avaslable n 29-36 46 ¥ e 80 10 msnisn
eptimal fronl sk we had bo use a 2%
toath graney with th eriddle and lirge
ovil rings. (A 10 ta 12 ootk gap i (ke
recommendid maximum ) We could have
chargd rthe freawheels 28 cogq re o 30 for
a 22anch fow but we really erjoyed the
g geeasireg o & 12 thraugh 28
fresarhon]

(Wherther Biopace sings ane in fact
acvantageous is moot, Siamann enginuers
claion theny are assd, snitd sormpane proves
oehersise, | assume thaeir informaticn i
based an fact. Mo of us can s
unequvocaly, based on sear-ol
], 1har 1he coal rnegs are an
impacermand. But @ cval  hasewings: werg
availahle o 24/ 36 86 wi'd probably sekece
theen dree round rngs

The argumant againat such 5 low
granny geas is that yoa can wallc up a hill
as it ak youTl e 1. We dost wee. &
paTson running with his bike may be as
Last or [ailer w a race we wor't argae
that, But we're talking receaatmn riding
B Witk a bow gear, we climbed hills
faster and easber 1han we could an foot
Flus there's the challenge of ruding up a
hill When an alempt mears disms
aft Wiy ap, Qasping for air, legs
trembling, we ol e o et her
walking it eosier of not. The attergl is

pants

Mauntain Bike Moga

a prefiy hot frame
all different compaone
informatian; we o
beart. But mostly for
greal stuff. We learne

I tor start with
d by hanging
Wiw? Partly for

part of the fun. If that en't troe for vou, a
higher lowr gear rsy b fira bagt car
recommandation & go low, [f veu're
planming a backoountry tour with 3 kaded
bk o f wou're from sen level and
planring a high mourtain rde, voull
definitely want o low gear, probaby even a
24732 lex o 19inch graney

The advantage of Suntour’s weven
spewids i the lighter geanng, Mid range
shilté with Shimano’s six-speed resulied in
grester cadence drops than wilh the
soven fpeed. The Duracace is an especially
altractive hub, beastifully rndsbid and
designed and kighter than the Suntour ket
wherther it it mecharacally superiar is o
naiter of asgument |h|..u9h (=50
mechanics we spoke 1o soem b kean
Sorwards the Shiraro, They o the
bamariegs” can-board placement g that
5 a stranger design. What they S B
wak the diificulty in acjusting the freewhes
if ploy devalopa. In fact, Shimrana sy il
can't b dome butl evidently it ean be wiih a
wpecial tool. Mast also peaferred the koo
balls thenigh some racsed the point that il
the left-sde race gets pitted, it ean® b
raplaced

Sumviour X hubs use casssl
cariridges ihat sre easily ared mex pensisey
replacidd, Thoae wh preterred the %O
huby would have liked to sew 0 Saperbe Pea
& 130 spacirg because it can b iy
dr-aasembled and repaired rether 1hun
Fawing to replace the enilire castridoe.
Thery adser lued the Superbe Provs iner
finish. Some use the Saperhe Pro rear buh
sy, replacing the quick releass
shirwar uith a nuited axle

So whal's the Snal recommendation?
Esther one i excellera. The Sumiouwr's less
expinsive; the Winner Pro freewheed is

Mauntam Bke Madurre P Fies 100%

usted and lubricaned, be XE
oot are chaap and quick to change;
ugsitba Pro cartridaes can b
assenibied. The Duea-ace keaks great,
may be & sironges design, has loose balks,
vl 5 lighter. Take your chosce

The samee wiars e for thae Paxs b
hubs we tested, a Shamano Dura sce with
Arerya RM-20 rems and a Suntour Superbe
Pro wath Satugee X2 rims. The Superbe
Frosporied only 32 spoloes raiber than
el 36 for off road wse but the
t5 wete sl pretty much the sams
s wlood up equally well, The
1 are a bit Bghter but some felt chey
stanied up o iede loads as well
vy weas. wmooth and even and, sller
Eeeak-in perod and spoke
drsg all whils maincained iheir

et s Lkt longer since le

% a bouch thicher. Meverthiless,

reres oy oy last a ceniple of years

Jue 1o sdbiveall wear caused by beaking
Davalleurs were again a sbghily cdd

all min. Wich the séeoen-speed, we usad a

Suntour Sprint in back and a Suntour

Cix M- i front Bt with the freehub,

we used a Shemana 600/ G5, Front

[ sielection was leroed bvmme of

i 1.25-inch soad tube, If we'd

e By pery b froen Momtansis

XT wath a band imstead of & claimp,

wonild harne theawn ane on but they

axtrps, We also briclly wused o

KT lavadalde far 1 25 inch fubes)

.' I wwale P Busch o the Cyclone. The

sreascan had nodhing io de wilk 1he
bevalleur's performance. The KT is hoghdy
gerched s righthully so. We just Hed
Cyclone's cleaner and Eghter deskpn
ehimgntie nod baing deskqned fea

minrdar bloe triples, s perlormance was
excellent, The only shift f libored was
fram the granny 1o ke moddle chain ring
ot s bl the MC. W by '’
appreciste the XC's achion bacaiss wa'
wsed o the deralleus’s spring shifting ¢
chain down 16 tha granny rather than
pulling i over with lever peassure

We s decid
sheltorsg w8 supencr because of the obdity 10
moee the levar while coasing down &
short hil in peeparation for a climb. The
T we spun the cranks, the chain
dropped down and e were off wheress
tha XO mequires dragging the chasm down
wahde pushing ihe lever and s g the
cranhs. Snce most down-shilts are
pehenmed in chulienging conditeoms, we
tound the kghter action of the spring
actuated dowsshilt easier to perform
whaen bosmcing over rough berrain, B,
and this is an impertant but, ke spring
ac o divalleur requites supsetios fider
cormciousness. M you blow the shifl down
o the granny, pou might not be able io
sbalt onci you're on the bl Thai's where
the XC s s impressie s*#mg under
b

The Shirmano Deore XT s a beautdully
shifting wide range derailieur that works
ard leokis great and has 2 hghi, positoa
action. Shifting down bo the grarsy =0l as
quaranteed {assuming everyibing's
adjusted properhd as with an XC but then
the trick 1o clean shifting bes more with
th richer's. aluill than with the mechanism
Far matance, while the Cychane =
gerarally ot condidered 5 wise cholce lor
triphis, il peevloemmed perfecthy for us s
ko s wr eespcted its Brevkations and
mever altempled b vhif under load

Shifting the Sunicur Sprint resr
deraileur also demanded a high degree of
midir consciousmess. [i's a o
and our gear range exceeded its capakiliny
a bet. S veir el wsed the theee largest
cugs with the granny, all the cogs uwith the
middie, and the three smallesd cogs wiik
the keg chain ning. Accidentally shilting
onbo Hhe by rng while cn the bggest cog
could hawe broloen the derailleur, an
expensne consequence. A ikor! cage’s
ackantages are its enappoer shifts and ral
having that long cage hangeg down (o get

caught on beush, ete. The Sprint’s cnly
annoyance were the shaht kever
admsbmenis absays Pifuaried 1o elimnate
drrveling ratile, partially caused by the
sverrapend's closer cog spacing

The Shimana 500 G5's kang cage &
dlisigrwe] bor widke range, bouring g
Thaugh the nommally prefermed rear
devaileur loe mourain bikes is the Deose
X1 o Suntour XC, we peelerned the 6000
action ['s surpeisinghy precise considering
i3 ity o drag the chain from a 12 clear
up 1o a H-tooth cog bul 1hat long cage is
mide @apstiid b0 dnagging than a shorier
design. [The 600 is also avadable in the
shart cage, 5.5, version bt it's range s
maoee Eevitid e than the Spned's. ) The
wate for the Spret's shorier cage and
cnigper shalting was unanimows. Bui il wour
ahilling skily are sloppsy, vou're better afl
with & king cage derailigur, We also used
the Suntour KO rear ders ke and s
prriormance was oqual to the Shimano
Dreore’s but nol quile as sharp as the 600
G5's. We alia found that the Sprint
maintained a higher kessd od performance
wiwen boaded wilk mud and weeds then ik
kg cage devalleurs, rathes odd
consdering it's basicaly & rosd racing unit
The cleser spacing of the sever spesd
Ireewhee] didn't even mterlone wish the
Spred's acikon

W wenl with Sumiowr XC brakes from
thee: Breginning, not even considerning
canfigvers, We've used Shimano and Dia
Cirnpe cantilevers and Sustous NC and
ML Spori and Wildésrwas Trad Bikes
roller cams an a variety of bikes lor a
coupie of years. Well be the first 1o sdmit
that Suntour’s version of the WTE roller
caEn has v fully performed up to its
theoretic abiley but i our cpinion, when
properk: s61 up, 18 supenior fo cantibvers
Nt thal there's amyhing woong with
carflevers; ihere Bet, Rilley cams are
st Batter, W alio profer the XC over
the XC Spoet contraey fo many another
o Wi ndder o Iod of biles vath &
bt ol brake corbenst ons and are
corvinced ol the roler cam’s paperiority.
Far the very bast braking , we haven't
o armthing vei fo compang o (b
WTH raler cams [1hat opinion might
change in the next morih o o) bul their
expense prechudes thesr appearsnce on
wary many bihes. The nest best bet ae
Surtina's NC brakes then the XC Spart
andd thsm thi cantdevers. The only datinct
advantage we know of that cantbssers
bave over roler cams is less tendency 1o
clhag up with rad, Relle camrs are
samewhal notorious for losdieg up with
mazd




Eh SAKAE GOES
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Events Wrap-up
1986

Dhenpetc Last wincer's insurarce shake up
Ehere was incheed guine a season of st
this Surmner This is by ro means meand (o
oy all of 1bemn. We've pachoed & sgraficant
gatheregs m i moustam Bakurg workd not
previcunsly focused on. We wish fo extend
Our congrabulations io those hearty souls
ol thwrrw. pe o o amaleur, whe doe i the
TRCE SCena s cormpetdors. We abo wish Eo
wxlend our apprecaton o all those
spectabors ard support Pl who made
W all happen We've gol & griat spoct beve

American Handbuilt

CITY CYCLES

GI7-E25-4970
P

= Adveniurg

* Performance
i
ot
Off Road

Conry Cunselron ond Todki Dellngeles of
WTH Trek Trw Temyser, Betuseen the jour
PRS0 Mk Stroemg beorn ool ' By shofy
r top ben ol any roce ane ey Aded




By Hank Barlow

The 1586 NORBA Nationals are now
hastery ard for the first time in thees pears,
neither Joe Murray nor Js:guie Phelan are
1he pedgrirs champions. The Pro/Am
Man's race winner was, bo the surprise of
almost no one, Med Owverend (sporsneed
by Schwine) while Jacquie was deleaed
Iw Cindy Whitehead in a tght race
between Cindy [currensly riding dor
Sckswinn), dacguie (Cunningham
Adursinem Bicycles), and Mary Lee Athins
1Schwine), Cindy kel Lacouie by only
wghtesr seconds while Mary Lee was
another rwenty sight seconds behind
Jacquie. Laa Mubach, an unspossored
ticher frum Diuranga, finished fousth five
o bebond Moy Lee. Had Jacquee
and Mary Lew not had minor misckanical
problems during the race, spectators.
magnt vl e wilnessed & ferce fmal
speint, Uinfortunately ihe Seld’s
dompetitiveness biyand thoss top fioer
ik b o bt bt considesing that twe
wrars ago, Jacquer ety raced slome,
this year’s results are a dramatic
impeeramerd. Hopefuly, the erend wall
continue inlo the future and women's
merniain Bk racng will see twenty
racETs wing lor that bop position.

IR

Cindy and Jacguee had been duskng
throughout b 86 sessan, ohen
alternating wins with Cindy displayang just
& shade more sirength than perennial
winner Jacguse, Cindy's finest momers
cams in the Seerra 7500 ins Bahop,
Calfornis whene shee racde 89 out of 50
gruetesg rebes without a saddle. Cindy
wasn't alone llmhmrmﬁ;}m
though. Jacquie sullered & nasty fall and a
sustssequently injured ambde rhal saeled up
during the final part of the race
Reveribarlims, she pushed Cindy 1o the
el

Both arrived in Durargo determined to
gaar tha Mationals their best. Jacauie
P that in the first lap when she
quickly went out in tnont. But a
determored Cindy and a jasnmed cham
kept her irom ence again repeating as
Matuitial

Duranga’s Many L«.ﬁllum. PUE O G
ol her finest races io date, Sha raced 'n
most of the masor events throughout the
searn. wsually coming m behing both
Cindy and Jacqus. According 1o repots,
sha refieel mose on natural abday tham &
slree traning peogram, electing fo race
herself into shags. B sa, Cindy and

Jaceuis hive got 0 b wondering what
#wncapﬂb\!n_md il she wver decides 1o

ﬂ'l'l'lFl'l:Il-'llﬂHI Shar hasn't vl elected
singhe-rmindedby devaite barrssll 0o the ok
o\‘ m But shifs thinking abcun if
Cindy Whitehead's. FRcing
CaTERT i just getting going. She's voung,
locused, strong, and exiremely
determined. Behind her Scandanmian
o ek Bess an impeessioar intensity
that, combmed with the confidence she's
ootk gaened from wenning the B6
Natoeuds. i going to make by hard 10
beat. H amyone's geing to do it Jacquie
#ill has 0o b favored o do so, She's a
trermerdous competilar with one
outstandmg quaiity: she thoroughly enioys
duing it she doss.
O o thee sporting workd's clessic
chiches is the ane sbout someans
deservirg a win. The only pemson who

1h-rnu1nm-t1hh1acmu|htln\¢ D ‘

Neverihalbess, il anyone deissrved s win
tha B Matonals, it was Ned Ouverend

The B racing season was an extendud
tpur i foace for thes impaesane
competitor eors Durangs, Consstency

Sl Mo FORE Mlad s rv adr Tl o ol mas mima

his kallmark, As lar s we Beard, b
every race he entered, vwanmng all
three and placing secand in those. He

racing
the world's om the LIS nesel team), But
withoul a shght whisper of a doukd,
by cne dohn Tomac
dohn came ol of sowdwre and won
He

10 Post recesnlain bikers unless they
a background in BMX. He's young,
.a'.d u:mng vy miroeey, His bile

- d-zvdupcd'n BMX, are

exactly what he did. By the end of

Left b0 Right Reom Young (Beekoountry Bioyoiesd slastesy statvon #9 i the ity No o wens ofle 1o
oodect thae $50 prime for a clean ran. Mastha Keanedy (Teom Sl fies phice feashir im Expert women,
e wdth Jom Murrey behine ooy fing nne of 1he few seriows bl of she counge, The winaer
frwr . Mike doedion (Riena)

i@, D s i Schasinn

Jrel, Med Ouprend (S0 A 1ar, Mory Loe & thing (5C i) Zrd, Max Jomes
oz Prardan [ Cusnrunighorn

Whiteheod (Schinn) 12,

sevonch on Ned. Spectatars at the double
huamp jump wete astounded a1 the speed
hae s thrrenagh with, landing on the
dovmsicde of the second Famp o srmoothly
that he appeared to never leave ibe
greund. Joe Sioop (Ross) came thraugh in
second and displaying almast equal
contral in the air. Third wes Max Jonis
ARitehary b with Med fourth and ridieg the
humps much mone comservatvely than
Tomac o

MNed bet Jobin go, content to fuck in
Tatinad while Jour parsued the young rides
on ks sy Mongoose. hh‘um

lap with a broken chaingtay and the race
Jor thw Natioral Championshin

N, wehy o the seceed lap had
impresshvely passed Max Jones on the
sieep chmb past the jumps, steadidy
increased his lead on ewantual second
place frcshar Max Jones. Ned locked

strong encwugh ol the fnish o hive gore
on for another theee laps whils everyone
clse appeared whipped,

Mioe Jordan (Ross) pulled s third
rght behind Max, ¢ven looking Bke he
might ba able to make a move on Max
bedore the finish Fe dedn’t; be was best,
st harging on. According 1o Max, that
wwtnh beer bat Bl t000 Fournth place wamt 1o
WTH Trek True Temges rider Caney
HKunselman Whis Mas was some S
mimutes behind Ned, a mere twersy
seconds separabied Max, Mike, and Casay,

ot the top ten weee M
Klegr (Fsher), Risks Griswal (Masts), Joo
Sloop (Rows), Devid Mayer (independent ),
dohn Loores (Ross), and Roy Brers
IWTB Trek, True Temperh. Wih three
Erskers in the 1op ten. Foss ran away
with any theorehcal team reard with
WTB Trek True Temper second

Thie 86 NOHBA Mationals were (e
bt ot The plarning was supert with
three days ol bours over local trails and
s reacds caganized and bid by bocal
raders. Uinfortunarely an esgecially earky
snowsbirim rolled inlo 1own, dumping ren

contisued of page 96



Fat Tire Bike Week

a1 wlevation. Not that that s exactly how @
was but Things bend 1o get exagerated
whaen folis plan vacations around specific

o past years (ard as & renlt of past
wears) bul panticipants’ experiences were
i, sy . Fiat Tiee Balor Weahi 85 was a
grand event. Even the weather coopersted
wath, for the mosl part, blue shies, golden

Bust this. year was diievent. Fat Tire
Bahe Week B was back on track.
Atterdance may huse been kow compared

coundry's 1op triaks rders ke Hewin
Horton and Scof Micol.

This year's races. & pasticuarly sore
posnd an ihsr pasl, were the best et also.
Races pretty masch started o time, the
TOUTSES Wt urrurpadsed, snd remudis
were fiparied promgthy with no o
ups

Bl T T Bl ard aar B o Bl css sbes

s & Favorite of both spectaton and

d road. How good i the track?®
it the beat part of a ride called the
Lo and it's one of the locals’
orite nides. 5o vaned and challersging is
riding that it's prety much our

Blreminis e Gl aa sie = Bl - TS . bk

Crested Butte, Colorado

This year's organization was excellent. Every moming
some local turned a group of visitors on to yet another
of the incredible spectrum of Crested Butie rides.

courss 50 specal was the combenation of

v, they ran up & sheap hill 1o the Brush
Craek jpep road, rode back down the
wally to the West Brush Crerk ep road

continued on page 46



Chequamegon Fat Tirs

By Hank Barlow

Pranouncing Chequamegon isrt easy;
it hadips. b0 ber froen Wiscormin. The state
specializes in fonguae fwisher rasnes, Dnce
Wi ve gob wired, then
wou're ready 1o tckie Chequamanas, &
mams you 1l hea Srequenily i you get 1o
raxf year's Fat Tiee Fastival, a
recomiverched move. Chequamanas are
the local bicwche club whe stage the event.
They're the festival's spirit and the reason
thes: hag, oo ome of mountaim biking's
firwsl i, Some sy the best. One of
those & Joe Brocee

T et a ot ol events and this is
Thar beat bacyche smvert e ever aftended
e juist off-veusd wither, this is the best
Beycie event period™

Foar those ol you rew 1o the spor, Joe
15 & fab tire begend, the first io Bl ligha-
waight. chro-moly meuntain bike frames,
and the co-designer of the Hite Rise. (Joe's
witirate claim 1o lame & lor the Srest
TAMe EveT g 10 any bicucke: the
Browzet. )

Rurerming méo Jow e i thern
Wiscoren was a bat of a ghock. The
Cheguarmigan Fat Tire Festival bus been

an eveni operating i & pubbory vacusem
aned 2 eent 1had would seem 1o hald krtle

o d

sttt bor Californiaa. Until now, no

Lt b Riigpnt Thhae faschs s vt cof
Wironen's neeth weod Mok
Frige iMortareue), chiays @ san
S watch in oy Nosh Courtry
cantgeilion. Compenrors i e
CHRETI FLEA! g LD s,

Massachuseits. Yet Jow had heard enough
abeal il b comwAnce M B pack up his
bikie and clotbes and iy east. Was he glad
ithat hi'dl dome s0¥ Atsalutely

“This & a great event! The
orgarezation the events, and the people
arit trernendous. 1's great func I'm aleeady
planming on returning  nees yeas,”

Jesit weaan't speaking ns o e Laioes
vither. Saturday, he rode in the
Chequanstgon 40, a forty.rede, poant 10
poend race. Sunday mosmning loumd him
eyching theough the Wiscorsen aoads with
compass and map in hand, emhusastically
Purssng crrentsdreeg ponds. Then o thee
afternoon, hi wak wowng ihe spectalons
i b tternipts to win the bmbo contest
and adter ihat, he entered ihe Cable
Criterium, He even held the Gxess first
Lags virmar for theee heats. Al in all, it was &
busy werkend fon Je snd the oves fonr.
humsdred moundam kers i= attendance.

IF wou've merver Been 16 northem
Whscorss, you owe it 10 yoursell to do so

background alternate with vast stretches
of deciducus forests. Criss-crossing (hose
toreats are a mace of kogging roads, ski
trais, and hiking patha. So extenive are
thess poads and trals and wo contiruous
are the woods that maps and a compass
are sbsclutely necessany bor any exterded
ikﬁof'ﬂg_

Hills, 23 dar s susitained chmbs are
concerred. are non cxestent, |F vou could
momencanly diseale the Land of all foreets.
what yourd sec from an airglane mighs
resarekiy g shalloss sea of shoat,
sometimes ¢hoppy swells sweipmg o
the dmtance. Wiscomsin's land forms are
the product of (ke grest ice sheets 1ha:
peredhall; spriad across Morth America
Lakis aned ponds seem o be evenywhine
wet stirains ard nlrequent. [1's a5 o the
land = & gt sponge stwerbing all rainfal
then collecting it in ey bollow. Motable
Landmarks oo sumenits froem b b o can
boirh, et froen are Fare. Wander a hundred

Mawies Bl.o e ccle - Bl TS . sl

aavawy from a trad and, withel a
and rrag, e could be mstantly

Mdmg. 1o the initially dwconcenting
of thess: sarthern woods s the

icipanis don'l race hard snd lase; they
Thete's just a contagous oo in
ok, aftilude that turna this méo an
epd ol st

In my mind, the Festival’s premier
evisl ma't the Cheguamegon 40 o the
Cable Criteriem; it's the Sunday g

Rowah Stull Remdercous. a wonderiul
ofienieering race. Each participant was
geeen & contour map of the area and a
compass @ he or she ddnt alroady have
one (be sure 1o include oo i your gear i
vou attend i 87), Seven confrol poinis
wire marked on the map and a1 each ane
was 3 punch wiih a unique shape. Racers
ware geaen indiidhaal stant rimes. Thay
tham had 10 get to every control point as
Iast s possibde, punch

erproned o rosds,

ski trails, and obscware tredls. Plus there
woirh abarmy thee option of shrkineg ow
crosa-country froem ors pent b another.
There was no singhe roule that was
ohniouly faster 80 evinyone hucl 16
constantly make their cum choices. Flus
P it Krrar haorsr Hhey stoced v wise
relati o argore else uned the race had
been completed

Watching i o mru v
crmivod poant from beur diflerent directions

and then depart in separate dinecliorn
wasn't ursual, Mor was it sirange o
waleh & growp surrounding one contral
point politely walting thair o 1o punch
1heir cards whilie carmving on
comereations. Bul the momant thiy were
back on thelr bdues, they put the hammaer
dowm 16 the rext poind.

The

mouniain bior ofenteering ivent, ny it
ol ik it

The Chegquamegan 40 1akes place for
ma! of s dilance on dirt and gravel
viachs, but nof Al of it The st gart
folloms the world lamous Birkebeiner sk
racing tradl, The brall i a Ty loot adade
swath of grass windne theough the woods.
Rading it was sirange. The qround was
salimated from heavy, late susrener rains
arl the fires sunk inlo (ke grass and soil
mst encasgh 1o requine bower geans thas
that terrain would nosmeally bave dictaled.

contimeed on page 45



Ross Stage Race

1 was & cold, windy night in serthern
New Hampahee uﬁmwhﬁrmlhdﬂ
wh.whmwhnd

Bataded south W whepped therough and sent the

Eightly pached with faod, bonks, and flappsng ke & ribed up en. Surehy we'd be

caengung gear that there was barely room better riders than we were campers.

1o . The cramped space dd nothing 1o Duwn crept up im & gray log, simast

it the long dene 1o ¥ sniscerniide from nighe W were standing

Wendell State Forest pass any faster. We around the regstration sres

pulled o the campground and waiched a somathing to Fappen when the queen of

mﬂ.\::d« lnd leaning Iurl»-m-. ] by
tenis, on and t

shadows pass by our windeows s we

The shocks gaee an audible sagh of
rﬂmnuwﬂuwﬁwn. ation complele, il wes time to
mmhmhﬂnhwn! check-out the course. The start/Snish area
dragged out our antique Coleman lantern was curtained with Sapping Ross Bcycle
and attempted o bght if. The lantern Good tunes and concessioraires
prompthy eredd thin almost blew up o thar carnsval + W
inmy [ace. Wi reconcled oussehes 1o decided 1o ghve the courss a trial nun,

night vision. A shurp v The 2.5 mile corcist began with a Asi
whisthed chrough the campground whike wection for about & third of & mie on & dirt

road lollowd by & sharp night fum up and
over & small bump, The courss then
leveled cut before dropeng down & nathed
dirt rond. The smoothest e wiss on the

) €

tar heft. W then peclalied in O gear
acrond a flar section, the lastest ver
lmhﬁmmd:hhm-ﬁlh;phl-
Ly i Furn raed wat
baies. The 2 s
race

turr became a favored spot fos rode in leaning an her hom

Tha epeed carried inio
the turn here dramatically tharm in thee rervice class in both the time-
the diflerence between the peos and the trizls and observed trals comgstition.
Time triali are & race against the clock,
Mhmuhww cunce of energy i enpensed an

ﬁvﬂl?_rqhhﬁmdmhmkm uﬂm;m:u':lun inot put a foot
FeTrain sdction regured precise down| & variaty of severe obstackes
shifting, braking, and bike harding Tus Foclcs, etc. We had fo folicw & narmow

hundsed beet befors the finish ne was

mhr:himu,ummﬁmh-rd burns where we had 1o penp, peist
mu&%gw mhmwmmulumf

. dérnanstrated pros, its.
i b0 gl off, shoulder the bike, snd run ) ( Each day's welcome reward lor our
o the ek, effcrts was a bath in a rearby pord. Mie

Fgc fon compleled, we
walched the pros sprnl oul of the gate lor
& o lap G trail and reabized how hard
wet wenild hawt 80 ride. Then it was cur

Mountain Euke Magasew NowDiec 1986

We were standing around waiting for something to
happen when the queen of mountain biking, Jacquie Phelan,
. announcing that the race could begin,

) qWendell State Park, Massachusetts

Airong conmstent rcker for Ross Ray R ond Cumslmen

Trek, Trus Ty the pack. John T ot warh Med O
e R SR e s
upr

raged retreat iy MoDCIoas FRCE In the afernocn were mans chemnad
routin, | st fime aside esch dey belore erials, five sections repested fve times.
suppar for bikie maintenance, Mike had Ahere wiad Eitle tirg allowpd 10
packed a good portion of e bike shap finish each one, we e

wrry ol fent song with tha paris.

Dy b was hot, cloudy, snd umid. crash was & foss over the ars
Thet trials sewrmad to demand eeer Mnmdlwm
increasing shills. L] Sunday ured & road race

oo bt har but the day seemed for novices, ffteen for the pros. The
mwnuthfumlhndul surpribe of the din was overal rer's pro
the day. | my bike was rmmMTmlm-dm
hutrh;nhmimdwh@. mp.&mmwumhur

Mmmu:m sferaards wondering who this guy was,
out of our tent and sNaelding our eyes from His win wns o fuke either, According to
# blasing san. The weather was clear and second finishar Med
ool for ideal rideg conditions. First on [Sehuinn) dominated ik cveral
thet agenda wns a hill clenb, What was competition. A BMX background made
supposed 1o be the best of two stterpia him effective in the obsered

continued on page 44




Mountain Bike Weeken

B b ¥

Story and photo by Frank Staub

Every grosp has them: ralles,

the hippies # was Waoodstock. For the Boy
Scouts it's the Valley Forge Jamberes.
Hace car fans have and jazz
lowsers havew Mawport. Far many years, the
ey big happening for mountsin bkers
was the annisal Pearl Pass Teur from
Crested Butte to Aspen. But kateby other
importand get togeibers have appeared on
the faf tire calendar sach m the Festival in

Chegquarmegen, Wisconsin, Callioresa’s
Mammath Classic, and the
Cargorianchs Fat Tire Biloe Festival in
Meab, Lkah

As of June 13, another event can be
acdded 1o this Eat. It took place in the kells

Bihua Wiehind 86, Hoswewer, within the
mountain bile coemmunity s being
referned 10 by th name of the town where
i wos held - Jim Thorpe. Mo, the man
vobed most cutstanding lootball player and
greates! all-round athlete of ihe Twentath
Cenbarny by a 950 AP poli was fed borm in
the place thal bears his name. 'm not sure
that Jis Thorpe even shept there. Bui o &
the site of his fnal resting place

26

From ascend 1815 and for most of its

w0 chd Mauch Chunk's sconomsy, Pardd
timas comtinued through 1954 when city
officials recennd permission from the

remaena Io thair town and
give it his mara in order to geveTate & fow
of iounsts. While this may seem an
irreverent and desperale deed, it was also,
al keast = parl, an attempt 1o e the
grest atblete’'s tarnmhed lame,

Soce alter winning both the decathlon
and perdathalon in the K12 Olyspics, @
was discovened that Thorpe had
previously plaved baseball in a semo pro
beague. This nered his slatus as an
amateur athlste and he godd medals were
taken away. The Mauch Chunldans haped
that thee fwenty-ton mauscleum they buil
gl spark & revwwed mterest in
Thorpa's sccomplishments. But s
Shakesperare saicd T a man does not erect
in ths age his oumn tomb ere bhe dies, he

shall bue no bonger in mossment than the
beell rings, and the widene weeps.” Mauch
Chunl's fiw nama and new mesument
fadied ter ttract tourists.

I weemit b0 Jem Thorpe for its Mourtas
Bike Weskend and s far as | could 1oll, ¢
m_’.“ te make fisell
appealing. s a o in a
beatibul setting. The winding streets and
well hept buildngs of Brick and siore had
tha majewtic charm of an Obd World buag
et wsiths the imeriquing air ol ringtecnth
century Amercan opalence.

From the mountain biker's standpoing,
the wooded hills ssrvounding Jim Thorpe
hawe & lot 1o eller, The town sts betwden
ey st canyons of the Letagh River,
making for soen imgressive vistas and
mieresting rices.

O Satarday moreing | joined about 25
people for & group lour on a rafroad
serics mogd throwgh the: Lehigh Hever
Ceorge. For the fest mile, the road was
oovnid walk & thick Layer of ballasi. B was
rickabde bl mot masch fun - especially gnce
T ahwomys. kipep my tires rock hard to mveed
fata. The ballast finally erched and the road
smaotbied oul. Bt the black gravel which
now lormed s surface sheorbed the Juns

)

haeat and slammsed it back againar aur
bodies. My eyes Burned with sweat
dripping down from beneath e Bt |
began 1o worder f all the weehend's nides
woikd b bt this. Hopefully, we'd spand
sceng tima beneath the trees and out of
1he sun.

Adter wurveral miles we paused briefy at
& rutis: old railrosd bradge to enjoy views
of the Ghen Onolia Falls and & hsge tunns]
carved inlo & sheer rock face. Later we
ook another break a2 & boulder-flled
stream which was actually clean enough to
fill sur water bottles from. Thess stops
ofiered some relef frosn the beat but | 2l
longed los tha forest's shade blanketig
the gorge’s sides. | ddn't Fave 1o wait

A the end of the official guided teur,
about hall our group look off across &
bridge and up & viry steep and rarely wed
mand through the woods, It was a tough
limb - the kind that allkeas you to stop a
and watch the birds. But at beasi it was
ol of the sun.
Al ks bop, wat entered a leiry tale
foswst of small oaks and thigh high Sems
punctuabed hene and there by bushy
explosions of Pennsyhania's stale Rower,

Bl i SARE BE s h e Ew

iy b0 gt
Jam

Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania

The oo sensce rood dheaough e Lefigh Gorge. Sieom Locossetare of

Thompe, Pa. Hord 1o befime but these folks dink right oot of Ps sineam hare

tha mosanitain Luarel. The road held &
wpicial dascinaieon bor me becsuse of &
urifioren carpet of ihack green qrass
consiring it. In the western Fugh desert
winch at that time | calied home, grass

ridden on grass before I'd glance back now
amd thi= 10 bee if our tires were dong
much damage. | didn't see sy broken

progect lor & a8 Jim Thoeps's
schaal during next year's Muni:&
Wieekrrad.

Some of us loaded ouar ks inta the

forvie whinat. Wi sl Townd moee grass
coered roads.

Muost of our group returned ta 1oam
after o bew hours. Bul araiber ridir,
ramed Bob, suggested we explore a badly
chergrerats road that led down into the
gorge. 50 he and | gave #f a by, Our plan
was o conmic! with the route we had

tranebed during the morning tour alang the
Frver,

But the road wenit anly a short
drrance before degerseralinsg into &
modest game trad. Mow i you've ever
hikied a garne trail through a thick forest

bushes and jumping over logs are
mmhhmh,mmh
CArTing . Al ore point &
laen trew completely blockid the frail
whare it traversed a @eep scree shope.
Th footing wes just too loose for a person
with & bike 1o get aroursd the chatacle.
Thee onlly scbation was for Bob to dimb a
fiew yareds 1ap the hill while | harded up
both bicycles. Then | cirshind 10 & sighthy
higher poin and he passed the Babies b
mat. A bew roumds. of (ks beap frog
technique got us past the fallen tree. |
learned two lessons from this, Fist, svaid
gama trails. And second, sometimes

When we resched the betbam of the
gorge Bob werd in the river to cool off
befiew e beadied back 1o 1own, A he

conbewsed on page 45
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Farr et howse an whids and thi doubie.
Eakoes o passer-byes were speciocular,
“There's & ke in there™ Kicked hack
with har bt up and tiiibarg on a plasis:
film canrisier, Aliscen drew srdes. and
laaghter trom all who spotted the cart wilh
the erarege Mag gaiky Babbing sbone,

Ohar second right’s campsite was at
Beach &% (named lor the nusber on the
belephone pole near the beach's entrarcel.
Thee beach was guket and wnassuming and
Ehi ibeening was araced aih & beast ol
local fare; Lo naol, sweel potaloss, and
bananas, home-grown and conked over an
e fire, courtidy of "Grger™ Jobm, &
b i local, and his famedy.

A ptwanehy one e e seath the
felleming mormieg ook us fo Hasuna
Beach Park where we lound a soft, silky
whate beach wilh perbect body safing,
Bathrooms, showers, donkng waser,
grass, shade, and playmales fbea Abson. Jit
lagaed and tired, we sefthed m for several
lazy dass anad dressmy nights o belber
acchmate cursbas 1o the demands of
suntan mardimance, sand oltssrvalion,
and on-going water empeTature
I Ly

Tha das pass quichkdy and we soon
recognize the mitial stages of polymnesian
pagakeas, Asdinthy durbumt, wa hrally
drag ourselves awsy from the waber ard
meourn G ik sead, ey bor new
aabeirrlumes.

We head rorih past Samuel Spencer
Brach Park, a popular camping place
ailteny flled with travelers. Aler & quick
stop a8 the iown of Kauakhal fos food and
tire prissuse checks, we sel o & sarnest
Fiftewen miles later, ibwe rosd skiris the iops
ol Lava chifs plungesy preips cusly to ik
#en We pass a sign for Mahukona Besch
Park and fturn doem & tree ined, winding
resaed beading 1o & tiny park alongsede an
ol boal Bunching dock. A flock of vivid
red cardinals in an electrc crange
bougamals trew catch Alisors oyes. A
bathday party s in full swing. Hawaian
chddren are plaving in the grass and i 180l
kesvgy B 1haryr all gathared arcemd thae
Burley peeravg af Teal throwgh the side
windows

It quicikly becormes apparend this is
wheere we'l camp as ik chddren bne up
Tee rickes i the cart. A megcal evering
unéolds. Whales darce in the sunset,
comibng full breach can of the water o a1
8 tma, A croved sanding on the sea wall
cheers them on

A o yne oid Hiwenian boy
i hes us

“You ke Caucau Dood™ Yeu gal
MuMu {deeia) ba'da’ Baby? Ceten driss
up”, b states maiter of facily, "Gotia”
e Musmiu wd’ no pucas (hales), Ala, we
el caboe. Wou ke cake? MNo got ca’, only
bike? God femi® W Hioe play motent”

Mirw kids chmb into our Moss fent ard
it becomes the only storm iossed place on
an obeswase calm biach Hiours bitie the
banck % sl but deserted and we'me orce

1

AT TR T pa At b
TR L

T

ELT

4
A g AT T
v Ly 3

L] I
e LT

I

BB O (U CANTL

Tha mesransg finds us on the road
Foackrsg recnth, Within ters rradiss, the
scenery changes from dry grasslands 1o
rolling pasiures 1o besh rain farest. The soil
is mch and deep from ancient lava flows
bsul o haave passed since beva Mowed
erver thas part al the island. The srmal
Brmans ol Hivwa sncd Kapasu give us 4 sense
of old Hawas Ol store fronds resmesscent
o corner groceries of the 1950 have
been comerted into kbealth food stores,
spists shijs, b, real estate
afhoes, and b deh nghl el of New Yok
Ciey. A few local amiles soll own and
apetale small grocenies with & seemmgh)
e stock of every food mmaginable
Mamnorable moimenis a0 spend on ihe
iront stips in the shade of a Marago e,
dowring codd dnnks, and sharing tales of
cair brawds with curesn locals. The
islanders bring & deluge of smiles rom
batry Alson.

Lager that day, we éncounter the first
rafer climb of our g, B e Polulu
lookout. Pedals move m show motion. The
enby mearig bo conlinug riding W
knuearingg bt walkireg with the boaded cart
would be worse. Beyond tha first and, as it
harms cen, seepest bl the road wanders
ihwough lush green gorges and past
tumnblrrg watierlals. W s 22 the
loakoat exhausted but our effcets are
rewanded with “pak™ ahier “pak” (cliis]
puilting crasnatically st to san through thi
Late sfternoon mist

We pry oursshes away lrom Poluly's
wnchantrmerd, wrged uo by o setling sun
reminding us we siill haven't located a
campsite. Farm houses and pastures
complete with curous mukes be on
opposite wdes of the road. We peer over a
Bl edae ot the distant black sand beach
bebose then hear a voice from a rearby
himas qreeimg us,

“What's Fer ™ Mead 4 place b

¥

Litthe Taal, stll rsenariad in the Baauty
of her surroursdings, epes the nealy ol
Lavens bemetieny 1 13 & log cottags right st
of the tales of Hanel srd Gretl We
accept his invitabion to carng and puon Teal
hiram b crawd ever the lawn a8 ous bost,
Bl Sirou, bells ws of his past.

"My family used to e in that valley
belo. My mother was born thene. My
fatbwie canmg Trom the mainiamsd on a bost
That beach wsed 1o be kned with cances.
Thae peple wire dagunat Canoe mahems
The orly maans of transporiation around
the sland was by boat. No o really bved
1 FDURLENS, excep in Waimes, and
thiemg gk b 1o Fhae s bay e, &
distance of ten mies”

B, 83 years ald, has fond memaries ol
his e s & boy on the Big [land and koves
oo “lalk story” abonil s ancestons. His rale
contwrsn kong irdo the evering. We set up
the tent beneath a full moor, surromdied
by macaderg nit, palm, peochdo, and
banana trees, then drifi fo seep dragoed
by thie poserful raseance of plamens and
gevger blossanms, Our devams are rich with
vsscrs of Hawails pasi.

The mareeng armives unusaally clear lor
s alten wandswept, wet area. We leave
our bicyckes ai Bill's house and pck our
warl down b asrrow rechy bradl 1o the
baac by & thousand fiet below. Buldirg
sand casthes, wi bt o nipw denension bas
b selddid 16 cur wanderlusd.. were now
o farraby of three traveling logeibes aoed ous
fumn Fas sunarcdind sapongntall,!

Padalbeg sway from Polulu, we begn
10 experience Hawall with a beightened
agrpreciation for this island paradise, Camp
1kt night is in a Keokea campagrousd
arnetst Whinnebages, campirs, and s
W sip our teas and reflect on Bill Strout's
Haswaii while weatching Wurred sdhousties
e iiels thee dectrihid BWs, their
occupants safehy rsulsied from the
edand s rich seells and sourds. e
axgin w've glad we're rravelmg by bike lor
aur skw pace enables us to inbenaiely fosl
ihe ssbwleties of the Blireds changng
e

Linking the sowns of Haus and Wairrea
i the Kohala Mountan Rosd. The road
vides 3500 fewt above sea leve In ffeen
erabies thim drops absaplly seven miles inla
Eha cavider of coubny lown. Mentally we
accepd the challers of the chrab bt cur
logrs rarted at tha diciacn. Lesy gears and
e chirechineg dieter minatsos win in the end
as we rol through endless prsting pasture-
larud high sbove the sea. Eucabvpius bne
the road while catthe graze
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We're lled imo
wl's rindhe and disregard a saddien

parature drap unél clouds obscure our

whew arad rain begns o lal, The kdls

rekienible ghildrong gand gréen gumdrops

We sbop om the crest to pul on kg
mderwear and long sleewes fonky habit

el inghacked thsem inocaar cluthing

selection| and fo gobbie down the

gy, P i i baggs. Hudkclled
ogetber for warmth, peening at blarred

s Throusgh the haze, our ihoughis
aagialy fatiarn 1o ke ever preserd Pacific
Oy balimy anad thee bl sainmg beaches
sy s

Ohur laughter i left Barging in the

Lump air a5 our bikes plursge cueer ihe st
kenndl amel accelerale doam the long
awgetind il O cark, cormexing and

rulssng like an anemated o hshae, folows

Sricharthy. Wi ncde o Wainea at dusk,
Frred and hungny having successiully
Erancerisd the ardusas mewetam road,
whiers wa satile down lor & serious
stemgpd ab seitig & mew recoed bor meza

orurmgtion. Jsining us in cur eorts
Tomn "Dir. Cycle™ Mokallo

Tooim ks the perecs you want 1o fun il
I i are in need of a bowcle wizerd His
who i i an obd garage st off man
wirpdt, Indidde or & casual arcay of Socls,
parts, and pat about anything vou ma
wed o contmue on pour way, His
srpkaihad lowe ol kids rolls ot a red
-arpel o the shop's every nook snd
ranny for Alson's curssty 1o axplore
Chir pine froem Wasnea 0 Honakaa
snd Frally ihe Wapso Valley (Hawas's
wcvrpars! vallin) wineh sl the coast with
erir-capped Maura Loas abways in the

s Rigrimirse]. Sade povacds such as the
Mamalibas Highuwsy offer o pleasont
ihernates io the busy and nammos bt
road. Taro felds, ance the pride of Keg
Harmearnes, the lasi Hawaian rogalty B0
spered rrasch ol his lie i Wapio Valley,

o Rha bk valley Boor, Eriees nd
Merweers abound. While rainfall on ibe cosst
5 3 MERANET TWERTY inches par yar, oy &
wall mile up the valley it sverages over

rehandred inches. Further in, the raiedall

s v grealer. Consequenthy views of the
willing s magricent waterlalls are rare.

T walley eessdenis sae o bearty breed

Movncse Bdie Magacrw Morc-Dvc 7008,

and 1% =t gl fll unusus 8o have 10 wade
a0 i thee Whaipios River tis geet 10 1 harir
hiorrses. The besstdul besc b & alhve wilk
the spirts of Hawai's past ard emdianning
canoes bring the shorekee, ready los wig,
i abmisd autormate

W swalicrn our prde and lesve our
bikes baehind, walking In and o ol the
valliy insload. Moch lecal persuadion was
rexquired do corvinoe us bo do so bt vwe'rne

st thankiul when we sea four whsl
drives laboring ug the steep, rough road,
haring 1a back up ared staes guer g
Hhaey bose their wpmard mrcameniam For
RN & o

Aftér refurning bo Waimea, we head
south along Waikaloa Road through a
gecloge kaitory, The sland is the home of
“"Mauna Loa™ {Lorg Mourdain} and ker
volcanoes are ihe mosd active on the
planet. Significant eruptons have occusred
wighi tmes in Fhe basd ben pears with
smaler ones moee often thas that
Hardened “Ah ah” Lava Nows (the kind it
Fraris to walk on) hide beneath theei
vegetation. The akl, unpaved highaay
rirmaing viside swhere ii's pot been bunied
ey thie fiorms

Alsan w wwnpresied, and ndes
commdoriably oblrious 1o the surneal Wsoms
ol harcerssd molten rock. The setting
swn's afisplay of reds snd oranges
WASTETEES us inbo vk on unid it
duspprars biand the horisan Caaghi
withood & campaite and unwilliesg o
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lceland?

T g ot Ao o dresk oCanas e MOLAia e o

A man withoul clothes can withsiand
empEratures i the b fonties foe ordy so
3 before be's Borced fo do something
al That we were naked in exacthy

T e
Whant i hather us was the prospect of
wering oursehes through a crack in the

ks e & podd of water we couldn’t
wally see. All we knew was ihat ihe weler
was hot; steam rising ol of the erack nold
= e ek, Bul bowe bat? There wos mo
sy froem wbwere weae vere B0 Besi the water
wathout plundgng il i

For thal matber, we weren't even sure
was the right place. The lady who'd
v i directions coulds ipsak Englih
and we coukdn't speak koelandic. We'd
shown her & posicand pacture of a caas
with o hetipeing and she had drawn us a
e §o it - we hoped. Stairs keading inio
{1 CORURESE T & Sogn parople came hare
o 0 rad bnie the pool woudd be &
wearable, even cormioriable, temperatare
A wa were still apprefarane. Heck, the
@ eting was mnlimidating. We were
sianding in a narrow Sssure, about teenby
v it i, (e weth basadtg col ]
that lay toppded against each other ke &
Siceaherege collapsed Measrahodi 1he
T AU Wik dropping
bowered mysell into the crack and
attemptad io iesd the waler. My hands
wipped o the mocks just a8 my big toe
touched the surface. Explaining exacthy
what il Sbels ke 10 dall =0 a pool ol waber
while wondering ¥ wou're sbous to be par
bk ks o easy. [t all happens ioo Laxi
Terror i ore word About hall way in, |
reaized (ke temperalure was bearable but
| still wprang to the surlses with my heart
poursleeg iny sy (heoad, | et oud an encited
hoot, and Fevin fopped i the waber
wetib el e rreasc b wtvhe o | had

This was the loeland we had come to
experience. Wi were in an underground
pool about #ht e deep with the waber
temperahare somswhere aroursd one
Fundred degrees. Shalts of g ilered n
droim abwwer, ilisminating the mosses and
Bevra thod grew on ihe upper wolls. Ledaes
arcand the side of the pool mads perfect
#ats while the waber wes o chear i was
eerie. We half expecied some mytkacal
creatuse b dlink cul of an underwaber
eavie a5 make hims dosovres out of us.

Kevin got brave and steried exploring
the depths of (b apring. He ventured o
a narrow fnger of the pool and fousd an
urderwater tunisl. Hie could see & Lung

light al the other end of the passage and
decided 1o go B bor & beites ook
Everaually it god 16 1he pomi where a |

could see were his The cave
obwtously bad ancther cpering but he
eoukdn't tell Bowar far away thed was and
devided not 1o risk

tunngl. | was content
cortrmplate Ihe ferr

The hot springs was a perfect respile
Frcam the cormtant wind and cold we'd
bt struggiing through for dews on end
Raredy had the mercury topped By
digrioes, This spmreg was & parachie affer
a day of pedaliing up volcanoes and raceg
tour busses down gt roads. (One drrer
e all b eidd to baat us but thare was
e weery hee cosald even keep up. ) The tnip
o far had been & constan nerersdin that
thirgs will work ouwt, ro matier how bad
they appear, i we'd only e them
vdifeg Edarmation on lceland hadn't
Estan gy, There aren't a whole lot of
people who have cyched the cousilry
Korain worked with (he Amamcan Yoy
Homtel organizatio rel linally phck
woima infoersatos but ik contacts hi

sthe hasdd all ridden road bikes. Thea
perception of what was possibls difered
dramnarcally lrom what we had in mand
triveeriing the mbericr. What maps we
fosand were vague and wach wis usigae
feoen the othera. Siill, rideg acrods the
urinhabited central haghlands seemed
plausible, tough but posadhle. We came up
with a potential route alter studying the
miaps buf because we had ro dea what
thie wind and weather palterns wene, we
hapt our plans Baxible. Mevertheless, o8
we boarded ihe plane for che fligha ta
Riykjanik, our goal of traversing
intevior on mountsin bikes was finmly fixed
in our s, O 20w iBoughl

We arrived i Riplgank, lcelands
capial, only o dscover thai the aslne
P Fraiaged to bend ey Sork and shatter
e rear derailleur. Fortunabely we'd
berowgii along & spare derallaer lor we
a0 Doasnd out that o deradbsar sells for
weventy-feee dollars! That s if you can find
one. Bui the fork waas bepond sepaie. That
maant fmding b shop with mountain bike
foaks and purchasing a new one.

Al this comsed us 10 mes Thaaber, the
eaaner of what bamed out to be the only
mountain bike in loeland. His {nbar works
e tha anlmis anwd boughl it for kim s
Mirw Yark. This bright fourtesn year old
s U SEtiing up our bikes and came
rufsing derl 89 check 1hemn out. Aler we'd

ih

By Harry Hurt

exaplained our predicament, ke led us o
avery bedoe shop i town i seesch for an
appwopmiate fork. Because there aren't any
mountain bikes in leeland, there aren’t sy
sirneg borks wither. W frally kocated a
pair of very low quality, Z7-inch forks. But
this meant having io go witksur feet
rakes. | used # amavay with minima
problema except that with ewen the
shghrest load i ey i i, | could
push the handiebars about an inch before
fhe kel would resct. Pl thee shghie
Bump would send the front end inlo &
shimmy tha gave new meanings o the
word control

Ohur plan had called for setting off for
tha interior o the first full doy of the trp
beut scecaamging pants i the cagiial cosl o
ru daim plus the questionable forks kalled
that idea. We would be 100 far fram
chalization io rsk & serious brashdown
We laber found out that had we set out for
the highlands [even with proper
S wit wiruld have raked getling
ka2 o tragped in o blizzard. The island’s
center was 81l covenind with srow and
woukd pem impasasble Sar two more
manths. And even then, it may have
requered a full support team Oh wel,
gk raral lirme

Akhough we werent thriled watk the
Kea of spemding mose rene = the o
burried G an sdvantage. We kepd
maeting penpls who'd spent time 5 and
around keland and whea helped us plan
our trip, One in parficalar, 3 German
expalriaie whi thoughd we °_must be
T the devl 1o ride ket arcand
leefand,..", told us more about losland in
frve minustes than we'd been sbie ta find in
four mantihs of research back home.
Consequendly we changed plans again and
st oll for Thengwelic Mational Park

Irs retrospect, | realize our advesure's
primary adversary mads its privenoe
knean i elagy 1R we arrreed in loeland
But we didn't reslize thai then. We senphy
assueTsrd & Was b Iemparan; condion, an
gherration in the normal schemse of thisgs,
W ware weondg. At withoul
dxgaptan, avery time we loaded up the
bikes, a dark cloud immedistely losmed
erverhad and ths wind woukd Bow from
wehateser direction the front wheel was
pointed. We were hiaman weather vanes in
maverse. I happened when we S set up
Ak bikes and @ was with us &5 we headed
away from the Yowih Hostel om our St
iy o sinfing,
Thee dayr beficae had been faniastic - nol
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just couldne readd ke lobals o find ot
what kind they wene. Provieg branger will
abways devise some way ol
earnmusicating, we asbed the gel bo give
ws b bavoeiie beoe. That tened out 1o be
& Pty s way of eting good fsod: w
wsaed those tactics throughout 1he rest of
thee trip. But @ could get peeiry funey in
bakeries when tha workers argued and
dhebatied ey what tasted the best

Yoo Hoo! Hal looo! Coms cul of your
tenes!” wokis us up anound fea o'clock
1hat moarirg. Wi igrored it for a while bui
whioseeer i ws perssted. Wi keeee pou
axa in thare! Come out, come out!”
Reluctanly dragging cursehaes out inlo the
dandight {ves, even 21 2:00 am - dahgh!],
it foeafid Curtihars confronted by some
thigh schaood girls wheo had just Snished
thair finals and wasied us to celsberate with
thsien, W finally conwinced them that we
raeally did need 1o sheep bt that we would
be by o sew tharn labér in the morning

Mina o'clock found us taliking with a
group of lernbly bung over peogle
abruggling with 1hair Exglish, One al the
airls, who had st returned from an
avening with the local pobce owr soms
rususherstanchng, decidid 1o have a bit of
tha hair o the dog and introdoced s to
aldvite. This homemade concestian
shauld ba pocided af ol costs! Why these
folks weere hookig 30 Lablered becasme
Enmaediately olrasi,

We misresd the map on our secomnd
day of riding and ook a wrong turn. Our

bapposed destination was Geysir, where
we get the woed gayser from. Alter a lew
hazuars of riding, we armved at & small
village and asked directions. and found
hewr (ar olf course wa really were. Wir then
dacided 1o visit Selloss, a city we'd never
planned om gong bo. Ard once agalin, that
wenrhind out foF D hitter for we Soon. met
wap with Johsnna who hed been & loreign
exchangs sbudeni in ugrstare Naw Yok
That in turn bed b0 & wild evening in
Bewlamch bars

We had read ihat leelanders wine
i of tha heartes? rinvelers in the world
bt nathing could have prepared us foe
hat maght, ke moat Fegh- latitude
cagninies, [Ciland Fas an slooholism
problesn. To combat this, they kit tha
aloohol conteng of e bewrs B0 abou?
thegs parcent. People gef sround that by
rindineg dowble vodhias :I'.uy'l‘ i, Ther

Dreath®. We tasted 8 - once. | have no dea
wihal s made bom but (hat . some

b

The leelanders D 1o b wery
rasarvingd but ater & bew drmks, all
nhibitions are forgotien. And because
reiibare Blsdn noe [ are Blond haered and
I iy, w stocd ool Hie heacons in
Eha bar. W feli B colebaiines. Everyons
s b0 ward 1o ook a1 us and eall with
us. Finaly cre of the bar goers looked 2t
us s e Blurted oul (in perfeciby
slurred English) "Wad! Aren’ you the beo
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whi rode your btk reo toar this
aftermoon®™ Evidenily eweryone in town
i wpdm s el in. [ dacr, & dew cars full
of villagers had earber driven by our
campsine time and time again (o point.
amat, honk, snd wave

By cloding time, people were fallng
vty Slabiadis, dancing on tekles,
passing out o1 the bar, and doing all of 1hs

things deanks are infamous for. Those that
i passad cul were baeing dragged down
the stamcase and oul onto the sidewalk 1o
b i ez rain. Immagine ihe wildest party
wou'v e B b and you've 9ol an idea
of b it was Boe, but only an idea. Thae
chehards wanted 10 keep the pariy going
ared drove around wntd they lours us at
Grudmmundier’s howse refurning the clothes
Fe el berd s foe Ehe evening. Luckoly his
wite was sheeping so he senl the crew of
CTAZHS Fway.

Gudmuraes asboed us how we bad
chasan Seloss 16 vigl. W told ki ol gus
plan to go o Geeysie and the wrong furn
that changed i al. He then told us he was
i Bk chriner For ha local B arc] dbat @
wi were ab ihe bus siaton ai eight, b
i b draing the bus headied in that
chmectuom, That this very drunk man =
front of us weonld be in hess than six howrs
pleding B bus aloesy a roigh leelande der
road bothered us more than a fitthe bt we
tindel o 'l bl o wp on b offer
amyany

We slept fowr hours, broke camp, and
headed 1o the stoee where Johansa

Bl s 100E Mliw sod s HEE & bl nin Samas

Chckasise belt b vight; Carmpnilee o Thinglie
Mminal Park. shotographe: prood tal the s
downi aferw 1 Jowkingd. Mowse Mkl aeong
ogdders of knu  Thegsobaain, kbelond's
largesl kake The uweekts st porkament was
frorrmedd heve ouer J00 pears g Gepser !
Gy, Ths sl dyser erupds ol o tey foue
Lo

weid, W foused her leoking s wall o
one can after a megor baithe wath a botile
of voclicn - misavable, She stoned our gear
and pinded us fo the bus stafion where
we learmied that most of the orazies we had
et (bt Faghit B Wi Baai dfivers.
Scary! Buf Gunne was nowhirne 5o b
foumd; he had called in sick for the day
and ansghar draer trplaced him.

Thee beus book us to Geysr and 1o
Gulloloss, & nearhsy waierfall Ball fell mcat
of tha day s seeing 1he country from a
b wasn’s all that bad of & way fo g0 S0
far, wvery “Bad” evert bad furned mbo
somaihing batier. Wi had mat Thoster in
Revkievik, which ked us 1o s betier route
than we kad planned on. Our wrong in
Burn bed us #o a wild night in Selfoss, and
e wine sl 1o soe Goyser and Gulfoss
anyway, Nome of car plars had included
bweing a8 far scath a8 we were but 1hat in
puen enabled us o ek a ey 1o
Vestmanneyar, ar 1he Wistmann [ilands

The Westmann Islands are home 1o
Surtsey, one of 15 worlds newest islands,
Eha result of & wnckerses wolcanic sragilion
Thae sland is & lvang laborasory on how lde
adapts 8o a new envEanment kot e
dand ir Ehe chain, Heimasey, was nearky
dhisiroyed ravdor prars ago when a hill
mirad thi canter o 1owm suddenly becarni
an active valcano, The lava Sow wiped out
wheowut & third o ih cown and threatenod
iy chivar 8 fhe moush o the harbor, Had
that happened, the island chain's only safe
hasbor woishd Fave heen desrroged. Like
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mct of the coastal villages, 1he local
SCOn0my finvahees around fishing and #
tharyel st thee barbon, (b pisicients would
harve had to leaa,

Tt ws i seing houses hald-buried
In Lo right nesct o Pousies that had come
within feet of beireg destroyed. Amaringly,
there wenk mo casualties during the
erupticn, Houses are being rebuit and e
gt on though now in an active
valcance's shadow. The cone’s rim is still
steaming and although the surlace bear
leels good, 1t Bebws (b intense hoat balow
Heimaey i defmitely cne ol (kose places

great to visit but | wouldn't wana to b

Ciacling in boeland matans cycling in
wame strange concitians. The mnain babile
is with the wind. We'd been wanmed shout
thit erratic winds bust figured that the odds
would givie us taduinds at least past of the
tima. We ended up with & taihwind for
atenil e males one day, That was it Fos
our entiee v,
O our way out of Reykjavik, we had

sidin info the wind, On our return from
Heimasy, riding the opposte desction, we

sunglasses amed bandanss. Stil, all sur
carglully chosen layers of clotking failed o
sl ouat the arcts chill

The tmgtation io stop was canstant
bust tha Lwva plairs offered no shelter. The
ooy place for a break from the cold was in
the other persan's dralt. Thes bed 8o a twor
man pace bre with oes destination © the

wiparaded by a bus in the heart of the ity
aned that stanted us om 2 wild gamae of cal
and mouse throwgh the tralfic. The leader
would pquiese

foesghit an even stronger blow, Adding to
o sirugghe was the ever present ran
driven throwgh any opening in our rain
gear, I we were 10 belivve the wind chdl
chart on the back of our therremeter, we
were afbectavely riding in the madeens. n
wperred colder than that. We woee
Realamclic wool caps under our helnets
whil cuar fnces were covred by

abwvays bend ome burther mio the courry.
Tha highiight rade of cur trip started altes
cur soak in tha cive hotisprings. We'd
spaent tha day viewirsg the geclogical
wanders of the narth country and whils
soaloreg our bches sy, decided to ride 21
night ini the hope of seciding the wind.
While wt were decadreg what to do,

e MILER™ Frutomm

WRBANLE — [ 41 b el W
L ER bk i it e By
b sy s bl

LARCE CAPACTTY — Flenty if resm e 5 1 it Q0P
e el T PR ——"
]

DA BT EEN - Waterpeosd fevibev hemgn
Pengn duy avd e e

e L ) Nenerjp———
# tian

EUTREN POCKIT — b ey b o i
e

WEATHERFEO0F . Sl fevems il ke il
Bt Lprg it g 1l e v sprmengs

Running — Biking — Endurance Sports
WHEN COMFORT AND BALANCE
ARE IMPORTANT YOU WANT THE BEST

BUvAaBeL " PRODUCTS
100 MILER™ — The Fanny Pack Designed
For The Endurance Athbete Who Demands
The Very Best In Comfort And Balance

some locali arrved. Most used the rope
rathod of entry inte (e pool. We were all
sitting on the ledges when suddenly, lirge
bubindes foated 10 the water's sarisce,
follerid morments later by a figune gasping
dor air. H ik locals hadn't remacsd so
walm nbout the whole thing, wa na doube
wiild have thoughl it was the Creatuse
from the lewlancic Lagoon

Ancther pool aboist 80 leet dosam the
Firwe e connectind o the sprieg by as
urdderwatir turmel. Two kiks had put theie
fack eraaks on and mads the sabmaring
passage - in alrenl total darkness. Alter
taking a fiw breaths, they dsappeared
‘back o the rocks fram which they had
oM, repsating the adl a few mi
later, Hoevin and | were glad they hadn't
appsared whan we wire the only twa in
the pocl. We probably would heve scaled
the walls. A few minutes after the kids'
departure into (ke depths, we were
haaded for cur bakes.

The weather hael changed while we
were soaking our bones. Clouds had set
n, vl the counbrysicle in a Bght mist. b
wak eheven at right bt the sun was still
up. The dmreeed lighting, the misz, and the
lack of wand gave the rice a chiling
mstique. Saghes and sounds were muted
Thae et turned info a drizele 1hat seemed
0 hang in ik alr, waiticg for us to cut
through it. Our senses were constantly
decenved. We'd thought ws were climbing
& moderate grade unid we heard the
sound of warer lapping on the shone of &
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lake that appeared nexi to the road. We
periocbcally bost sight of the shoreling but
NarueT rota abow i,

Finally, the drizzle became hemvier and
wit bagan to cheb. We could see the mad
g up i frond of s but where it wes
heading was obsoared by clouds. We
clismbeed further inte the miscs whiss vague
shapes of farrshouses loomed in the
disterice. Uriddentifiable bird calls came out
of thir drizzle soon followed by
unidentifiable birds. The entire scene
seamnid two dimensonsl, Owur degth
Prephion vasished s the clouds
thickoensd and blocked out the mdngha
sun.

Adter a day of just kickerg around the
counbrysade, baing om aur bikes fell great
Muscles comentedly refaxed from the hot
swings and the fsct that the was the
darkest that we'd seen it in almest fwa
warehs added 1o our exhilasatios. Much of
thee ricke passed in an srent irance-Ghe
state. We jusi hapt the crankarms lurming
wxchanging fiw words bor miled 82 a fine.

Had wi been in a bus, we never would
huwkmthgm'mlﬂ#q
through the silence, stensng ta fint cries
of urseen birds lost in the fog, or watching
subsle detads i ike shifting landscape.
While drsvers no doubs cursed the
unparid moads, we were thriled by them,
Cyling that right was an experience Slked
with lielong memories; i was one of the
sl timees either of us had ever had,

Ohar destizution was a spot on the map
called Lauger. A1 lrast, sne of our g
Fud called it Lawgar, The odher showed no
sgn of civilization there a2 &3 while our
camping guide Exted a | campa

risghe, Ihen wail inside.

We felt bad about dissurbing him and
mmﬂhnobabh-um'rlmlum
about it eithes. But then a few minutes
Later, whidit we were setting up our tent, he
came back outside, bed us b0 the school
busdding. and unlocked the door. He
shaormed us the restroom and pointed out
the Pt waser. The last thing we'dd
wapecied a0 twa in the mesring was
hospitality and a hot shower and he
then said we could epend the night for
froe! Then he shot a curious look towards
out bihues, shook hit head as if we were
crazy, and dsappeared back into the
hatel.

Soenewhere arowund the crack of noor
we pached up our bags and set out far gur
Last Bl diny of rickerg badre returming
haree. & long chenb and descent bed us 1o
& wtarkly beautitul wateriall just off ihe
road The entire island would ke o
Mational Park in this courtry while the
Iewlanchers seerrad 10 take # all for
aranted. But bhe heve, there are people
whe lowe thee land and these who dost,

Oree of the most interesting people we
et o the trip was an old man whe ran
tha wouth bestel in Hveragardi. Wi calied
him Randy only becaisse his real name was
mcenpreheradde but slarted with
sometharg close to that, He'd been a saidor
aﬂnmmﬂdmrwhr&
@l Emaginable, He desceibed with an
obious ke for the land some of his
lavorite parts of the country and it spemed
he'd seen amet all of it. His English
wasn't much better than our leelandic but
that et imterbera with the pleasure of

= that gensral ares. Whethr the campasite
wak thire ar not didn’t really matler;
camging is allowsd lmost

Ieeland (except in National Parks,
sirangsdy enough). Bt lendowners dis
prifer that you ask their permission belore
pilching your tent.

Tha mist gradually thickered. Had it
been falling out of the sky instoad of just
hangirg there, we would have called if
rain. After mone denbil ghdes past
ranchiands, we decided we'd gotten wet
enousgh bor one ride. I there were indeed &
campaite, we estrnated it would be & few
miles ahead I it wasn't, we'd camp
2wy

dust a5 the one map kad sxd, there
wais thee town, A large building that loobed
lice 2 school or possibly & hotel ssood off
ta the right. Sirce schoolyards are lumed
nto camgpgr ds during the s e
haaded in that direction. |t was past ban in
ther morning s we lookid around quietly,
Then a car pulled up 2 the front of what
rurned ol to b hotel We asked the
driver i b knew where the camparound
wad but he didn't seem 1o know. Musch o
our chagrin, he procesded 16 wake up the
hotel kewper and asked him where we
crald camp. The betel keeper in turm
pointed bo the s , murnbled that &
would be O il we stiyed there for the

ad e maa el — e

ating with him. He gave us some

black bread that had been conked in
dnrm haated b geysers, and Hevin gave
Fim his first taste of peanut butter, He's
Prodatdy still got same stuck an the rool
of ks mouth

Towards the end of that last day of
cyilng Ioland, wea had the chaice of
taking the perimeter route slong a
peninsuls or going up and over the
mentain, The road ceer the top was s
ciosed duir 19 poor read comditions so
naturally, over the kil we went

Every tuem o the ascent gene 14 2
dfferent perspacta of the glacial valley
w were climbing out of. Chur tires sank
into the dark red sodl and around ihe
scaitined pabches of mnow a3 we slowly
cranked car way io the top, Once an ke
ridge, W were treated to o splercid
mﬂE%h,kw;hrw
fard. We could see all the way from the
et tcmsarcds the arctic circle, o the city
ol Aloareyri &t the base, the end of our
iy, From there, we would fiy back to
capital ity and bead for homes,

Mbuumh:mnhmg: Troms
which ta conternglate the views and our
rredible trip and feel tha cold Arciic
wind on cer Lsces bafore the descent, We
had sidden conservatively throughaut the
teip, afraid that my forks would decide e
B Comtpany with the rest of the bike.

Bt rocvsr wor fnced cour Lat Beelancic
derarball. Wirh few wircs between um, we
e off dosarms thee kil The loudiest sound
was 1 chunking of chaing taller
grars - a1 least up urtd the point that
heard & solid thud behind me, foowed by
the sound of scmething rolling over the
et Lucialy it wans only Kevin's nont
panniar that was scantered ol e the hill,
ot Kendin himeell.

Flying down that firal kall an aur fully
loacied mnnurtam bikies wai incredible. We
wefe hrirnming ouver with exchi at
hawing fuliled cor quest. Maonths had
been spent planmirsg what had all stasted
with a picture of an loelande beach and &
Late might phane cal. Kevin and | had
aiways talked abowt deing sometking
tegurthuer Bt far one reason o ancther,
our plar had shways lallen through. We'd
Eswn close friends for years but trivelling
together 1ksough that so clen harsh and
£ g emnaeosrment had brought us
e closar. There were times where one
of us {usunly me) would get 4o fnestrated
by thet contmual headwinds and rain thal
slopping and setting up camg and crawkng
into a sbiepirg bag wes all the person
wanded to do. Only tke other's
EnCouragETl kept us forging omeard.

Chus two weeh siay was only a taste of
what keeland has 10 offer to anyene wiling
o venture olf the paved roads. We saw
it f what we had originally planned on
kit the more we travelled, the snore we
learnad abeul this siviking island. We
arvie rusde it 1o the Bords in the senth or
the waterlalls in the south or coundess
other altractions. Nevertholess, we'd seen
sights and had experiences wel never
Fearguet

Why had we chosen to spend our
vacalion in lodland? Both of s would be
asked that question lor manibe afier ihe
trip. Neither of us could come up with
mrruch of an answer other than: "Why not
But we rarver really tewed too hard 1 find
orsr wither, Thent's just something shou
1hrersing wour leg over a enountain bike
and geing somewhire you've rever been
Baderre that cae’t ba explaimed. You eilbsr
uTidEﬂﬁHbrmdnn'l.*_

TOM NELL
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IS BEAGG STRETLT
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carche numbser 24 on reader service Can

Abave AN Else...

Be Tenacious!

Wherever you go, Phil's frame-
msousied groen oil is there whin
youl medd 1. Available now @
your bocal bike shop.

// Wood & Co.

153 Wiest Takan S1.%5an Jose, CA 93110
Fhone: (408) 2951 560

KLEIN EVERY
MOUNTAIN.
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2000 Cu. I Cordura  Massenger Bags
inad with Meroulte Colons: Bk,
Feed Brue,Giry 4885 Ga. Flos, add 6%
Rasta Cyclery (415) 258-2120

Mounnain Bilke Sofr-Clips
27 webbing roe siraps wirh
smong velano adjustment fits any
off-road pedal for J0%
PTOATONCE INCrease:
Color block, one size firs all,
515 postpaid ho
Alpme Mountain Geors
3860 M. Broodwory #45
Dowlder, OO0 80002

74 Windsor Ave , San Relaal, CA 94501

| SERIOUS
| CYCLIS1S

DEMAND PROPER MAINTENERCE OF
THEIR BICYCLES . THEY DESERVE ITH
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Blue Sy Cyde Cars, Camy large loads, comping gear, of up to

| 4 children. A seel all welded consruction, with 24 x 1.75

wheels (opfional ) handles off povement use, Load limir 200 Ibs,
Send §1.00 for brochure, PO, Do 7

503-548-T753.

04, Redmond, OR 97756,

saracralied by
J MAYFELD
204 N M3in
Guncsion 00 81130
FUN & FITNESS
PERFORMANCE BOOMERANGS
that are gasy tO master
ALL BANGS TESTED, SaGNED & DATED
CArDWInG iNSTrucesns indluded
TAKE ONE ALDNG ON YOUR NEXT TREE
SEVERAL STYLES AVAILABLE
write or call For price sheet
DOReT INQUATES WK OME

EHIE - 5559

WE SHIP ANYWHERE
Friendly experd service
Cushom bikes & whools
Full e of equipment,
clothing, packs, &
off- rood geor
Ritchey, Cannondale,
Univega & Bianchi

in Slock
Call For Local Racing Mews:

l:r:;ilri

In Boulder 30%h & 'Wanut
RO T- B

— BICYCLES —
Mirgata - Fioes
Fishwr - Spascialized - Klein
Mountaineering
Clothing & Gear

MOUNTAIN BIKE
Tours & Hentals
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Large Selection af AMounair Bikes
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Vision and Visibility
For Cyclists "A"I'u:l Demand More
by el Practsie, §
g g
-"""‘ HALOGEN Lighalng Sysems
i o e g g, byt
m\u-pm- b peb, rkarpry meny barfear
& Systems Avallable From 869,95

CALL TOOAY lor a FRLL BAGCHURE
T #5R 1-800-34-BRITE
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Wi L, P01 Box | 485641 |, Soquel CAS507}
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Mountain Bike
Magazine T-shirts

These are 100% cotton
Beefy-Tees, guaranteed to
catch an eye with our “rad
rider”, Printed with hot pink
ink on a variety of cool
complimentary colors. Shown
from left to right: teal, dark
gray. navy, white, and wild
berry. Also available in jade,
roval, and black.

$8.50 includes postage and
handling, Send name, address,
size, and color preference
with a check or money order
to Mountain Bike Magazine,
Box 983, Crested Butte, CO,
B1224

BOCABILT*

2800

BLIDE 0 FOCKET 5800

= Holds wp b one guart of drinkisg
b,

* Comigriabde, conlpems o body, Sis
wnug, MO BOUNCE.

= & Favoaite ol Uliramarathones since

THT,
FILLS LIKE A BOTTLE,
WEAHS LIKE A BELT

— =
P [

e L
e |
BOHIARELT® PROUCTS | B f ) g g
IHIT M

PiL Eon 54 o
BOHLEER CREER, CA

AN = ST
ET T — =
AT STATE ar

S S ——
priey

recre—
FHINE (4051 XEA 002 6x mie

Famaraz . W R T AT 1

cembirased from page 27
waary, & fotila of ralls care by, Amoeg
tha special attractions of Mountsin Bike
Weskend B¢ were the combination
ik Noat tours, The particpants on (hese
brige cyclied up 1he Letugh Gorge fo a
peoerit whiere they were met by a
comEnircial ralting outlr which guided
them dersn the river and through the
rapids. While they enjoyed the whitewater
thier Becyclis wre trandporied back o
B by bruche

Sumday brought aseither group tour
and arsithar rew expenience. This e we
Followsed ihe path of the old Swaichback
Radrcad. Buit in 15827 1o haul coal nle
Meuch Churk, the Switchhack wes the
first grasty radroad i the LS. The rads
and s are gonw now and what remains s
& tery mie brail, straight as & Kansss
highway, bersath a thick canapy of tree
branchei. In many places the trad narmows
into a smooth single track that was mellos:
enoiugh lor a road ke, In Bct, ane of tha
knals whao came along broushd his ten-
speed and sakd he uses ihin tges there al
the time, Becauss of s noe-technical
durlace and gentle gradierd, the
Swilchiack would malos an ideal ride for
Farmibis willk young chaldren. Plas, the trai
ends just s quarter mile froem the Surmamii
Hill siore where evenyone can srunch o,

Tha tours ot The Jim Thorpe lestwval
ware grest. Mew places bo ride ahways are.
Bum the special saradacrion ikt camne from
the wekiend wea meeting other mountan
bikers from vanious parts of the counimy
and hearing about the places whind thiny
ridit

At times we Tormed some unliody
combnationi. Cangider Juy, Deimond
and Cathy, three of the people | rode with,
Jay was & tattooed elciromics Technician
fraen Virgema whose Rolibies were
collectineg knies and goireg on beeniy made
ridies theough the swamp, In contrast,
Desmond, a bicyce messenger from
Washingion, D.C. had done most of ks (al
bre cyeling on Gty streets. Cathy, &
Manhatian comguler programmss, was
prohably the strongest wirman cychs |
vy o] with, O weekencs, she crosses
the George Washmgron Bridge 1o cruise
thie dirl aborad the Now Jiveey Paliades

| also mat & pair of icenagers who ssid
thiey werie ke onby ooes sl thise school
whi rodi moustam bk, This coused me
o reflect further on the value of these
festivals, espectaly in a poung and sbghtly
ol beat sport such as curs. | guess Es just
haaman nabure io seek oul kedred spirits

1 yens'd Bl 80 b on the malkng bist for
naxt years gathening ot Jim Thoapse weite:

Mountain Buig Wieekerd
834 South Spruce Seredt
Licitz, PA 17543

According to kestval ceganizer Dave
Buschur, most of the ot and back rides
wall b replaced with circular rowies. Also,
Bucher & hoping 1o haw a group carmgmile
= 87, This should expand the sccial
aspect of an already social event. 3L

contresd from page 23

withery walkied oo ridden on the granmy
cham rng. i was pasi Bhe rides on an
et -grmwn goll cntirse with people able 1o
tidi amyrahare thowgh ines tended o form
whise earber racers had passed, Bon it
wasn'l ruddy; 1hat would come later
thie race

Visually, the: scarsr veas sarreal, There
[reeye ng dner & canped of deep,
uribrakien green while on both sides ard
over our heads was an almos? solid curtain
of green kavers, iporadically broken by
brilianitly yellow or red autume aves
Cwching that same 1rack during the height
of tha [al frassl be almost peychedelic, b
ridireg theoasgh an Ierpressbonas Vas Gogh
[winding

Evetually we exited the
Birkethwrer Trai and followsd a serws o
graveted conanly and roush lbeging roads
The ks part of the course was aboul
halbway shong when we turied cedo a
singhe-track thar chmbed a shart kel then
don down the back side over a sevies of
small rolls. Everyors's arsrgy emmadiately
michrd up as thioy iwept down an
amiorphous funnel of green. Odd shapes,
he ghosis or whispers of seoke, weaved
theemsgh i fedinge

Thee pace wes Tast and | keew | wes
making good time et [ completely lost al
teack of time and distance. [ lnerally had
na idea where | was. Fortunataly éwery
rRErsecon and trail fanction wene amply
Sagged. | knew when | was half way only
because | passed Matha Benewedy, basg
wRar s wormer s race sanner, and she had
ary Avocet compuber with which she Legnt
track of her progress, That was right al
the start of 1 Noithing
el o, just goosd
L) o 1kt witraduced an
challerge white soamaly rdins
span &8 [asd & cadence an thay
Enaintain

Ak stations, e Altogerher, wee
generoushy speead aut over the course,
each o manned with volunieers handing
o2 orange skces, bamanas, walgr,
doughnurs, and ks of encouragement
Cmbar thae thal thouwsgh, from Hagsand ta
Cable there was ramely a sign of crabaration
other ikam the roads and trails we raced
aver

Men's over-all race winner and Brsl in
ke 7534 Brackil was Scoit Flanders of
ke Flanders Brothers Race Teamn in

24500 for an wwerage ipeed of 1381 mph
1935 race winner Mark Frise, riding for
Monlaneus, was second cveral and
saconud in 25-34 with a time of T48:40, a

13 52 sverage speed. (Race organizers had
available computer princ-outs of ace
pirsulti while racers wore siill coming in
with upcates avsilshle periodically. The
prini ouis ksted each racer's owerall
Plating | tirmar, class, clais rank, ik
nurmber, full name, home bown, zip, and
average speed! That's whae you call

of garusalicn ) Edde Hale was {hird overall
and first i ibe 1824 in 24848, Dean Gaes
was bourlh aerall s third in the 2534
age cliss while Mike Anderson was fith
overall and second o 1524, Sooh overall
and thied s 1824 was Danald Ergers

Men's A5 44 was won by Steve Beown
in 25332 [ 130h ouerall) followed by Jir
Wineer (208h) and Mark Kecheisen [22nd)
Mheri's mastors (45} was won by Mies
Tielce {551k, Duashl Beavers {T0Eh) was
second, and Pasrick Lansin (745h) wad
third. Kimberles Caledonka was the Gesi
waoman (40th overall) and firet n wemaen's
18-24 wath a teme of 3:17:41 folowed by
1955 winrser Martha Kennadiy (fest 25.34)
m 31744, Dhane Culp was third women's
ouprall s second in 2534,

Tweo humdred and By compititoss
evernualy finisked the Chequmegon 40
Runring comcurmend with il was ihe Short
and Fai race, an 18 erlo posnd 10 poea
cour for these who prelemed a shorter
race. Ona hurdred and thisty-iheoe
finished this cace for a greesd 1otal of 351
Brushars in the beo races! That number is
Far g ey the largest nunsbses of
finishers Foe yet hoard of in any fal tire
[

The icing on Chequamsegon's caki was
s weonderiully entertaining anqu held
Saturdiny might af the Lakewoods Besoret,
rece heeadgusevers. The bodge put oul &
huge aned filing array of focds (as much as
vou coukd eat) fndkossed by the searnds
cevemories. The [ocus af the sweands were
1k Montaneus aluminem mowniain biles
presented to the men's and woemen's
overall minners. (Fesidis danating (hose
bws bikes, Amaerican Manulsciarng also
g mway & thied durieg a ralfle lor festaal
participart] The bacguel and allowing
abiche shawy 8l werd off 2 smoothly & the
entire weekind of svents

Lt Josr saicd. this wivs ore great evend
Even the location, the Lakewoads Rescet,
s saiperh, Thar bodkge sits om the thome of
Lirge kike from which locals report tekimg
ot of vary haavy fh, Boats were e
avadablie 10 reed if anyone Gred of the
Belireg evenits. The omly scur note of ik
weekend was Sundays overcast skies and
aubsdgaent rain that started during the
Cable Critenem but even that dadnt
apsrar b0 dant aiyonis sperit

Fos information on next year’s Festival,
write Chequamegon Fai Tiee Festreal, Box
G50, Cable, W1, 54670, 3K




continsed

poorly . There was no doubt o sryone’s
mind tha John would be a racer to
cotgnd wah o th futare. The overall
wenman's cormpaetition waes won by Cindy
Whitehead racing lor event sponsor Ross
Py les

| surpeised mvsell each dory by Fnishing
i thie 1o 1an In the nowee class
Monetheless, the racimg fock s fodl and |
became weaker with each passng day
The end o the foumth day fownd Mike and
1 Bzt enbausited and sore, | periodically
veminded Mice of his initial reaction to the
yace o ek darker; Tscunds like a paece
of cake.” The constant racing did womderns
fior oue genaral siding iechegues though
and anwsned frumensus questicns we'd
had shout equipment. | also introdusced
i b3 an impaessie array of coloaiul
chasscters and g gpnts.

Qur gear once again stuffed
car, wi hacked home full of post-race
pddiness, vowing 1o refurn mext year wath
a betier temi and more trameng. Foe
partipaled i macsy races, from kipaking
i iiding bo metocross, but new l:\-ll'ole
Pave | had more fun than | dad
by, wpentid, lasl mansmring .pm K
gave me back my youth *

from page 5
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citcle number 26

cirche 859

ceatinued rom page 21

ICunsirgham) - Brichad uathin sean
munutes of each other for an unussaly
light fisish in ssch a long and challenging
race, How they maraged 16 come all tha
ground Ehal el i il a my ;. Drs it
Ik small smber of en 5, this was a
el recw over A classic course, o (hat
ould, in fact should, become one of the
mape races o the seascn, lof recrestineal
& hard-cone racers

For the second year in & row, there
wad i oFganized g Peasl Pass
Tour, The kagistics of getting everyons’s
gear up io the campsite twn hauling the
ribers and bk back from Aspss is foo
mmuch of & nightmare. Instead. thods who
80 choose ride straight through to Aspen
via Pesal Pass on Sabarday and ase then
o fhair cam 0 gl back, 1908 sEll & clasgic
ik thcgh ibsee's defearely moa the same
rizh apirit the cverrighl bours win larkonus
lor. Bast this year saw the reintrodacton of
&N overneght tour, sporsored bee Mountain
Bk Magazine

Partcipants rode up Cermers Crock
aver Reris Divide, down indo Spring
Cravh, over [takan Pass, and then on a
singht trach 16 & campground near the
headwabers of the Taylor Rever, Bveryone
wyas ablde to ride lawi and ligh sece b
gEar wisk hauled 1o the campiits v &
aintained gravel rosd. Llpon arrving
after pome sin hours of sustaned onasmg,
it was tirssr 80 relan arourd campes,
Tilhng cups froem a cold keg of bedr and
getting ready for Sunday’s ride back io
lessn, A Iirky cashy stast sent riders
pedalling up Tavlor Pass (from where they
cnuld have sung eto Aspen m e
houss) and then along &n old minesg oo
around Taylor Peak. The feep road wed
imlo & Wkeused and a s dill
lislkerm Emeghe-track leading to Star Pass
Froum where ik tral drops iedo the Boush
Crowh diainage and b raturmn 1o boas,

Thee riding was incredible, some
seventy frve miles altogetiwr of pavement,
gracted roads, wep tracks, double-rmacks,
and srgle-tracks. Each dey's ride was
about six 10 seven howrs = kengrh,
inchading time ipera enjning 1Tha views
All who participsied were ecviatic sbout
thie racheg and especialy ke reghd spent
alang the Tagdor Rrer, There's nathing
quite Bhe & night of shiiing around
camplires, rracdesy slosies, leughing, and
wadching the stars after a superb day of
riding io natil & poweriul sense of well

beng and camarsderie. The overtghl tour

wan 80 succesful that it be an anrual
eveil

Al by i b Fat Tire Bike Whask
"B, Crested Butte left full of the kind of
leckmgs thar mads 1hs tha great evenl i
usardd 1o b Thae andy thing Licking this
vear were 50 many of ihe (olks wio realky
got ke Basiness side of mountain biking
geing, 1k Caldornia frame builders and
mranaac turers’ iepdvsenlalves and mamy
of thi tep raceri. But nom that 1he word &

ouxt gt (ke drvends are o agan wp 10
the geslity evervone espects, 1957 &
Wilness  1ong fesurgence of mier
whuar really is the premes mounda
wwend, If theve was a shadew ower this
pibde's wwh, il wirs the rain and snoes thak
Tell immachately alter most everyone s
departure. Unformunately snow in
s"ﬂf'ﬂhh B vnasual and once agair
the gutslion has to be ssknd whether Fat
Tire Bike Week shauldn’l b moved up in
the caberelar. A late Augusl setling would
probably sure & back of snow, the
speciaculas wildilower daplags Crested
Bluie s g Larssus for wostd siill be out,
and it woukl be ever easier fos manmy,
eapecally those wieh [amdad, 10 plar
vitaliord arcund, Bud bey, no matier
vy '8 held, the weather can’t sver b
quaramiecd and 1B Boitors § thal
msgnitam biang in Crested Butte duning

Fail Tire Pk Week ks siill the hapgpering
et

canitinued from page 19

on Dhrango and snow on the high peshs

Newriheless an wane Frurrber of
ridders o thae tours die
weather

Thes year slso marked b B=nl ginee
that the NORBA Observed Tnals
Championakips were held
with 1he racirg. And whal an e
Ther trials course was L 1 by
Specialized s Tom Hilyard and cossisted
of mcthing but nailugsal chsincles, This was
[ s araary tha maost challenging courss
' gren, & suapaets Aol o 1o thee
Coolorado State Championship counsd sef
7 Crested Butle the week befnre

Aan Morton retaned the title he won
80 mnpressheely in RS, I anythinag, his
pirlormance this year was even bether
than kst years, reflecting rw sxperence
b gained riding im European trials events
Ehis gurverwy. Bt even more impressiod
than 1kt was the ieemrsndous
improvement made by hs rompetiion
And not just by the veterans from last
yemns evenis. This year found a scons of
gng Hevin, Ome of those

1-11-gh'-'-'u year od

Paltida o3 bcycle imials | & 1he concepl
of ohserved trisls. He's curmently the
namber bwo moborcycle trials rder i the
coumiry and nustir six in The world!
Anather tremendoushy impresshee ndet
wanh fourteen year old Andy Grayson He
Inished third, anky & couple of points
Eetard Hyan

Thase three partculmly astoiswled the
sptators with ther abilies and
wallimgrursa 1o artenegl seerd
impossible mowes. Wihither |
sarmet b

i g
g that attracts the recreaticmal

rider & not, st watching them can
eramahicaly expard whal somecne

3 & comcermad, trials & [ar and
rior 10 Ik racmg events and the
Duranga eeent was the best yei *

Cirche rasmiber &5

Cirche namber 60
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1533 PEARL 5T BOULDER, CO
fHT| 444 =-27T5

fg“ 64‘”@"‘
WE SHIP ALL OVER THE WORLD 11 H

415-663-1768
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CALL OR WRITE
GETONOLUR
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Cwcle rember 1§

cirche number 28 on reader service card

Lone & Peak

“Tough Packs to Beal”

The challenge panraers for &
brand new kind of bie — dearlop a
systemcapabie ol wthaiand

LA 19

ing the shacks ol off rnad beran —
rr.dl- dhem ven mane abiasion sl
et denrand e e sisndaid Begs
andd_ mms of all, w a final procuce
worthy of ;r Lome Peak label The
el Lo Preak's MB Mountan Bike
Pack Series.
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