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Mountain Bike Profile

Fattening
Up
the East

Story and photos
by Richard Compton

Fail is a relstive term. Compared 1o the
customroad racing machines that Chrig
Chance once buis, the Fat Chances are
crtainly that, But compared to your
avirage chunkier, they are kean, tight, Fungry
precators. Nothing i lefl to chance in the
comdtzuction, In the dey climate af "{1.
Englard bumor, the name is ironkc scheer
Visemeent for & high-tech, hill-climbing
maching that springs from a turf long since

Bazteretd by the automabile and an aggres-
wrvely matenal chvlization

Sameralle Avenue & part of the hope
limks tamgle of cowpaths and couniry lanes
fanmingoul lroen the eolomial port of Boston
thal becasnd the city sireets of an indusirizl
reveiation and the wrban blight of a cecasng
war economy, Sandwiched Between a
lurmiture mart and a lquer store, 331
Samarville Avenue boaats a corrugated
meal facade emblaconed with a cireus-size
sage anrouncing Cheis Change Cycles . the
wastern equivalint of a Marnn Couniy
garage. Insidhe it's much the same- a fsdul of
healthy, intellgent young human beings
turning & cheos of machine tools and
chroemely tubing into thoughifully con
edived and lowingly bailt tradl monsiers.
There's nod encugh space and what there s
is furdamentally unorgarizable; only the
cammitmant of the erew - fired by the
knonsdedge that they'ne on bo something hat
kweps # togetber

e .

Chris Chanee and Betsy Earley hord af work

“Mountain bikes will take
share ol ik maskos,”
.M watched hin cram prodactian graw from
ero io seven hundred wnits per year since
1982, That grawah was promal
‘-'.r'.-'vr-".l-l h ard the exponential increase
e bor & tnaly precical Hs s
anwalling bo harand hova big Fat City Ciecles
will becomse, saving cely that they sae = the
wuddeg slage and have am abiding com
miimeend bo hand-made qualiby
A love of b

was fifscen and sieen, he bt a log cabin
an lard s parenis owned im Canada. Back
Cosnectioat, he was getting inbo
He did a year ai Earlham

sy i N Lo

esl. In 1975, he started
building bicycles for Richard Sachs ar
Witgormls LIS, He stoid (Bwne fwo pearns
then moved to the Boston area and started
i A COMpRny

‘T FLquua Pt i
the west coast mounta
Feahiry ¢ arrsr drasl sl ol
a new vendure. He gosls were, and are,

# [.‘-u.dahkflnm is sbrong, [ast, and ur.n:-d

o b estom guality down
@ range estab

climbsir, an

Thee tiree aned place were right for domg

that for whils sealdertal
all around, e was
l.ndu:r.*n e, and coTrespo
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available some

cated maching tools |
local markes warheon the
cussom bika Balder, Li
toods it houses ane obd b
precmean aler Fatr City 1c
hri-me ng ke ro one else, adding
Feile strerth beeve amd cur s brtle warsghs
therir and saving 1 argerd

Tt ksig amee: sarver ﬁ-&'\-lff'.‘u\ i (0 g

readh of a amall
he bailiding, the

tremgir and a kat easier o repai  they ever

should fail. And ©
I!n-lrx"nu.vlh T

ting Gary
arky & hean and
e% an advanced

formol
welding”,
begh fech Cam
We'
ram Harvard,” points ot
Chrig Chance. "H's onky a few minusies 1o al
kimds ol sdvanced reses d tirrialy
And theres no way ¢ distracted be
wehal's catside.” The truih of thet i edagu
rable. Someraille Avenud i vasuam
created by ihe surrounding s of
povwar. Here thew leftavers an Tilus,
haamnan sl midhanical, collect for recy
chrg. In this societal Limbo, Fal City & a
ks of saning and eraemprise, & seed in

this dunghdl

In spite of the surroundings and ithe
casual manne ciaw, they are in
Brusinagis ard e reman 8a, Chns, a
slender, bonmh re o, & considerate of
rrwe e ey ok Wi Mk or e o0 his
wirk, Takirg ca A i S nabarsl
to ham as his smile & craltsmarshi
While | was thare, he wa
a laage sbuprmant of T
ready toexplode,” hae sakd
a racer ready to maks his break

Whthawut parts b assemble, ihe shop was
rather show, giving us B
mave a barbacus in Gary
Ehe boggrsd plece of charo-maoly
e 10 see - & secton of 3 inch da
rughenr reas o7 steampipe. The las
time was only scrapwond, which gave ihe
chickisn and vispgees & rai ks sooty taste bl
i had Ir

bavi yeeas of owmershep, Gany hasa's
arnusd 1o remodehng his kachen but «
happely fone & wall out of the ground floos 1o
squeeee ina huge milling machne and Lk
W cneariveed 1 cur o firewndd on e of
these dimvices; don'i ask me how.

Several of 1he machines i ke bike thog
are Garys: he works with variows HPY
enthusiast s well as with Chns. Relation
abugs walkem (e grous are syenieslic mane
than hierarchis, Thrn provdes the focus
bat for him, the boticm lee & the custe
e RIS L, il Bvinery 1had s n Bop
"s-a goal everyore shares and 1o which they
it their own craltsmanship ratkr

such a cooperative spirit is a constami
rendency inward anarciy, which canmisng
arcund Gn tha & Teeds rather &
dhssipaies | think Chis was rebesed when |
d amd the crbw’s vilalilty could be
redirected 1o the work at hand

Coanpleting the cnew ase Nancy Earkioyg
a braney wh's beaam worhin dith bikis for
Ben years and brings her o steadiness and
i beoip - Marry Wallica, &
hiy lq wiwngsler - and Chins Igleheart, &
ot walf JI\GWI-HGIFT"L'(NJ

The Far Chance is a md fonsenss
begsanems-ike machang, It just happens that
its business is io go wild in the hills. Some
t the then popular
Bruile] Bualesipronsd bices b ihe
ai Chance models seek the optenal
wuight and durabdity A1
25.5 pounds, the Tesm Comp may be the
kgiest ik i e class; ab 1,875, i proves
ane# aighin that lessis more”. Titanium
handiebars and seaipost ane b bios's most
enotlc wenght-savers; mard weight is last
theaugh carehal design and consfrection.
Penusing the balance of the Fat Chaes e e,
wou T discour that you will pay comsidera
by lirss Fow & litthe mcre hugrgage:. The Bicher
Comp comas i at 27 pounds ard $925, the
Hichir at 28 poands arl 795 The Bicker
sn't cheap considering it's ik boitom end
oo tharir linwe bttt wer'se talkong about a
hand bagls frame built bo & tolerance of 003

el e p, 50
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1 B]kes Those beautiful Race Machines

These are the crema de la creme of
maotsitain baboes, the lightest, fastest ol road
bien made Comvengional ihinkung Fes it
that such bikes are only of irterest to
Bicwn racers, thai thi sverage recreatonal
rider has no reed for such bigh performance
machines. | don't agree. Wil the a
(2md | suppose what | mean by “avera
any recreatenal rider who doein brain ce
ridke o & regular basispmay have no need of
shelling aut & grand or more lor a bile, that
erphatically does not mraas thal he or she
should setthe for diuted performance

¥ you're a prospective mourain bike
amer, shop for a top-of-the-ire perios
mance model first. | said shop, not by
Check them all out, Take them el for best
raches:, el test rides. Don 't sicke them anou
toem on pavernerd. Hide them in the emmir
anmant in which they were maant o be
wied. Gao lrom bike shop 1o bike sho
9 bikes and picking brams, Ak
qustions and el cut fiends’ bikes wntil
vl Favw a prifty good wea what level of
parlarma s available amdwhas bhikes
vou're comiantable on. Then, decide what
your budget m and go back and lest bidois in
FOUr price ramge you lind ane that
comes chosest i performanc (o your ideal
Bapy it

Testing the hottest hikes avadsble
eitablishes a reference poinl by which o
gage the bikes in your price brachet
Competition bis are the leading edge of
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Saisa A La Carte, about $1100

aAiE curve. The idess inconpo
heir dessgna eventually irickle
1 entive mountain bike Hnes but
without krcsing what the state-of the-ar =,
wou can sy end up seiifleg dor o bake
seroaisly [ackmg indhe kevd of pevfoarmance
thai’s avadable

But don't expect to find a 5500 dallar
bike equal in perdormance i these 31,000
machires, You won't, But at least yai'll
ks whal you'r boking for. Cossiguent-
b wou should be able 1o Inny a bike that
approac bt that ideal,

Dan't be dismayed by these hikes' race
label. Unlike shineyp-tired bikes where race
models are dramatically different from
Teniring and spoct behaes, comgeitition moun
tain bikes really aren’t ol thas different from
thir Ly brethaen. The shoniest, steepest
mountam bikd grometry availabla iz 14l
maore relaxoed than that faund on road
touming bikurs. The characteristics that rake
wama mouniain bloes supener for racing
ki [ superios bor day rides. Ther
prtision credentials simply rmean ey re
sghier, quicker, and faster over any given
terram

Ak, you say, bl what shout comion? A
Enurd ain bahie s prmans ST s e
is the ire. While moustaon bike geomeing
clearly aflects the ride, remembar, wa're
starting olf with longer whoelbases, longer
rea gles, and shallower angles than
skimny fired bikas in the firsl place, A

forty four mch wheelbase may be smootber
thamalorty twa inch but that fosty: s inch
wheelbase 5 sl soeme four or fve inches
sharter than a road racing bike's. Whilg
there are in fact varustions in mountain
hikes' comiiar, wa're st § g dilferences
i cosndort, not lack of ceerdort

Today's mountain bikes hawe come &
long way from the chunkers thal earted this
whole crazy sport. Fen eentinually asicund-
el &l how fast and nimble today's bikis are,
I just a few years, mountsin bikes have
evolaed fram refurbiched 193008 Sehwiarn
Exzaliiors to kagh tech machines with more
mnovate and prachcal eouches than cas
b fowssdd o road b, Evin more amaring
is that these advances bave come fram the
Feadds and hands of garage frame builders
wethisel the benefit of huge corporate R & D
budgets supparting them. Thiy've been
ereated by backyard cragies looking 1o
extract alitthe moee fun cut of thesr adopbid
sport

Withau! wanting to seund like soms
kird ol jached up, lag weving, America-
erver-all patsd, [ 9ot off om tha (set that ihis
port has o fsct been created by the gins

konking for better ways io gl oul and ra

somé hell on bikes. Withowt the Japanese
ared thar immediste and eager respense 1o
the needs e rthe garage feama builder thise
wouldn't b any modntain biking spart 5e i
wxists today. And ro one can krgitmrarey

down the sireed just screwing aroy ".i
-

»

Pl deran Japancse bloes; they aller excep
tional values, But the cutting edge of the
sport @ 82l difined by those quys down the
strawl, Flus there's one other samewhat
niangible advantage inherent to garage

W im0 seoiman whio builds the bake, Mod
ast et them but g9 ot and ride wath
theeen thary st ascund chugging beews aed
Hing shop. That always has been and
shiays will be the primary aftraction of the
cukhom badlder virius the large maradlac
urer
Hereupon are a lew more samplngs =
chie latest oférings in compeliton mountain
ki

Salsa A La Carte

Salsa is what every kard core Mexican
Foxnd borsser Invies fipe, 12 full of Somafoes and
sevns aned ¢ hili peppers and st maone chil
pippers, usually Jalapenos. Jalaperos ane s
ralbwr mnocusus ksaking Mtke peoper that
ik tha kac kol a bull elephant i heat with no
snowm remedsy (Bough ewirpone has thes
avarde sokuticon that only seems 10 work for
hewn The strangest thing abeut thasa Bitle
devils is ihe moee gue searing they are, 1he
nined candias arrewting they are, the better
hay're liked

Salsa is the perfect apres biceng loosd
Auer & lang day of raembleg theough the
bacheountmy, thene's aotking better than a
tray full of Des Equas, & hasket of chips,

‘_ mamebuﬂhu the ability bo ke fest band

o guacamoke, and a bowl of salss. That's
just nbout the closest a mrountin biker will
ver gel io paradise. New no doubt el
wvatyond will agroe with thal. Bul iken a
slate al enlightenment is mod universally
attained a1 the sarme rate. For soms,
grecaarce i bl

Hoss Shaler hoves salsa, Same might
even say n's s primary food. And theren
lies ihe susce of the Selas Cycles namsr. As
it tuarns. ot its an especally spproprabe
rame. [t fits the bike. This is a bike with a
Kich, & kke that grew on everyone B mone
they rode i, Ir's short, steep, ard fast, The
head ange i M5 degres, the seat tube T3
dheggrads, tha chain slays 17 5o b, and the
whwelbase 41 675 inched, These are dimen
shond modd ke & rosd bike's than a moan-
tain Balog's. For good reason. Ross bt road
bikes first. He only buill a mauntain bike
becssse fends hepd bugging hien bo build
them ome. He somewhal condecandingly
agreed. Condescendingly becouse he knsw
rosd bkids weve supenior even on the dirt
and therefiore why boibsr with & mountasin
bk

Bul he's also & perfectionist so he
diecided to builld a mousnae baloe for hirmsell
beinre doerey se dor his friends. He'd sidden
his road bius on the drt enowegh 1o have a
pretéy sold ides what e reeded fo do. In
eflect, he detuned road geometry 1o 1he
mapiels of dirt. Then b brised ot what ke bad
wroughl. Whar ihai wos wos & bike 1hai

Ibis Cyeles race bike, about $1,200

instantly captured his soul snd Salus Cycles
e b

The Salsa A La Carte in Ross and his
pariner Marcus Kasulman's production
verseon ol thair custom bikes, But despite
1’5 prodhact abel, s wtill & hand-mada,
fillet braged frama. The firesh is samply not
quiie s pediwhed a8 oo the custom jobs, Bt
waime atill talking superh <raftsmanship. In
tact, thee average rider probuatdy won't mven
rotice (he diflerence. Fusther dmcounting
thee production label are stenderd lestmes,
all manulsctured by Salsa Cycles, sich as
chiro-maly stem, aluminum bars, botiom
brocket cable guude, reinforcing sest collas
seal binder, and the portsges strap e A bul
camplemens of brase ans are sh standard

As can be expected, components ane
exnceland, Speciabzed cronket (26/36/66)
with KKT alloy pedals including chips sl
slraps, Sunsnwr Mew Winner &apesd lree
wharl {1330}, Shimano XT derailleurs
shufters, and front brake, Sunsour XC resr
brake, Specisdized hubs and XZ2 rima
Grab-On grips, Speciahzed saddle, eic, Al
gesnd tulf

The que-sessn i it if a bikoe bor everyane?
The ghometry s radical even considering
the cumrent irend 1o shorter snd stesper
bikes, You'll just have to try it out for
il ped mea. We hioed it. Eveery tesd rider
returned from a ride on the Sale exclaiming
abount che belog's merits. That includied other
Irame builders whose own hikes are quite
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different

The post buloe was amnall 10 lock at yat
et birg| gonall wher ridden. s climbing
abibty wag swesome; there's no othwer word
o0 e b it But steep downhils coudd be a
It al & problem. One wx-doot rider, wha
likes o ride with just a mere touch of
M:Dﬂ Surpniieen in tha knog, book olf dn the
bake wikh the saddle set accordingly. He
hamimeet o up a bl and drsappeared mto the
wioends Gan the test track. A short tlime Later
har wisk heen snanmng mic the air, frantcally
arabbinig a1 hueshas, trying 1o keep from
catapulling inta houlders

Seetns he'd headed down this one
particularly steep, rocky passage af a
wamtiutiag high rade of speed based wpon
rhe bike"s incredbly sure-looted handling up
to that peant. But the combemation of the
T3-thirgieg neat tube, short front end, and the
high seny postion docened him. The near
whaal hit g rock, bounced ino his bust, and
Laune hirgd bun oust ower the handiebars. Bt a
U P tpmery wack mradke and ha landed on
i ler! wath anly & slightly embarrassed look
o b for .

He Brompthy lowered the seat shghtly
ared relyrned up the hill to attsck it sgain
That ] 1k nrich. M B dowm in comgests
control, rimibily dodging through the ota
chircenifup This is one bakie where a Hite Hite
would b jus the ricket He den't reed 10
chandge the sest Paight mach but that litthe
arrsrint made all ihe difference. Desgaie his
dramatie exit from the bike, the rides
Teturnet] more enthusiastic over the bike
than any oaher he'd ridden.

Our borrcen b in evalisatig b i the
e Bcgar, When a bike makes the rides
Laugh, Lou know you've got samething
Farget all the technical stall, i you find
el booking on a bikoe amd kooking e
challentges, you've goo a winner, Based o
that ik, Salsa has o winner, but nod for
owryorie l's a bike ihat demands a rider's
attenivyn,. This is probably not a “lios”
“"'W'I“krn bike. But then mof boo many
PO byre going (o plunk dows & grand or
$00m vy “Firs1” mosaritain bikos, It's alse not
ik 1y e Ly ridher cut $or an o caskonal
Sumday cruses. Mot that yeu can't crus on
. You &, s past thal this bike bkes i get
wp-amd Fly and you darn well better b on it
and paving attention of youll get el bt

Hancimade stem, Salsa Cyeches
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Ibis Cycles race hike

“This is & bike! | neszan this is a beke!™ That
wad & guole from a frame bailder after
Raking the T oul for & spin over our lesi
frack. He wasn't the onby cem who staied
thai cosnviction alter riding this ik, Every.
ane expressed pretty much the same
beelings. Not that the [bes warns (e oy bihe
that gersratid that kind of andormty, The
act of the matter & that 1here are a bot of
supserh biues on the markes todsy. Collaer.
g gron of riders 36 fesd any one of these
bikes and ending upwith a sold cornsensus
on ihe belor's quality s sasy. What mads
Ak statemants aboust Ibe [bis so remar:
lable was the natare of the biloe they rode

The Ibis was equipped with drop hars.
Wi, drop bars on a mount sn bike, you read
conrectly. Mo doubt that seemns sirangs to
Wil usacd 1o 1B Bat s Bypacally bound on
mauniain bikes. But deop hars have been
appeaTing on mess and soes L tieed b
Absugh schmitiedly the majoriiy of those ane
wsed by racers Scot Mwol, desdgner and
builder of [k Cycles, is one of These wha
priders drop bars. We asked him to send us
& race bike st up the way he leals Bt
r:rﬂmh whiad he builds. Hence the drop

5

Sced’s arsginal metnee in putting drop
bars on ha bk had rothng b do wiih
performance. He jusi wanied io be alde 1o
v el 1t was the only winy he could da
s He'd hari his wriats during the lorg,
rough descent in the Whisheytoun Race.
Flal bars hammered his sore wrists, pre-
warting him from riding. Bud he could nide a
road bike with deops. He por them os his
it Behg and by b tima his wrishs bad
healed, he was sold on the superority of
drops lor off-road riding,

Thase deop bark made evaluating the
bike somewhe: Sifcub. Riding a bike with
drops is dramatically diflarent than with
flats. No longer are the shifiers and brake
levers immediately a1 hamd; you can't shill
and brake at the sama Eme. Compounding
the problem is the rider position during
steep downhils. You've gol 1o be o the
drops bo operade the brakes metesd of in the
high position. The sensation & often o of
bamnig o ik wwrge of asding oul ever the
handlebars. Buf that & masdly a maiber of
getting wsed to them i, and this is a critcal d,
o 1hery're st up propetly,

The key fo that set-up s the stem.
Stamdard stems for ithe mase pare dos't
B 1o wll Mauntaer B Faw lomger,
ke 1op hubes than road bikes. Most road
stems have too little rise and 100 much
resch. Tha ong exception i the SR Swan.
It’s taller and shorter than mormal The best
sodustion & an LD Stem, its shape somakag
sirslar 16 & willed Rermer, The LD stem is
quate tall wath almosd no resch. The rider's
resudting position relathee bo (e seal Fuaghs
when on the drops is about The same 2= st
bars. This was the siemn an the llds. The
dirgp bars themaelves ware & modilied
Specalzed criterium model. The madéfica
e b5 i sbegivt s i ik i Dhe Duterand Saring
o tha drops

Oce a rider is wsed vo the daops, i
advariages guickhy mansdest them ]
Those advantages are a more poweri
it for clinvbireg, o more serodymamic
posinicn for downbells amd fars, and
dillerent hand positions so riders ¢
change positions thus resting vario®l
muscle groups. But lor riders unused ta
drops, 1har diiadvantsges became
disdely apparer the frst thme they kit &
kind of trials rypa of riding or aipae
ooy, sbeep downbills. Terrain that requir

bevers. Thai mowes Ehe rider’s weight
foeward and down, a posiaon many des
may Ead urcomiortable. Vet if you talk ko
ol rousd riders who regularky use drop bars,
ik L 1l pou that in lact thoss ane ke very
comnditinen whn e cdrop hard” adyaniages
are the most dramatic

Drop bar system, Ibis Cycles

Ve sargdy & mabier of leanning Fo 00
ride them. The trick i meving your
o b s e el 3t Ehe rr Firmee £t
meve your hands onto the drops. T
ackwand minement comgenaates bar b
lowesmng ol the chest. The advantage of
drops in these conditions & ihe bess 4
Pammeneg your hands and wrists salfern
Experienced drop bar riders insist they
fireh homg doranills bess tieed than thay did

with Sars.
Our test This was a full-blown race bike
and set up accordmgly, [1 B the shomest
wheelbase of ary bike yet tested 5
inchwes with 17 S-inch chainstags, 70-degres
head, and 73-degree seal fube. Thoss kend
ol denirdions would seem to make for an
imcredibly quick Bk Aned no ot s b fag
bars thal's precisdly what the bike would
bl hke. But 1he drop bars tone dosm That
quickness somsewhat, t's still plesty guick: i
pust doesn’t seem That way euen though
ellectocly v was one of the remblest bdoss
fested. We suspect that toned douwn
tion s partialy the result of the na
positioning of the hands on the drops pl
the hands” menernent seems roundir than
the more lateral movemnent of flat bars.
- Quite rankly, that dillerence s hard
el e alines) avenyenag noficed i,

Climbing traction was excellent and
combined with the drop bars rider position,
virry powriul. B wase 't urisiual kT s
o b find thersaboes hammenrsg up » hill
i a higher gear ihan ibey'd otheradise wse.

.ml an the flats, the acceleration was
wwressive. The position, especially on fhe
drops, has an animal ke feel to it, Kioe a sild
et caaghl i rid-strice af lull speed, all four
Embs collecied underneath, ready fo ex-
plode mbo ancther ground eating kinge

Tha ke wai equally imprissive when
out-of the-saddle. Weght distribution was
evenly balamced betwedn front and rear so
sdljugtmenta lar maxismum iractbon anly
required subile rider movemenis. The
T3 degree seat tube made those siibng’
starcing trangitions smooth and o ke,

auseng mis break bn pedaling rhyihm og
IFRCHON,

Scot prides himself on bis carefully
thcrught out framse desegna and canres that
rshd indo his component selection. Rather
than iaking the essiest and usually beast
expansive route of selecting an entire
grupge, Sool, ke most other custom
builders, uses a varsty of manufactarers’

companenis, In tact, 1his is one area ihat
trgashes mountan bike bulders froom
o road bretheen. Roadies generally
Bahive na componins iFoald b mixed
while off rosders e abses mindreg comgpso-
rents. They're abvays searching lor masi
rraam prerformance in s wide and demanding
wanety of conditiors.

Coanposwnils on the tesn bike were all

‘):l al-the-line. Specialiced provided the
ranks (28°08°48), sadde, headset, prew
sy menticned drop bars, X22 rnens with
Wheelimith spodoes, ard the whad masy ané
already calling the lmest dirt tire yet

develaped, the Grownd Control. Pedals are
recsdified Sariour MP 1000 with clips and
siraps. The brakes are Sustour N8 with
Suntiur Supérbe hrake lverd. Deralliurs
are Shimano XT s with Suntour bar end
shifters.

Two particulsshy nobeworthy compan-
eris were the fubs and seatposi. The hubs
were Paragon prosotyps dewsgred aed bul
by Mark Naorstad of Marin County. The
bodies are 7075 aluminum with titanium
sodes wnd oversioed 1.25 beasings, Thay'ne
besatifully cralied and finished bt still in the
development sage. The seatpost is by
Intesloch Hacirsg Design and usies. ssambess
24 T3 slamirum for great strengih and
by wnerght

In dwmmary, if you kke sharl, steap
msaniain bekes, hire's one more excellent
bike 1o check o, B pou peeler flan bars,
that's no problem for Scof builds bikes with
boch. Banl you ewe 0t to yoursel! to groe the
drops & tesd ride. You might surprise
muhnd!u-d discowver that drops are just the
thehat

Fisher Excalibur

I you mde mossiain ikes and havent
heard of Gary Fighar, Joe Murray, and
Fiabwer MowniamBes, vou musi be some
hind of mosariam badorg hermit. Gany & one
o the original Marin County crazies. an
ex-road racer, ex maodorcycle nut, and one
ol thar pars st hecnsry raeviiss of Ehee mcisn:
Eur Baloreg mdustry, the other borng Tom
Rrichey. Tom ard Gary along with ihe
idiosyrcranc Charbs Kelly were the i that
e Masin Coumby mouiain Belicg nso
the mation’s consciousness. But, B most
first marriages, it wasn’t leng belare the
partnership’s labric frayed then split. Tom

Fisher Excalibur, about $975

apun alf 1o budld Fis own bikes, Charlie
purssed his writing and CaTERr,
and Gary was ket wath Fisher Mouniain.
Bes. What b was beft with has furned ingo
& magor ol road baoycle company. Ard in
verms of racing success, Fiahar is hands
down the best 8o far.

Joe Murray, kingpin of the Faher race
team, cammne ou of nosahare and hi ks
up e since he started racing seriously, the
only way he keows how, Cycling insaders
har bt prache ting his dousidall a8 soon as
1 competition beats up bud so Ler thad has
nod come o pass. He sill wirs more races
than it borsies. Aol accondling 1o ther bolks a2
Fiher, the Fisher Competificn b races an
s no different ikan the ones you can buy
from your local deaker. Olay, Dagres, that's
prabably an exsggeration. Joe and his
beamenates have free iein of the dbop and no
st are confinuously expeTimenting with
rlEem"ﬂ designs in their search for a laster
bk

The Excalibur i & recently infroduced,
relstveely sffordable, Fisher racing bike
Aelatively aflardable means less than a
thiwsand dolars, & hatly contested price
range these days. What you get lor yous
b i snctly the Same [rame geometny
as the Competition model but nstead of &
hand buih Fraree from Marn Coungy, ihe
Excalibur features a tig-welded iraene mads
in Japan for Fisher MouriamBdoes

The design s fairky classic though there
ard a few ralable ¢ hanges based on Fuber's
race experences. The tes: bike's head angle
wias 875 degrees, the seal (ube 73 degrees,
wbieelbase 43 inchas_and the chainstays
17 5inches. The feoei hal, with igs kaid back
T and 2 mches ol rale, was desigeed o
chmrihils while the rear halfs 73 degree
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Freeuwheel on Fisher Excalibur

seal lube and 17.5 inch stays wers designed
fomr efficient fomward meotion

I's & desigm that cong
evdryone else’s ¢
uriginal model for a
was the Schusnn Excals
anghes, 44-imch wheel bags
chainstays, Bt since
vz baen gravinating closer »
grametny with iteeper anges and sbasier I
wheelhapes

Obwsoasly Gary bowght part
hbsuay bl discarded the rest, The s
sead fubs angle places the nder in ar
Posilion relstive 1o the pedals and by
brackel. Srortaning the ¢ hain says bec
the rear wheel closer 1o the ric

tant change n
i Fire notceable

iniain ki
] bk ri

girng path up & hill, &
om & shart rasch stem
ndericy

¥ soarce ol that teadency
o bead angle, All the iest
H 10 steeper Fead angle and
verly enthusisss

tractem. Bl Gasy staped waith tean, That's just one of
sl angle. He admts it nod as id o fow pourssl
climbing and slow i everything else

wrghies bt i dow sleerng, try it with a
tup. That ke

ke imlo just your

MountainBdes race 1e
e sgmesas 1o be waified
discount 1hat succes by
smaneg ile not ihe Bike, it's ihe rder B
Fisher Mou
succesalully

duct. I warks, It may nod st w
redng but for those who e o
wirks and workos well

The Excalibur isn’ any make-believe
race ke, Gary has made a posst of seir
up approgTiatehy w
is one ek pou wor L
1ake demn ta your bocal bl shon bo sian
ehangi wll, almoss, Yiou
wam 60 change the hasdebar

Everyone who rode she Excalibur
thaught the handiebar reach was » horg
Wb i st cm it aeel boolord dows gue
handlehars, the line from ane band &
other was well out in drant of the b

ratad the
¥ to llop. Instead of

Owvalized fubing on Fisher Excalibur

In every cther respect, this i
Eskie. The dowble buited tubeser, [ T
fork, Shimane Dura-Ace EX sealed hubs
with quich raleases, Shimano free-hub,
Suntour XC rear brake and 0
front cantilever brake, and
1000 pedals with toe clips are ol i
tha race shall. Thess are goodies rare)
Shen on most foad bikes, much less moun
tain bikes. Then there soe the bille things
like oversiee slotred cable st . Fisher
heravy duty brahe cables, Grab.On MTB
wips. andl a Specialized racing seat, Thise
are the kind of things thal manulsciurers
Can and soms b &0 save mosiey on unces
thir theory ket the buser vt nocice tha
Lach unri after the pur:
Iy true of little things Nk grips whesg
Eruilclers imntabily save a bow bucks rather
than going wilk moes ERPRTSiE ared hatter
usalty grips Bk the Grab-Ongd

There was one other uniersally ex-
pressdd gripe about the bike, the gearing
But i's also & gripe that not vy one wall
whare and ona that can be easily bl

The six-speed lraa-hub ng ia
12/137 15, 24, Thas kind of gearing i
greak fos r aning cadimce i pou're Joe

Murrasy. But il you bt im the nsauntains and
hawen't his exeeptional leg etrength, thal
24-booth coq will guic hly exbass ¥ Yaou'll
find yoursell walking many 3 hill others
peedal, lt's frug the small chain ring is 2 24 ar

Fat Chance Team Comp

I saw my first Fag Chance bike af the
sicond race of the Rockoy b Ao S, |
dlidin't really sew it for it wis being ridden [
a oderate pace ard | wasn'i pagang
much attention. But then | overhaard a
racey exclaime "Man, did you see thai Far
Chance? Nve got 1o e ¢ [ b thety'rg
et

I looked over and thought ~You're
Kidcirg! Why & you want & Fat Chance?™
Blus | didn’s say anythiesg. Inisesd [w od
what kind of bikes these Massachuseins
0y were buikdeg ihat caused Caolorads
Facers to talk about thers. Mot that | hadn't
heeard af Fat City Cyebis, | couldn’y haly Bt

e Mot because of thes hikes

helr rams. Yiou se, in the
atier kil of the 1960, Hur Thoempson
ran for sherit! of Pitkin Ce . Colorada,

w rate, Hunter and
ds who were opposad 1o the Cak
Eornication of Aspen reldrred fo ARpsTy
Fal Ciry. It's & mame Noe held desr o
sinca

Massachusetts may not have mountaing
ther wary! ww wasiefrsins think ef mosniaing
Feut thame boys buck east Hrcr bow to sk
& mountain bshe. The Team Comp & the

certacn’y helps but then barh the Team
l"_ pampat fod the Mountam Goat used
h ha 27

ol enilitdly sure why, The Prestioe 1

3¢ lubing but wethouwt breaks
barrier. Whatever the reasan, fhe

of reflection of the qualisy of
I beeliewsr

71 degrev sea
amatays thal st it ape
inches and | Tinches rispec tivoly

Those demensions woukd seem 1o indi
tale super quick handlieg but the Team
Comp was & surprise, The Wl G
h but there was alsa a sen
e preclic akidiiy 4 . posibly
d the shghily shallow head anghe
aling was smanth and responsive

. In
1, thity #vem 9o 50 far a8 to clas its

ol

o i of thee sad e, M Ehe bilos had 2 & orte, o
was chimbierg. Those s "
1he rear wheel under
miurn bracton. Vil bor s Edidn't
b a4 well when oui i saddle o (ke
st would indicate. [ suspace that's
¢ QL5 degris seat fube
A steeper sead fube mu

ft slays really pus
ha driver Bor maxi

ith a conssquent
irming of the rear wheel

ansitinm was compleie, the
mbing ability was supe
The Tear Comp s def

' & Eaha ikt

poended instantly bo rider inpy
that misch &f dasierr 3 B ot brals
That explaira the Tear p's dagerness
o ingle rachs, Sanghe track riding is where
overyont dreed the bebor éxcalled. Thar and
imiie
This was one of the smalles Bikes fesred
aven thowsgh all were bassc ally the sasne sine
.:.I'.r Exng ¢, 4 Bol-30dd ncder when ne g ot

P
sk wntil thee babis
words, o thad
2y wel feel sirong a

L0 purr

ane 3



lasly Bghe, they're Bomb-prool, The han.
divbars and seatpost were alia nolshle.
They'ret made out of titaciam by Fal City
Cycles. That's where some of 1he bika's
wenght s et

Thee bk struck ecenyore with its sold
ty dikpite it's exceptaonal kghtress. Smonth
predictatibny was the bikie's kiynate. Ii's a
bike that # more westesrirs Bred it out, Fat
Churce could well #nd up hasing 1o cpsn a
wost coxst shap to Sl the orders. In the
WRANIENE, s e s sldmcomient o ki
thitr secrets to thermetves. But ¥ you aver
sen one g0 pedaling by, rush cut, fag the
rides diowm, amd b for et ride. That's
tnae of all cusom mountain bdes lor the
Imath is thaty're weally rather pare snd you'l
harve [ar 160 bew opparianities io ty such o
e ot
Fuji LTD

This is Fui's answer to the American
custom mountain bikes Thiy don't classdy
i1 % & racing b, wisely as it turns ot fos
it's definsiehy ret designed los 1hat purpose.
What # is is & high perlormance recreation
Ruloe for theew or fesr hundeed dollirs less
than a full-bown race bike. The LTI is for
the experienced rcs wha's ready 10 §2ep
up fo a8 moee advanced kvel ol mourdain
biking

The geomeiry & relased: 695 dagree
parallel angles, 17875 inch chainstays and
43.25 wheelbase. Thiss numbens translate
rEe & smooth, balanced ke Riding 1he
buke cordieers thal. Olur tsiers weme sur
prised at how comionable they fel on
Surprised because quite framkly, they
approached the bike somrsewhat skepticaly
after having spent time on some of the
laibest race bikes yet produced. The LTD
has quality components bt s GRHES 1y
stnch everyone as too nelaxed lor a high
performance machine. But after o bew quick
sper o i, 1hey started changing thar sdea

The bike felt good, nothing radicsl,
nothing that made & rider want o siarn
harnmaring down anarrow singhe trach. Mo
the Fuji LTD i’y create those kind of
reactions. [ratead, everyond kind of forgat
abenit the bike and just started havies fun
riding. Thay'd come back fram a circui
saing, Ty, that bilor's ol | Bka it 1Es net o
rack bike bt it's still plendy of fun”

Tha beboe's st sevious deficincy was
chiméing. Those lorg chan stays didn't keen
emugh weight on the rear wheel lor opt
mum iractien. Admitiedly, ihe combination
rosclidhrt 2125 tires didnt help. The tres
were much ol the reason our test riders
turned ihair noses up i meediately upen
spotting the Fujl Such lires are mod panticy
Lasrly good on pavemant and even worse on
thet: bt ewiery with low aer pressame. Mo, they
hin’t bhelp thet bib's climbing abily a4 all
Bt its poer climbing per wan i
catgpd ordy bay the fires

Part of the problem was the Fui's seat
tube. That shalow angle makes the transi.
e from sting 1o standing shghth, ditfieul
Rathar tham caming up cut of the sackllein a
smacaaithy, fiming motion with na change i
wght distribution and conseqguent frac

26

Handlebars: Far Chance Team Comp

Flasma welded joints. Fat Chance Team Comp

tacen, thae Fuji requres a slight effort 1o makis
1ha swstch. That results inanimmediate loss
of rezs whinl traction il you're not carelul
making the move. Once you're cut of the
saddle, you've 991 1o mainiain o very low
crouch o the top bube whay Ragwepin g s
wisghd back 1o mamiain traction. Conie
qeently, srting down when chming seems
1o b hest, But, while 1k ihallow sea tubs
anghe places the rider's weight liether back
aver the rear wheel, thal angle also places
et Fudier behind ihe meos) efbcient percading
poition relatiae 1 tha cranks

Wity the Fus cimbing abily suiered
was manvir adequately setiled, There ane 5o
mary varisbies alhctmg & bike's perfor
mance that malabing any oow aa the sousce
of 1k problem i almos) npossitle. Espe
cially since the only time the b’ clambing
abdities sllered were on stewp, demanding
balls. The hind that rest recrestional siders
will more than kel pash up asway So
whibs ik LTI} might not be a great stewp hil
chmbar, its perlormance dsewhere rade
up for ik ek

The saddle hundiebar relabonship was
aucellent, far batter than the aversge
produciion mountain bike. Hiders felr
comiortable and colected with 1he bac's
responss smaathly prediciable on jeep
trachs and graded dint roads. On single
irachs, the Fup was stable and quick withaossi
beeing o [t 1hat orly advanged rders could
ey the performance. The handbng was

neutral, rasponding to rider adjustments
withou? ever fecling squarelly. When the
terram becams particularky chalkinging and
rochy and dlow-speed trials skills were
mensary. the lomg whewlhate, long cham.
stays, and shallew head angle made our
testirs wark hardio negatate the ohatacks
withow! foot dabes. Bul, off-setreg ihat was
thee bike's everall predictability and all

arcund periormane.

Irs handling = well abowe the average
begards and mermediate mountam bike's,
And while its not a racing bike, anypong
fempted 19 give racing & try showldn'®
hesilale 8o da w0 on the P Wik a few
changes, such as nasrower rims, Bghter
spokes and hubs, snd dirt tees ke (e new
Ground Controds from Specialized or, il you
want & more genaral purpose tire with an
emphasi on off road cosditions, 1he R
ohird, Jou can quickly improve the Fug's
performance deamsatically. You'll be amazed
af o much faster the bike will be bui then
vl harve Lo drop a few bucks into @ 16 da
L=

Tha Irame is hagged with & fne firiah and
pamt b, Components are excelles con-
sidering Fup's meed ba keep costs down
keop the price down. Suntour’s XC gru
supphied most of the ¢amponens including:
Erake bevers, shifters, brakes, rear derad
leur, s#afpost, and pedals, The front derail
teur is a Suntces Montech. The crankiet in
Bugimo's wadely scclaimed AT with 2634/48

e

grarmg complementing a sic-speed froe
whedl. Hishs are Sunstare with 1.75 Likai
rims and the aforementioned general por
PO tires that were particulmby unimpees
sive. Fujl wisely svasided the classe manu
Iacturer’s mstake in savirsg costs; thiy put &
tairly desceni saddle on the bike. In shoa,
componsnd selection is prety good
Considering the bahe's performance
image, 1he only area we thought the comps
il shiuld have been imescved was the
rims, spaoles, hubs, and tires. |t may betnoe
that the magority of mountain bikes are
ricldiers araund tenem rather than of-road bui
ngvertheless, those ubiguitous general-
purpnes Girds jusd don'i really Kt ik bike's
aature. They're heavy and slow and ks is
really quite a lnst bike. A1 $700, 1's a good
solid buy except for those wheds and Bmes

Maats Mountaineer Racer

Every test beloe we've réceived so far
came ina box, Mot the Moots. Kent Eriiceen,
the lad man of the Moots Cyelis team,
happed on the bike and rade it from
Szeamboat Springs, his home, 1o Crested
Butte, Mountain Bike Magazine s bome
The distance? Aboust 160 miles. The first 100
LSS O &0 T i Crdr pavend stabe highaaas
M thars klicesed am Bnproved dirl rosd dee
a low pass into the Hoaring Fork Valley
where he turred onto Highwey 82 between
Glanunod Springs and Aspen. Highway &2
is one of the busers! Mighwsys in the state,
only has beg narrow lanes with almost no
shoulder, and everyone = ina burry. By the
lime he was that far, gray skies were
dursping their comients on his biad Hey,no

Fuji LTD, abour $700

preklern, ust ks wour bead and pash on

Kent's original plan had beer 1o continue
through Aspen and over Pearl Pass, an
excoptionally rugged wep rosd, and down
o Crested Butte. Bt frsenchi in Aspen
wisehy talled Kent o spendng the raght
thare and going vat cn the town matead of
atlempring Pearl. A wise decishon as it
turnedan?. It was smoming heavily om Pear|

Plan "B was wnveded; he and his friencs
deoww around to Maskls where they un
landied theeir behos and beaded over Scho
lield Pass via Crystal and the Dewil's
Punchbowl. After delivaring the bike, he
Fitchhiked back 1o Steambo,

That ride and the fact that Kent was
daleouring 2 test bike tels pt aboul all you
nieed o horecrw alezaut the Moots Mourtaisier
and tha: man behind their design, Versatdity
andd all-day comiort is the key to Kent's
hikes. Roughly 807 of the route was over
peord highwaps; the balamce was graded
dirt and jeep roads. Al were done on the
st bk withs thae ama tires and the same
GoaFing

The Moois Mauntaineer carries this
concep! of viraatilty to keragths urimsgined
Iy mos! frame builders. Every other masm-
facturer uses brazed on studs lor the
brakas. To Hent's thinking, suck a design s
toe limiting. You can only run 26.sch
wheels il that s wias they were sef for, But if
vou abso e 1o road tour, youll sither be
stuck with Baving to run slower and beavier
Bk lires or use aroad bie. Mot wah the
Moale. A ten mremasie 2 Mange and presto, ihe
studs have bien moved lo accommedate
T wertuinzls

Paul Gallaher

How's that dore? Witk clamp-on, adjus
table studs. I rww asnd improved brakis
bacame avalable but they regure diferent
stud positioning thas youwr bike has, youll
harve 1o sl yow frame (0.8 buldier to have
ther ks moved. Mot the Moots cener. A
terrminude changst and the sfuds ane ready
far Phiat rrws Bk, Tha fact of the makter s
that few riders reguire ar even will take
advantage of that versatility. Charging
k] Sikes i simply rasely commidimad. Baut
the sbolity 10 mowe the §luds io acoommo
date differint brakes can be exceptionally
useful; witness the introduction al Suntour
raller cam brakes whose mounts are quite
diferent from cantevers’.

Comiort is something every off-road
rider ceswes. Whie a bike's primany sus
pemiacn &yabem is the lires, frame gecmetry
and material strongly influence how a ke
rides. Kami's oljectne i a bike that can be
rudddion all day, day after day. Ah, bt of what
use i that in a race Bike? The racer who's
comlortabb ¢ go faster over rough terrain
hecause he or she isn't being thaken to
death and barely able to hold ome ihe
handebars

That comiort also translates into batter
control since ik whieels remain in contact
with the ground more efficieraly. The woed
that describes the Moors’ passage over
rough terram batter than any othes i
sopplimess. B semply abscebs shocks and
vibrations while sreming o gide over the
ground.

Cunsidered againai the cusrint trend jor
shorter, stedpir mountain bike frame
geomdtry, the Moods appears almaesl areha
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ic, particulagly when c ompated g her
race bikes. bs 17875 -k chainslays and
43 Thinch wheelbuae | demensions vang with
(rame size, typica vesd all custom
bullders) are right in thene wilh the orignal
Schusne Exceluior's. The 695 degree bead
angle and 71-degree seal angle are pratly
conssrvative 1oc. That kind of grometry
wawrers alrrcnt sled like whan compared no
avery other race bike. Bul be wasned: if
R B T i A Face ansd there's scemebody
en & Maots, doat be surprised f vou'ne kel
in the Moots” dust. The bikes are sheepers

Th beboe's ridde is difficull to describe.
The onby 1Ring | can relate it o ks a long,
super comforiable bmosse e o Mercodes
600 1kt just happens 10 slio be fully capable
of blcrwnng ust about 2y spotis car off the
road. The bike dossn't seern bka i ought to
a0 thie w1t gosen but il does

Dur fewd riders, some of whom wene
rathwer skeptical o the Meais, all retarned
axclaiming on the bde's virtues. All without
Tl et icenesd (Fe bike's exceptional simooth
mess, 4 Suppheness that made the bike seem
1o gl alang as # i wat some sor of bopcle
howercraft, YWet ump os the pedals and the
I rrrwrchalaly timporndd with s barst of
acclerabion. Take it onbo anarrow, fsisting
singhe-tracik - and that's what sur {ssarite
ieat nide cosmtits of - and 1he bile daris
aleg with ke best of tham. Ir's just that
doesn't seem particularly quick yet whe
T A Quach mansever B needed, the bike
w always right there The only srea where
the bike appeared 1o ba Laching was on any
kil o triads type of riding. Jumping logs and
manuevering over rocky rerrain at show

Moots Mountaineer Racer, obout 31200

spaeed wasn't b bike's forte et aher having
completed a dithoul pasisg, a rider would
loak Back ard suddenly realize thai the
Mots bused in fact done rat her well. Separal
ing preconceived nations from resalis
At ahoanys eady wiih the Mools.

Mo one could really guite Rguee this bike
oul. All agrend the Mools s an exceptional
bibe amal il & perscn coald only have one
Eakce, the Moots would defineiely be in ihe
fimal running. Thay just wirent fune exactly
wihy that was. The oy thing missing from
the bike's bag of iricks is & sense of
shoswmmanahin, But that” a reflection of
unassuming. sheays full of lide,
undlappable bike rider who's perfectly
capable of jumnping into & rece Gl the ‘B4
MORBA Natianals and finishing fourth
agamst the fop sountan Bhe racen in ihe
consiny. Ard 1hat was o0 4 itardard Moots
Mousisineer. not the race mode

Kent is sso one of those guvs who's
akways thinking of new gadgets. Hia lalesi
are “road handles®. These are short han-
dhebars sitncRing out ins Troed of Uhe mmasin bas
with Z-inch, wooden balls on the end.
Theey're orly about &inches bong and ok
somisba Sirarge bul sveryore who tned
thiemy likied thans. What they dio is let the
rider change info a sivetched oul position
over the bike for & moere aevodynamic
prodie. On road rdes they're greai. That
change in posiiion relaves cemain ol
grougs el as thi rudiisle posttions of drop
bars do. Only waib Beni's Bosd Handles,
ou shll havve flaa bars dor tradl richng, Theyre
an ingericus and simple solation fo a
problem inherent o fai bars.

Mountain Goat

Wheen mountain bubuis were just clunkers
sequiring much effort and even maore
wallong 1o ravigate theough the backooun
try ane the stane-ol-1be-ant i Crested Bute
corsimted of rebuailt Schwinns with dram
brakes and a threespeed rear axle, along
cama (b Mourtan Joal. Chais Carrol, &
curlifisd wocial pimball hopped up on this
latesi outdoar cracs, stapped me i the
sieeet and, i a viritable bdal wave of words
stacked up on each other bke tumbling
dominoes, procesded ta bl me abowt this
incredbdy Bght mountain bike he had. [ had
e idea whiat b was falicing aboaut loe bo tel
the truth, the dea of pushing anoverweight,
ond-spded dled through the mountaing
ddn't appeal o me al all

He kept talking abou! these oval tubes
and 15-speeds snd some soet of pecubiar
cantdover brake. Me made ma sense al ol
bl 1 hisnare ki, [went alang to check ot
thig wirsder bike he was broggeg abousi, He
was right; i was Ecredble

That was the first ciamond frame moun
L bike | ever saw and though another pear
passed before | jurmpid into this trad riding
e haand, | mspect that was the bike that
really hooked me. B was lght, hoobud 1he
way a bike cughs ra ksok, had knobby tres
and cantilever brakes, and a2 flew over the
ground, Later that summses sre the arrival
i tawn of twa Cunaisghsm aluminum
mosantain bikes but it was that Mouniain
Goak that first shetied e allention

Tkt name aloni wis an sltention grati.}
bir, What more approgriabe nams ool

there e Tor & bicycle capable of dpping oeer
rugged mousitain passes? That bioe's balder
was Jefl Lindeay fram Chico, California.
He's 82l building bikes today and they're
a5l called Mourtan Goals
Th Comp i & full race version of Jeff's.
-r‘lland.:rd bilves. Bul imatead of using cval
tabing, the Comp has Prestige tubing. The
fraima s gght in theere with the moss currens
thinkirg with s 17 inch chasn stays and
42-inch wheelbase. The head angle is 69
degress while (he seat angle i 71.5 degrees.
Middeli ool the raad siuf in tenms of head and
seal anghs. Results were pretty much what
wir'd expected. To quate some of the sest
raders, "ihis bike = fun™
Thee babis was & clisnber, in or oo of the
saddla, Those short stays heep the welghi

risghd on thee rear vheel whede ik seal tube's
! T1LEdegrew anghe makes (he sitting/stand-
ireg transation airly smooth, especially with
1 the sadde all the way boraaed on the cails, A

abidpaT asezhe lacikiptes tha trarsstion even
miore but the Mownizin Goat made up for
thas by the sase with which wesght distrioy
tion eoubl b achusted dusing fasi dorendil
corners, Shahi movernents foraard of M an
the saddle matanily alfected 1he Bike's
Parelbeeg in corrers for maximum oo
Thai serse of comiend was possibly the
biboe's strongest atbrbte, (65 handing was
abaays prechctable and smoodh. K's nod the
quckest bike wie've tested despite the ahost
wheal base, probably the result of the
cormervatiog head argle, but its cerfainlyan
immediste shanp fuem past a wee after the
‘llnq. nir proddem, Turm the bardlebars and

th ke scouted right pasi eforthessly. Our
main test track is over a loop consisting
mosily of an exceptionally jun smghe track
The Moantam Gooal passed with flying

Lugwark on the Mauntain Goal
Whiskeviown Racer

Mountain Goat Whiskeytown Racer, about 1,500

e e
AT R

eodars. Tha boftcen breein bike tests is, @ omy
mind, the grie facios. Intkis depart sl w
had another winner

Componends are as usual jopol-fhe.
lime, though net all the test nders agred
with the selections. But then, you're not
bisang the components. vou're buying the
Irame design. Every budder and sy rider
has access to all the s
setting up the bike to v
accomphshed. At asy 1ate
used by b Gerarge Thaoba
cams with Specialized hubs with quick
relesses, crankset, and sadde Rrem were
RM 205, Th froe dirailbiar was 3 Shamano
Dhara-Ace {the bike was equipped with onky
a doubde chamrisg rather than the mare
common (riphs] whils tha rear was & rasely
mem Huret. The fromd brake was a S
Deore XT, the rear a Suntour XC
wire Suntour with Suntour XC brake
levers. Except for the derailleuss, the
components wers all standard stull, The
st wad b handsame affair bulk by Jefl

The paind job was an epe catcher as
befils a sponsoned team ridir s bike. There
weans iy mmistahing it for anyibing ofher than
wihad it was. While #'s brue fancy paies obe
of mouTaln ks a5 soemiahal of  waste
of time considering the abuase the lraon is
guing 1o be subjected 1o, moes and mone
lrame builldiss and rnidess seem 1o be opiing
Tee that kind of finishe 1t's & mabier of prade
amd pleasure in having a fnely erafied
e hitwi aeral b pamt = sireply the croeem
ing bouch despite the wear and tear it will be
subgecied fo.

F'MI.GaIl.c.her



b, particulsrly when compared 1o ather
race bikes. lis 17 weh chainstas and
A3, T8 inc b wbsrelbasa ( dimandions vary with
Irams size. typical of almast all custemsm
builders) are right in there wath tha ariginal
Schwsnn Excelsioss. The 69.5-degres had
angle and 7l-degree seal angle are pratey
conservative too, That kind of geometry
seems almodt sled Bhe when compared e
overy other race bike But be warmd @
W' ever ina race and thete s somabody
ona Moots, dan’t ke sarprised if you're keft
i the Mools’ dust. The bikes are sleapens.

The bike's ride o Efcult g0 deicribe.
The oedy thang | can relate it to s a losg
supr comdortable Brmosine ke a Mircedes
600 1hat just happers to alsa b hally capable
of blowwing just shout sy sports car off (he
riad The bike doesn’t seem B @ ought to
iy the vy it goes bue il does.

Qg teit riders, some of whom were
ralkar shepfical of the Moots, all returned
exclaiming on the bae's virtues, All vathous
Ll marretinsnundd the buhue's encephional smooth
ness, a suppleness thal mede the bike seem
to glide along as if it was sema sort of boycle
hovereral?, Yet lmmp on ibe pedals and the
bike immardiabely responded with & Burst of
acceleration Taki it antos namow, heisting
single-track - and that’s what cur laeverite
test ride consists of - and the bk dars
along vath thee bt of them. 11 just tha i
Soranl seem particularly guick yer ahe
raever aquick manusver o needed, the biloe
s absgrrs right thine. The only ares whese
tha kulve appeared o be Lacking was on any
hind of trials tpe of riding. Jusnping kags and
MmaRurvETing o rocky terrain a1 slow

Moots Mountaineer Racer, abour 51200

speed wasn't the bekoe's borie ye! after having
comphited a dificull passage, a rider would
laok back and suddenly realize thar the
Mooits had in fact done rarheer well. Separat
img precomcersed sotions from resulis
wasn'l abwms eavy with the Moots

Mo ore could realky quile Sgurne (s bile
oud. AN agriseed 1hs Moots i an enceptional
ke and ¥ a person could ondy have one
bike, the Moots would defrately be i the
final rumning. Thy st weren't sure exaciby
ity that wes. The only thing rressng fram
the bike's bag of tricks & a sense of
shoramnasihap. Bt that's st a reflection al
Hent, an anassuming, always lull of like,
unflappable bike rider who's perfectly
capabis of umping w0 a race e the 84
NORBA MNationals and finisking fourth
againad the iop mousdar Biloe racers in the
comntry. And that was on a standard Moots
Mountaineer, not ihe race modid

Kend s also one of those aos who's
ahways thinking of new gadgets. Mis banest
are “rosd hancles”. Thess sse short han
dlebars stschinsg out in front of the main bas
with 3-inch, wooden balls om 1he end
They're ooy about &inches lomg and look
somewhal dtrasge but everyore who brisd
them Eked them. What iksy do & et the
rider change inbo a stretched cul position
over the ke for & more aerodynamic
profle. On road rides they'ne great. That
change in postion relaxes certain muscle
FFoupd judl o ihe multiple posiiiors ol drop
bars do. Only with Kert's Hosd Hardles,
o il bawee la bsars bor rail riding. They're
an ingensous and simple solution 1o a
prabdem inherent to fla bars

Mountain Goat

When maosstan Lthies wete st duonkens
requiring muckh &lfort and even more
walking 1o navigate through the b koo
try and the state ol thie-art in Crésted Butie
consisted al rebuill Schainns with drum
brakes and a threespeed rear axle, along
camme the Mountain Goat, Chris Carral, &
certifd social pinball hopped wp on ihis
Latest auldaor craze, stopped me in ke
street and, in a veriable tidal wave of words
stacked up an each other like rumbling
daminoes, proceeded to tell me aboul 1his
imcredibdy Baght reouetain bike Be had, | had
o wdea wiat he wes talking about for o iell
tha truth, the idea ol puskersg an overweight,
one-speed sled throwgh the mountains
chadne appaal bo ma at all

He kept talking abesit ihese cval fubes
and lhspaeds and some sorl of peculiar
cantdiver baake He made no senss at ol
Eaat 1o hamor him, weent along 1o check ot
this wiesdes bike he was hraggng sbout. He
wid right; il was incredible.

Thad was ke first diamend braene moun:
i beboi | vt v o thoughs anothes year
passed before | jumped into 1his trai riding
quicksard, | suspect that was the bike that
really hooked me. B was lghi, looked tha
way a bike ought 1o keok, Fad knobly tires
and camtibroer beak, and fat loew over the
qround. Laber that summer saw the arrval
in touwn of two Cunmingham aluminum
mouniain bkes Bul il was ket Mowniasin
Goar that Fret riveted my attention

The name alore was an attention gr.:*‘-d._j
ber. What moee appropriabe name Co

ke be for a becycle capable of sipping over
rugged mountaam pesses? That bke's builder
warak Jul! Lindsay from Chico, Callfarnia
He's still building bikes mday and 1hey're
shill called Mountsin Goats.

That Cosnpis a full race version of Jelfs

'!lll-.ndmd bikes. But instesd of using oval
tubing, the Comp has Prastige tubing. The
Frasne i right in 1bwere with the st current

mking with its 17:inck chain stays and
A2-nch whetlbaie, The head angle is 59
degrews wihile the seal angle ks 71.5 degrons.
Middle of the road stull i terma of hesd and
=ral anghei. Hedults ware pretty rasch what
wa'd pxpected. To quote somne of the el
ridérs, “this bk s fan!”

Thar bike was & climber, in or out of the
waddle. Those short siays keep the weight
righi o= the seas whiel while the sead jube's
71.5-dugrisd anghe makes the seteg stand
ng trarsibon fakly smooth, especkally witk
the saddie all the weny lonward on the rals. A
stedper angle facildates the Eransiton swe
more bul the Mountain Geat made up for
thast by 1l pase with which weight distribu
tign could be adiusted dusieg st douwsihill
crners. Slhghil movenema lorward or aft on
the saddle inslantly alfected the bike's
harulling in commers for masimiam contral

That sense of contrel was possdbly the
bl s atrongest altrkmie, [§s handing was
ahways predictable and smoctb. s et the
quickest beke wa've testied despile tha shost
whedl Base, probably the result of the

crservative head argle, but it's certainlyan
imimediate shang lurs st a iree after the

“}ﬁg. n probiem, Tum the handiebars ard

Mount

the bike scooied rght past efforlessly. Our
mar bl Irack is over & loop Conbmnng
mosthy of an exceptionally fun sirghe track
The Mountain Goat passed wath fiying

Lugwaork on the Mountain Goat
Whiskeyrown Racer

Whiskeytown Racer, about $1,500

cxiers. The bottom line in bike tests i, inmy
mined, the grinfscios. Innhis depanrtmerd, we
had anotkss winnar

Companents are as usual top-al-ihe-
Bine, though not all the 1es! riders agreed
walh the selections. But then, you're not
buning the components; you're buying the
frame design. Every builder and acary rider
has access 1o all tha sarme COMpONRnts S0
stieeg wp the bike Tasle & wanily
sccomplishsd. Al any sate, 1k bt Baloe {1t
used 1o be George Theohalds race hike)
came with Specialized hubs with guack
releases, crankset, and sacddle Rims were
B 205, Thee dront deraileur was a Shimano
Dura-Aci [the bike was equ pped with ooy
a double chainsing ratksr (har the mone
wommean irphe ) while the rear was a raney
#pen Huret. The front brake was & Shenana
Doz XT, the reas & Susitcer XC. Shifsers
were Suntour with Suntour XC brake
levers. Excepi for the deralleurs, 1he
components were all standard stufl. The
Shemm wa & handsome affair built by Jefl

The paint job was an eye calcher as
bedcs a sponsonsd leam rder’s bike. There
Wik nG miskaking it Jor anything other thas
what it was. Whale i1's true fancy paird jobs
on meuntan bikes are someahal of 8 wasse
ot Sonsadering the abuse the brron &
going to be subpcted 1o, mene and mare
frama budders and rdirs seem 1o be opting
T that kind of finish. [t's & matier of price
and pleasure in having a findly crafted
maching and the paint & dmply the croen
ing bouc b despite the wear and tear i will ke
subjected io.

Paul Gallaher



Fly Fishing and Mt. bikes

A Successful Marriage o »

In iha gl ol the evening sun batkirg
1 Soerra Madee Mount s of south-carira
Wyoming, | pulled & nine-inch trout from the
rod. | was slanding hip-deep in water, my
reguntain bike hang nearby on (e lake's
s eephy sloped basik, staring at & brook trout
od exiraardinary pnk coloring. Here, in my
hards, was the reason we had planned to
fishi the labe at diny’s end

“Thewar fish are for eating'™ This com
mend, from a conversalion made fwo
months aarlier with my fishing buddy's
ufiche, resounded in my mond, We had
urseded 80 the refired gentbrman our plan of
n fousr-clay rvountain bike il fishing trek inta
he Sigrra Madres. He's a wetéran angler
srvdl farmiliar wilhs ihat ares we'd targeted.

Gracioushy advising us, he stabed, “While
| prisnasily like 1o fy fish sirearss and rivers
ik oo feflas, 10 tell yous this.” snd pointisg
renphatically o Batile Lake on eur map,
‘this. particulsr rarre broakie, its Nesh so
aink from gorging itkell on lake bottam
i, is o taste vou'll never borget.. or
ward bol”

This mament of inattentive reflection
ast me. With a quick twist, the trout
umped out of ey hand and, free of the
ook, darbid for the depths. This was the
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Story and photos by Roger White

“Angling: Incessant
expectation and perpefual
disappaintment.”
Arthur Young
Travels in France
1787

toppet on & diy of no fish amid a string of
maiadventures. My companian, fishing a
short distarce awy, cast o glance mvy wey
Tha caiasas in his face reflected our shased
disapposniment. A hushed silince settled on
thee Lok

A rock, knoched loose froe the top ol
b glacsal excarpment ringing the souik end
of the lake, suddendy hurthed ono the agran
of lalus Belonw the obif. W both turned and
caughi sight of a Big Horn Sheep. The ram
stond momentarily in regal rapase on a
ledgee high abore and then, burning so exit,
threw back his magnificent head as o
mockey cur lechnological deperndency.

We'd been tald the best fishing was
beloww an amphitheater a2 the bke's south
end in Elks Cowe, named lior the outling of a
huzge log juiting off share. But we'd failed io
reach it wath ger mowntain bikes. The socky
debeia made caer assault dangarous and my
Iriend wore ts abrasiue prood on his kip from
an earker lall, Char frustrations seemed o b
hemming us in on ol sides

| rermsersbsr thinking ke bungry | was
Samehow, e primal realization cf the nied
1o calih my meal dissipated my frustration,
sharpened sy senses, and rechangesd my
enargy. | Bdcame distinctly saace that Dwas

Waders

Waders are what kisp vou div when
wading ihrough rivers, s eflect, they ane
wates proal pants with attached shoes
Weight is a majos conssderation when
selecting waders. The atility to casily get In
and gt of & pair s anocher | usaally keep
ming o when working & sinkam, removing
them anly when the ride to a different
loc atvon requires any stremuous dllart ar
bike handling shkill

Weears aga, | cut down weight by using a
padr of old running shoes wnh pieces of
carpet ceminbed en, The sysdem was fine
wxsapd in cold, alpine waters.

Waders are usually either baal oot ar

stacking foof ivpes. The losmsr have the
bt basilt-im 1o the wader. Shortcomings are
a lack ol ankle support and bulkiness
Seacking foot Types regquite purchasng &
oot tofit over them, They're light and eaty
0 pack but drewbacks include a lendency
o wear quickly al peits of rubling (heek)
and the dithieudty of putting them on and
takreg them off

Most boo! wadirs are made of rubber
arud mus1 be pratecied from oeone with
proper cleaning and storage. Seoching oot
waders are made af latex, nylan, or neo
prarsr. Neoprene is supersr bl s dxpen.
Fey

Whatewver type wou select, if you are
fishing areas with slippery footing {net
urwammonl, el waders wah lelr soles or
with cheats. My chosta is rubber hip-waders
with cleats They're heavy and baliog bt
ey bo el in and ot of, | position the cleats
o the sole 1o permil wie on the bear trap)
pedaki of oy bice.

Yo generaly ger what wou pay for and it
defirately pays 1o Euay the type of wader that
st fsts your reeds. A good pair of waders
are &0 inveEsimER! @ summens ol pure oy
wading cryscaling walers and casting cwer
FESireg Frout




ATy ey reeatest
Wi buad b,

hidniche, ol Ehe Ssh

this brig wath the ldes ihat
By Fiahs and 7 ikineg would ba a
Pt marmiage of fwa forms of recreakion
Chur day had begun af sunrise. We stumbled
ol of our e bags, pul o the coffes,
shook wp Ik crange pasce, and saf down to
L] our day's sirategy. Cager dor an
early start, we qulped down colles and
P! e ready . W putt on helmets
ln‘ placed full water bottkes inbo holders
mounted up and rode out ol the

s it a4 the san beoke through

From the smaller irees bordering the road
the fute-Hor haralds of thrushes grested us
ak wo pansed by W lurned wesbeard while
a warm breeze genily ratiled the aspen
leares.

Wt tesdied upward over the kng b
reear the Contieserial Do,
wather beaten wsgr
Toswnaie, LRS- 1908

As | continued fishing,
time became non-exis-
ternt

the mingrs of the Cooper DNatrct abs
Encampmen mast have aced The in
pack a sharl dstance away st & pow
reminder of how rece
receded, barely
i

West of the old bown
crossed the Contin
Pass (9,916 it], We paused long e
starg rarthrward af the dor
Mt Bricges (11,000 #1) and ihe broash
panararma 16 the wesl, Below s,
rcsaridam lakies bay nestled in glack
Toawring cumulus chouds saded fow
like great elipper ships of the sy
bellgwing masis foretelln
thunderstarm, & regular o
area. Tha faint sound of thunder rolkneg
of the distance was a graphic
the damger posed by Eghining on high
adriide slopes

The sighi ol these thinderheads bas
tered us douwn 10 1he §Ereams we'd tangeted
barkerar, & sdeep, rowagh road planged dows
ward, whippersg us arcisnd hasgin hars and
past Baithe Crevk Campground 1o where
ks v paralieled the creek. At a point just
beloa the conflistrce of a amallr stream,
we Mopped 19 survey the area. Wi agreed
19 meeet back at this posni lates in the
afternoos then set aboul the serious bust
res. of Eslng

The sireamside brush made acceis

W Eha e

- d
b Tl [OF the summaer

a2

difficult, fe

appeoach

o aur bikes and
By as possihile, |

pavibern wich free or
o bedi o vt veTsa

] n baeloee maoning
r-‘ mie 1o quickly enier &
rs lendgih, themn retreat
n b the nest area
| comair i short peniod of
wagid. Ackditional
w stablret of walking
v sccessing both sides of a

i e ke

fishing. time became
cularly appesling '.'H-"»d
ped el

m his handlehar
d to a trail, advocating ik

adveniune 1 the
¥ whee] drive rosd

AMer & mile frek inward, we came wpon a
v et vy ourtaen §Eream
W its caeder, A dense flosal
sty wood Eles, anemonss,
&, and wallllowers bordered

m
¢ showing of coloes siopgeed
s, W book & masdnt s break
w pamaply of wildfiowers. Stand
it bikes, we discussed how
resed with us equipment
t bekind yei ebill remained
v mobile for exploring areas off
ch. Mot anhy did the maountain
i 1has mobdlity, they did i
sl ETipact upon the ETascEEnL;
uite & benedi wivn compared to ATV 8 ar

urselves sy (rom the prs
Wl prissed on. Beyond, a
wehpd = on the stream. Within a
tance, our well fraveled path griw
divedind and subdnsded mioa
sl paths thecugh the deadiall
the area

qruick baok at 1k Sopa map and
its 1961 printing date, we saw that
o route did nod seappear on the
ap of the adpoen! quad
tewring rube is thai a tralls
i & g
tidrn wather than
trick crver The map's nanmow

wd¢ back to the trai
inand a wind wwept cut
of the wesi. The roar aprond hing
Ehumder &4 r orver it
marby forest, We donned o ras gear

Prsrvd areny Prom e Belons, cronss bed dows
lww, ared dismally waited for the shighiest
Firdt of clesring. These dark shoes fed our
apprehensions aboutl the prodpects of
furtber disappointmends with poor fishirg a8
fha lake

Catch
and Release

[}

Catch and ridease alkows the trout best
sclapied fo an area to reach mabueily o
spawn and reproduce m order b0 replenish
mnel stabdilize the natural fishery of ke area.
Maragement practices show that plasied
trout dho not surviee as well as native frout

T prosvide the fish with ke besi chamce
10 retarn o is domain and survive s a
healthy and sirces specimen reguines e By
frhir 1o boliow & bibe Cautionany steps

Fush with barbless Fooks

Flay a Tish gabckily deov axhast it
Minirmize any handling of the fah oul ol
the wader.

Allew the lish to calm iself before
rérrinareg the hook

Handle ibe fish genily waib hide pres-

P 10 remose a swallowed
¢ 25 close as posaible to the)

Fraally, when you prepare o rebeass!
the fish, attend 1ot geny uned it regaira its
strergih 1o swam dway from wour cradling
arils. Moving it slowdy back and foath or
n&o the current can help sged recovery,

i

A sparklbrg blue sky coincided wish our
arrival ab the lake. Hs glassy surface refleci
e rrvihreg of guar mrisdoriumes in allempling
e reach By Cone or bosing ihe anky ish
caught the entire day. Like the lake's
il i, we rotigned cursehoos 168 typa of
fadverman's huredily that perhaps man and
Fas fishing methods are ab best only chance
ared, 81 that, a chance much higger thar any
2 ha Can imagee
Chur resignation sigaaled am end o a
fashy's prusdenes and, &5 ek would have it b
resurgence of the trout’s appetie. The lake
came alive with feeding fish. As ibhe sun
leaned hasily doars upon the horipon, w
meeled in brookies, relessing those 1oo small,
ihem clambered putdantly up the steep bank
1 ouir bikies.

Late that evening, around ihe ghowing
emmbers of & dying camgling, we Rniw ihat
#0¢ us, Fountae baking and By fihing was a
successtul marmage of two of our favorie
formds of recreation. Eating the resh caugha
brook 1roul wilh an ke-cold cup of while
ordandie] tied the big red bos on the presend

niatane Fud given L on T irek

Wb ades cqupment adpasiments.and a
modes! irmesiment, wou t00 can discover
thet: best of fly liakareg anad mourtam biking
anal thir ureapected mived blewmgs they
can bestow upon you. A day of bike fishing
COVETING Mmors than ten miles 7

Eating the fresh caught
brook trout with an fce-
cold cup of white Zinfan-
del tied the big red bow
an the present nature
had given us on our trek

syatem proveding lor the meeds of both
fishing acl baling s sl s pusiral e
The system | use conamts of a fsnny-pack
for pereonal fems, handlsbar bag for bke
lerms, lackle bag for fishing gear, front or
rear pannier bags, and aihees piece rod with
i

Inta the fannypack g0 the usual Sems
reeded for quick sccess: sunscreen, insect
eapillent, ani- deh lotmn, chapaisel, first
aid items, umglasses, croakies, antglane
ard defogger wak, 2 snack, and a stick o
Krary Glue, The handlebar bag oo

tire wepair bt

e Bor pabcieg
5, chain lubscant,

gear, TP, & -m i

Tha el b
with rewls, fiy b
paraphernaka s
Iy selectsons, W
rinegades, Adams,
irressnibhles, Fogal W
Barber Poli on our tnp

My alumirum rod case s 1h
and contains & thees pece Winst
rod (3 it} with 5 faatieg bea. | 2
case 1o the rear carrier wit
extendirg ko e (ks

O msdtheatson [
Guick Erips in and around hessy sor
where beeaking dows the
a handlebar-rod carriar
el tabs were sewn onto the
handlebar bag. Mex, | mads
stiagn, vach orw a one-inch sec
& tweine b hook section. With this o
thoe of strags, | can secusely Lasien o |
1 ke handlebars and bag. But cane muss bs
exercised when riding through

ree fewt bong

Al siwer 1has Bite cwer hath the res
and the butt end of the rod




S he Ughisin

enewal

roject

by Paul Tepley

| turned my ten-speed onto Sev
Avenue Packway and was impressed 1'd
niver seen 1k dreet before. Mansions and
large houses bult aroursd ithe turm of the
cendury marched in arderly array down
both sides of the street. Down the center
were grass covered islands beed o
shde with Lnge maphe frees. Wigh the
an each side of the siveet, parallel archways
of green were | The parkway's
eilaneds and 1he majests: obd dwellings' yards
cortained comntless schrubs, Mowers, and
rock gardens, a cormecapia of colors. 1 was
the et beautifial street | had ever seen and
a Erue find for Denver cycleng

Sewventh Avenus Parkway ran shightl
uphill into the distance from whire | stood
and was complitely urobstructed by stop
sy with anky one stop bighl. The sum had
just rcrved behind the erou st ais, femoving
the harsh beat of that |ate July shernoon
My enuscles were warm bt the air | rushed
through kept me fasly cool

My favorite riding on pavement has
abwmys Baen dight mclines and || reveled n
the sirect’s eay bul constant cimb, | could
take # wasy of push mosell ss hard as |
wanled yel never quite overcamang the
granng. | felt the smocthaess of the rosd
thi & epir responsmeness of my beopche, amd
the exhiaration of mey body, [entened & stase
wihere ey Becycle, 1he wind flowing by, the
sano0th pavement. the calmnsess of this iree
lined neighborhood, and my body wers
completely =ierrelated. My mind quieied
conbend 10 wilness the underking conmnes
tuom between mysel and the envirorement

| rwcatieed arsinw tha charm of thils street and
the wide variances in archiecture and
landscaping. Eack hause seemed to be
creatid independent of sach other - & rebel
from the suburbs’ tract bousing. | saw
Gothic marmions, three stony Swiss chalets,
Ciodarmal mansiors with greal pdlars, Vicso
rian houses, and a Mexican adobe ranch
oL,
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prry lungs beareg illed wath exhaast
g ik paverend has become
¢ dangerous, liss and less
s a sesull, ower the last beo
w gy used my road bk

ammute bo work alang a i

A

qan 1o Bolics the sase with
anmy booking becycly
kes, o courie, were
aan’t long before she
. | explained that we could
g |- arege ik gearing om her bihe 30 she too

coasd Bl with ease. But it was
ure of & bright rew bicyde
that | b ridden almadt arswhere had
haer, | s ot (e beast bil interested. As far
a8 | was concerned, a bikie was a bihe was a
b.kr And | alresdy had a seldom used $700

Feshi

| decided to belp Vicky ook for a
Eeke, W iarted i ihe Bbrasy
There were a few arlicls in various mags
zines, bl no evaluations of specific bdes

we did get an iea of whai
characieristics to ook for in &
ke, | alis bound an miticke im Town al
Courtry sbout ihe of riceny dir
roads. The story steved my inlérest a fittle
whic h | Guickby suppressed. Our newt kne o
it was 1o 90 to all the boyels shops »'
towm. We went 1o gach one and got bro
res and prices. After lofs of companing,
we rarrowsd the feld down to thres bikes
N it was i B9 g0 and try them out
Wicky bred ot the Erst beboe ibwn wastod

me o iy il “Just” to kelp ke out, | ged an
that ik aed toek it out for 3 spn. |t owas
better than | expected

Th first thersy | noticed was o completely
chiered feel. [Ewasn't af all Boe s fen-apeed
B was qusde lvehy and nod al ol what | hed
eapee tiel. Flecaose of s hemey sppearance,
I'd sssamed ¥ would be wnresponsbve and
shuggish | rode up a stidp paved kill almost
ellarilessly. It was great’ Then | rode
through a diml alley, berg espacialy caneal
b hr vy hode and rack, No
beki sierried B i coubd do anythmg, | was
hooked

W b untin baoes a week
lader. Our first nde wes up our st

ardhs of mding complitely sold Fe again
Enousta i W wwre impressed wrh
the Bihes wenl cver rocks, ruls,
and other shyrcrs deadly 1o skinny
wehis W erjoymed the ease withoahich
these bikes cou'd climb. Al
minutes, we were o the top ol
directly abovw our Boute We lboked ou
enver Boulder and the fioscikalls bo 1
We had chnbed in kss than 20 min
wihial wosld have taken an bour by ool
Then we discovered the most ax
tain liking: descending .a.|
wr el o e e
flying ower rocks, dodgengruls, s ing
ho dire, having a great time. |
st st where | was ong with
Eha becycle, che road, amd the & e, |
found & speed whede there was a sort of
caniralled unconirolledness: whise the
al miaments e
iradl Moy weas. Wicl
a8 encited teror
Three gquarters of the way down, we
onde a foot path keading off
right. The trall took us back up 1o T
thie eldage wheng wé bud cuverlooked Boulder
beat an the opposrte ered and righe sk the
hospital where | work. B reminded me of
whven | wan o kid explorieg the qully th
Blacha from my howse, Like then, ous
ride was an adverd s g bachygard
Pirhaps some people think it is foclsh
bemg chaldike. All | can sy s that ¢hildsen
are wiry euch alise and Baing this way isn't
Fmslmhe s whal makes e worth ling
Cwur nexst adverture fook us 1o & trad
south of Boulder in the greenbell. The Rud
Trail runs [rom Marshall Reservosr to
Eldorado Spaings and soms of the best rock
chmbirsy in | b cousriry, To get 109, we weni
thr a barbed wire gate qenerously
marked by Bosader County with a 3asch by

%

S-irch segm. Beyond was a cow pasture. This
proved bo be the frst ol many ancouners
with i Haredosd

Before gettirg my moantain bdoe, | had
ever paid apy sitennon o cows. D hadeven
e updating them 9 years before. Today,

1 am all poo tamiliar with them. These isny

thing really wrong with cows, They just

thet bril wnd @ wfacha inoyour tires. Plas
hew aren't particularly inleresting to look s
ompared 1o wildlile encoustered an the
rail. You also need to be careful abour
paeltng theen

Once, Vicky and | were rapidy descend

iy b dlewp tral 1had abruptly entered a cow
pasiure. This pasture had a lence, a gate,
sboast 40 cons, ared 2 bl - one bull oneach
sk of the fence, Owur sbropl appearance
tartled the cows. Every #ngle eme of them
slarted ooy The wey they carried on
viu would have thought we found the
voungest call and totured # 10 dearh, Of
ourss, 3l thi upset the bulls. We didn’
\hink; the bulls were a5 innocucus as ke
S S0 Tade 8 Bty oitreat 1o narmow
trad keadeg mway o the right. The turned
ouf 1o be a real mess. My ieeleags Tor cows
hasn't been the sama since.

The Rudd Tral has a wonderful opical
tugion. Diown & up and up is down, The ke
[ the land makes it appear (hat you are

aoirey dowmn towards the mowsniaing. You
aren’t because ik tral Tollows a diteh angd
he walter Nows in the coposite direction
When wou return abong chis frad, it keakis as i
wous are going uphil at a peetty decant pitch,
el s are mol. AR s maloes for very
iowabie riding because it seems you go
downhill boih wags. It alio makes me
wonidir abeul the psychology of uphdl

g

You don't heve 4o go 5o or live rear the
mnlaing b enjoy & mountain bee. Fe
ently, Vicky and | were in Calaradn
S, stappd 16 did & friend who is
w40 o kaing time rosd bike entbusia. Hae
=as interested in our mountain bikes,

Framk Staub

Vicky, being the most gracious, laaned
Terry her b, Teerew andd | book ofl koking
tor & place 1o ride. After all of four blocks
and behind the local s pirg mall, we
fourd an empty lor. Il was complete with
byl obslacke course, dich, and weeds

[Bakoe drails ran cwer small kil theaugh the
diich, min dedp sand, and through & small
rmarsh. Terry and | spent the nexr howr
umping and dodging abstscles, getting
haydewdr, splashing through the ditch,

saniking in iand, and st generally ey ten
weans od agan. W losi nearhy hall a century
Between us, Mountain biking had a new
conwert

I have never had such a great fay

Parhaps thire should be a label that comes
with every mountain biloe ststing: WARN

ING, this device & addicive. Use onhy when
ol g 16 impacene wour physical, mental,
andl spiritual well being.

Frank Staub

Big News

TIRT / TANDEM

A gagnificant first n mscuntan bk racereey
eccurred at the Tahos to Truckes (THT)
o road classic, On August § 1, teo tandems
lirwedd up for the start of the race for (ke
wecond year i a row, The TNT, wah 1,000
feet of ehevation gain and descent separated
ar thi halfway point, is well sunted 1o a
tandem’s advaniages. Fast down kills are a
tanckirs dorte,

Mo probests of the tandema was ewr
heard until alier Roy Rivers and Joey
Patemsan, vicking lor Wildemess Trall Bikes
Sentour, crossed the linish kne first. They
won by a significant mangen (1-33) over the
second place rider. The peomober of the!
THNT, basecamp in Takes City, was puf in a
redgemental position whan the 2nd and ath
place finishers protested the lack of specal
chassafication bor tandems. This was alter the
race was wan, Apparently mone of the
RO AM riders fook (b Landem sercuashy
wwen thousgh Rivers and Patision are abways|
& magns lorce 1o be reckoned with. The
NORBA rule book gave no clue as be what
should be done in susch an eveni

Protests to the eflect of an undais
advantage of ihe tandem were haard, The
promaotes and the racers agreed on
cormpromise, on Roy and Joey's part. I eas
decided that first cveral bedonged 1o the
tandem team B that the first place cash
e would go to the first sevghe belos acrons
the line with suceeding ridars placing
socordingly.

Wery lew mountain bike courses are
suited to tandems. The THT happers to be
ong of them, Since MOst Courses are
dia-advantageous lor tandems, separate
classificaions sibem unnecessary. And im
lace, the dmachardages of a tandem racing
T rever discussed, demadvantages such
23: b brical haruding abiities and increased
Ehabhood of mechanical lzdure. Peterson
and Rivers put up litile objection to the
protesi bor thay &dn't feel the point was
wairth srguing about. Both raders wanted 1o
win the race and thay figured that the
tandam b 1he bess chance as borg s these
were no mechanical fallures, As lar o ik
Wilderness Tradl tanden team was con
cernid, they won the race.

Perhaps ngxt year, the TRT will see
miodé landam entries, Mo doubi their
appsrarance wil be taken more seriously by
the PRO

Matthéew Hebberd
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A Chi
Off the O

Yourd betber look bwice at
this machine. Becduse we under-
sfand how you could mistake
the new Specialized Rockhopper
for off-road hl-:'yn:'lr- costing
virtually hwice as much

A ¥Gve years ago the Rock-
hopperwould have retailed for
5750 In Fack, this all-terrain
wonder is as good or better
than the origmal Stumpjumper.

Third Generation Technol

The reason for the Rock-
fu,1pp|.-r'_- remarkable price!
performance stems from dra-
makic advances in manufacturing
techniques. This hard-nosed
bike also boasts the bloodlines
of the sport’s most respected
machines: the Stumpjumper
family.

As with all of our 1935 off-
road bicycles, the Rockhopper
is equipped with a uni-crown
fork/frame system. Allowing
a blend of agility and I:.ll':ll]li'_|I found only

in the world's most expensive all-terrain bikes.  Specialized. We've pioneered off-road pro-

features, There's
SunTour derail-

Specialized

N crankset, sealed

. bottom bracket,
St o, Syttt it and hubs, And

Saturae X-28
off-road rims fitted with Specialized
Crossroads tires.
While the Rockhopper establishes bold.

new paramebers for off-road riding, it's

precisely what you've come to expect from

Then we duction bicycles. And quite clearly, from the
rrade sure nio- Rockhopper and the Stumpjumper Sport to
body could come the Stumpjumper and Team Stumpjumper,
Even r(-matcl-:f- we continue bo lead the way,
close to the But you must be w:-r-.-:[ermg about the
Reckhopper's Rockhopper's price. Visit vour local Specialized

Dealer. Take the Rockhopper out for a test ride
Its price will floor you and its performance

leurs and shifters will leave you spellbound

g
By,

SPECIALIZED

Ouer Tradition Is Tochmalogy

American Made
FON CHOANGE

Handbwill guality in 4 models from 5745,

Stres: 15 100 18, 190 27, 23 & Triaks Bikos
Colors: ro-gairy nid, pes usbom and race
Dptcengt Fak ork, bisy g dnd Cook Somponants

CITY CYCLES
331 Somenville Ave,
Somerville, MA 02143
617-625-4922
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Clothing for the
Backcountry

Standard rosd garb is e o ey rides
ol am Feour or two bul rene specislined grar
u reguined for Backcountry ramblis ol any
engih at all. That's especially true for
THRINENS environsnis. A day ihat staris
o8 with sparkling blue skues in the marning
can by micshernoon have become ouwer
cast with gusting winds and cold, stinging
ran. There've biwr plorgy of times when
shert olf and sweating heavly, M've grownd up
a lomg pass and crossed Ehe ssmm st in
timat 10 s & wall of rain closing in fron
otk side. The consequences of not being
propery prepared lor the weather can ba
disastrous

Thawe of us omce celebrated
tant oocasion by getting to
champagne beeakiass B
linshad, we had an &
way, Whe thee
long ride up one valley, over a N
deram another val P, Thee rcke wip
wag 3 sometwhal beisarely crulse in the hat
sun wilh wil dfiowers along 1 rasd swaying
in o bght breeze. Naar the fop of the ridge,
we atoppid lor & break al a speing and
without aur naticing. time crept by, We
finally headed ower the bop and started down

iTial oy e
elbent buze urdes

Ehat B haache but wet'd daedbed 1o lang, W

mirg sheet slos hall

i of our baughs and
the idea of extra
d oar buzzing
cychng shorts and
¢ ol We dove for cover
sifcre lomg, the
aled our sheler, Wi

wat rapidly fisning
firal

@ a brgak lor home. We thaught that
wt we'd gt warm

I, e g
dangeroushy ypather All becase we'd
nod bothared hyng estra clothes arourd our
wsls, That was a ksson I've not forgoten

Fortumanely, precaely the hind af clo
thing reountain bikers newd @ i ng o
barcorwi available. Yeou dan’l need a bot, just
break the force of the weather

Mot that foul weather gear hasn't heen
available. Doy it has. But & mousten
biker's meeds are somewhat urigue and the
autdoos mdustry has been dow in respond
g bo e feeecs, especially the nevds of
mountan bikirs

Dhna of the most impariant considera.
faons of mousdam baking chothes 4 pertabii-
by It should be light enough and compact
entuch o be tied saund the waist 1 it's oo
buthy amd SO 10 CATTY, P00 WO
Mot mowtain bikers peedir heading out
Uast s ight. Loacking up a bike with axtra
oear and wight just taloes sway from the
fan. So laak for clothing that you can e
argaand your waist or shulf into a fanny pack
or saddie wack

Achieving bght weight, compactatdity,
and prodection iram diaerse wealbsr condi
hons a7 easy. Partioularky since cypclists
are grest heat gemerators. Staving dry from
raim doesn’t da much good il end up
soaked by perspiration Balancing those
confbcfing goals b a challenge. Foliowing
are two manalscturers’ sodutions 1o 1kis
chal'srere

[

-.wh-’.- wom alk o The mage

L

LEADING EDMGE

Leading Edge is a small cempany out of
Boulder, Colarade specializing m epeling
clodhing. They v beer a well knisim secret
Fef years amongs? a amall circle of bike
racers and shiers in Colorado. Jim Hesden,
presiden of the company, has been warking
with the L5 Mational Cycling Team for fwe
searn developing their newest bne of el
themeg

That may mot al firs! seers & particulark
strong recommendaton for backcountry
cycleg boul weather gear. The needs of the
Marzanal Team would seem fo be fas re
macrved from thase of mountain bikers. Bus
the resulrs ol Jim's desigrang and testing are
nit anly adaptable bo mound ain bedor il Hhiry
sre superh lor hackoouniny use

Wt makes Leading Edge's nowest hne
al gear =0 unique o Fhe use of foureay
stretch Gore-Tax fabric. Gore Tex s wind
redmtand. wateeprool, and breathable_ In
any actmity whare bady heal & generated,
there has to be some means ol ke
paripirahon escape. But @ pour cuter ab
walerproal, mal only & the ex

ol abli te pass throwgh, Aeis
nterion waler. You end up & wet a8
would vkt the shell. Mot with Gere Te
Gare-Tex m a thin mcre-parous B ih
aliak only very seall molecubes of waler 1o
pass theough, Susas talls imio this cabegony
ar doasn't. It's Beoe s o B

r.
Does Goer Ten work? Depends upor
of owridone
sthang manufscturens beliee it doss, Jim
en and Leading Edge have no doubs
s #, Theeir extensas use of Gore- Tex s
ple prood of tthat. Because of that
suppart lram both mansfacturers and
15arh, Gore-Tex has become the state ol
the-art in foul weatber clothing loe active
1]

Leading Edge’s el wst her cycling gear
cormisis of bighls, wesd, jacker, baaties, hai,
and gleves, The eight-pane] tights usas
eaarway stretch Gose- Tex froms the insade
g seamn aceoss the front fo the side and
around e waist wilh a srall paned vertcally
dhirwm the back, right where the tire splashaes
mud and water on wou. A Zpper on the
outside al each leg exrends up the call so
theey can be put on cer shoes. The balancs
of the tights are made of polypropylens e
cra parels. The vest asl schet use the saeme
design idea: lour-way dreich Gore-Tex in
fromd, pelypropplenefycra = back

Gare-Tex is used ik because ihal's
whame ihe mosl protection is needid. The
hack i made cut of polypropidene becsuse
of its excellent wicking sction and
tiom. Despate Gore Tex's ability to be
wealerprood and breathable at the same Hme,
addaional outlets are required for the
quaritities of pamaperation releasad by riders
Harmrsir ap ahill in the micdst of s raimstorm
while eweloperd i & cocoon of Gore-Tex
and youll b wet from sweal unable to pass
through the tabric. Yeu 1l simply be prodac
g moishure laster than the matesial can get
rid of i, Hmcw the use al thi polypropele-

continusd p. 47

Paul Gallsher

PLUMLINE without conscious efftrt, We used thisn ma
varsty of coms 5 will excellent resulis
roducied an enbee b ol W g @ alia excellent for
vy cvching. The CRORE-COuUniry § BTN Saanag, fisnning,
polypropulens, hiking, and s T,
of parits, knichers, and The mext step up in weather prolecins
aait thar Plumibin 3 m Jachel amd Pasts
Polyprops arg cambined for
protectEm from but mod ram The
trcet ol btk 1B pachiet and pants corsets of
polyprosnlena with
lor wand protection
it polypropybens wi
Hard pochets o
propidens whils th
dadtic closures. A hull

fine bas i

tweaihar
sl and pants. The
& pull-over ekt with
The bghfweight mion
s for wingd peotec
wction thoisgh it works
k| cofditions, Sieeich
i makie for 8 snug
ng and flapping in ke

lengrh rippiT e

e hagad
rly cormtracted
ramy Eha outside of

Tha pants have two ratewonthy dessge
tricki, The firs: pete beeak in the
rlon fabric over the kaee. The nylon
coming down from (b waist ends bow §ha
knee while ihe nydon from 1 nhkle up
exierads Ao the ke but underreath tha
upper nylon. Consequently thers is na

peattineg tha panis on gver thoes

Bosh garments can be stulted insn ke
back d a gyclhing persey, rolled up
] Ehae wearsl, of jafmmed inio a
small saddle hag Thiy're so easly laken
along that including ke hap # abmaost

Maximum pratection fram Plumiline
3-Season pant and Gore- Tex jacket
=

contirred on p. 46

Windpants and jocket on left and
on right

i
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Camp: No matter how one goes,
the thought of camping should
act as magic, should make one
restless for the freedom of out of
doors. There is only one wav o
get the real flare for outdoor life,
it is to get into the wilds, away
from the cities . . . Camp life is an
intimate association of people.
Probably nothing else so fully
discloses strength and weakness

of character.

World Book Enclyclopedia, 1925

Summer Camp

story and photos by Paul Gallaher

Hello Muddah, hello Faddah
Here I am at Camp Granada

That saing by Alian Shetrenan, the weird Al
Yankovich of kis day, conveys, mese than
By abher | now, the specal kind of bizare
paychic confusion that for mosd kids &
madern surmer camp. Far from the 1923
ideal, the institution seers 20 have drfted
away Inom its orspnal e phasis on ootdaar
lile, Wikderness inlimacy has Bawn lost

Or 50 | thought uril a driend, Andrea
Hellar, rold me abowt a camp called Mivaho
Trads. Ardres was a Mavaho Trads counse
lor, an intructor on one of the frst moun
tain bike programs ever developad bor kids
anyxhere. The camp seemid to bear
chaching ot How would s mountaln bike
pregram fit imto Movaho Trab vwesen of
the hallowsed American insticgtion, semmer
camp? And what, | wendered, would the
ids really gt oi of 7

It werd arwthing like the camp | went o
a5 a wowth, I'd find & struchared basracks
Iype affair where insecure pre-sdolincents
slood in lne to have their fingernals
wapected by stern bul well meanieg o ounsg-

38

lors. They would scunmy off 16 eveny 2 heour
aithaty a1 the s o o burzer, bell, ar
prirecorded wol howl Arrning Bustered
Erut tidy b cvange ard white
would worry lest they eus extra KP duty o
&y rit fior being labe. The behie program
woaild no doubt consist of 2 bkurs of niding
arcund a pre-amanged course quided by a
borad counsior. |t would be bl for ampone
wilh & seve of adventure. It would be Camp
Grarads, But, who hrews, mayhe this one
d b differert

Camp is very entertaining
And they say we'll have some
fun

When it quits raining

The biy comes soreamesy down 3 rarrow
single-track. A nasty boulder s all bt
Wacking b path sround a shusp tum. |
shout 3 warning. He defly avoids it and
Isuighs
1's not that hard,” he says. “You should
Futvw sawn us pesherday.”
Dwould gladhy bave seen themn yasterday

buat | spent all day amdd hall the kgl jusd
tryng 1o find the bl weasels. O, it was
eddy amough 1o Snd Nevebe Trails Camn
cutside of Becknel, Lk And Diade Titarry,
carg coordinalor, was helplul encugh. He
Bruby wamied B se@ the =nourain b
program. Trouble was, they were 20 mibes
awayy naear Fish Lake m the Henry Moun.
taing. He dxplained that when the campers
Fip. Ehaey covr a8 much ground o

W start a mountain bike
Prograes i the firsl place?™

T got a great diad on a dozen bikes aboul
2 years age.” Dale can be quite candid a
temnes “and we had to figure out how 1o use
them. As it has lurned out, the bikes sreone
of the most popular activities we ofer. They
really pat kids oul &0 the wilderness ™

Dale’s enthusiasm wasmed up as he
continued 1o explain how sanly kids adagt
b0 rickineg bikes in (ke mountaing arsd cesernt
He said they quickly leamed that kads as
WOUM) &4 hine can red bong distances. The
kids abso pack all tharir gear on i Bsr Ralwigh
Tamracks althcugh | could see by the large
amounts of food Dale was putting im sy car
that they had lallén sho of iheir goal. Late

e eeEeEEEEEEEEEEE—

that eveming. | found the intrepid campers
defied dowwn by the shores of Fash Lake, w0
powtically named by the Marman pROnEE S
That rext moenirsy over pancakes, | mt
thit campers of Naaho Trails. Thaey seemed

..'nfhu!‘-w-x - wnpecially for 700 AM, and fo
i

wehile | thought they were excited to meet
mat wntil | realized that it was | who had
browgh 1he pancakes. The kids rareged bn
=g feam 10 fo 15 a5 were from as dwerse
places as Sunapvale CA, Loesville LA,
Tuscon, AL Berkely CA, and Berin GDR
Mot had heard sbout the camp fram
Iriends O sivr ads in magares B Sunset
Amid the laughter and fal der-al of
breakiast, avolce rose from the ol ke side of

“Yeour parents pay $370 & woek lor you
‘e come out here” says Shawn Gogerty to
one complaining camper, “s0 wou better be
hawang fum. Don't waiss ol on me.” Shaen
tighfens up a crank onone of the bikes, He's
a liithe aeniyed, The bibiues breai dosn a ket
Shawa it in his mid-thirtios, a school beacher
Irom Denver. He could have been the
napiratsan for Bal Murray in Meaiballs
Atired in a sweatshert, riding pants, and b
et present WW | motorcyele sunglasses.
Pt i macy o today's ride

“We're going ap Um Pass today” he
siales.

“Wheni's that ™ ashs & camper

“How should 1 know? It's aut 1
somawhere, we'll find it, woul ride i,
woin WILL hawe fun.”

As I'm listening to this, Andres, co

..'W'hi‘ll'l' with Shawe, il /e in on the

L]

ograen, N took all day for these kids 10
cower the 20 endes from Bicknell ™ “Dhon't
lorget the ram” & chipmusk-laced camper
mipes g, "Oh year, @ has rained cortinuoas
woaince we beft,” says Andrea. Bt they did
reity well considenesy they had full pasni
eri.” Mow [ knose Andrea is baing generous
She's used te high mountas trals where 30
miles with full panniers we
waray from & good party tha

“T hate ther rain,” g5 onae pimply faced
alder boy

“Name sometbing you do Bos, Marvin ™
says Chipmunk

Hrack it off you two.” Andrea knows
harar bo break up fights, one reason she's 3
good counssor

“Tha is a co-ed camp slthough this week
Shurami amd | are taking out only boys. The
way it works is the kads come here lor
rabere from three to cight weiks a2
time. Each waek. they pick a spoet for that
weelke. Thay cam choose ram windsurfing e
water skiing on Lake Powell, kavaking on
the Green . rock elimbing. hiking
hosseback riding in the Henry Mountasrs,
amd maun g ust about armewhere
we want 1o take them Eazh actnity is done
for & wedk 5o there's plenty of time for kang
xprechitions. ~

The mare Andrea talked, the more |
realized this camp wai lar differest dram
what I'd exparcted. Only a day ared a hali oe
30 of @ach week is spent in the comparabig
uxury of the main camp. The sest of tha
tima i Epent oyl in the wi 18 where

counsdtors Bke Andrea are kond of saying 71
e do armetheng [or kids ihat by can do
far themssehaes.” For the dest tene in their
Ias, many ol thess carpemns were away
treen mom, dad, and the TV sei. They were
Buappang stores of skoonks, bears ("an old
L 8 Of Eha wary wp here 1hat you're
pased 1o & ees 50 the bears
WO | gt ois” idid one widy-eyed kid b and
the sternal werewoll, They were scared o
death sometines and loving i, They were
also downg things on e 15 most kids
v gat 1o do

Take me home oh muddah
faddah

Take me home | hate
Granada

The day dearsd bright and cloudles
The aspens wire shimmering green all
aroursd us. Scents ol pew and earth fre
shamed by days of rain came 1o 1S on tha
breeze. We strinped cur bives of o nom
essantial gear and lubed the chains in
praparation for a day ride over Umn Pass st
marth of 11,500 foot Me. Terrell, Our route
folbowird a trail through & cow pasture
Hame on the rangs. Dur bikes glided
elfinathessly kke deer and antelope playing
Thie skies were nod clawdy buf suddenly
1kt was a descouraging word

“It's probably going 10 s2an rairing.” lt's
Marvin, the tall, gandgly, pimple-daced boy
Ien getiling to know as 8 complainer. “H it

ET ram this time, can wi 90 back fo
camp®™
o way!” Sean shoots b asaasr

We tuemed aff the main trad and staried
up i pass. The ten boys labored up a



sieeper slops, They weren't used (o the
alitude smoe most we | Frosahy Frovms dia
lewel. We stopped re oftem for water
breaks. Maran drark bs L and eeed 0o
bumn from others

“Aurey by hiere: hawe soame water ™

“Sund, Manin, dverpbody but you.”

Theey were al on fo hime Maran wed &
souiibern Calfceraa boy who had grosen up
with little real comtact winh people othar
than what he s on TV, He wes used fo
quitiog his way bl not used 1o having io
jastidy o, A1 15, wiry lew camps would
accepd him. Bud here, | could see he was
lieameeng

| remembered the words ol Nancy
Sampace whn, akong with hes Fasband Do,
slarted thi camp some 210 yeans a5

“Cur programs are designed fo enlice
kids bo descover ibese ovm unigueness. Wae
wAnl e 1o kepen i vahie thimsskas &
contribubion bo society and value others &
UNIGUE CoFibuLors.”

“How”™ | wondered “do you do that ™

“We prove 1o kids they re survivars
Mlesvin o a e enamrgib of the kind of kid we
can Failp,” ik contmued. "He's ol & bad
ki really. Ii's jusi that he hasn't ever had o
assocuald wah odi his owe age much, al
leasd not intimabely Bhe one doss in camp
When he sl came bese, anoiber kid sfole
samapthirg from him, just (o ieass him
Marvin got mad and wanded us o call the
pobce and have the kid arrested.” She
Laughied. TThat s the anky way he conld thek
ol o cheal with 1hee sibuation.

I sestrewid ilhat Maren, and masy o her
el 1k Kids wih g to Mavake Trads, weuld
always rely on parents or some ofber
anhediny figare 10 had them oul of unplea
sant sibaations, to schwe their problema for
them.

W sgreed b have Masvin hare an 1he
condithon that his parents have no access
e wrhube be's 20 camip. Thiey were pheassd
1 be rid af thewr problem child for the
summer without having to pui kim, or
themsshoes, i an asdum. They're off
wacaion, W B 1hat when a kid 8 ouf
s or her own in the wilbderness, ihey
chre croirt i wiorwt hireg invaicke o tharm
sehves they can rely om.”

So Marvr's lolks are ofl i Busopes now
ard Marvin & in the woods learming st
Frerraedl and oiber people.

Faour howrs of laboring up the trad
brought us 1o the top of Um Pass. On the
wiay, Marven scenehow sal in & cow palty
arad 1rurd 16 wipe 11 odl om gne of the young
kid's panmiers. He was caught, ol course,
and forced o clean it off

Wharswr reas b 1hee 1o of Shae pass, we
decovered, much to cur arazement, that
thie ivad had batwr completel; Boched oM
eficind Forest Servce Bashion. A huge log
Bemce inderlaced with harhed wire stretched
13 bith Borizans. The tral on the other sde
had been bulidored A series of forbadding
mounds and corresponding holes descend
el U S bt st T avs Lo v o couled
s Trees grew thick on bodh sides. What
s Once & bree e trall baed bess bombsgd
btk B0 natuang,

&0

“Mers this locks B fun,” saps Sean

“Are you kidlding? Thase's ne read!™
whined an exhausted Manin

“Yaah, | koo 1's an advnline.

"1 don't khe # rady aed Ton geendg
back the way we came.”

Masvin has & good whine on and ihe

b rh i usualy dos fey asy
atieriion e bsesgnning 1o wonder
Boir Bl & point. T setuation i goidng critcal
ared Sean knew if

O s, we W vote on di,” says Shawn
M i wand b go bach (e RETE Wiy, S6
b sarme b stull, tha same old cows,
wer s it B swant 1o see what ihese
bikes car 5, wi Tl ride tham ol ko

Megoticting vet another ohstacle on
the rail

bwre chif and =

He was hlarsas in his asgument Hs
wense of shandon appealed fo the kids. Even
thee youngesi bad a sirong desire for st
ture that & keadir could appeal 10, Some
Fersr, i gonao logic comwinces eight oul of
ten of the boys 1o bollow him off 1o th
kingdom But fwa ol the bays, including
Marvin, were sef on goirg back

Mo way!™ Shawn's voice sounced Bk
Giad broadcastrg the ten commandmenis

“But | thought vou said we could go back
il o e, " aqueaaled Marvin and tha
ot by

A show smile canw over Shawn's face

T s, Briicdes, vewt b all the wrates,”

That litthe problem cut of the wey, the
youang expiorers bagn ke descen. Mos: of
Bl were seerg what a bike could do for
the first time in their lnes.

Carefully, thenwith greater conlfidence,
they tedted thir bshes on the hills and diges
ihat had been plowed up. Far from being a
hedrance, the keds dscowited the Forea
Servica had mad & plyground for them
Their speed picked up and soon they were
ilying down the mouniain Finally, 1hay
needed the helmets the camp required them
1o winar.

“This i i Bhg BMX ™ whooped 1]y
old Sam

Mardin was screaming with joy i ihe
ferst L0 yargts. Hisk compatieet m reechation
weas [ar ebwead of ibe pack until he came to a
place whane the rosd had been fooded.

“Whhat o we dor har ™ the by saked
fearlcss header Shawn .

“You da this,” he replied as be spe
diwn & hill and il a feol of waber. The kids
indloared and zoon everyone was soaking
wrt and lusgreng, Thiy cortinusd dewn (b
trail, now lookang foreard Bo the warmdh of
CAFTIR.

Arndrea had a buge fse bumming when
ihey arrwed. Every kid had some excibing
ssory 10 add 10 the day’s sdwemure

T wiss geireg o likie 50 mph then 1 hit
this burmp and went Sang!

“r was besier than BMX!™

“THak swaber wis caoll”

T was cobd Bon!™

“Takmost Sed! The downhll was (b bist
part.”

ey, you guys are mot true Mountam
Flikiers,” aaps Shaem Yo been up and
AT & s e i one day.”

“Weah, and we made up a sorg” S8
e bad

“Let’s hear it,”

Thiree of lour kids staei up 1o some
Aamileds ture, more ike the chane of
wearmiors ooy beck from the humd

“Mownian Dikers, brandess wonders
marueis of the kil

dfey wnar hedraits o e the sean off

and cadch e braing when spalied
Mounrar Biers, Mountorn Biers ‘
Crazies oo hud wheols

Alan Sherrman would ve bord that. Butd
b "l Pl i vt b menels 8 ol have been
sbout & different sort of camp.

i

'.'IFIE,S

(e

One of the mos excting aspects of this
crazy mountain biking world i the contmi-
ik velition in peoducts that is going on
[t's an enirepraneur’s plagground with
enthusissis across the counbry experenen-
iy wiitk e idaa and amoiher. Some work
ol Some don't, The Ground Contral tiees,
dasinbuied by Speculized and Widernais
Trail Bikes and just infedisced onfo the
markiet, and the Hibchey trel, e bulad by
Avocel, are lwo of the latest mountain
bekimg achias that dis work.

The Grownd Cordrols are a dramalic
kap lorward bn off rosd tee design. They're
the result of hours of brsin stomming by
Wildermess Trad Bikes’ partners Charhe
Curringham, Steve Potis, and Mark: Slate
working m concert wilh Specisieed. Ground
Controls were designed for one purposés
iy, Iraction on dint, gravel, rock, and mud,
The normal terrain surisd el lesmd ance you
vard yoiar back on pavement. They are
it oy nol mults purpose though they can
be ridden arpewhere. [y just that oa any
nard surface such as pavermni or compact-
el cint aned grovoed, thery're slowes 1han many
another off road tee sech as the Rachay
Biar on thie trabl, there isn't ancther tire
urrenthy available providing the same level
of performance & the Ground Costrols.

Mormally, Mountain Bike Magazine
sty well away from making any such
Elanket siabementis concernimg one prosdhict
verius anciber. Evaluating producis & foo
subjective. Wha is 16 sy what's nght and
whal B, Wa have no infention of settng
cursehes up o the Sral aulboney. Instead,
we prefer passing on the indarmation (hn
L bihng o paaboe wp your cen ermd what @
wight fear you, Blart wng nf el an exception
wiilh e tines.

Thetir performance stands out 5o cleary
b vy alker lire's that we'te wiling to
o oull on a imb ard state so. The resson s
sinple, Every technologal advancement
starts pomewhere and W b med doubt
that b Ground Congrols wil turmouf o be
tha Firat in & wirve of rew tires that vl put
Ehe cnaes currenily in wid inla the Lame
cabigory as the clanhers that led o today™s
T AR Dl

Groand Controls {the name a8 oul
standirg as the tire) owe their grip 1o
specially shaped blocks fanking the tire's
cerier ine. Braking and acceleration Blecks
afe pretty strail fopward. Rectangulsr
blocks are spaced aloed (ke center hne of
the tire wiih only a iowch of slternating
aff st Thare is no atlempt sl crealing &
center ne rickge tor haed susfac e riding Tha:
bocks are spaced hor makaTum Eraction
The only way 16 really evaluate their
effectiveness is to either use the farme balii
o a hill, seitching tines afier each chmbing
atlempl, or have a numbser of identically

New Products Review

Ritchey tire

2w i bebes with difer 8 o eac b one
Car chnb teits showed an
over most ofher tires' irac
coanpared 10 the IRC Racer, the dflere
il gt b

It was in cornering and
wheee the Ground Ce
Their ability ta stick to the &
uncanny. The side blocks
Thiy et shaped Bk Matban
maoms with the open arch lacs
lree. The ends of these small dama are blunt
punrie and whiks thiy proveds seme sarisce
ares for accelerating and Braking fraction
it's minimal compared 1o the surisce sres of
tha center bree blocks. Mo, the side Bocks
are clearly inbended for resisting asy lateral
shpping of the tee

Addnonally, the rebel of sach Bock &
greater as you move sway from Eha tines
cemer. Lean the wheel over and the grp
SOETTT B CTease, This wak picean Lime
ter time by everyone who rode (hem
Cornering speeds were almost uncanmy
YWt even maore dramatic was hoee sold the
tires delt i & turn. There was rever any
sqarrrbraess. When the tire dd et go, the
shide was predictable and contrallable. We
ware contmucisly Tnding cursebees g
inte o diter than we had ever dared
before. On side hills, they were unbalievs
Bl Thaoe sk bloeics jusi dug in and carved
across where other twes shpged nght oul
from under us.

Flun hwme's et 00 1 e 1 han juast the
biccis. The ssdewalls are remnarkably soll,
erabling the nee to supplely roll over the
groeamal, absarbing noegalartus and mam
taining conidant contact with the terrain
Whih egual tire pressure in iwo different
tirirs, snch as 1B IRC Racer and the Geosnd
Conbral, ihe batter fel smooibser whns the
tormar seemad 10 qer so shghily bounce
over the groured

Mo dosabt Grownd Condrols sne starting
b wasmed 1wy goed 1o bee troe. Do’ woanyg,
they do hawee thenr drawbacks. Fara, they v
slow on pavemenl. All ihad great traction
that propels thm koraard on din also holds
thism back on smooth surfaces. Definiteky
thiy are mol a dual purposs fie. And ndtial
impreiaons are that thy msy wear (aster
than many a tire. Time will tell whthar (B
i i lact Trese. Pul wo far, That’s what peopls
are thirking. Theey abia tend 1o load up itk
mud perhaps & bif faster than ofher fresd
pattisns, That was strictly a subjecine
abservation for whin the tires chd load up
sttt masd, eveery oiber tire did foo. They just
appeared 1o load up after 1he Grownd
Controls

The Ritchey tires were imrodeced ths
sammar, Like the Grousd Contsols, thay
are also & step forwaerd in tive design Butim a
dillerent asea, The Rilchsy's are a dual
purpot (e that bave made all he other
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dualpurpose tires obsolate. Thare's really

nothing pasticularky dramatic or different in

the disign. Instead, they've wmply laken

#xnmting ideas and made them lar mare
i

Tha backs are small squares with sach
wide poulpded into a concms curve, Wheth
er masang siraigh! ahead or shideg side
wiay, thodd curved surfaces are always
digging into the ground, Alengthe lire's
cenbar ine, thede mall equares have been
cul in hall and offset, alternating dosm thae
centertine with one to sach side. A narrow

band of rubber jons ke corners of those
blocks, forming a ca wous ridge of
rubber for peved o hard pack sunlaces. 1's
an amazingly simgle and egenious solficn

Pumped up to as much s B0 pounds, the
Ritchey's are a superb road tire. Wa've
heard reports of riders using Ritcheys
hawving no troubde staying with roadies on
the pavermeni. Then, sher quickdy relaasing
A5 pounds of pressure, Ehiy Lakue off inta tha
dirt with tractsan equal to most of the strctly
of-raad tires.

We've used them in every condilion

imaginable with lew complaints. In covtan
situations, cornening for example, same
viders sy they prefer a mare specialized
tire, IAC Racers were mentioned by peost,
than ik Ritchey That should come a ne
surprise snce a specialized product
almosi ahaays o pariarm a more gener
ized approach. But when il comes to all
arvand performance, the Hitehiy 3 current
by vl bt b=, Yo cam race on i, Trials on
it ke dipun o the corner reae ket os i, rud
oR B, OF just Cnsse on il

Laaping Lizards Shin Sult

Licard Shing are body suits that can be
Wi & caber: of inngr-waar. The fabric
% pobyproiylene and 10% spandex hora
The special teatured kil reputedly dosant

pile.

Thary s cinsigrand witk feocibaity i proned
and can be worn for dowshill shiing, nordic
sxiimg, running, and of course biking,

particularhy mosntain biking. They're avad
able i two shyles: one with a full bersth,
fwo way Zipper extending ram The nech
gl tha crobch, the second wiik a Ralil
sipper. The lormer & approgaiate kor winler
wse and lor L s whale the latter s better for
bdlireg rhodsgh hoth styes can be used in all
eports. A soft polypropylens starm llap
prevenis the zippar from biting
The only color seailable 5 black with a

rogal Blue isterior neck. Sizes ase s=nall
through extra:large. Specialimtroductary
price & 568 and they can be ordered from
PO Box 4522, Steamboar Springs, C0,
B4TT. We haven't tried them owt vel other
than 1o ey them on, But based on that
o, these suits are bot [Fo pun intended)
They look geeal, leel grem, snd are totally
functional. We'll have a more complete
reaiew of Lizard Sking = an upeaming s

BLACKBURN AFX TRAINER

Winber s coming on, the trads are eitber
buried with snow or muddy, and you're
bored and losing that greal conditioning pou
worhed 80 hard to sttein ol summer. At
least o your bve anwhere obher ibas e
sunbelt, that's true, Well, Blackbur s has
ol ol with & new Irainer,

We havent used @ 80 are unable to pass.
on Ay indormation on it oiber than ahat
eir press rebesse has told ws. This s awand
load brainas with & By whesl that s raputed
b smulate more realisticaly nding on the
road. The fromt wheal is removed and the
Tl clammpasd onta atrissgalated stand bar a
sturdy podfion. They clawn it's dessgned loe
hard workouts

Moms ol us hawe ever med a siationany
traifiar, The ondy kind we've rdden are
rofers where you bave 0o pay stention or
woau 'l gueekly find yourself crashing off
Saliorary trainers are sabd 10 be bots easser
while providing a better workout. You can
e LA up an themn, or sol'm bald. AR any
rate, This one looks enpeessng and beas
turther investgating.

FROM THE WORLD OF MOGOTS

Moots Multi-Maunis and Roller ©
Mounts are now avallable fram M:
Cycles im Steamboat Springs. Mo
Mounss aftach via a clamping system to seat
arays, chain stays, and lofrks, They're
adapcable 1o any frame and enable you 1o
praciily adpast the shod postion for wha
tever brake and rim cambinatian you e
using. inclusdemg 26inch and TOOC whaels

Aseriber particularhy handy item Mesita
naw available are Moots Partage Pads
Unbhe most other straps that attach to the
sdatl tube and top fube, the Moots pad
clampa onto the 1o tube slone, The pad &
dense foasn with a top graim beather cover
The pad doesnt interlere with a pumg o
;:I:r boltle and can ke sttached 1o sy

Road Handles are st what they sy,
handles that attach orto st ban for road
riding. s an ingenious solutson to the
Bathar problem of long, road rides. They
clamp on, extend oot in front of the han
diebars, and are padded with 2 inch dame-
ter wood balls on the end. They look fenny
Fmust thary wcerie. Evarytsntat whis has tried them
thought Ehey were grest. [7 you b Mt bass
it do a lot of road rding, chick these out
Theey g b jusd the trick for you

The Multi: Mount casts $20/pair, the
Raoller Cam Mounes are 325/ pair, the
Portage Pad is 525, and the Road Handles
are 530 fuir
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Beginners are easily intimidated by
prenic table chmbing and bachward soaie
step descending mounialn bkers. Moo,
e vamas ather “Inck” sports - inisbes,
hachky sac, pagsling, and ihe lke - such skills
comse only alter howurs ard hissrs of blundes
ing asl Pumbsling. Marmy of us shy awasy from
triale competition when we imagine the
conspquences of blundering crnsshed com
panents and & desperaie body somersauli
ing onto a bed of river rock. Expest irials
ridiers claten that sctual bike or bodiy injry
1 LA

But, Hey! This cambe s hallovs botia fum
My first “ride” inabsarid trals compatition
was a few years ago durimg the Seema
Movada Fat Bike Fost, Wen, Jefl Lindaay of
Btoiantain Goat Cycles sef che course inoa
rechibed scrub lorest reerbank area adia
cent to Butie Creeh in comiarable and
segree Butte Moadows.

| had just retusrsed from a comples and
aerobac, 1oa rally st 1he fargalten roads
and radroad beds of Lassen Mational Forest
Still buzzing and theobisny fram the gk
speed dirt ride, | palled up to the first

twam of the SNFBF trials course

{ “Going for no dabs today, Puh Bod

Rah™, inguares Lindsay a8 he disbelievingly

vhakes his gray shagqy head while glaring at
' cleated dhoes arsd 10w chps

5 may wall the sections and ask

I peestions. No praciice runs on the bike,

F’au.l Gallaher

hirwerver,” badl-hosred Jefi | mernoved my
shoes, lesersd miy bike inta a bush and fook s
stroll along 1he course. There were fen
MG 1GNS Tequineg no more than & tolal of
ity yards of bacycle riding

Fisdl up was & tight Ll-shaped rowie on
softball sized river rock. [t 't ook
particulary chalerging but burned out 1o be
thi spoiler for the third and fowrth place
Breghers. The second was a nareow path
approachicg b seemingly innocuous mud
B (B weire wee b0 krow Lindesy bad
thrown & wedge of Arewaod in there?) which
k@ xited By naakirg a ninety degres pivot
i | b gt ol sounds masc b oo gracetul
for whai actually 1ook place) and & short
sx-ineh pmp o dey grownd followsd by 22
imenediare nirety degree ket

Jetl assured us the enlire course was
“heginner caliber”™ and, since nons of us
claimed amy trials experse, thire was no
e 10 8t up an sdvanced rowte for esch
atage, | made sure to get in ke bebard Steve
O'Bryan - the caly “rriaks expert” | had ever
lengn, {Adteral, he'd waon the Slow Race in
o & few years sarlier ard was capable of
- mibe whaebies. | By fodlowing Seeve,_ | had
EBeped 1o learn all | needed to know by
wsiching his example

This strategy worked well untd section
four, Somebos, my attention was deerted
as O'Bryan kel ik gale. Execiating numbses
fosur earrectly nequired an mmedisie sieep

s leoen the enkry gate Bo-s rarrow shell,
then & quick ditch-descent leaturing a
decaying, twe-leot diamater log at the
Bottom, Tha exit gede weas theee feet beyomd
the kog

1 oodrd 1 if tirmwe 10 e (¥ Bryan
ey 16 rest om his back in s willow thicket
next bo the bog. | was on my own hene
(These inals courss composers are a sick
et B yoru can fird one slinkoeg arcund in a
creehbed a few hours bilons B svmt you'l
hear a hidecus and perverse siring of
snickers, chuchles, and guifews )

It was on this run that | learned the
heresalore unexplained nae - “nder musi
ext  with bicycle attacked 1o body”. Tos
chps ddr't help much. There was a point
atop the log where the bike msisied on a
different direction of travel sven though |
had mada a succiiahd Body lsunch lor the
Fate

Trals section fve locked siraght for
wearel erenigh, a thirty-foof creek crossing,
{undil Lendsay explained ihat rather thas
arviang on b opposite hank, the ik was
de rake a LI furs half way scross (T should
T oy baitoen bracket deep™) and gxil the
enlrancs gale, "Yow can make your LHurm
waith tha current or against i, your cholce.”
Mice gy, that Lincaay

Tha last frw sEnges were abong the same
wein: “Ride that mossy plank, duck through
the poson oak and hop up on that mck
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Triaks comnimused

kedge thare.” My iriend and teachsr O Beyan
Finisheed the course with seven points, (fuwo
dabs phus fve poinds dor the crash in ibe
willena | [ finished with dour times as iy
Cgee ma, wasn't | good™ "Bl expecially,
son. The object is to finish with the least
amount of poinis.} bncidentally, thare were
xr bad bruises, broken borss or crunched
sk comporenis threwghout the aber
T

Aalsaid inthe beginning, all this takes is
soore practice - trals and errors. This s
wheee the rest of you have a distingt
advantage ower lowland Calibornians and
other Sur Belt ypes. While they are e
fonkshly paiting in the miles, you can be
dermm in the basemnent or ol in the garsge
dancing yaur two whieels over various

hokd obstackes. Try the wite's (or the

mam’s) cedar chest for “ledge mounis”®
Your teol box s a good substitute |
Aracticing log kops while serpentines
through palis of laundry will have to do lor
simuliiirg cuvergeown trads. Ol coue hes
are greal dor thar decaying log efect and
finally, feather-beds feed incrdithy simdar 1o
sandy Fvirbanks

5o don't desgair, by next spring v
can be happing over picnac tables while
holdmga beer in cne hand and smabing at (ke

assembled multitudes staring in dumbs
founded awe. Fractice assidunushy and you
may e be able really wene them by
successhally completing o L-turn on & b
SETing matiness while moving againet a
shower's & !

For mane infanmation em how o pit cn a
rrials eveni, < NORBA (Mational

Offrosd Baeycle Asscciationh. Jefl Lirsclsary
sl suggests conslBeg vour bocal oo
ewche shogs

hat details of OFgararing &
Hey, thess o have been
s evenis for years.”

mil. from p. 9

Hared drops will soon be available frem
Specialized and Wilderness Trail Bikes.
These are the first drop bars specibally
ceeignid lor mountain bihes snd no dochi
will b the [orerunner of mose 1o came from
othir designers

Thi lmsl maior cormideration s place
r { the skhifiers. Blar-end sheites cannod
b oper ated while braking plus the increased
wicth ol these new mountsn drop Raedieb

ars demanded something new. Thumb
shiltery ware the obvious answer bul where
B maund thien was the peoblers. ARer mose
trial andd grvor and condiderable delbera-
I, o modified Suntour thuneh shefter wan
fiteed just Balow: the brake levir, In onder
brake and shit safely and comdortably, I:'
shiftéms. are mousted on 1he ieside of the
hamdlebar with the shifter axis ar pival
poiniting crectly a1 the frond-most part of the
frnt tire. The advartage of this placement
takies on addid importance proportional to
spid ard roughiness ol terrain,

Thie final result was worth the ¢onsider
able effort invested. The naw bars wiih
modfied shiflers come the closesi yet o
liimding the ket of both fat and deep bars
Undoubialbiy they're sisply one mone siage
m the continuing svelution of mountain
Beking equipmaent

PModhying Suntour LD 2R00 Thurb Shiters
Tor Drop Bars

Lt used on right, right wted on kit for
reas deraileur dear ghitting while braking
(frond derailieurs vary). Remave all lever
stops from base pltes and grind semootb
Modify straps 1o accept bigger handshar
chamater by Bling square opmings at cach
end 116 o aninch Cut thusnb bevir

approximalely 38 of an inch in lengch
Shape asul smooth. Mours an bars imme
dhately bidow brake bevers

Mountain Bike Magaziné'

Paul Gallsher

T-shirts

These are 100% coftan Beefy
tees guaranteed fo calch an
eye. Available in jode, nawvy,
royal, black, wild bemy, damk
grey, white and sikeer with hiot
pink ink. Available in kids sizes
too. $9.50 includes postage.
Piease send nome, oddress
and size with o check fo
Mountain Bike Mogazine, Box
8%, Crested Butte, CO 81224

Stoves Two models to accen

t your cycling travels

C

A ring of rovc ke surreurding s fire may be
i but a modern cook stowe s far
Thay're Bghil, easy 1o stan, burn

R, ey iidy, and save the emsdron

baod is never a problem

 very shich ol wood sag b

wet. Put up your tent, bght up wour

slowe, and peu'ne st
Saowes come in a vaneny of shases and
Epes S0 s every need, The twa in this

repart represent bwo of those b
C 1 Peak Oine white gars bu
and the Wender EFHGas propame s
TITAT T pawes CArrang aloes |
and penodically refilling ke st
er uses sall-sealing propand
Pridged o nd mass, no (uss cooking excepl
ler the mecessily of carying along the
requared number of cartridges

Celeman Peak 1, lejt, Wonder
Epagas, right

i‘l}: EMAN PEAK ONE STOVE

Im this instance, the oo aften over-used

clearly impee
rguired an inosd
1o get the ssoue &

ried and even more B

keep it runming. Mo longes. Star B
Eug-§bap process rather than three and o
baal infallble

% One bureas whete, cegular, or
deadied gas though the farmer i stronghy
ranidee, That hueel versatility makes
3 fraks huel easy. Oés
il 2 quart el

Ehiir P anolbeT sinty s and you're
et I worios eveeg time and it's msch sas
ke 1R ot i reeadiineg o i e
Tirrae 80ree Typee of pre b
sary is in conditions far colder than sy
yehr m liadde o enoounies

The Prak One has abwoys been Knowr
for & bl lame asc that basn't changed nos
Ik 1l iwewllent simenening characterstics
The stove is 3 joy 1o csok with. The base &
wabd wath legs fobdeey cut bor & low
proble stance thai can be sineated abmost
anywhene. A bt in wend screen arcend 1
burner is i troe in all but the worst winds,
i whaen smmering,

Fusl consumption is low and a tank of
33 when wsed sparegly seems 1o Lest for
meak than @ showd. But fuel con
i more & manier of his pou use

w than the s8oues buming charac
5. The Peak Ove ise't past merly
iry it stundy NeTuEe Mesrs o
b hattier ainy prabliems with i Tha
y rabir baeen the stove’s hstang, Th
i gas tank holds enough gas
sbart oubrgs wiihaeul iy need for & s 3
Tusel Bsoitrhe il sed conservathely. Perhaps
Ik #iove's best quakty o its price, some
wheme arours $90 bt that can vany by gis s
& bl '8 beery known fo sell for quete & bit
Fess than that during sales and a1 those dis
comnted prices, iU's a grest by

o il gk Ranks
PUTREING 08 &
@88 theer light ghier

That wase’t ahways 1oo
andy when it came e fo pack things
wway. The Worder EPigas sicee dossnt

limes as you
t b gasier. Serew i
dae, open the vahe, lght & maich,
achust 1ha lame a8 needed. Finshed? Turn
f. Oops. forget 1o cook someibing? Mo
blem:. Just turn il back on and bghs it
Cartrihge stcwes are the epitime of simplic
ity

Bai they're vt periect. Ga
domi't burn as hot 25 the other types and
wheem thee luel s low in e cartracas kg

& haot lame can be an even bigger
Plus yeai're ahways hugging abksn
tridges. Tossley theim @

T pEeRET! lamy
[y

CHTHIE




Te nt S PEAK ;E CONSTELLATION

AND CANNONDALE TOURING TENT (right)

Tha Comnadellation amd Caseemdale Tour
ing fenis baoiby e th tried snd proven tun
el diesign for mindimal weght and & how,
werd shedding prolie. Both are vither com
fortable ore-man tents or tight fwo man
tents i a pinch

AL st over thaew pounds, these are
about as bght & you're going toget. There's
T s h roscem for wo peogsde and definite by
not for any geds but whser you consader both
the wirigh! and packed size. they're greal
evebag fents. For the sgle temwhe infer

it in the mirkmearn wesght, thisy might be
st the ticke: Especially f much desen
traved i plarmed. The soods have birge maos-
quila retting paneks cuer whickh an aftached
e By rolls, Combaned wath th Laige maos.
quiteneting door, there's plenty of ar cimow-
laticn.. But, ard this is an imporiant but,
circulation & scemewhat imited with dvery:
thing shut down daring a deduge. More 1han
likedy the result will Be pame condensation
How rerch youll get will depend upon (ke
wwather condibons. That's a small price o

ey comsbdeting the dents’ minemal se and
since hopehilly vou've plasewd your cycling
trip with the weatker i mind, youll orly
huan M0 carmy yosr fent, nod useie. [V ikere's a
myce drawback o backoountry cycling
Fours, it's havissg o hang oul in a tens while
the rams come down and the frads get
mrchdy. The onky way 1o make & that plea
wand is with a big tent but who wants o key
alang a big bevi? Whah this im mind, wther of

ks tenis fills the bl g 2 -
)

Flurrline cont. froem page 37

canstrction over the knee when pedalng
wet wind peotection s stll complete. That
prolecios W mmpostant since cold air can
make for sone knees. The second inck is a
chain guard on the mside of the right pant
leg. Since it's just about impasaible to keep
Iram accaskonally hitting the cham, ihe
black cham guard will kg 1he pants from
geiting urmeaghdly with chain grime. There's
alin & heavy ploce of erdon in the cralck asd
buth afen that cught 1o wear guite well

Thi Bach of the pants, Bee the jacket, &
poiypropylene wilkout tha nylen wisd shadl
The pants and jnchet combination worked
great. They were comforiable and wanm
without being toa hat aven during hard
climbs. Wi alse wore them during light rairs
and, though ihe nylon Bn't even water
Tesistant, everycen whi uisied theen nemnained
gt and dry, For Tall and mild winder

persbures, the outls ks el

The only thing we bheard complainis
absrut haed nothang {0 do with 1 heir funciional
capabibiis. The ryplon s o dark bl while
the polypropyleni s o kaht gray, The mdon
bult patch was also dark blue. The result
w3 defrute visusl broadenmng of (he bait
and hips. Complaints about this were
sbrorghy worded even io the poini (B scene
refused bo wear D pasils

16

The jsckoet and pants weea light endugh
with little enawsgh bulk that tyving them
arceand 1 wait! was no problem. Pusting
on the pants requines taking off e shoes
Eeurt ithat is just an smoyance rather than a
msor proddern.

The last Lasrer i the Plambng syitem is
the GoreTaa Touring Jacket. Bascally a's
jusl thi 3-Sesson Jachet with Gore Tex
replacing the nulon shell and threw pockets
in the bach =utead of two. During ihe fest
perid, we recewed quite a b ol sain aed
the jacket was a real favorite. It worked
great, Bepe riders dey with no concdensation
Eazled wp inside yer was baht ervough to just
tie around 1he wais! when not needed.
When combined with the Plambas Gore
Tex Cycling Cap, the cutlit made wet
weather nding o oy retead of a bammer.

Faor still more nding protection, Plumlmeg
also makes the Seipe Gailor and Gore
Tew Thinvalate Tounrg Gloves. The gai
1cms kpep | hee loswrer b ansd 2ol clry Buut ment
the show. The glenes seomed bhe a good
idea but the Gaore-Tex is on the back onky
and in practcal use, did nel keep the hands
dry thiugh they wene warmer than had no
ok Baen worn.

Phamiire las also intreduced & particu
Larly lime eyeling outfit for cool weather

riding: stretch pobpropylive hnickers and
pp-necs hartlerwch shirt. The knickers are
padded over the knees. Whie that s certam-
by mice io have in case of a fall. the best
leatuse m the addtional warmib proveded
Tha krdckirs were enceptionally comicets
ble and st the right ameant of insulation
bor coaal fnll v, Tharir black color was alsa
appreciated because of s skanty to absack
the sun's hest. Keschars sy rot be very
hegh onydur st of desirable cucling clothing
bt try these Plurmling howe kers out belore
making up yous mind. Chances are you 1o
wall b corranced of ther valuc. I dact, ik
bew sloepdics on o stall mere soon seen
wraring thimn every chance they got.

Thi rigrneck shirt was another Esosile
and not just when cpching. B quickdy becams
a slandlard part of the daily wardrobe.
Stretch polypropylens, padded shoulders.
and efhoras, and a sharp detign made # inco
a gedd leaking. fanctional peece of chathing
Combiring the wnickers and sip-neck with
the Trilite Wind Top and Pants was ik
parlect soluton 1o clear but cool days
cyclimg. The polypropylene wicked away
any parspraton while providing insalaben
duaring climbs and then the sylan shells
supmlied the necesiary protection krom the
il daring descenis

More Letters

ontinued frem page 17

Canadian asthor and erironemert st

Bill Mason said ot ebogquanth: Te's sad il our

mﬂm sevs wildermess as a place 1o play

Helrness should speak 1o oo soul, teach

us 10 be quet and 1o réspect the world we
fve in®

Fat s forever - but mot in wilderness

areas’
Marm Tessman
Prescodt, AZ

Ir's ro bad wow don'T read as eloquane iy
b o wrire. [ ol n “attock  envinanmens
rolists of uilderness: | “aitacked™ the Sierra
Chubi grouping mounfoin bikes with
RV AR these non-udderness ocres of
Farest Service land thar you ralk ahout can
swddenly become closed 1o you and your
friends if the Sierra Club has #s woyw, By
fabelreg mowntain bikes ORVE, the Sierra
Clhab is o is algriing mountain bilers with
‘our-whwelers, eic. They are the ones
“Promating ammaddy befueen eruirmnment
ity ond meunrgin bikers. ™

Az far o discarding techaology in the
wilderness, does that inchede pock fromes,
dome teats, Gore Tex, trafl eaning Wiheam
solis, we. Or do you define technological
mirumons sccordeny o whol meels pour

personal idea af o wildorniss XTI,
Thad ia precizely ihe problerm with the
Sierro Club's decrions. They ore bosed an
subsecing reasoning, mal odyectie
As [ eaid in the edhrania!, | can fue wirk
’«ﬂ Banmed fram wilderness oress. Bur
wllng mauntain bikes QR and threaren
g v by iPrer froems 2l more londs & foa
much. The Sierra Club is not the oniy
erviraamental argoaizaiion Oppo!-lng
Tihern s ol a stalersen of onii-enuirommirna!.
::.'rs-r!. It's @ sratemant againat irrasional
decHEang,
Editoa,

e ichesa o a firsd e, Hierasnoer there
arg several isdues regarding the use of
tecyches m wildermess arens which I'd e ro
vasise.

The brat invaloes traditional uses being
allowsed b0 contirue. Blopches ase certainky a
traditonsl ase, bn the 1530, the farrm had a
Bicyele carpi which rode from Missoula,
MT ol the wesy bo Send Lous, MO, The
conps wate Tulrg through wildeyness area
Bedore the ferm even came inbo exislence

Second, all wildermesses show same
Inpucts 1Pt are £hae resull of human activiey
Ay use couses impacts. Hiblers and horses
do, and bcycles would sl @ alled, The
questenn i, what level of impacts do we
depm acceplible? Some wilderness areas
are less “wild” than others. Many have dirt
fouds or Iraili wide encwegh o constiute &
road. Whey sbouldn’t becyches b allowed on
them? If riding were allowad on these

cnrriwl.lh! potential for user conlbel

hauld be little greater tham that winck
oecurs o0 raads everywhere. Becyclisis
vifilarng further into wilderness areas, off
these roads, woukd modr ikedy be eavily
loaded dawn with pannsers. They would
hardly be the lypes who cause comglaints
about “Bekoes harreling down trails blasting

people ofl them*

This probiem brings up my final point.
Euen if bikers ride fast, they are doing it
under their own power. The argument
seerms 10 be more dgaingt effciency than
anything else. Riders are the sarmw scale as
what they encounter. s & roughly equal
proposiiion. Peophe who drive up in their
cars should realize that our on the streets, it
can be a life-or-death situation when ey
clists encountir matar vehicles. In compei
son, complaints about getiing startied seem
macire Ehan simply il (ke see downiright
arreganl ard dumb. Perhaps il we all
lesrnied 10 b a Biibe o cour e, many
of the prodlems existing or imagined would
eadd, Tha question of “mechanized” |quick,
hide the stovel wouldet be Enpostant
Ben Berio
Missoula, MT
Editor,

| reead evirry word of vour “Spoilight
Colomado” - you would all do well if you ran
for affice in the respective chambers of
commerce I'm suse, but pou really nesdn’t
&l Colorado 1o the Ist tire crowd - it's an
EVErVOn's expeditian sgenda,

This i ned criticam.,Like | said, | resd
overry word. O Ihing that surprses ma &
1he heany bean toward single tracking, (with
leas of push-n-ride there) - especially since
ey adventure buddy, Lisa Jo, and | found
2000 rrodés warth of spectacular dirt in yous

#lale during a recent September (13 passds
in 30 daya). i

5o bel's write about Schafield, Ohio,
Cottonwocd, Tin Cup. Cumberland, and
Kebder Passas...Oh sure, a truck may pass
Vo vy couphi of hours . bl this s the
kind of riding that gets bolks iz sed about (al
hikimg - sebdam too tough and plerty of
Md_l\ly._llnd.d'm-lh il et wank “sweal
wringers” thare are roads that can brag 1w
best out al va - Argentine, Webster, Taylos,
Croaked Crank, Lands End, North Eng
reer, CGypiuen, Cuanella or Cebolla Cravk
(1 hw_ Pams, and tast becoeming o
of the “ultirates” Mosquito Pass

Somehow | think you'd best “sell”
Clerr ado 1o maosan tain bikises workd wide by
featuring the easy dirt - like Hollins and
Barezs and Waunita and Los Pinos . or
- and Sturney Passes. Magbse you'd
like to lonk at my shides? But, this is
Colorada through the eyes of a Calilornisn,
which may turm yeur stomachs a b, Doss
o i e nvay thst | neveer reskded in Mar=?
| I 300 mibes north of the Bay Ares and
grew up in Kalamarao, MI(so 'mnot one of
ther “fat borats” wieerall).

Now hat we've exposed some ol the
technical, gorus single-tracking possibiltes
I Colorado, let's write abou the stull even
dw hard road bies weuld love,

Bedinh
Chico, CA

Laading Edge cont. from page 37
nelycra panels. Motsture is wicked mesy 1o
awaporate wc the smosphere.

Moo dhaves. the system work? Sugsebdy;
Tha tights were amazingly comiortatde and
looked grem, Just wearing themn makes a
persen Feel 100% fasder. Fortune smiked an
us foe the tesa. I raird part of slmost every
day. The tights kept legs so dry and warm
1hat the weather condit s ne were almoss
unmoiiced. On one pasticulary cold day of
whiry v, thin wool dandce Bghe s were worn
under the teghts. The tester nosmally
complams about har knees any fime the
temperature drops below 50 degrees but
rob this dey. She cams Back with a mud
splateesed, amilling face after hours of
eychneg in the rain having remamed wases
and dry theoughoa the rade.

Thi vest and jscket performed equalk
wardl, The vest bas a short neck 2pper and
pulls om over the hiead while the ket has o
lull length gip with & velcro storm flap
covering it. The same tesler was weating
bodh the vest and tha jacket on tkat partiou
Lar dlasy and after her ride, stated thal seser
before had she engoyed cycling in tha rain,
Ehe’s mologiows for refusang to go out any
tirmar the weather isn't ideal Dut i lowraway
stretch Gore: Tex clothing rurnad her inio a
regular mudder

Tha hardesi pares of the body to keep
wearm when oycling 20 the hands and leet.
Leading Eddse has thawe covered too. The
baoties sre mede oul of louarwey stretch
Chore-Tex with a (ke rubber ok, A ip up
the Back lacdrates putting them an thossgh
s cefirvtely not ey accomplahed Bt o
tight fil & recessary 1 il wio toe clipa so ke

slrugggle i warth the affcel. The maberial
comas well up the ankle then wraps sghtly
around the keg for an excellent seal

Thar ghonas are musde out of polyprogy
lene withiulira suede palms and thinssate in
the back for wareih with b coton extenos
back for wiping wwesi off your brow. The
culf 15 alsoe made from pokpropdens and
extends well up ke arist, Mo Gore Tex is
used cn ihe ghove since Jim and his tesiers
foumd that there was mo way 10 kisp the
hands tetally dry. [nstead. the gloves keep
your hands warm even afier ihey get wet,
We lpund the gloves did everything Jim
clairmid thiny wodd dio. The cotton back for
woping sweat or mud from ihe lace was
aspecially appeecuted.

Topping o the ensemble is a Gore Tex
cycling cap lined with polypropylens. A
mizmber of enenpanies are making prefiy
much the same hat for the simple resson
that ii’s a great idea. The polypropylens
wxtindi bobow 1he cap and forma an ear
mnul! e cold weather. Wie've been wearing
such hats doe shing los vesss and are sidl
cosrinced thinri Tha bt

Whai mosi impressed everyone was
thai we could hammsr 1Brough the moun
taind in the worst weather, stay dry the
whaole tirme, and look ke we were dressed
for am attersgi at the ane kilomster record
The clothing is todally functionasl and sbsc
lutehy hot kooking. Even btter s that it il
all fit nside & small saddle bag Jim is
desagning specifically for the clothing O
ou cam just tie tha tights and acket ascund
vour waist and 1ake off knowing you're
covered for just about ary weaibar condi-

(Lt
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% Handiebars & Siems
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Cabie Slop
Porlage Pad — Fsad Hand
Pump Maunl —

“HRich Cast™
Dwabde & Righd Fenders
with Musdflaps Moots Mulil-Mowrd

Tom MOLPITASEER & Tt winitls Sl st Barprie ey Pl B, 1 SAH bire 37 s
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R

wen Cable Stop Pas
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WOOTS CYCLES P.O, DOX 772850 STEAMBOAT SPRSMOE, OO 83477
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o
Discover the Meaning CANNONDALE
of Aaventure %, ALUMINUM

Cannondale’s SME00, with I 1

SUNToUr XC roupa, just $695. o /
Call tolk-free for our 1985 catalog &

and the name of your nearest f
dealer, 1 BOO BIKE LISA* /"

C

*In CT of outsde continental USA, call 1 (203) B35-4488
Cannandale. 9 Brogkssde Place, Ceorgetown, CT 06820

Bill Mog enjoying a little trailside cuisine.
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For city sireot, country rosd, sandy beach or mountsin ineil,
shere's & Fuji that meets pouwr idea ol whut (i bee fun s al about
Fuji Boulsvard: Fuji Bled XC; Fup Sundance; Mt Fuji; M. Fuji Lig,

FUII. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
W o e CALL 415-986-7797

ot a1 good wonagh

1983 Meatech Corp

GENUIKE

GRAB ON.

GRIPS

Avery, Walls Walla, W8

KLEIN EVERY
MOUNTAIN.




(COOK*BROS,

_SIMPLY
THE FINEST
_ MOUNTAIN BIKE
- COMPONENTS
ONEARTH.;

CRANES
M From Relid TTE
Ve Alumsisum, The
Strangisd Allry Cranks
I Tha Woarldl

L HUBS
Cant Abumissim Flanges
i With Eithor Alumisam
v Gerapisee Sl
Spirehe ls 415 Hist
Tirvaled Chromsls
PEDALS
#0481 T4 Heat

Trratoed Aluminum
Wil 4100 Hewtl
Trvsted { Torvamady

R BROTHERS RACING
16K B Est Edinger Ave
_ Sania Asa, Calaformi 92704
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QUOTES FROM THE MOUNTAIN

FISHER MOUNTAINBIKES

“The bike that Joe Murray won
the NORBA Championship on is
the bike he rides to
work every day.”

Gary Fisher

YO TH0ES G
Sunday, and
- on Monday
hes in the shop
workineg, assem-
bling bikes, Hell take
ane cut for a ride,
fine tune it and

!

trouble shoot
S ounTaINBikeS iy any
i, unfore-
Wiere never e

far from
the mountain.

problems

Please send $2.00 to us for our new catalog
PO, Box 405, Fairfax, CAS4930
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Thee trick to ving is perspective. I how
¥ou see things, how you measure iheis
smporiance. The only reality s death el
am ven that some will argus i only a point
ol view, a change in perspecte. 'm maose
tham a litile skepticsl abowt that an the
rather safe sssumphion that shateser it s,
I find ount eveniually bt in the meantima,
s of kethe conspquence

What | bioe absout mountain hikes is the
change in perspectneg thay provide. Thisy're
sl bcycles, still have fan wheeds, devail
leure, brakes, handlebass, snd they stll
reguing edloet on ke part of the rdes, And
11 they're as didferent from road bilies as
Mordic skiing is fram Alpine. Mountain
bides represent freedom for me, freedom
tram the day 1o day riak of bobberg and
wWeaving my way thraugh thas blindingly
eormgle  aorld w v crested, resdom from
the constant assault of machines crowding
the highwans, reedam from the highwns
themishves and civilization's lletsam that
washws up along the highraays’ shores.

But since beginning this megarne, Fue
discovered that the refresbung perspective
mouniain bikes provide can be kst in the
press of getling oach mewe owl. Mounssr
hiking is taking on senous coer tones. When
a person’s livelihood is dependent upan
samething, thal something can guickly
hacome very senous busness. That seems
1o be ane of the gilte passed on from
generation to generation of ke e¥spring of
those European immigrants who drew up
the rules governing this couniry, This
busingss of be is serous so we'd Bist put
aside our chadhead boys and get an with
createdy careers, bank accounts, and stock
portioios,

This is not a unhsersal trait, this serious
busssiia ol bving. American Indans, hefore

&

they were cverwhalmed by our ways, were
the most secure whin the garbage was
hietisg the fan. Faced wiik the uliimane
reality, they lasghed. But whken things
seemed 1o b goirg along oo smoatkly,
Ehats wien they worned. Insecisity was the
source of their secusity. | recently read &
siory in Chutside Maganine aboust & while
man spending time with Sosath Armerican
Indians. The woerss 1hings got and ihe
hardier thay had to wark s gt thar fead,
ket harder they loughed. They turned the
Wiy acl of surviveng info s game wherg
lexiing and winning are nod even part of the
ecuation

v faund mysell in somewhat af &
guandary, Mountsin biles have remtro
duced into the grownup world what s
cordidendd by much of the adalt population
akad's toy. The reason s simple: they're fun
All kinds of rationslizatons jastifyang
reunthen bikes can bee put dorth bt intruth,
the botiom line ks precsaly that fum.

Bui then that Puritan belief system
beging it insdious mirusion inba the fun, As
more and more people dscover Renw much
fun mountain bikes are, more and smere
people discover there's a buck to made
here. Then otkers with an egually Puritan
benr alsa intrude and sucdenly mountain
Erloes ane berg banmed fram this place and
that. Narurally, thase wha have lound
tharrsokees banmed from where they once
played get up in arma. And this affar of
maountain bakirg is strious all of a sudden

Thas serigusness is a whirlpool that
sucks ard drags the unway down, Al first
riders face gainat ane snather for the sk
g of beeling the wind againsd the lace and
beating the oibwr to the brdge, Undortu
nately modinn socefes abhor any vecusim
ol organizaton o races becomes argarized
Organized races ssan prives. Prizes mean
money. Soon teams are bormed ard tha
impotance of races is measused by the size
of their prize list and the size of the
speclating erowds, And omce again the
wiricousness of We has had its way, Racing is
no bnger just the joy of competing. It's
sz Budeess,

| took off for a few days Lat sonth and
wenl wallong through the mountaing wilk
our twd Llsmas. Mo bike, no work, just
walkineg and campang = the moutaing with
g Lasviiy and Irsivads, Crossed a 13,000 oot
pass in the wilderness area, lay in our
sleeping bags listening to thunder rall
threugh tha valley, wobe up the Last morning
1o gndw om the ground, waitched the clouds
evaporaie and dsagpear, By the time we
vt walcng down the valley bach 1o our

Editor’s Note

by Hank Barlow

truck, there wasn't a clowd in the sl ITwas
one of those silver dollar days that puts &
ghearn m tka dye and a spring in the step. |
't weint the day bo ever end, Sdn't want
1 g back o towen and all 1Be work | know
was aavailing me. I'd shed the seriousness of
Irving like a Labrador Retsiever shedding
water and | felt geear. The thought af
meturning o thal perspective and whal &
does 1o me was enough 1o make me lsogh
and cry at the sars e

O, theme were times during these days
wheen I thought about the magazine and
aboul mouniain hikes. At times 1°d find
il lockorg a8 o Erail and ihinking sbout
howe much fum it would b g ride it on ey
bike and what & silly thing this entire
coniroventy ahowt bikes in the wildemess
was. Other tirsts I'd boak o1 the trail and be
thuaskclul Debsedn't hase 4 biloe abang fas | rizaly
dan't refish talong it for long walles through
the moustans. Or I'd think about bow |
wasal ot on mw bike fraiung for some
apaming race and b asry candisonina b
beeen able o hoard was being scattene
thi winds ike 80 much chalf.

Oinly Fdl therk absour i kere (bings from &
competely remaved poent of veew. I dida’l
really matter if | could ride rw bike on the
trails or not or # | was in shape for soms
racwr. These ware just miniscule blips an the
harizon ol bright blue skies, wildlowers
dryding n the auburre aic, and jagged peaks
sparmg up i the sy

| returmeed to iown amed hack 1o the fray.
Mailwas pled up, betters swaited reples, the
Oictisher wsue was pheading for halp, & bew
peopke were ragang on me about bikes in
the wildernass, bath for and agmest. B |
saw il all differenily, as if | was hooking 1 it
through one of thass surrars that deiosis
the image, accenling the obvisus and
rieducing the subtle. That buzs is wearing off
a5 | become oece again immersed = the
daily adlaird of Mountsn Bike Magaree and
the off-road cycling mdustey in general.
Things are becoming serious. Bul ar
ahide, | canstand back and look atin all and
shake my hesd & wonder,

Wincers on its iy, The kigh peals bave
already boen dusted with the firs? snowdall,
lives e rurning, thee air has that touwch of
codd thal makes mae look over my shoulder
wendaring how soon flakes of snow will
Tollow. | welc o thed charge of seasors |
its accempanying change of perspectivi,
Even though e shghthy Irustrated because
| it gt 80 ridde anywhine near as much as
lwasitid 20, N glad the summies s passing |
can put the bike away, pull out the skis,
change my perspective
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by Gilda Lyons

Duear My Barlow,

| read your Gt issue of Mountain Bike
Magarirs ard tell in love with it. As an sdd
1 bike enth 14 d pveny

nage over and over again thin hungened for
mofe altér | had worn out the covers. My
orly disappointment was the covirags
extended only 1o ke western areas of the
couniny, whach i typcal of mosi bicycling
magazines. There I3 an easiern United

Pow bwcays belervnd o wous commplain you
should present a soluton, 30 0 havwe writlen a
lithe artacbe about semae experiences Mg had
i ik moantaing here n Tennesses and
Crecagin. Bring a bagh s hool biology seachar
makes me apareciote the beauty of our
matural resources in Amsrica ard 1 would
love to share some of ik thrills | gef when |
ride theniggh ear mauntams. | hope you can
e the artiche and please kiep up the good
work O POuT DROMISing few Mmagazine.

Sincenly,

Gikds Lyon
Chaltanouoga, TH

Yaou're right. The first teo msiss bave
had 100 musch western coverags. [ive in the
wesl & doy my Friends 5o putting together
wislern sbories was a snap. Doing 50 on the
east has been anyibirsg but easy, 've been
todd By numerous easterners that the riding
is even beiter than out west bar getting
stories cut of there has been like pling
tewth, Eitkar eastern riders want ro keen all
the good staff to thersehes or el by’ re
toen bersy Ficlineg 1o write, So thank you for
vour ketber and accomparsing story. Per-
haps your plece along with e othar aaslerm
sborees o this issue will spur more crestive
wwriting along the east coasi.

]

§am mot & prodessional bicycler arml
naever intend 10 be. [ do not train, don's have
& eyeling campaiter, and only chmb hills for
ke sheer thrill of barneling dersm the cthar
sidke. My parsiers conain? of old sy hags
pickied up from a flea market and ry cycling
cholhes are whatever s chean in ey T-sban
and short drasser, | don't know my pedal
cackence, have no idea how fast | ride, and
never knoe b dar Now goes. Bul whan i
comes o pune physical joy and Ban, cycling
can't be beat, plain and simple!

Simce my first 10-spead, | have loved
cwekng and the sense of freedom thet comes
with fewrting the wind hittieg my face. Bu |
mever hew neal freedam until | hecame: the
e ol & rsbundain bake, Mo, ldon't crema
special, hand-bult, sutographed model, but
a Trek B30, purchasad i my local bike shop
i Chattarcoga, Don't ask me about geas
ratios, wheelbase, or head angles lor | hane
oo e wehat ey e, Al lenow i it°s fun.

Mo lorger am | ghued Bo smooth paved
vaach and siveets. Irsiean of dodging pat
heoles, | can't wait bo find them. If Fm rding
on a deserted sidewali, | no lorger have 10
get off whin the sidewalk erds o genthy
dhvep rrny tirees cver tha edge. Mope, Dust hop
i the edge and jumg up osio the reexl
sirln_mll. It's the greates!

Every chance | get. | lasd my Teek inte
my van and head for the mownlains. By
mountaie, [ talking abuoul the southeast
Tenswssew and north Georgia mountars.
Thee scruthuern erd of thie Appalac beans i an
endless source of mountain biking excile
mart, Ten mies nonth of Chaitanooga s
the Prentsce Cooper Staie Farest with
25,500 acies of Lined and w0 many dirt
s e B bot for days and never oross the
same irad twace. You can camp aul or juss
drive in lar a day’s ride. Whatewver your

A Applachian Hill Country

chowe, the niding is guarantesd 1o be
thrilling. Anything lrom gradual, gentle
slopes 1o dteep, kegburming Rills wall chal.
lemge your riding skills as you dash ower
rubs, rocks, ard dinl mounds

Whien | go. | have no schedules 1o adhere
1@, no training rums o lime, arsd o prede-
termined distarsw 1o cover, | just nde unl |
et tred then [ stop. There's absays some-
thing fosoe al my rest slops. Few rever laded
o come upon a deer off in the wonds,
BT dven croseang the Erad i feond of
me. There may b a ned-taied hawk circling
above (| abwags casry o pair of binoculsrs
wilh me in my flea marker aremy bag ati-
ached 1o the top tube af my biked or @ may
be am wammen or endangered plant
fcraring for the summer. Boring moenenls
m Prentice Cooper ane unheard of

Then, there's north Georga. | just spent
ek chmping and riding the trais i (hse
mountains and there were 86 many
oty | had 10 add some bo my topogr
mape! Just exil the intersiate anywhere
between Chabtaneegs and Aslanta and head
Bt the rasuntaine and wou'll be o off soad
eycling haaven. Hia some of the Bile 1owms
like Eljay, Biue Ridge, Huwassee, or Helen
and you’ll find innumerable diri roads
mping froen oes mountam b the swsd,
Jusi park pour vekicle, unload your bie,
and g far @

For a real challenge, go south of Helen,
Guorga to Yorah Mountain, Right beside
thir M. Yonah Campground ks a 2.5 et divt
road straight up 1o the top. Talk abaat a
leg burning, lurg bursting good tims! That
vewe 15 hard to beat! The vies from (b o9 is
worth any pain geiimg there, A sea of
PECAITHR rafs dtretches into the dstance
with seemingly no stopping. Bur you'd
betier have brakes in tip-1ap shape for tha
blood-cardbng descent unless you'd The to
and wp wrapped around ik nearest oak
tree.

Oitndgedy, F'm sold on our Appalachaan
Mountairs. A constanl camapy of ageless
traes heeps you eool, the scenery is spec
tecularly beawtiful, while the endiess
stredches of molated roada make for e
thonal moustais riding

1¥ & muchng vacation mn the south sounds
infeTesting, there's na batter place
drsesaty than the Appalsctsans. Hyou
& guade. comiact me for informaten, Yioa
may have to lake me with vou thoagh, for |
bk fea asy dwdwse b0 get back nio the
KHINESNS.

o Mark Slate

Off road bekes have traditsanally used
mitareycle syl handlebars and brake
birvers whose bend and shape evolved over
mauch time ancl lesting. Thowgh there are
subtle diflerinces m handiebar sweep and
lewer ergonomécs available for mountain
bahes, the basic rider position remains the
wame, This has been cause lor coiicism
amang long maleage aff road enthusiasts
rranaplanied fom road Bikes,

Harndlebar preference has more 1o do
with what a person & used o than ary otber
lactar, Motarcwele transplants are partial o
Tt Buard Fior e sama reasons o3 foades e
parizl to drop bars. A second comsideration

erting handlibar preference is the kirsd of

ing that will be done. For lang rides,
tweniydve maes or mons, drop bars make
sense., Their four distinet hand and arm
postions alkeviate shoulder, baek, and rech
dscomdorr. Those positions evobed from
aars af uke by rosd recers.

Hills are one ares whise deog bass have
adefinile sbeantage over st bars. Climbing
with thi hands on the brake levwer hoods is
generally considered the mas! efficient
posivion by thede ubied 16 this posstion. On
sough terran, mosd iders have thate hands
on the deops bul contrel sulfers with
corrvinitiong drop bars due to the hands
being parallel to the top tube nstead ol
almost perpendic ubar a5 they are on flat
bars.

Mountain bike riders with drop Bars
discovered that tweaking the bar ends
enibward improwed their balance and stakeli.
ty. Wist mierference wath the 1o when
beaking win also rrproved, The Fawaking
el pecamplished by cobd seiting each side
of the handlebars in 1w planes, being
carelul va fatain the symmetry. The end
revuli is & shghily angled brake lever and
drop flared cut 10 degress. Sever distortion
eeialts whin Erying 1o alten more thas 10
degrees af flaring. This cold settmg is best

rloremed by gualified bike shops who

é:;!u stand the desired end result. The
ps were ihin cut amd har-end shifters
instaled. Thas set-up faded in ol lesst one
rieRpact. |Em not possible to down shih and
brake samibaneously with (ke same hand.

Maurtmn drop bars require & high siem

Handlebars

with little forward exiension. Typacally,
mounian bike top tubes are lower and
beniges thas road Bikes, necessiiating the
wer of talker stems such as ik Specialized 25
deggee, 11om mode or e SR Swan. Tops
shoiid be appreaimutely the same heght as
the saddle. The brake levers should be
about the same dstance bram the eaddle as
an I':: barl? mm s 8 secune pod o o
rough shu wath differis wni
for cruising m'-d{l?ubn; ot

I the alightly Mared position is geod,
concervably more will provide increated
stabidity on regged terrain, Overall widihis a
majn comsidevation both for chearing tigha
obstacles and proper feel in the braking
positian, Alarger angle than 10 degrees
lurther ads conirol in demandeg technical
sechiors when the lared bars cvavall width
1% als increased. This extra leverage
combined with ihe 25 degrae angle graatly
mcreases siabdiy,

Most riders using drops prefer Cmelh 84
or Speciaized Model 1 bars because they
e tha biasa drap and forward resch Ths
belps whem changing hand posirons. The
Fagh stem and muitsple bend bars provide
betier s peaitions for shick shsorption,
ehud recucing fabique. The kealing posilion
on the drops is sech that when kitling
ohstachs, your hamds are defven into ke
Fsoks instead of being bounced o the bars.
Flat bars provade more liverage for resisting
et whsiel deflection but large mpacts can
also dislodge your geip o you're caugh
[LATEFE

Flat bars provide mose conlidence o
less expenienced ofl-read riders and on
rugged bugh speed terrain. | huve dkso vet to
s ey brials nders with drop bars. Wil
drop bars meke kadting the baur easier, [l
bars in combenution with boe clips accoanp
lish the same resull. Drop bars excel in

though some fders, experienced
with both drops and Nats, clim fhey can
sprint better with the sold grp charactoris-
tics of a flar Bar,

A s bar has one posibion bastcally, Yo
can fuck in mear 10 the stem for an sevody-
nafmes sdvartage an smooth dowrhils but
generally you're locked intothe braking
position. But that one position can be

Mark Slate. along wilh Sieve Ponts, budds
Steve Potts and Swalt Mousiam Bigs. Heis
abe g parings wil Sbewe Potts and Charkse
Curwmsgham i Widerness Trall Bikes
Cormponens.,

comicetable if the bike is propesly set-up,

Thee nature of drops erccurages switch-
g hand posationsd, These mulsiple positions
are great for cruisieg boewg miks Mowsver,
there is oaly one sofure braking handing
position; m Lhe hooks with brake bvers
alcse at hand This positios leds far snoce
combortable o me when the hooks and
dropd are lared out, palting mey hands ai an
aregle 1o rrey dlirecrion of traes.

Though virtually all ather builders,
Facers, and riders use bess sweep, v bournsd
that the ideal flat bar angle is about 65
degreass Irom thie top tub or 25 degrees off
o perpendicular. 've also found, after mueh
exparimeniation, that the ideal drop bar
Bend s abowt 25 degrees messursd from (e
toptube. Drops so far have only Been Bared
10 degrees dus 10 distortaon but 25-degree

confirmed on p. 44
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Jim Thorpe Rides Again

story and photos by Steven Lyt“'

Take a map of ke Esstern United
Srates, 1k K A Compais point @ i btle NE
Pennaylvania town of Jim Thorpe, then
draw a cirche with & radmus of 200 mdes. Yo
can foee make some inderesting observe
gons. Farst, you've holed a perfecily good
map. More importanily, perhaps, v |
ehscnar that neark Americal
within a bour kour drive of this ros-out-of
the way destrason

Dioubitiis. some statintical nevd, wha'd
b Betier off ndeg 2 skn
©halbrrge the pewve e
paint s that those of us who don't hav
Rockies as our backy
supsrh mountasn Bk i
kame For you can da pez.
with & compass and a map, pokoreg & hole
jiskl @b arnechars in Ehe |
come up with resulis as gra
o Jaby ride from Jim Thorps

Fen g thee wesfiern wishas are speclacu
Lsr but we easterners like a little more
Dieliverance Industrial Arcbealagy tvpe
wxpirsnces when we sef oul
Thexe has bo be some doubt as 10 whether
will Febarn and, &0 lakng, o which of the
many horrible possibilities we might fall
These were soms of the ikoughls on my
rrimidl a8 wa parked cur vass behind the old
Jersey Ceriral staton and prepared for cut
sortie alomg the Lihigh River

Jorm Thearpe, macme samably ke by i
older name of Mauch Chunk, was a chld of

10

e wery Bpprornegs ol thae indusivial revoly-
tinn. The tawn firs! served as the point
where coal was ransderred from tra
barge. Advee iha diermisg of the canals,
twg railroads running through p
Mauch Chusk as the “Switzerl af
Ammgrica”. Then the (rains. oo, went away
and the town tathers were lef with a ragedly
dyimg tourise trade. Back in the fifties,
digiprey up the lamous Indian athlete and
narving his rermasing fo Masch Chunk and
renaming tha | s ik 0 g idken
Uniaricnately, nobody focked 1o e the
gramite memonal they enected and buseess
kind of spasttened 1o a halt

Migrar theere’s been something of a nevival
Suddenly people are redisco q the
fasecinaticsn of | e town and 1he beauty of the
surraunding ares. A walk through the
business distebot peguires &nocg
v i o6 1 T 8. remencder tht yon
i tha 20th cenlury. And i hee fown’s loc
at & point where the er Eots one Songe
and plurges inla anather, makees for spex
tacular scenery. Someone's ranning a
steam iFaimn Irom th old depot
ehird s same Bype of artsy-craltsy festhvel
every weekend. Plus, as the gateway to
¢ terrdcaly mbiveste moundsn bik
whad more could you ask?
Every good adventure sheuadd bawe an
obgic . el recenthy read of a place called
Cilery Omokio, several miles up the Lehigh
River from Jen Tharpe. I had been deve

kapeegd as & resart by the ralroads sl was
mocessible, a1 the rusm of the cens
by erades. b Dnet, vebwns tha semair 1 1
wd in §911, there was no way Airemen
corubd gaet i e site bo pal el (b blase, The
risl o thir Bazldings scstm dell 16 rnen and the
beautifsd gler and s mary waterfalls, iha
resoel's ramon O eire, Becams (wnirouwn
and torgotten. Char goal was 1o find and
explare i

We headed cut of town about tenm,
lellinaing the radrosd access road on ihe
Hwerm bank of tha reer. We hadn't gone
lar w § i tha "hesch™ whsre
s end thewr Jemile white
vouages theough the Lebagh Goege.
Rick Dasasen, of Whitiwater Chalienges in
We'hite Haven, PA filled us in on the fun to be
had on the trip ihrowgh the gorge. Wae
ducided bogeti
ourl & commibanation bike'ralt irip for the fall

Abo mrile i i ik, the ol Jersey
Central right-of way, rone abandoned and
rippe eers norih and crosses tha
Lekuah an a g=der bndge. Hailroad beidges
don't need decks so there were some
mighby big gams between the Cross-ties and
Wi pussySaated cur way across, On the
hame, tred, sching, ard wath a real 1.&:::‘.
a Siroh's, we jst barrekid our way cuer that
s beridge, caning less i i bossed us for a
Fhinty Joot diee into ik waier.

My topo © oz ated there was an old
tunnel abesd and, after another perilous

fidge crnasing, one of our party managed
ta spot what loohed o a hilsde cave off 1o
the righit of our track. Riding op the am
bankment revealed that the cave was, in
fact, thi top of the old runsel. Mest of the
th had been flled, bt thiere wiss space
nigh b anlir snd plenty of bght ab the (ar
and. |8 was & tricky rde down thee otber side
of the fill and threwgh the dark rubble
Foriunately we approached dayhighl cau
tiowssly flor it was soon apparenl why thay
hadn't bothensd ta [l the other portal. [1was
aled he abwtment for a now missing bridge
arul it was 40 bewr seraighs down inga the
river!

As we wincsl on the precipice, looking
Buck into the old pannel, all of us remarked
Feoriay sl (b il ricr sppeaned, loe ona of
thes pagser-mische jobs. that Linned trains
wsed 1o run thaough. B would Bave been &
real challengs 16 ge o the opposite bank
Trermn that perch. Lackorg baoth the ropes and
the desire to rappel, we made our way back
throwgh 1ke earth 1o our original paint of
entry.

We tound the bridge that had replaced
the ore missing from the end of the tuemel
farther dowm the roadbed. By this tima we
were getling used 1o riding over ties and
i skart work of ic. The opposite shore
was the lakend! pomni (o the trail bo the ghen
thai we sought, Buf our ride had been so
pheasart and relatively easy that we thowght
we might scoul ahead lor possible Erhare
camping sites. W could akways huni for the
waterialls later.

What followed was an exceptiona

ttiinoea’s ride along the old roadbed. To
our ift was the still acthe Corsal bne, o
our right the Lichigh Rar, In mare than 24
miles ol cycling, ap and back, we encoun
tered only four other people, ard twn ol
them were an the water. The railroad
e lure was fascinalin

often cut af sight of the river, we could
abwirys hear it rusharg cver rapads below, On
wither side soared the tops of ridges, some
mard than & thousand feet above the
amasith, upsvarnd gradbent of cur water kel
Toute

While there wat an occasional area
whire the ties had not been completely
removed, most of the ride was pretty
amaath, Thire's nothing betrer than an old
el railroad roadbed lor off-road nding, Ir's
qenarally straight. brvel, and hee of vegeta
nkan. AL times we were imto the 20 mph
e,

Using 1k eyckrg computers, the topa
b, and 1he compass we'd brought along
mdi defermining our location Tnirly sasy
Buit there wes a5l enough of the alemen of
the unknamuwn 1o make it a real adveriuse
We really had noidea what might b arcund
2ach bend in the Frr; perhaps an Fmpassa

i barrwr or an unsuperdsed chain gasg

e, a8 always, someibang droswe us o, It
was thar secret male desire for danger,
warvival, and remembeance.

Al one point, the garge widened snd we
Ioasnd a e, flat trad beading tos beach. The
riva shined a5 it ram across a rocky botlem

Oin the cpeosite shore & shoer rock wall
wose from the waber B join the ridge abowe
With the blue shoy, the red sandstoss, and
that tall peres Chnging tenaciously to The chlf
tace, the sceme was very much hike the
West. Bt wee heew whens we really were
The heat and hemidity racing each odher
Soward the 30 mark as the morming's bresze
dsappeared smw 2 that. Tha was defrey
il thae Lt Ciout

We sei our sighis om & map spod called
T bt Eha Coseradl Ena
wpdt in fwo and Black Creek fows into the
Lehigh. According to aur calculaions, it
wiars about haltway theough the gorge We
started looking fonward 1o the returm trip, a
sheady doswrll, whe i ha junc o aggeased

i

Paortal of the Glen Onoko tunnel

whght e s hanckule. Mo
Futns, and artifacts wed
cumved and there was a sailt iy o
strangehy diep, black sechion direcihy below
it paerch on a tall refarirg wall

I had a strong uege 1o pusk
rwishwed s B 1B bt Wrecne gl s
axpirance in fhis area We sumely would
e broughs teris and costinissd untd we
reached cwlization or found & poind in the
gargd whine we could go no farther. Bui,
commitmenis bechoned. As wi turned
back toward Jim Tharpe, we vowed we'd
meturn another day ard satiahy ot cusiosity
abowi what Ly absad.

Matarswhile, back at the Glen, we did nur
wiual number of trying to go as far &

tndges,

imsanely possible withoul dismaunting.
Fortunately, the July undergrowth was sofl,
Linferturadely, ihe "path” along ik siream
l._u:!'lw qhen was hyper - steep. Somahon, (e
Snichers and lemon pae (sorny, Oufiiest
guys, here was no gus ke available = Penn
Haven Jumceion) Fd had as 8 Tanch™ were
P iy Aupgily
= R TR
was griting a bad
By ancd & shraser and s beed and Bhe way e
bt was going bo feel gomg the kast couple of
s io the van, Bul ugreard we clenbaed
My recemmandation: do the climb bo ithe
Talls before the ride. Mo wonder they bet that
hodel barn.

B was boo bad we'd so cooked cursebses.

| had hoped to shoiw iy Buddies arcund Jim
Thospe alter our triumphant rebam to the
stafion parkcing bot. Thare are & numbse of
historhcal sibes, guaird shops, cheap bars,
and an amading musaun in the depot. But
we were dore in and cowld think of nothing
more iham quickly sicwing 1he equipmsent
ard heeading oul ol touwn by the quickest
Toule

Maybe you T hawe & bit maore e lor tha
asea than we did that day. | hope, af leasi,
woull have encagh energy 1o stick that old
CopaEs Paint in your map and see how far
e are from Jim Thorpe and the Lehigh
River Gonge. There's a kot of besuty and
adanbure waiting lor wou there and, delighi
tally, not a ot of people to share & with



Cambridge

Revisited

by Richard Compton

B et & bieyche thal bt e again [al i
I with & city | thosaghi | keew by heart and
lelt & dozen years bedore. B was, admitiedly,
a Moy Tuesday affair but it transbormed
the pasi forever and gave my present
dreama the pograncy of lresh ambitions.
Nt yaars, bt anly seasons, lay bahind me.

Theewe are far more bikes and a5 many
cars in Harvard square as there were a
i years 550 - 4 haker's dosen ene |
sorawied through my kast exam and hopped
the lirst plane te Wipaming. It's seunion
week and the Yard, the square, and the
Holyoke Center Plaza where | sit are
crawhng with prospirous muamisins of the
clasa of "6 and their spowses snd olfspring.
A fast French restaurant, indusiviously
supplying past, present and hiture gersra-
tiona of yuppies with crossanis snd coffee
chaeriully served up by Blacks ard ltalizrs
frons (b cthar side ol 1owmn, has reglaced
thee staid Harvard University Press cuthed
that used to i this corner of the Center.

| il lasiirr, hormurvier, Bo The dtrigtuie
papeioys baegesg oul s a comer of ihe
plaza and playeg tough with theer BMX's
anad high-rise crussers, kilbrg Gme bebween
wiork and school. As | leawe, ihey pause in
this prmate Filaal 10 CASE cind, AfraSERy
eyes at mry Fad Chance, 2n hosor o8 great as
any the Unbversity could bestow. Ghen hall
o chance, they'd probably sbeal it but ihen
Ekae Liniversity would gladly take all my
ey i L pannet Bor orsce havry gheen
o s chingrag, Wia are all masters o justihasg
oaar own deswes

b was freedom that | wasied then n
those schaol years and reedom thad drives
w65l ared | find bicyches quete as Bberating
as ther “sedect compary ol earmed e, 11
w00 incyches and on shis that | escaped
from that select company imio mysell
erusting the woeld o my ouwn body mare
than the esrnest blandishrends of conllict
by ks

L1

Once, ir the 1, | wandered romth [rem
Cambridge carrving only & banana, a
& dollar and ey dureet. | rode all day
urtil | carw bo the ooesn somewhine near
the Mew Harpshore hre. The bsach was
oold and deserted and | st there bewildered
ber the emnplinesa, the cold, and the surls
ciasebess nose, Evenisally | curbsd upinmy
parkas and traed ta sheep. Al dawn | was back
‘on the empey highuway and, lellowing amone
direct route, was back 24 school in fime lor
lunch. | hat discovered nothing of whach |
coudd speak, only scmething wmameable
Ehat was my o,
Richeg was & lonely accupation, amd |
believe | preferred il thai way, alone and
wulrerable Faide my own cocoon of keowd

of the outside warld; cnly inside could [ find
the peace | cravnd, Bcycling was a mits-
phos far my existence: fragle ard loncly,
teaveling a rosd 10 soms vague and distant
oal, baiat om all dides by wntesting rans-
fers breaibing desth sed casnying off hunen
hostages toa gren and unhaly lale. Twwas the
1 harroarho ing o sed Fhaerm all
free, wtnmwurrm:l!wdm.ml

Hhary His diree § desacenadard, Thesy are meraly
ashining example of iechnological evolution
- takireg the same parts and processes and
making scemething more versatile and better
adapied bo s sndscEment
ol the sort [ ussid to ride (] sl keep
iy sk | are juss thed - specuhzed machres
designed lor ercdless miles of wheel sucking
and ag ill guited lor sireat lighting as a
Mountain bikes on the other e
are bred for wide open spaces where roste
findingis.a matter of balarcing the cbatackes
encoundered against ore's skill, delerming-
ticen, ared final objective. Customary usage
of lvrain ard raching e atrcthy opsanal
This ability is wonderfully suted o the
urbar jusgle. Mo longer was | a weten of
circumsiance but the bord of my domain,
from Harvard Square fo the Middlesex
Falln. Windd | have acoepted such resgon-
wkalily 3 dozen years go, been wiling to
trade in my cocoon of fear for such une
trammabed lreedom, Probably, | knew [ had
changed b ause | rocle s veng dillénent bika
Boat it wasa't uned | rerurned 1o the sirects of
Cambricas an & borrowed Fal Chance that
the difiererce came home to me.
Curbs were only a misor iInConveninos,
mal a maor barier. kewise for potholes,
cobblestones, and amything else showing
besa than ten mches of ribel, The balance of
T wad now n my favor, Dewitched from
wehicke o pedestrian to vehiche and back
again with hasdly a gear shill and nasy a dab,
Searwling in B o1 & stophghd, | belt guite the
equal of ik insck beside me, ke
conild baeal i off ik mark and down to
next bloch where | might stay = the right
R it fuswe thee curh ared snosesy dovan the
ampty sidiwalk, The charcd sunkin mas-
hole cover, wide:mouthed sewer grate, or
bit ol pbdurate trash that made riding a
trigile, shiney-whisled roud bike anexciting
buf enereafing gamble were just 50 many
opportusities 1o #xercise my Aew lound

DT,

I rode arcund and arcund, refreshing
mameries ard checkang out the changes,
Whare | used 1o fight the traffic for road
space on Bratile Street was now a mall,
Emply 81 midmarrng, s | skppad over the
curb and rolled across the brchs, quiethy
short-circuiting the designaied trafis fow,
Ralling up Kirkland Streel, | exchanged
glances with a denizen of Harvard labs

dinl

A | muncked over sy Rancieh Ty
Bfe jocused on the lew yvards ol crummy
parvement im froat of my wheel ard | cursed
the antediluvian Departmint of Public
Warks snd dared the drvers babind ma to
hold as tlght & e as Lk was all 5 perlecily
obvious mandediation of the commupt and
anbi-human nagure of b system and a chear
imdication that | was destimed lor hagher
thmgs. It didet ocoar 16 me bor quite some
yoars that | could hewve been wiser than |
was, of slarted the revoluimn with my
bicyche, Luchaly, | escaped a self imposed
mastyrdom, discoverned thai ihe workd could
bat shapsd 1o hold sy cwr emptiesss, and
Frond 86 richit & mawnian bike

Mo rcanialn bdoes asen't Gaod ror ane

P ihe orher way on his antlgue

stfre har garte cna

Fioe all thair otwious advantages and ihe
marhed incraase in the 1otal nember ol
bikes, mountain bikes are still scarce in
Cambridge. Most of the machines | saw
wre sirictly secand-class, shinay-tired
commuiers, objects of correniance,
pride and oy, “Why ride & gond bike n
ety goes the conventional widam. Th
by gel irashed or stoken.” Whaether fai-tine
technology will dliminale that excuss, ldm.r
B | paak anly drom first impressions. |
expect po bweo-whedled ubopias but having

tasted the nectar of . tere freedom, | krows
5 addwction
The akahity 1o dash and dart with maan
mpunity, shiebded from the cold, hard
cwinid by & twa-ingh cushion of air, Irens-
i tha ety from enerey 16 friend. Parks,
playgrounds, and empiy bors regain their
childhaod ireskness, Sating uprght ona
stable, responsive machine, even the daily
\.mrudnuhunllb-mt.nmmmmhnn
sadier s walter,
|.am noz a materialist and | don'’t believe
that technohogy will esther save or damn us.
This trerdam | el is a8 much ry own & the
machine’s. These new bikes.are the result of
someone elie’s desiee lor deeedom na
challenging environment and the new
techrology erables us toshare that freedom
sl as wir shase our bras and ignorance in
the doren of wars ard pollution. & & & &
matter of choice and choosing freedom
araids the Darrirs thal ance sdemed
msumountable
Heading nosth lram the Fai Chance
Tactary in Somaervibe (s few Blocks fram tke
Cambredge ling), we encountered the
ineuitable Blacked sireet and “Bridge uncler
Repair™ sign but the "0k no!” of nosmal
:rw!l was transformed imto a collective
s e bl el e panseereeet and
inte Eha dird. We then dodged across &
Pt e 1t vl Kiway s back omio the
atreat, eheiting a lew “all reghtal” from
speciating kids.
Char obgecins was the Meddleses Fells, a
‘r‘lml'ﬁmluwmm premerve that
supplies waier bo the suburbs but, just
as virally, is alse a wild park laced u|||I|
dozens of miles of dird roads and recky
tralls. Susch reservatbons dot the Boston
atea, providing rocky, wooded enclaves
hare wu can listen bo ﬂwlewnu'r“ir
ol s knobbas on s
Mauntain bilun conform o nona of the
ariificial dstinciions between city and
country, ciuiheed and neiural and we
returned o the city streets m the same spirs
of adveniure in which we lefi: cutting
cormers, umping cushe, and Sicking cans
intg Ehe guiter with owr front wheals -
generally behaving Fe & banch of kids.
Mawntain baled cul B Sily dérar 16 fans,
rsking Num ol all Phe momnslEhic hassles that
used to keep me cowenieg behimd my ego.
Ferhaps, | think, 1akirg a pevk cutsade, i is
poasible {o grow up withowt kiling oreself in
the process

Book Reviews

MOLINTAIN BIKERS MANUAL, Lake
Tahow Edition

by Bl Cusray

vailable from the suthor al:

Box TH02, Tahoe City, CA, 95730

T is esactly tha kind of book ncan-
tain bikers need mone of. s small. probabiy
e prrisrw (| e weas included |, and to
Eha poard. That il wour point e giing B the
Lake Takbow ares includes mountain biking,
and i probably should based an the milor
madion packed in this guide. Besides des-
cribing twehve rides, Bill has included a briel
Bt indormate sctan on mountie bikid

i genersl, how iosize one, how fo maintain
e, and ke b0 fimd your way around even if
e et ot

Those chapters are well dore with an
excellent sense of humor lghiening up ihe
waluable tips bi's includad but the book's
real strengih se detaled route descripe
e, Armosd wil b i book and tkes approp
riate fopos, anyone ougid 1o be able 1o find
and lollowr all of the Isted routes. Without
b oy, Things couled sasily get ericky ima
hurmy, Mot ficr a lack in his descriptions. It's
Just swdully eavy 1o get o fhing along and
tolally pass a turn. With a tope, getting

afrpightened oul agaim i Bkl Wighout i,
awall, ikar’s part of maoanies bebcesy boo, the
aduvemiure,

Ad any rate, the book’s greai, ihe niding
sounds great, and hepebuly its extstence will
sgrur others inbo puiting ot guides 16 their
[avorite areas.

THE MOUNTAIN BIKE MANUAL
by Dhror Uil

Diream G cen Press

Salt Lake City, UT

5155

This guy praciically hves on a bike

Wee're talking 10000 mides per vear. Some-

. andl how he does it & probably an
inleresting stary m sl bhe's also masned
Whaether he lves 10 cpche ar cpcles 16 boe
et comnpletely cleer. Bt whac hever way it
i, B's managed 1o do what many a reader
hus pobably dresmed of doing: his nding
and writing are his employment. He'sonithe
v e barirgg il e it Pevbaps nol ina
royal manner bat meveriheless, he's owt
thaere ope ling ower tha warkd and e teg pad
todai,

Wiith that mamy miles under his knees,
hir's o1 1o have earned something shout
cycle touring by now  And he has His
primary form of bicycle transportation is
now & rountain b, THE AN
BIKE MAMNUAL & the resuli of his expe
T, experiences gamed from the school
of hard rocks. This mn't a bunch of theanesi-
cal sfuff. He's done #, seen it break, fixed &,
and gone or. The book & fl of practical
advice. The anly other place yeu could
prochably find as much good solid sense
weriild bt b9 o Behoe abvo Bat D Eruth o the
matier 15 that Dennis has more experence
than even hard core bike mechanics. '
orwe thimg to work on hikes with all the tooks
avelable or o phone call swey. W anciber
i b out on the road whene no one speaks
wour nguaage and & bicycle m practically a
space age maree] and you have to Bx 5 bke
with whatives vou have

Wiona diom™t e Bo b inlewented inworld
1N OF SR One Tghiers 1o appeeciste ihis
ook Dennis talla sbaul chReaing & mour
tain bike, carmg for it. modifiyng it for
COmMUREr use in the city, and, of course,
tovarwrg with o, And all = a2 well wmilen,
wileresiirg manner. He doesn't talk doumia
the readier ke sy am expent ks to do.
He's sl passing on what he's learned ouer
e wears and rmiles.

115 & goosd book, Feghly recommended.
THE MOUINTAIN RIKE MANUAL maght
ust b ik best Baoy in & bicyck book thet
woul sver find. B sight v Spur pou info.
going cycle fouring on & mountain bike,
4 1] of course. 5o buy i, YouTl learm
sametbireg of value even i oo slsendy Know
all about bikes
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Race?

Hank Barlow

Lirttmg 1o the first Mosquilo Pass Seoe
vace required & labe departene alter we
droe thees howrs then stopeed ina c
groand to dkeep Tor fve hours. My w
alesrm's beeping send mw 8 bumbeg oul ¢
alewping bag i the cold bgb of carky dawn
and mio the driver's seal for thres mose
Feours of debving 1o thee race s | arred juss
it b seramble oy ik chodhers and
jurmg an my bike for the stad, Some By
rinctes later, the race was over

Thre | was, g s from hoen
Ritchay tae wealihier for placing s
the expert class, and wondering why
o Mours for bews than an hour of rdeg
Being editor of tha msgazing has rd
my ridding tene 10 almast nothing. Betwes
thi magazine’s demands and my,
needs, there's lintke tir
i hills, Civireg up & dasy and ﬂl‘-lh W
sk race over anunacsthetic course was &
maior saceifice. Heck, | could siap
homat ard rickdim all day o singhe tracks and
wep roads without ever Cromang may track

Sowhy did | da it ? Evidenthy, |, ke mary
ailbwrs, have this competitive LIge witkin
me. Racing is an opporiunity to see how |
miasure up agast ohers phis it provides 2
motwe for training, & motie beyond st
stayng in shane, sereily & sibpective sEate of
sl

Racing also expands the bmits of what |
ihink is possible om & moutain bike. lm thai
twat enc, b Nellowr on 8 Moots passed mae jusi
badore we hurmed orio & sighs k angling
chorary & hill B0 S5 PAEEREC 1ioR drﬂma]‘c
chisch bardering a gravel road. P'd ca
the dich dising the firat |.~;|

his gy weho'd passed
e diich a2 ball speed
and, as bghtly as a L Feappuedd teer £ and
dsappsared doan the roadwhile | braked ro
ride throughe | kepa chinking absut how ha'd
diome that svery fimd | approached the difck
Had | merl s it for mgeseld, T wouldn't have
ever considered that as an
crossing that of any other dich
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Tracy Smith in the Iranhorse Classic, Durango

Seott Warren

| o huemee froem s st race pueshed
The course had been boging, ike distance
o shoet, and it drive 100 long yet part of
v was losaking forward bo ihe mexd Face
heseres.  [dbeen riding enowgh that I[d

* mu..qj.: I il s ity pinced g il

»

i

ce, a8 racer alter racer went by, kad

Larified moy 2crual condition. | wasn't &
wrechk bul | was 3 kong ways from being
wivicasly competitive. Finshing second in
expert and elgih cverall was more &
ellection on the kvl of competifion than
Xy .

The lew peo-ams wene lang gane off 1he
ot irom the start, My race was back inthe
ek with whad turned out 1o be noveee class
entrants {whach class sorwone entered was
wrictly & matter of personal choice). Each
ap Ehared bee somseon nesrkey s Dhal was
who | raced agasmt, Soenetimes I'd come
o abwad, gometimes not. But that race
within the race kept me pushing harder than
| kel B et bwrrrinas, Uil e ssseating up a
hill, sursing 1he course, ready 1o bag i, and
sommenis wonik] sal by Bee thiy'd fousd a
secret tatkend and suddendy I'd be hammer
g again and going as fasd as | could o siay
with Ehiem amd hopsially ripass. Afterwards,
L hept thinking, damn! with a lile more
training, | could do eealy well, | dazided to
hang in there, Face the saries, and worry
¢ afterwards

Race two was a dandy, The deive weas o
ol of hoaars shorber bl thal wass 't whast
madie i g0 erjoyable. The course dhd thar,
We raced owir & sevees of e rosds anad
q-\. bie tracha a1 the Lake Bldora shi arca

a1 Boulder, Colorado, the sams track

ssad Tor the 84 NOREA Malionali. We llew
ovir poad sections, daried along tweating
double tracks, splashed through stream
rossangs and bogs, and hammered rocky
uphdl and rochkier dowrhills. The course
srcompassed everything that makes mous
tain bikirey such an exbdlarating and chal
wnging spart
We raced the circuit theee times and
every fiene ancund wal Better than the one
Badore, | was last he Espert class for
much of the first lap. About hall way
theough, | s2arted passing a few racers wntil
suddenly, on a steep hil in front of me, |
spotted a freed of mane., Like a carwra lens
oCusing in o #1g target, | 2eroed in on bim
ared jurmgsed on the pedals. | caught up and
the race was jodned. Wi we were relative
o b riesd ol the pack was irrebevant. We
weprd hammaering our best indng 1o catde
one anaiher yel encouraging sach olbsr on
al ik garnd tima, When Low dropped back
wath a derslleur problem, my satls ost some
of their wind, | chaied somecne | didn’t
e b wasn't the same. Bui then a
sump krocked my rear whiee! sakew and
while | was siraightaning that out, Lou
passed me and deappessed up ihe track
1 finally gob the wheed Boopd and 1ook off
er him, hammeving bor ll | was woeth
Rrenauing this was the last lap. | few 2so
turn and there ke was pushing has hike
ong Fill. Abeat ik timae D thought I'd be abie
1o catch him, e looked hack and, seeing
ma, started sunning up the hil, We finally

flew acrons the Erih with Lou leading the
wiy

When o was all cver, there was no doult
the deior getEres 1 T rac had bawm smiply
rrwarded. My legs were cramparsy and my
arms were on the vinge of pendieg i bt
lelt geeat. I'd had o good race with friends,
passireg and being passed in furn, and had
finished rinth m the expert class, nothing
spectacular bul satisfying. I'd tharoughly
enjoved mysell and was payched for ihe
nast race

Tha | oo was & disaster sesibetical
b 1 kel Crested Butte sarhy i the morming

About an howr at had consisted of
cycling. | was & sy questoning

wadn'l why | was o
Ui Ay worries abs
the pack. Mo, msy
Bui seal, iy | weas

Ini reirospect, that | s
sermd 10 find oul why | we
strhes ma a8 somewhal
find out why [ was racin
much srse but that's what

Racing expands the limits of what I think is
possible on a mountain bike

and drowve three and a half hosars to ihe start
line. The race stagied shosily therealter
The course was up then back down a
gradied road. The clin was never really sl
pricdbe s ey the whole wasy - but it alsa
nirv e up, | rode most of the way with a
quy o a Fat Charce. He was pushing the
pace the whole tims and | wae barely
hanging on. Finally, near the o, he shifted
up & gear and | couldst hang om any more. |
ket g0 aned shorady duilbed back, Ssappointed
at my slowing speed. Once | let go, my
sirength seemed to lese me sven fster
tharm & had been batare
Baat the dowrdill was
big cham ring scuff. | ca

et - full-spesd,
Wi T and
wo more buf ran
rsce course about ffty feet (oo soon
Bufl orace again, it aas over 100 o, Aed
becauss ol prior commitments, | was on the
rosd home even belore sveryone had
finished. Three and & hatl hours later | was
back a1 wark.

From the time [
recurned took a li

e

et to the deme

Paul Gallaher

T carral tha! kept me particip
weaet thae Final race over L3200 oot I\I'I.-*-m:u
Pass. Mosguio & mepubid (o be il stale's
Pagheit webachy pass. It an 1800 meeng
viaad between Fairplay and Lescville. The
road iraverses ihe Mosguiso Hange b
wrhic h Ly saerma ol Py
waring ever nplc-r.'cln';.do-ado The mines
il ik B
e ek g an wilh ever maore i
-\hm stnregs buf the pass is siill there
| guried U b the ehod winid, Fiaw
pecple Ired perar the base of a 13000 foot
peas Bke | do. The |wd up Guedsght Pasa

SIAFTE PaRar

sy ol Hirwes R gt

st led plass, The

magazing kept me an a tight beash and |
made # up Gunsigh bersr Ehies
wenes. Plus | was aessbed by soond wilkinas
churing a e over a singhe track and violenily
thrown bo the ground. The impact with the

Sa much for

Scolt Brown, Don Cook, Steve Cook, Todd Sweitzer, and Bill Mog

on an gfternoon training ride



ground wened with the magazine bo keep me
off vy Bih even mone

Madaquite Pass attracted the largest Seld
of the sevies. And for the first e, |wazn’
e ey wteran. As uiual, the pace off the
#tart was fasder than | really delt Bhe going.
So once again | was ofl ihe back amd
watching evervons b hammer up the
raad. | atarted wondering why | was daing
s, [ i besednn'i boen for the ot vilerans,
all of whosn wira in frent al ma, | protably
wildnt have picked ug my pace. But | did
and slowly, | passed one and then anaikes
untd finally there was only ome vel lell in
front of ma

His legs looked Ehe steel speings ard my
abjic trag Bcama jusd heepong him in sight.
Thi climb was sustained and the pace
remasmed fast. Because of that pace, | soon
lound mysell walking sections | would
normalky nide. Bud | was casghd up in ik
mamsenium of rhe race and pressed on,
chaiing thiss m fromt while being chasad by
those behind. Ever so slowdy, | was gaining
o the vetiran a rent of e ard | sarted
ey | could pads him, Than | looked up
and sawy him runming wp ihe hil, | feli Boe
vl ar him 1o show down, damnit

His runming didn't Last and before kg, |
crepl by him. He was walking more and |
was richey mcee and the distance between
us opaned up. But instead of expenencing
relvef a1 having passed kim, | becams
ans. Al east before [d bien able to see
hiam and could pace mysell sccondingly
Mow | leh bloe he was breatkursy down ey
neck and | endid up lorcing my pace sven

Steve Berisan

Beth Appleton preparing for the
Rocky Mouniain Series

mare. | couldn’t slow down bor bear of being
passed i my muscles refused fo go any
Faster ethar. | wes perched precanously af
the imit of revy strersgeh, balancing my elfon
batwaen juit rmuaking it over the top and
slaying ahead of him. | had this image in my
mimd of him steadily pussping up (e hil, my
Bach clearky focused in front of kim just
wing lor ma bo crack, and like a Aash, he'd
ket by

1 emi g in @ trance, blindly staring af
the road, and almost ran o a mounsian
goal crosasing the road, Twe mare were
slandreg basice the road fo my right. They
wene 80 close | could almosi have reached
oul and rubbed e noses, The sgh of
Ehoss wonderhel, mountain animals pai the
race i perspective and made e laogh. S0
much lor (ke streggie | was engaged m and
sa musch bar the argueent Ehal moundain
bikers scare the wikdide.

Thie views from (he Mosguits Pass are
speciacular. Across the Arkeraas Valley s
M. Elberr, highest peak in Colorado and
second highest in the contiguous LIS, Next
to Elbert s Mt Massave, second highest in
Colorade and thard in the U5 while M1
Harvard and La Plata Peak, third and fourth
in Colorado, are slso clearly visible. In fact,
cweer a dozen ol Colorado's ity-sin 14.000
Tl puraks ane vl from ihe pass

| didnt see any of them. | was in joo
mruch of a husey. 11 was as o 1 was viding one
el thaie harizonial escalators so offen
found in airports. Yiou ks Boss pou walk
along that mdning sidiaal and ther it ends
and spats you out onio the floor and
sisddenly wou find yoursell running. O ar
least 1 do, That's B it woai, My mind was
inlo purnpang up i he pass and soddenly | was
over the susnmi and heachieg down beloes |
anvem grasgard (hat the clark was ower,

The descent hurrsed oal to be ome of the
roughesl ndes ['ve ever exparienced, My
anrd Bad 16 be rveted on the rosd. The
posunding was Interse. Al e poind, | sade
a wrong turn (hen had to turn back 1o the
worrect roube. was in s partial panic that I'd
look back 1o sew racers sireaming by but mo
o el chempite the time | lost

Like the uphdll, the dommbill seermed ke
it woulkd ewver amd. My arma and hands
ached &0 bad | contemplated walkreg 1o gne
them a break. | didn't becaose [ kepi
thnking things would ket up and because |
ke Rare e clbsrg Baborsd ma gomae-
where. 50 on | pressed though skwer and
shovwrer sanc iy hands could Basely grip the
Ears

Just belore ibe course fimally hit ihe
graded road 1o Leadville, | heard a bike
Esaborsd mu. [ hit & ghort uphall and grabedully
cama ol of thie saddle and pounded up. Mot
Fasang b0 squecte thode Brakes amymoss
it Fha barsd thing i The workd. Suddenby |
was on smooth det and started 1o fly, My
Peghurit genr s prity ki and hedona kang,
the gay behind me, riding & Team Stump-
jurnger wath drop bags, lew by, He turned
el fo b o vel also and he won our dlass bya
few seconds. The one Fd been chasing up
the bl cam B gt bit later, Turned g
Fa was fram Mew York, owned a bikoe shap,

and sponsored a racing clubh. He and a few
members, all v, had come out for the
race, They'd arrived the day before and
prompily reced over a 13,000 foot pass® It
Wk an amanng penormance. He'd bean
the second vt o the top!

AR last, the race and the series
ever. | sal in the sun and watched riders
enme rading acraes tha fmish line and
wenredered if il had all been worik the efori.
Al ihan mosneet, | dide' cang 8 | aver roce
ever Mosquito Pass agein. Anytere sould
e 100 soon. The chem up had been fine. My
ﬂl“v&l;lg:lwmlhﬂhtrlimbm
sine iy kack of proper co
The downhill had been a bear though. |
hivgrally budn enjoyed a moment of it. But
wurw fhat time has passed and ibe consiant
jarring is onky a shghely blureed memony, my
brrlings towsancs Mosquite Pass have mal-
lowed. By the time next summer rolls
arcund and it's time o szan thinking about
the pakiability of racing over it again, [T
probably be having lond thoughts and
irnages of pounding cwver the top

Plus ikeres ahways that nagging little
thought: geez, wilh a lintke more training, |
conld doreally well, Maybe | coukd aven ride ©
with the Pro-Amrs. Mot at the from but a
linal pugui Laksiy, maytd squeesmg inta the
Hugp Bewn, Permicders., mah-mxt sasar fhaere wall
e e weterans, enousgh for our own class.

Bu# | thenk [ pass on the rest of the
serws. | erpored the competition, enjoued
matching mysall agaanst sdbers, bat 1he
courses oeer which we rode were not
tha effort. The competation i fumn b fior
1k riche ilgtl is mond impartant 1han the
rece. My free timae is too precicus. I'd rather
sty homs and taike the day off for am 2ll-day
raemibbi thacagh tha mcsantans than repesd
thase bong drives. for onky an hour's mde.

It's just & eatber of priosities. My judge-
mend ol & race is based solely on the grin
lactos, not on how | place. | go as tasil as | can
and | definitely get caught up m racing
againsi whoeer is im mmy vicinity within the
race. | even get slightly bummed when
soamwsnne 'm werking hard b bl bsals ma,
But aryy debasions of athletic grandeur were
lost long ago. | race to have fun and the
Quality of the course has mare beanng an
thaad than arsthing sse.

Bust whierstcer & race e & course that
scrundi o 8 would ba fun, challenging, and
long comses up, Il be nght there ready ha go.
| thorcsghiy anjoy th competican, findng
it ust beorar good my condifioning really is,
being pushed and pushing in turn. Ard
riscireg agairnl irseds is evern batter, Thene's
a covian sense of camaraderie thad goes in
hand in kard with competition, especalily
mauniain bike racing at this s1age of its
deelopment, that makes it reslly special
So | wnaging neat wear wall find me coee
mgain waighing the aftractions ol ju
inta the car axed heading off for a rma
staying homne and going loe & lang
through the mountains. If | knew there
would b aveterans class, I'd definitely have
ti rédonsider any dacrson 1o Surtail my
nacEnt racng CareeT.

Letters to the Editor

o,

Congratulabons on a fine premier meuoe!
Erahusagaim for outdoors activiby and bikng
Laorily bubdbbes off the pages. [ am delighted
10 e & Msgazine wrilten by opclists with
Auch & hove lor the backooundey, and the
maos! ressaonabli wivy 16 anler many areas of
wikderness, the Fat Tired Bioe.

Equipenini rvirws done by writers with
first hand experience are another strong
asset o your publication. Your reviews
wrarid 1 b well balameed bebween show:
ing the sssets and strong points of good
praducts, and why a partkcular feature
right not be disisable. Mot gushing and
glowing (Bke cerlain other heavily s
rrbipd reagaress), amd nob nitpiciy

Brava for your articles on wilderness
proteciion and especially thode articles
about Iragile #cosystems. | believe that
FTB's have & place in desart and ather
backooumtry experkence, bul an seare and
respangible riding papulation is essential,
Wikhowt such awareness, mosnbaen Inkers
are ceram bo be kamped into the calegany of
users of dint moetorcyeles and eeps. With
care, fhe mountan bike need maha fd mode
impact than two people walking single file,
ot of sbep.

Please continus artuches like (ke Yo

shown a very fine begnning toward

Edwor,

Mark Slate’s armcle on roller cam brakes
contasing & point 1hat rel a few b builders
will contest: that ¥ pou choode 1o mid-n-
match raller cams with cantilevers, the
roller cam should be placed up front.
Granted, T0% of vour braking power,
thanks 1 (he plysics of gravity and momen-
turm, i in your (oot brake, Al the more
peason o i the more poserful rallir cam in
thir rear 1o beel up (hat sad sack 3% The
front brake just plain doein’t naed any more
i, anil a Fsi fall of fromd roller cam ot the
wrong mamaent on & downhil can result in a
woehal endo. Some folks with roler cams
iroed and rear even o 50 tar 28 (o de tune
their from urit 0 an ARempE 10 lessen its
beaking power relative 1o the rea. Cable
reagting is ako much cleaner and wimpler
with the roller cam in the rear, and this
arrangement eliminabes the dread cantliev
"slabrr-the-back” which cyclocroas riders
and other folke who shoulder thair bikes find
S} anfang
It 8 ot skt & tnciianc e that the Fisher
Mantase, the Ritchey Ascent, the Salis ALa

._(,'..-u. thi Team Stumpummger, ibe Mown-

tain Klen, and nameros ather uppst end
ncisntain bikes are designed The waey ey
e, rather than the other way around.

B Slopsr
Samta Cruz, CA

Ednoe,

1 segosy your magares enough (o shel
oul hard-earned § for a 2-year subscription.
ot only that, I'd Bke ta send my old man s
l-year subscrption insolar a5 he got mio
ecund e biking bafore |

| was dismayed to see the proposed
Sherra Clab policy n the Editos’s Mote in the
second issee, having bain a Seerra Club
membser for virtually all of my ke, I'm sure
1y farhier wall b agqually concerned, partios-
Larhy in wisrar of his long servace 1o tha Sierra
Clubr 2 local, regonal, and national bevels
cir e st DwEnty yoars.

Muose upseibing, howsinar, was the &
reeme “us versus them” confroniational
wlance sdoped in the edtorial Veewed in a
broader confext, mountain bikers and
Siemva Club conservationists are beoihers
arsd skt wivie faced witk the threais of
by macaney, slash and burn rescamoe extrac.
tian developenend wvierests. Hather ikan the
squabliings of sbling rivalng, might | sugnest
alitile communicationand cooperation?
Rather than getting pased off and burning
wour Sierrs Chab card, winy not gt iveolved
and cofmmusecate your concerns directly ba
thir ¢hab? Why nel form a mountain biking
qroup of section witkin your kocal Sierra
Club chapier io promoie safe snd sane
hackeauntiy bieycling and educate the
public and fellow Sierra Club members
about the benelits and responsiblities of
e ain Iking

In summary, patience, perastencs,
cooparaton, and compromise ane ulfimate
v "5"'" benaeficial and rewarding than

e, dogmatic, coninontatinnal exdrem-
W, ka the stakelity of a balanced pers-
Pt
Al Nelson
Berloeley, CA

Thank you for thi note and support v
Eha suibscripticens. And [ agree, comprariss
i for maone Beneiios) [olso beleve that f 5
ol the moumain bikers who ane confrom o
domal but the Sierra Club, based upan this
actiong, The last | heard, the proposed
policy has been Perhaps warking
with the Slevra Club wouwld be berter but of
s poinl, moanfain bikers hove fo stond
upjfor their nterests before wa v theown off
of stal Fmoee landl Yo 'ne right, exdremaism B
rcd #ha aiuser Bul soemad s thar's whaf &
rakes i creale some movemend o mioder
[

Ediler,

As ome whe rides eoer thede hundred
et 2 morth and recently campsitid i miy
first NORBA race, | share your enthusissm
for mourdain bikes. [ donot agres, howeaer,
with your editorial stand agaims: bikeJess
wilderraess areas and the Sierra Club. In
fact, | think your derands, if you ralkoe i hem
iUk, are extremely selfish and short
sghted.

M bm Argonas, less than 15 percent &l
the 1otal areaof natonal locest s
walderness ares. Tha cther AS parcdnt ollirs
lEralky thousands of mdes of dird roads snd
unregtricted hiking irads 1o ride on with
gond conscience and ro ethical or kegal
hasakis. To me, demanding to nde wider
reees ATeas i senseless; particuls by when i
inwohees fighting agamst envronmentalism
Who reeds access 1o the [ew remaining
islands of pesce in 1his machanized to-dealk
cousniry when there are so mary other fine
places 1o ride?

Let's sl Lsce [acti om the trad damage
danger mase. Mouniain bikes do skid, dide,
and wat into trads. Every study has con
firmed this, ard I've perscnally ridden 150
many mibes 1o belbeve otherwise. In fact, you
yoursell write, inyour Crewted Butte astiche,
“Agrooee has beenworn by biloers descend
ing in a comtroled skid. . * Regarding speed,
haere in Arizors we uiaalby fde a8 (a0 a8 we
cam and wish we coubd ger lastes - | presums
Colornde riders do the same. Even more at
isgue, however, than eresson of iTails of
possible biker hiker colisions, B the dam:
agee that mousitain bikes do 1o the wilder
RS EKPETHTECRE.

Apparently you have never enjoyed
wildherriess for 28 best guality - as arefuge 1o
wiaht fior quiet and isolation, whine nothing
mechaneed comes arourd the bend of the
trad, Thare hikers can forget about auto
mobiles, wars, inflation, ard ket husmaniy
& %0 rapidly devouneeg this besatiful plares
The kanelber thi ares, the betier; and the
mare one can discard lechnology and
cancenirale on the sobiude

Surely, you mus! feahss 1hal now & an
ncredibly buad fime Tor you, 38 an editar, 1o
promole animosily belween mountain
bakers and environmentalists, la Lact,
backcousiry good guys of all persusmons
should be combining muscle against the
developers and mrorg and gming midress
wrhi would rape the wild kands for profe, We
also need fo close ranks agains: the ORV

“conguer the wilderneis in the fame of
Reagan sdrraris-

with ithe ower all ethic sl concern of Attila the
Huan in & ¢omsent. Onby aniled poltical clout
vl hilp fo slosw The erviroomental losses ol
b Lot Six yoans.

In Fact, by sltacking ernironmesiaksm
and desgnated wikdermess, you align your-
sall by defaulr, wirh the ORV's. Would you
really want to share beer can-bitered,
vire-charned, rosd up-every-Kill, larmes
wilderness with the four wheders o order
ta gain the right o bk anyuhire? Wieaken
the growps hke the Sierra Club and Earth
First! and 1ha is Blusly oo be the price that
O B,

comEinud on page 47
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