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A Chip

Off the Old Block

Tou'd better look bwice at
this machine. Because we under-
tand how you could mistake

Specialized Rockhopper
ff-road bicycles costing
v I:.-.|| v bevice as muche
ve years ago the Rock
|| opper woul ld have retailed for

" In Fact, this all-terrain
wonder i thu-cu[r:r better
than the original Stumpjumper.

Third Generation Technology

The reason for the RIK_E?
opper's remarkable price!
performance stems from dra-
malic advances in manufacturing
techniques. This hard-nosed
bike also boasts the bloodlines
of the sport's most respeched
machines: the Stumpjumper
family.

As with all of our 1985 off-
road bicycles, the Rockhopper
is equipped with a uni-crown
forkframe system. Allowing
a blend of agility and stability found only
in the world's m

Ihen we
made sure no-
body could come
even remobely
close to the
Rockhopper's
features, There's
SunTour derail-
leurs and shifters,
Specialized
crankset, scaled
bottom bracket,
and hubs. And
Saturae X-28
off-road rims fitked with Specialized
Crossroads tires.

While the Rockhopper establishes bold,
new parameters for off-road riding, it’s

SenTomer dvrailowes Speialierd orrmbart
vl prided botiom Brackei

ost expensive all-berrain bikes.

precisely what you've come to expect from
""Flt"'l. alized. We've pioneered off- ru}m‘l pro-
duetion bicycles. And quite clearly, from the
Rockhopper and the Stumpjumper Sport to
the Stumpjumper and Team Stumpjumper,
we continue to lead the way

Bust you must be wondering about the
Rockhopper's price. Visit yvour local Specialized
Dealer. Take the Roe kh::ppcr oul for a tesk ride
Its price will Aooe you and its performance
will leave you spe Tl'u sund
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If yous werrer e ot thie MORBA Mationals
s g, el Chances abe you weren't,
vou missed out em a heck of & show. The
competilion was interse and exciting, the
sl ting beaubiial (desping 1he arsom caused
blachkerad felds), and the race course
suparh,

The course ercompassed almost all
thal makes mouncain biking such a grest
eport. The start was. up a gentle hil to &

1 wheTe eviEryone swung
arcund and blssted back dims and
through the start fmish e to a long,
gethe, and bumgry dounhil. The donnlll
funneled the hard ckarging recers into a
tight ke eaiting info a shiort clamds,
folowed by a quick dip through a dey
wrigation ditch, and s longer clenb.

To this point, the race lollsed & single
irach. AL the top of this short sk, the
e lurned onito a ranch road, dow
dorem a fast il o a skarp right, and up 2
Fll, steeper but shoat. Beyorsd & swing to
th left was a long, Namish, and smooih
doenhdl ot the end of which wen o of
the bafler spectatns viewing points: a
sharp ket ento » sheep downlbil and a
shghit bend 5o the righi.

Two socces ball-sized rocks neas the
kel gicke adter the turm made # inleresting
They were right im the maddle of the deal
e, Mot racers cuf just insde the rocks,
Thise wheose spewed was 106 griat or ther
comiral 165 margnal swung to the outide
of that rocks and followed & masrow e
between 1k mechs and the steep hillalds
Eha road cul across. Required was a subte
Exat bold techesgus lor maxinwem soeed.

At the bottom of the downhl wank the
mc! popular spectalor viewing aress. The
road haspin turned back 1o the right
Waskiboards led ino the tuen, erosion
charmels were i the turn, while loose det
coased the exil. A crowd (thar’s & relative
term) hang out here theoughout the race,
cheenneg o their lavories and applasdeg

[

any parncularly cutstanding comnenssg
techrigues. The diferences betwsen 1he
fast and the show were dramatically
5 poned on this turn

A lang, cercuitous loop wos then
follrawedd. Thee s crossed the ssnall
valley it had previously dropped inso,
angled up a hil and ot into a meadow
whiire water bottles were passed 1o
racers, then up a kmg, genile kil (the
degren of ginfleness depends upon how
tard & racer s being pressed by anothes
rocer ardd hoss far into the mace thiy are)
The cowrse turned kit ursder the branches
of nakis ard dove down & very stesp hil
and hack imio the valley 1o a kairpin left
immaedately follmed by o shasp nghe and
thit second most popalar speckaton poant.

A stream (doy a2 the time of the race)
has carued & deep cut betwoen lange caks,
The racers had o negatiate this mini
ranina. | don't know if anyone successhully
roche through or not | doub it Net daring
the race. It was a hun place to spectate dis
1o the vty of techrgques used o get
across with reamimal loes of momeniue
Ganin Chilcalt, racing for Specishined, was
prahably the smoothest and [astest nder.
s cuclo-cross experience gained him &
eheas sdvantage as be raced in,
dismounted om the run, and Wited his bl
o b shoulder in seerurgly one
ellortiess mone. His remount was equally
adept

Thee Walll wars bevond the sfreambed
crossre) altér & short straght ard & dip
st mose caks. The Wall was the
course's humbler, (B secSon that
separatod the superbly condinessd fram
the Raphacardly conditionsd. The Wal
was tama lor ipectators. Notking mach in
the waw of excitement kappered here
encapt for Gavin Chileoats amaring abity
#i pirclal up thae Fill Bap afies Lap whie
everyome elsr dither ran, wallied, or humg
ool thasr take for suppor whilk stioggling
g 1 bill. But it was here that the race
was wan and s,

was slanding at the Baitam of The
Wall near the ersd ol 1he exghth Lip when
Ry Aners and Joe Murray (racing lor
Wikderness Trakll Bdas and Fisher
rikpectively started up. Hoy was et and
had been since aboat the second lap. Joe
had been as far back as fifth or ssah bt
akrady, inexorably had moed up until he
wa right on Aoy's wheel ot the base of the
Il Het roche puast Roy and imenedanely
pulled cast a kead, By 1k time he
demaurted, Fe'd opered up about teenty
faet between them. That was in & span of
aboul seventy-foe loe,

Tham Joe was im bis ko crouch over
the il amel srridieg rurminsg op the kel

Editor’s Note

by Hank Barlow

Ry was giing it bos. ol bat by the 1o o
the hall, the race appeared to be over
Theen soerenes mentiored that Boy was a
supirh dowmhiler and woild no doubs
chser the gan and possibily regain the lead
by the tirs they were hack at The Wall

While they raced arcund the course, |
took & short-Cull up the hill io & potnt
whwre [ cosld look back at The Wall in
profile. The Wall ercled a1 a ranch nosd
carnd inta the hillside. The road
traversed the kall 1o the sop of the easy,
final dosmbill From where | stood, | could
st hee bop hall of the inal downhill and
almaost all o The Wall,

Racer after racer few Dy, [ wactied,
watching The Wall 16 see Joe and Hoy
apgstar, Gary Fisher was sitting neats,,
vy chewing om fas bike's tines while
ity B0 e whad happened 1o Joi's
race with Roy. Someons spotted Joe
seriching up that hill i his distine toe style,
head bent low over the bile's top tube,
one hand in frem steering, the other an
the sadelle pushing.

We all lnosed 10 see whare Roy was,
axpEcieg 10wk him on Joe's Beels
Ancther racer sppeared out of tha §
watn't oy, Then another came out, Sl
mod Ry, Hr dficdn't appear untd well alter
Jou had topped cut and was sprinting
along 1k road. The race was won, There
wink amolher lap o go bet unkess. Joe
crashed or latied or somethirs, 1he race
lor firik was over.

| sterysed wharre | was 1o watch the Gl
g It waa the best spot on the cowrse. |
Incikid over kater and ance sgain s Joo
striding up the hil, even breaking inta a
sun near the tap, And [ sveas runcing
This was the last lap, the race was bis pot
thene bhe was running. He ke the road at
the top ard jumped on his bike. | hept
wazching bim, eniranced with ks amazing
performance. A small dig terrupled the
Mt road and whim Joe came ol of @, he
wad standing up, hammering the padals!

This was a1 the #nd of ten rugged laps of
hard racing. He was 5o far oul in fronk 59
that point that even il he had Ratted, he
could have canied his bilor 1o the Brash
and wom. But there he was, s8ll powerieeg.
B was a5 if he was getting stromdger, pel
werakory 08 wae the case wilh everyore
else.

Wi, rod evervore. Med Cherend
[racing for Schadnn) was siill going as i ha
was sprinting for the finish. He'd Barned
right after the first lap. Bust there he was) 4
harvineg replacid his tube, passirg racer
aler racer, forcing the pace, working
closer and closer to the front, finally
findakieg in filth place. Ned's performance
was saperh. There's no way anyone can

win the Mationals afer lasting unless

everynre eloe dois also bt msen balices,

1w e e, Pt giving up,

hammering lap atter lap. His perlormance
rech &% anpnee's represrnted what the
tionals are all about.

Bast that's the kind of racing it was. Koy
Ririrs raced the race of his lde. When he
crossed ihe finish ke, Fa craskad hared
Hie'd sotally sperd hormsel. Foa slmaost elght
Laps, he held off ewery challenger. Jow was
ke cxrily eme wha could best hin, Ganin
Chicott pul on a steady, strong
perlormance 1o garner third What made
Ciavin's race S0 impressse was the Lact
hat he'd spemt the semmer road racirs,
ol irpertin biking. Casey Kunselman
dresd his story bor another pont of vies o6
tha Natiorals] was ancther wha put on a
great race to finish lourih. Med was fish
while & fackrey Goorge Theobald (Fishaer )
gamely held off & fast closing Jobn Loomis
{Roas) a1 e end o hindeh sixth, Todd
Defargedirs. (WWikdherness Trad Bikes) and
Fye Sharp | Schwinn ) wene fwo moee
whise sieady rcing garrenid top Seishes,
wrghtl and ninth place respeciively, whils
Jowy Peterson, e of tke Brst lag prime
ghory, hurg an for fenth,

Bur ihat was anky part of the show
Tha: Sl was full of others wha put on just
as impressive a display of ques and
determeation Jacguar Pheln (Wikderness

conbevued on page 24
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American Made

Handbuilt quality in 4 models from $745.

Sipes: 15 16%. 18, 19%. 21, 23 & Trials Bikes
Colors: Msaniry fad, petch BISCk, custom and raco
Optional: Fan fork, Dares, whools and Cook componants
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What to Look For

Behervdor = A bird's actic
lschir thar its gang, oolor
he dim light of & dense |

™ Crewpar, 1P Com

2. Expes
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T
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; sy find valuable in
r ibe ecoiogical o

5 P, M
& an exce
v Amred boobis and &
Anotiher aseful book s RY
PETERSOMN'S DOZEN BIRDING
HOTSPOTS by Geerge H. Harnason
HOTSPOTS describes twebhve of the beit

o] Rrired Wi, Phonie of
A Audubon Society, 950
| . M Yok, NUY, 0022 1o
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You mever know whe
APRCIPS M appear

an derasling

i yemi take your field guide on a bike trip,
Rswp it accessivi too. Srall handbebas
bags are perlect places to stash o

ward oo cany ihe exies

o gusde {1 rardy do myscl),
i your spere nend Yool
o recogmes an anlamiliar
o rh- backscmuning or a1 least by

@ # in the proper lamiky, thus
i 1l enaber (o bl il i the ool after
ng

Whan you spet b bird you've never sin
before, pick out &5 many charsctmivios as
possdtle, as quachly as possable. Yiou may
not et & second loak though some birds
will 7 i e samd place & number of
timas within & single hour. The patsnce
ard skil of » bunler are peime mgredienis
far successiul birding

Shacy the accompanying discussion titked
Whhat 1o Leok for in o Bird” o incoease
wour lird waschirg e iency

Species identfication is only paet of the
tird wate hing ssory. The greatest
exgilament Comes whan wine can olsereag
o even becoms a part of some dramatic
deranstration of avian behvicr. Several
tirruint v by gl and dive Bcsrribeed
ey an angry bird for passing throagh s
rerrileny,

Once, while waiching a fock of coots
(xmall duck Bk birds eelated to whooping

FRANK S5TAUE

eranes] oot along a Floeida stream, | was
wtarthed bsy am exgleomian of thiras hing
W, splashing water, and gageng jaws
An aligator had dragged one of the bards
aaay fof supper

-titn":=~ll VEMTS 290, wo triends of rene
WEre relaig i a pristee alpine mesdow
n the: Canadian Rockies. Their reverie
wans sauddendy beoioen by the sound of what
they both thowsht was the wind raise of a
crashing aiplane. Expacting to see the
warst, thiy' turned toward the directon of
the sosand just as 4 rarmet dove info its
heie, inches away ke a golden caghe's
tabors and vt more tham ten yards from
whdre they sal

Yo rarver ke whan you'll notce
asreetmg bird behasssr such as a shaihe
tearing o its of mweal from a mouse
wihich #t has impaled on & thorn. or & ying
caprey holding a fish with the head f2eing
fommard ta cut down on wind crag

Perhaps the nacit 1hing about bading
is that you don't hinve bo bravel very lar 1o
engny your hobby, There's hardy a tree os
vacand kot that has been so tamed by
humas indiscretion that it (s visited by
sarme kaned of kord. Even 1he lowly rock
dove {mone commonly knew as the
pepeon) has its cwn ceperioine of
mberesting betasscr

Doyt be discouraged f at frat you
can't distingush ene species of Becatcher
from areiber or i that sparrow won't Rold
still kang enough 1o kel you see if it bes a
spod in tha o its breast. Bird
walching isn'T the deady serious. business
that many peopht would have i1 Nes s i
the dusl and ludicrous hoabby charscterized
Ery comediars. [Fs juss fun

leather across the Rockees. The sdea was
o i by Face & 2op Cadslla from
steerprig Ml over Tokyo and Raymond
Bl..l‘ agarn. (1 admit, | may haoe the plst &
bat emilunid because the film hasn't made

e (114 this meeck of the woods we and all |
aughl warre sorme provews sandwic hed

Just So
You’'ll Know

hy Andy Porter

Fve never consadised -mysel 5 hard
corg bicycksz, For one thing, nathing [ cwn
= made of polypeogrlens and far another,
Pve naver mastered the prosuncistion of
“Campaguls” desphe intermive couching
Iy am Hakan gir¥niend. Yt now and again
Fve foursl folks regarding me ai a bao
whaeted firchal, or af beast somebody who
does a kot of riding Maybe £'s because |
recamitly sold my grandmstber fo the Red
Ehim:'w 10 radser hands for & mowntain

ki

(irandma wrote recently and sad
she's enjoying her stay at the sl
Lectory and if she ever gets back to the
U5, I'm a dead man. b

Bt lately & couple al e have
surfaced that havit leht me wondienng §
v dayy [ might find msell wresting with
mage problems ccher then explararsg
what has hagpened 1o vanous relathes

Thut Eret one of note was. a Lashion
trend this sumemsir in New York Cay
Joggers, hin muggers, lashion messasks
arsl arher folks ware going whole hog nta
cychg chotbis, The hottest iterms wene
skin-taght, star-spanghed unian suits ihat ket
Eystanders see bar more of a persan’s

anatamy thas s wise. Hagged, Led cut c

offs retreated 1o the south Bronx whiens
peopa? in gwer-tighl union sises don't last
lang

Thee sicond om was a mo,
“Arraricar Flyers®, which bad & bunch of
Bwrautiful people riding bicycles hell-fer

betain "Pamguim Lust” ard “Conan b
Barbarian's Bachedor Party”, two stirring
emes wiich don't need going info here )

What concerns mw s thal, Between
Haolkanod and the tashion moguls of New
Yk, dohr Q. Public may be geiting &
shighily shawed notson of Bew real
bigyckita, especially mousitan bikers, act,
dress, speak, ¢,

For nstance, atter watching the
sarementioned move, many might
actualy think Eike racers can zip across
Codarada in about 35 minutes flas
Actually, nothing could be urther from the
truthe [ weas sssured by mernbers of the
ool recineg clubs & lakes at 'easd bwo oo
Thew besars o gin across Colorsco and
fbybe even longer if if snows

o, to courder some of the
msconceptcns thal may spring up m the
futare, | have scraped 1ogether tentative
arduwirs 10 some ol (he commonh-asked
cuieshions about mountam eles and
mauntain bikers. | oller them for use the
rairx] Bemae you find wourseld trapped by
trendy people at & parry and fislding
gk tiord Boe, "How come you guys wear
such fight pants™ snd “What & an

.:' b ¥

HOW DO MOLUINTAIN BIKERS ACT?

Thaey are brave, revenent, clean, loyal,
ehrifiy, oo ihat's foe ehe Boy Seouts
The acviwer i nobody really knows. As far
a5 can be deterraesd, bedoren a0t st Bk
aryene die exdept whan they hai a big
roschs or o tree. Then ihey stagper sround
clurching themsehes in interesting places
ard savireg really colorbal things.

WHAT DO THEY WEART

Usually they favor clothes that lef them
Tew! good while ehang Irom ahuastion
Thaey avod things that make ther voice
rise of inbertenas with breathag by caising
UTHONSCRAIETIERS.

This terds to rule our such e as
tumindis, Worrnal wning g shackded
leasher jocksiraps, and Baiman costumes.
People who do wear things Hee thar while
riding court disaster, especially in regards
bar thee ot bsivagp

A haal nete on ske-dight cyckng
chothes. Extreme care should be 1aken to

ek kol cndknan o regarding et
Aainsiesg ol ore’s aratomy in public. This
s especlally impamant @ v, B [, Bae
1 st of Arabary that does not lend
isel fo Aaunding, and, in fact, acibady
FORISER il

FLATTEMED QOUT--A eralerious
vl i i yanishes from a bike's
Ees whan the rides 14 ahout 20 mibes way
from a paich, pump. or cvilization

HEAD SET--A group of trendy drug
abusers
KNOBBIES. A veteran bicpclist's

COUrE = & real muddﬂ
Hasrilet: "Mudder, miuddis mas! boull”; or
an insult: “Yeur musdder wears army
shasga!”™

RALLY-Ersghsh term, as in "Oh raly,
old chap, you dont sy

ROAD RASH.- Ancther result of an
“erecdo,” defingd as whera the rider met the
road and losd.

WHEELIE - Rearing up on the band
whidd, Either done to impress bystanders
ar s the prefude io 2 “ende” inwhich
cade it will also rrpress bystanders, but
ol Bha same wa.

HIHM LAFTAD

For those of you wondering, here's a
real moundain hlhc'r doing what real

WHICH IS BETTER, ROAD BIKES O
MOUNTAIN BIKES?

Thes m & tough ore. Generally, it bodls
Coawn b perscnal prefererce and the

HOW DO REAL MOUNTAIN BIKERS
TALK ¥

Generally weth it
& lew usar wign Las

of commumica

{Thary adr although the
bechmigue alicras them o chat owie
diazances of servrral mades, 2 o
sematbing B0 be desired when ermgloyed im
restauranis, hatheooerms, and charch
recitaks |

Bt there are vadious & pressosd
cOrEnon Bmonsg mountan bikers that mey
ke & newcomsr B0 (b aport wordening
wihat in the hell iveryone i taking aboan
A few of the most-used ones ared 1t
definitions ane

ATB-An scrorsem mearireg “all terras

bike" or “all thoas Belgana” i the usir &
Europs.

CLINCHERS--term bog sleep, hasy
iralls thai causi & moustan biker's beeth
1o chench

CHANK SET- A group of people wha

aré ahways complaining sbhoul something.

EATING IT-The direct risull of an
“end”, “Eating " can be dane by bath on
sl o rosd bicyclsts

ENDO- i the ke makes an
abrupt stop and the nder doesn’i. The
resull is often upseteg i o ways than
and, [Gee road rash. )

svallabelity of & grandmother or bwo bo sell
off bar ke meeded funds, which can
soometinmes b gretby sleen

Ciarseraly, vasd bikers like goireg Lairky
Tast while woesying abost piseressl
colisanng with motha, thumbscks and
smadl dogs O road rders, on the other
hand, don't worry abost thase thirgs but
dex hawe to watch out for litthe iterns e
faling off $00-food chifs and wandering
onbg fAir Force qunnery ranges.

Iri genseral, @ pou waed b0 aveoed hasshes
from impoadis braffs, smag, unk i the
roadhaiy, mamac drivens, and marauding
bubdozers, stay clear of sast Les Angeles,
I wdusateag in Denver, Colorado, and
Mew Yook Chiy in general. Otberwise, you
should be fine, no matter what you ride.

HOW CAN | LOOK LIKE A BICYCLIST
WITHOUT REALLY TRYTNG?

Thi i probalbly the most mportand
questiors of sll. The oaly way bo really
loci bk a peadessional, vitaran opclisl
e ride lor countless miles under al
weathers, hundreds ol reles a week with
P bet-up. Witk this ana the ketiers "FRO
VETERAN BICYCLIST* written = blaze
coange atioss your T-shats, you should
wland cul m ary croved.

alternative = 1o bearn 1o say
“Campagnols,” with an sulkentic Ralan
accert and wear polypropalens every
chance you et With those bwo terms and
& good fne of chater, wou cam go D




Desert

Mlysteries

by Kathy Northcut

A gentle, persistent breeze pushed ai
e | choserd iy s anl imagieed the
wared wark all that kept ma from aling off
my viewpoin: thousancs of feet ahowe the
wrleys sl campans e which [ risgrad
A tadwird wold heve Fad the cppoaite
elliect, o disconcirting sense of beng
] tewstired A frisedall o considerabls
disraton

Tesamg my pornAall, | glinced behind
e b0 make sure my frend had no
intersons of puling the of showe:n-haid
trick. He was a few meters amay, looking
diowun the sheer sandstone cilf face,
visuslizirg & chmbing route. | straddied my
beand rarw mountain bke's framss and
conterdedly thoushd of mysell as fully
indocininaied iedo the world of desert
cycling Or perhaps | shouk say hooked.

This wasn't the first tene ['d nickden a
Bk with & tine trach widir than a man's
thumb: bt the blessing those af tres
peonadies becamme obnvious when we rode
fecripath niar thi Didssd Hore Point
Lookiont. [t felt good to concentrale on
semething physcal, fae resnoved from the
wantld of reading, wriging, and ‘rithaseric in
whach I, a8 a colegr stadent, lve the
greaser part of myy [ile. We descended inio
a gulley where the tral wousd asaund
boadders, hopped across rock Purdles, and
plunged i scraschy thachees. |
alternately beninced o and off my bile,
urable 1o decide wiwther to ride or cassy
it. My hare legs wire continuall, serabehud
and stung by netiles and weaihered, dny
bushes we passed through

I Fedkowwed Scott's five tracks, knowing
that wharever this excursion bed, ) would
be magreficent in my ey once | got there
"o pain, no gain,” | repeated 1o sl o
intervals. The way became easier and |
rode somme ditance belore damounting
whatee Beoit hued spopgsed 1o nes,

Ha was staring o the rocks, fora, and
adistant sceneny. | coubd s i bo s
what he was Shinking: "God, was thes was
& gond whea™. Thee strasified clills in thae
dsitarce keoked as tantalizng as & shce of
bowdond, and easdy ax colorful wiib ibsr
green and sed shakés wilirbsedded with ton
and orange sendscones. My mouth
walered. | ungened tor adwentane, bul
apted lar res!

Srodt qot off b bnkie amd g2tached o
bl profslim while | dbigenthy worked
o my tar. “Lile's & beach,” | thowgk, and
il at b chicke. Judiqng by the grungs

I conild hear, Scott had sbdut congquired
thi boidadr, | eraned my neck to see amd
spotied his elbow protruding owver The
FowchE SLfRET

“Wow!” The summit ke beodn aitaired
“Whaoa! What the,, "

1 hiard iy nicrmally unakahabée
friend's vodoe souend a distinet nobe of
surprse. | ot up B g0 see what was
hapgerang

1 caught excerpts from a casual but
shightly straned commersation belwee
Seott and thie olject of Ms surprise as |
taok o longer, casiey waw ap ke Boulder
Who could have appessed s suddenly out
of reinehsire had me bafed. We'd seen no
tracks im 1he seewl along the erail o any
oifir fign of peophe imce leaving 1he
parking lot. We were or the edge of & vast
desart wikderress that was hasically
uninbashitable By the time [ reached (ke
top, Scort amd e siranger were bantering
Eher oid friends. | poioed my head over 15
fop and caught a glengse of the stranger
arel immadimtely understood Scon's
unchecked exclararion, | kit my fp to
keep from squawicng

The man siood aboct 559 eall, That
wars the only ol thing about Rim. Hic
weepdhered, ruddy lace sporied & bBack
leather ey patch eed ascund his hald
et with o bengths of braded cord. He
weore & vest of tarnished ¢sinmad asd on
his shoulder lounged a parrod. | s1ll get
sheers rememnbenng thal sigha,

He ware knickers, or breeches maghse,
of keather wath Iagh topped, suede,
moccasin like bty Around his thick
wais! was & belt of whal looked Bhe cotian
jute with assoeted g hes suspenced
Troen 8, The clothmg was ofvaously worn
and husrad made and somehow old, Feen
ancwe, Hi also had only one arm. He was
the strangest lnoking perece P'd e s

I himdsight, | suspect | looked moee
oulamdad ba him chan he did b me.
Alibwusgh Sean was relathvely nommal
looking with cut-off shemis and polo shat, |
was that stati-of 1kst-art Lihionable biloer
fram skan-tight kora shoats io Mike Vieloa
| dlzo wore a hilmdt, ghows, sunglasses,
and 8 eolariul Salsa fersey

Scoit and the sirasger contrued thar
conmversation while | stared out over the
wisd array of caraoms and SO s
siretchome across Utah, all the while
surreplitioushy stealing pesios at the

siranger and Eryfing 1o fgure cut wha 1his
quy was. Even his acoeni vwas unbloe
anythirg I'd swer heasd, quine farmal et
old sounding, even archaic.

Scotn was nonchalanily relating ke
of & mecent journey through the Maze.
s seermed prec cupied witk the ¢
nndsiu:';“d hae |'|'|.u1‘:irI i g:,lh'
parro i arull image
continually imsermecting, "OmiGOD! What
the Heck?” | looked around jor sorething
canstructive 1o do and by thie e [d
o nothing, the duloque was windesg

Trara was somwthing sbot him that
made it chear this land was his ewen though
| hestss wnp waerie o gervernment Landd, |
wanded 1o say something io him,
something 1o mmdcale sy sormow for
R inferrupied Bis pescelulness, bui
mstead, | walioed yway hopesg Be didn’
‘ol tow terribly disturbed. We left him
sitting by 1he Fock, his parrot groosrng its
fwathers | himabedd back ore lasi brme
belore we turned a corner on ik way
ok 1o the car. e was gone. | was sane |
s looking at the right spat but it was
nard to el armcngst 1k jusnbis of
Biddari. A shiver ran down my beck s i
a coal breeze had coms .

Ha was an arachromism. Or was [7 ]
lieft with the impression ke deserved 1o
hold abschte elaim to the whale desert
e desired. He made me feel ke a
mwenlicthv-ceniury burmbler trempkng &
landscape | condd never understand |
wanted o get the hech cut of there

Seott’s eonposure was admirable. He
acted Bloe he'd just rum into am old high
wChaved Beoddy e (b kochar roam or
sormething. |, meanwhile, was unsble rp
decide whether the sight of (he man had
evmrvaled me more or kess than ihe Sme |
woke up one neghl while carpeng 1o
drstensiy & ealthednake crawbng up ey
arrmipet. To dhis day, Frs undecsded on that,

Durineg ihe ride back, all that Scoer amd
| e sl the incackent was when Scoobt
told e the man had dscussed how
pathetic were those rravebiss who dioag
across the continent 1o sec the
Carpoedands ard never ger oun of thain
cars. | pondered that but sormebow
couldn’t even envision that character ina
car. Maybe en horsrback, but neverina
car, Scolt seemed to accept him as simply
one moee desert rat thaugh perhags ore
warhiay i 3 b @eanger tham most. Try as |
might, | just couldn't see that. He was 1o
wnireal, bon trangwn

'We goi back to oy iruchk sed decsdes]
to deh 10 another kecation bo ndy in a
liess popalar sres. After a lunch of peanut
Bariter amd beet, wit deows 1o Moab for a
Park Sevvice map | imsisted on having then
beaded cut of town. W Srally turmed
i higrery emin a dint road which may
mﬂﬂ have been the one we'd had =

Ti'u' raad wasn't hesaly travelled and
since the area wass | part ol this axlersios
Fask systen, no road signs indicated our

locanoa or obaious hazards. Dry waskes
cimsecied the rood, some even formed the
surface upon which we drove. In one spot,
that drivalile surinoe of sand was barely

enough to hold all oar tires of my
ﬂ;.mummmm

thy preferred path of floweng water.

“Perfect flash food chansel”, | thougha,
danaly ksaking ugp o the omincas, cloud
studded hoezon whike enteriainmg visiors
of iy 1965 ruck axle doep o shme.

Alver about an hour of deivieg into the
désaee, wir stopped to camp. B was ssll
warky encaigh in the day Sor a shori bike
mde. We had ne problem decidng which
way B g, Both of us wanded 1o see where
the road bed.

Wi rode acriss the nex! dry wash and
the nest, bouncing cver ruts, Insesg 1o siay
ot of irenchis, snaking around obetackes
The general trend of the rosd was dowrdl
and war suspid ted it wedd head inta
ktryrndh canyon country. Bat alter a few
mikes, the terran bvelled out s a planeas
Bl pumplain. | ssopped and look & long
drink of sater. Clouds still hung over the
hegizon withau! noticeably cooling the s,

Scott rode abead. | resohved 1o nde
slowdy and alone 16 do some thinking I'd
been patting off, | Tipped the pedal and
slipped my foe Into the clgy thes shalied
e an unnecesssnhy low gear. 1t felt good
ust 0 spn.

I reslin adarnig sgnorinng the senery and
sinkung deeper into melanchaly. | leh loss

reasors | dedn’l usderstand, a6 o linw

Py pasd me. a5 | was out of synch.
| fedi as o | was ey swept along = a
s o which | hasd s control oF even
understanding.

A glanca al the heasns dedn’t halp,
There would be no stars that nighi bo wash
o |aas lost somsrwhere e my hesd,

swanshing
ety ctr oy head | was so sariled, |
almaost fell off my bike before realizing &
s o hare ghder and not same prehistoric
bird. Adter the earlier encounier with the
rate khe strangar, | think | would have
b bews wurprised i i had been some
weird bird raiker thar the hang ghder,

[ waited to see whethar the ghder
woudid land amd wondered 4 & suppont
stk would socm appear, | hooed Scoft
and [ wouldn't have to kese ths sanciuary
'l loum, [ eould haas Fas vasiomsbir
buzzirg ard krsew the cralft was qakrerg
alrcude. Them he banked irso a k¥ turn
arl begas a discent - m a besline straight
tovwards . | could see he Bod cosecl
enre the craft and that thene was no
danger of his missing the landing so | sar
ight whare | was. He had to have seen
mae. Mo pilat would mientonally run over a
fouicer_| hoped.

But the next microsecond told me that
d neiber do something, and fas:. | dove
ol vy bike o the ground, landing on my
feft side, just in tee bor ik pelot 1o kit his
feet 1 bamely rvoid hickimg me o forty
rrides an bour. The rush of sie Bew sy
Puair acrans my fnce and | vy whare | had

landad for a mosnent and bigan 1o bugh,
Tha day was rapidly becoming tolally
undeal. First thar chasacrer oul of some
Tressure lsland remake pops up out of
niewhaere, ard now Fen alrscat annihilaged
by & hang ghder deen forthar in the ridde
of mohere.

Thae ot fnally landeed bis craft then
strugglied with hig reaching n my gereral
aiwecron. Fe set the glider doswn, iose off
his halmat, and bigan o babble af ma as I,
ONCE Sgain on e beet, wabched

“Yeu, | mean, Damn! That was close!
Wi k™ He wans breathing hard, wining
s foaehead.

“Yeah,” | said, a5 calmby s possible. |

minuties biber. As usual, his

I
£ thee g
. His main t:wm Elh L

The saan began 10 set = s sbent,
reiddsh, puple freney, We built 4wl
e ina sand wash near ke renis. Drew

old timers ke knew in the ares moatly
e rais from the sourd of them. Hed
evin ance met Edward Abbey, bat

his books over

was swealing hl.ll:na.rd:.'nnﬁ llmm' ]
stared inbo the pilors cryital blue eves and
coubdn'l soeak. My insides felt Hoe meking
wa, Hit was blorde, tansd, and tal. 1
Erally opened my mosih onby io say
somathing dumb.

“This isn't like scenething that doess’t
happen o me dorryday,” |led. My mouth
Bustcbues wheer [ Be, and | was sure he
enew. | Inoked ascund and spotted a large
wig iy oot wiregtip, [ asked him what gol
s kit

The ikt leohed at the wing as il ke
weere seeing for the first time the wound n
Fes wihiche

“Coyote Gelch,” be began. He still
seermned disconcenied and spoke in rapsd
fire phrases,

“Flying low....the aremy does soms ind
o testing (bre,..| dedn’e aven soe what 1t
weas Bhat ki me. . Just this high piched
wehisthreg nesse.. thien thirgs started geiting
crazy.. ghder wanbed o dve.. Sew the
road and casne beve o Laed. Hee
stogpad, ot of breatk

We siood there and koked at vach
ehar ok twe crastuses bom delferent
planets meeting lor the fesi e, | had i
kbawak the silerce bitore his eyes bored
hodes straighi through mee.

“Have you got a radio”, | askord.
Abwians the pragmatise, that's me.

'I'h..mndn."hli.nﬂnd.‘ﬂutnm
Irw in Maab, and this buddy of mire ina
mmmﬂlhbﬂr@rb&uﬂ

Mﬁmﬂmﬂﬂldkabﬂaﬂwmu
splatrared ik, wer Faraded Back o the
campsite. Drew, the plof, looked hungry
aned tired and cold. My maternal matirses
crverrode any caution | mighd oéherwise
e takoer. Piesides, o looked ke rain any
wecond, When Scoft cama bach, b would
sew the ghder and b able io fqure out
wihal hapganed. Drew smid his ssdlplaning
Faaddy would do the same. We couldn’i do
anythie conslnuc i thie w0 headed for
camp

Deew amd | lourd we had a ot o talk
abaat Ty asuslhy quiel arowund peogie |
don’t krcer 0 our bght, eager
conueTialon wak both a relel and &
surprise. Soon | was pedalling while he saf
on the seat of my bdie. Progress te the
camp markedly rproved.

Heame e, | bosked water and mads
tea and soup. Scolt arrived fortyfive

mm-.qhmnm 1 krarw, wosdd
mvser tire of hearing the folklore and [
settied el down for a long raght
aroized 1k Er, While Drew spoke, | oiled
vy (b chain, brasheed my hair, and hall-
histarapd

Later. after ibse weestern hosison was
black and the line only glewing embars,
Drvirw: started another story thas instantly
capoured 1he rape aitenton of Scott and
wingsll. Thee subjict was & queer oid
character by the name of Heney Buach, He
ware the attine af a Spanish Canquistador,
ht:;hmny'l.llh.ing parrot and caly cne
aF

The stary began with 2 teling of the
ol mae’s ablity bo survive all the
chalanges of the deserl throwgh his

Faned By filbid by thosae samae Indians
upon faling 1o cure & chef sivicken by
st e frver, In 1B00! He ent an so
say that the kegend siated that sometimes
travebirs and Indians in remote neachas of

Smll.lndlmhmdmﬂy

MMJMT;::E ny:‘ﬂﬁ 1
n but 8

Isecaen & Bl i ghosts, There was no
dicasbt in oy srand that That was who'd
we'd seen.

“Dhd he tell you his name™ | asked
Scodl im a low voige.

Mo, | et ask,” was his simple rephy

“Well, what da yau thank™ | was beeling
rrerdvdar&ndl & COMPOSULE.

"W s b | proslmmed 1o Doew,

“Henw many people do pou ek know
this sbory? | mesean, i cocld b o koax,
Same crazy, ore-armad ex-£an rying to
get his jolbes. What do you think™ Scetr
asked Divew with a frean

“Too weird! | heard this one from an
old, old Mavale squaw wha disd years ago.
And l've never heard i since. Fee only icdd

contined on page 37




The Roal Mepali Bocing 737
descended out of the Az sky e the
amerald groen Katkenandu Valey.
Geometri: [arm land and rerraced
green with rice shoots surrounded the
sprarating city Selow. Beyond the felds,
#lacked wp inlo the distancs wene Ehe
Himalsgasz, 2 10wsring wall of snow and
roch A rature of fear and exchemen
b me on the edge of my seal. | stared
ool tha windkon nd tried to Lake i all the
wvirans, tried 10 imagies: what Kathmandia
and Mepal would be bke, and even more,

wondered what sy proposed mousdan
baking revur wenild Bann into.

Haling up to the old reremmal was &
welcome el after two doys of comstans
asplares ardl srports. I'd come o Nepal
19 get a5 far away feom my hame and
nosal lie i Colorado os | could and s
make real 3 place 1kat was st another
wollor on ey world map. | wanted 10 soe
and lauch the highest mourtas in the
workd, 80 eat ame drink the food and waler
of anothir culture, and nopefully, 1o
meacquaint mysel! with myeel,




Wb Chang ls mallet Baer| o eahed ol

Dowim u e
e s b o rha o Bhumbu
Wewrent | rogan 1o the Shivpas for

s | e b carpender s

himself standing mMop some of
o1 praks; bt | sensed a
v him. He wasted to rame
nd sperd more time 81 home. The

i P Werk had changed hism, He
o of s desing 10 slart & restaurant
1 lwrger, mare modern lning
v He confided to mw bis fear of
He had gicaped any serious
23 50 [ar but he hesew his luck might
arvy LT
I dsconired during the returen o ey
¢ that Mepal's Dawhit celebration
e 1hat dwvning, | mode dows (ke
% liiling s if | was in 8 war zone
Fire-crackiers and M-8 boenbs, chrown
1tk regard dor whio was sround, went
around me. | learrid the ceebeanon
kil far dour days with sngeg and
ving Late imio the nights, [t was tima 1o
e Kathmandy

[ pidlalie] smat of Kaibananduy the
fellensing moereng into the undulsting
waiche and fel a8 il an encersous
Zen had been Eived from my shoulders.
Thee traffic thenmecd, the air was cleanir,
and | rode wide eyed and sméing through
1kt waam, hurmsid aie

| passid peaple working thes Selds of
coam, hanley and rice. Barafoct men,
women, and chidren, all carryeg
encernaul oads of hay and Erewood,
sopped 1o watch e pass. [ aaked 1o take
a pacturd of cne of these men and asked
alse it | might iry caerving his load, He
Lwughed ard abliged. Though rearky twice
his sire, | could barely rmansge 1o stad up
with the load, let alane carry it | rode
sy wath & rew-lound respect for
Nipalese neck muscies

Eviery time I'd stop, I'd mnmediaeey; be
surrounded by cheléren who appeared
from out of powhere 1o gaze al chis tal,
swardied man riding a stranges two-wheckd
withicle. I'd ¢a2 wath a rapt mudence of
children staring at me. | had trail mix to
grew oufl to ke children but soon | was
making suse no chidren were areusd
whun | stapped o | could sar ard drink in
privabe

Bo matter whao | encoustered, &
“Naraste® (the iraditicnal greeting) wis
CETLEin b ke & resporse and b sl
Thi Mepalese were curicus and, with few
encephiors, irinidly and helpiul

| paksad slowly thecugh the villages and
countryside, breathing the sr, smelding 1w
amiells, and éxperiencEyg e Serrain
evary hil The rosd between Kallbmandu
and Pokhara is 8 conasant serss of cimbns

Festlrnara

thee inp wheve glimpses of the Himalaya
came 1o view. Then gravity would pull
e diossm and my speed would rapds
mcrease, [l relax and fow with (he pll,
feeling a1 one with my bike and the world,
senses sharp, the green landscape Masking
ey, winad blowing through my hair, banking
arcund turns, castiously chose 1o the edge

| discovered the Dawhili celebration
had doliowsed me as | lay on a shart hard
Eed in a Nepalese Inn in a village called
Mugding. | aléa discovered Mugding was
1k fnsim sbopping poemt Toe erucks and
busses. | was serensded with song,
freworks, and buses screaching to & halt
anwd honking thesr keres late o the night
Too tired 16 maove, | sy there iryieny pe
relax and rest, an exdrcise in patience!

I aross early the rext moeming 1o keave
whan | furmed around to st & srmiling
Mepalese man whio had spparersly spent
Ehat réght im e Bed next to ming

"ot such a néce place 1o sleep, eh,” he
ssid wath & grin

We drank some Chea (mrdky tea)
which, slorg with the warm morning
suorshine, belped maios the peevious
night’s expenence leasshable. This man, as
athier Nepalete | was bo meel, seemsed
szl bebaeen taw workls, The influx of
Toursts asd the Sonsequent exposisns G
malgrialism had set in motion fechngs of
clesite arsd frustration

Twnild Boe to have eone.” be said. 7
wanild like 1o have mane money, a better
heouse, and 1o be able to travel.. 1 jpusi
e’ hawe the means. | see people with
nice equpment, cameras, and lois of
oy traveling through my country and |
envy therm But I'm also seeng had sflecrs
on my peophe, There & much Begig and
larmers besving thes land o cater 1o the
icunsis, kaving ther radibonal ways
Batend, [ also see resenimeen and even
some hatred toward the lourists that pass
threwsgh our country e thss ewn
pleasure, then leave

| rods o8 inla the morming and spe the
perogds (many of whoen had keile more
tham thi: chathis an their backs) ina
diligrent ight. | felt a teinge of guit as |
thought about ey kecycle, camera,
chothaes, travelers checks, and a tickel
back o the ULS. where my car, Bouse and
other possessions swaited me. But thes
et day of sunshine, hils, and smiling
woon restoned my enjoyment. | srrived 0
Polchara spent and dehydrated and Sound
a place 10 recower from the ride for &
ooiple of days Before starting my ek

Caming up with & mmone sdydbc setling
than Pokhara & éifficult, The sipline
oondels o beenty-ain and sawntysewn
thousand-lool peaks: Macha Pochara,
Arnapurna, and Dhaulagin b0 nams & fiss
Armang the numerous rearby Mirsctions
was beastiful Phiswa Lake, where
reraiati can be rented lor swimmeng and
Sshing. Pokhara is the parfect place 1o
thagin e #mel b ridde or trek

RICHARD COMPTON

kaoking lorwae d to ry trek. To stand atop
kot entaibed more time,

Lareger than | was willing ta
cur. Instesd, | wendd do an sigh-day trek
i the Armapurna Senctuary, a bagh

hawin surrounded by ciant peaks, and on
1o Ghorapani, a villsge whase vweus are
dand 2o B naupassed

1 befr ey B i thae |
Ameran | mel, swoke early in the
g, ale beeakiass, then hired & faxi 1o
it e thecrugh (o o Bhe radbwead

After troversng Bal mce felds for a lea
miles, the irail began to chimb into the
Pt s Alorg & SnCTE SLarway rads
of carefully placed rocha, | was happy not
1o b bopging the bike. Views of the valley
babore and thee peaks abows kept ma i &
trance-shur stale as | walked for hours,
stapping only occasionally 0o eal, drink,
and rest. Lissh, green, terraced hils gave
way 1o forests of Rhododendron and Pine
| passed 1heough srall villsges avery liew
maies, zlong the way meeting Nepalise and
Tilsetars canmying supplies, Beighthy:
cowered madi carpvana, and occasional
wrrars. Food and lodgieg s avadable
by thir maen rowtes. The
leankress varks bul they'ne
shways a wonderful way to experence
Nepalese brseyle and casre. Evenings
spen! around smoky wood fires (chimnegs
ATR UNKFmT ) ial dimdung and shanrs
eaprimces with irekhers from afl parts o
the world are amossy ry Sondest memories
of Mepal

I remwrmriber one parncular day that
incheded & frustrating wrong luem s
consequend backtrackng. Finally | arrved
at a small Ins dor the night. My fellow
boarders were an older English couple and
thar doughter. They all spake French
German, English, the daughter even spoke

ryerhe

Pepali A wilermg dinner, | walked
outssde 1o cateh 1R last rays of sunight
The lnn was set on & ridige Iop overlooking

the Modi-Khols Rver gorge, ane of the
deepest in the world. Sihoueties of detant
smountains and ridges beyoed the gorge
danced theough 1he woodsmoke haze

Thar far hillside was dotied wath the bghts
from small cook fires, Th rosr of the
mzshing rvir bebow was all that beoke 15
sturming slence.

1 bmally savived a1 Ghoropend froen
whee | would return to Pokhara, then rde
back to Kathmanda, and fly home. Sungise
al Ghoropani was an evint [ had bain
fuearing about for several days. | was up
bl dawn 1o climb the hill bebind ihe
inn where [ was stmieg. | stumbled up
Hrarough 1k cold daorkness, anticipalon
urgrg me an. | reached the 1op, hiack
outines of moisnlaing leommg overhead. |
was @il quite dark whete | sal bt
suddenly the sus's st rays dtruck the
tog of Machy Puchars and Areapairna. A
shiver ran up my sgers and tears welled up
WA s Thes was the zendih of my mrg.
| amdad, took one st photo, and waloed
o the hall - fwady o kead Bome

and discints, I'd steaddy pedal, gracually | drank & besr and gazed o the high B
chimbing up and up umitil finally | reachand peaks, konging 1o be amang them and =

RICHAKLY COMI
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RICHARD COMPTORM

Ask most moundain bikers whey Ty
vt tharir bk ared e |
hear of their “gerampwte
! # the photographs azce
i Bk wosies 3

“all-tevrain” sspect of
these -.-:-.mlu- rrusc hines s thair most
prgemenent guality. Buil there s anolber
tacet bo thiese bikes which - to me - is just
a3 repartant. Ard that's the “sllweatber™
ability their engrauring allows

Tk ol it dor & moment. Touress
greetid mowniain bikes with such indial
enthusiasm because of the abdity io

escaps fam the i7allic Luden, peved-road
worhd Bt add a fmal elemnera of
technology (ransuits, pokpaopydens
uneirusrar, Eghtwesght but amazmgly
warm sikeeping bags...J 1o ke age-old
human penchant Sar sdversity and touring
eychids can avoid both busy roads arel
those busy, iourst tenes of yoar

T b Banaest, | dion't came fioe suremws
fouring. My preference lor coold weasher
atady, | have the lewling that fomre shors
ane lace to the world in summaer, and
guite another whem mast visisors are gone
Busingss returns io normal ie fall,
=8 g @ far trues wiew of people and
cow ki

In a series of upcoming coluenns, I
ceal with (bese aupocts of of-lerraim, all
weather travel. 171 susggest 1

st ol my past experinces throu
the couniry, and take you aking on & tour

Feedback - ketiers wath questons, ‘,
Concernd, daagroements -will be

addresssd. Evengthing, in sheor, will be

dore b help make vour apoeasch (o
miariain beking a8 persoral and satmieng

&8 £on be

My o Bikee e packed deer out o

Litah mound mrs, been ergged for

rbile buiterfly colketon = ldaho, and
carrieed me on moad and 1ra
Calitornia 1o Mame. Ar
wear-rourd capabilities, # has allowed a
wpecul view of people o ke way. A on
the timy Arizomss town | visited on tour m
i Neversbwr of 4.

A winth bifore. I'd swakened to fous
mchaes of snow o ey end, | Beoke ¢
Faarmiadly, ook & L guach ook ai the

South Rim of the Grand C
pedalied theousgh the Ml i
wareT elivatiors of The i
Resarvation. [ was downg a thousand-mie i
loop eessarch ricke for & 1ouning hook and )
g et ran me noeth ta Laws Ferey, past d
tive coborial Puss of Wermibion Chifs, up

f eastern bace of ihe Kabab

Jdacoh Lake and aut 16 the

Marth R

Al the settennents [ reached during
those davs were reserts and so | looked
forward b the real [and ting) 1own of
Fredorsa. Falling out ol the gine and
siow-coviTed eaauntains, | had grand
wirws of Ltah hills across the basran
Haitsb Platesu, My s er-loaded
Fnoustam bilce cossted fioa messhy baenly
rmies. Finally, | saw Fradonia shead It
locked ki & bottlecap, a tree-enciched,
green spal pon the plair

Most Western towns Fve along 1
gy, Ondy one or two blocks die
thisy make 1he pa-lane thorowshisre thee
“Maim Sereet,” ina it witk businesses, and
#ow the traffic down o twanty-fve
Fredonia i 1k malkd. She offered the
usual ran of services - smadl moged
grociny, chothing ses, and restasrant
But with one exceptio uilked i wher
rhe sgn sad “Auto Parts ared
Campground”. B wan an incongruoas. ms
| jus? couldn't resist

My tent up and skewping bag in place. |
headed out tor dinner. A block away
avother sign grabbend Fvp astention: "Tres

i
Amigos” it sa, folkneed by "Two Friends™

F parerdheses. An Angho sign painter, 5o
doubt, But 1k leod was superh, and s

wias the nlerlainment. For an hear |

Estened i on two slale pobticians

dscusaing thir election bids 1t was a
Las<inabing peck into thar proslems - "
missed (ghts, mis-quotes, and early i
campaign mastakes for whech they'd spern
manths alomirg. | heard ol how it was to

be an Angho candidate of a reservation

duerict, of which repomers were the Bewt

and which mabels were dumps. The

C

candidates Buscl kaoH
sk | frst ol down, for fear | mogha B a
bacal But my enags and questions 1o the
riemsismed them, and they
kisd quite openy
Al comversarasn ended throughout the
place, hosnrvir, when fwo moboroyckans
ewtired. Cacoorsd in bdl-bosky Black
leatbar suits, they wore identical blue
helmets. Their bubble machs were
mol one human feature could be see "1'-.-
ckaiibe # wes cur stares that
place but we couldn’ halp &, They In-llwc
like sie % The waitress, in a
remarhable show of oo
Eabde mweet b0 e They I;a-.l-\- st dhowam,
with ghoves and helmwts o 11 wans we
p. Fenadly one resched up sloudy

A shock of pellor curls cascaded 16
e shacddbens, berautifilly conlrase
Uhir bilack [eather suil. Now the
Frgare: reencnsed Ha A raly:
hasr bt alharsise deniical soate, red
bhoe lips. Arul then # hil me. They
were frogen
was such great fun o
coma to ki agam in stages that
rgat the

wizad bar a hull fve minutes,
Onby the eyes worked romm.
tha wasbress reb -

ghasses of loe water, she was murdered by
Ehanr atares. Gloves ¢
delibera

ol wath th
¥ af an ar

talked once ikey were | :-, Eharwer
d resersataoms for that might at

dacab Lake srd [ tred genil, 1o dhasw .uh
them froen ik mede. Bt bke
ke thraughout history, | wasst blued,
evim 1hough | stuck anly so the tacts. 5

was might; the sky was cloudy and would
obsture the moon; some

teegrature drops one degres Fab

Sar avery three husdred dool gain
t had gotten dos oo 8 degrees

o g (bt

The vellow curls were

ket me warns
all for waiterg unil morrieg bt th bollow

sard they'd press on B was e first day of
their purney; (a bahind schedude
would be bad precedem, Such logic

| had Baggen 1 Fredonia on a
spicial nighl and, a5 | w8 thesw with miy
leathered frends, tke ¢ wrl Bagam b
bassile, If was a1
“Frackamis Fomum
the cardadaties. |
e ik Baddmant of the W

We were about three-kuandred strong
broswn-laced Tarmars in bk owveralls, winy
plasd-shirted ranchers = Le jockets,
rerchanis with whiter skins and softes
ke, And there ware handioma, ne
THHSETISE WOITSIN WeMing an athracihee s
of Western easiness. The demands ol
ranch ar small town ke el eveniy, |
gquessad, and 1his the women deall wah
thir o amd other men as equals.

. conpaetiish acts
uMTE AbSErE, a5 were gol even scenes o
female bully wosnen bogh
hald and e Sasion of
« hildrery, there we
ore pair of hards, (o we
crenie] Lachimd sogs
traits which | saw
acguineed natusally; it ¢
trritomy. {ln doirg ress
read ihat 1he mamne F
ek dand’ o free w
Miarmaon refugees fo
pohygasny s were smang s firs) senlers
during Fhe MR~ Suc
Facirsy us warra oo
cancicluad. Thsd running fos
nalioral office wore tailored s
Tl were m chresses, oa spoer

d bapirn

%; boca

1

wheasandly by all. Well Tt
candidates I'd overhasrd a2 dinner |
place when they first s me

The maeting came 10 e
candhdate wonikd have B
mtrodece himasll, presest his g
arsd wosind his opprsngs. The
coet quissong and answers. W
scheduled alter 1ha | d S
bty Tl B ey bergas
cuieted e bitke malc
breadstich 'd Weed from the rest
Bual it was & bad mowe ¢

lh‘1h¢lr clan, ared |Pwrm'|.-| et e
o @ fiy cane, | spent the evering
up ds ratiles, and easeeling at the
consiant fow of slobler from s
By the lourth speaker
shurt, and | had visioen of
with chald alwise

B waes Bob Stemp's urs
Wl up bor ki bacm 1o the |
arul | husdd readd b handoos bel
maeting began. Hob works buod, |
his prievmises, and 1ells 4

stands. ™ “Bob, &7, & & nathe Ax
e larmms wath bas [ Tha
ard. It w

s smple, straighifo
By Scosil sndtba s
it Conaldl calll Birm "o
Fred Burke got g
“nipam for b success
on the Colorado, he
riflatable ralt arcwnd
obe for Fred Burke
stendcilled on ihe sides
Pized iy killed e Fai
Faghaeay. He'd alre i
regaind & whar b
Buanning in & dstr
plece ol Feservatsan, e
Mgl raflera
the crod,
o "Wl i w
mstend of Ya tak hey
Mavapr groeting], The croan
Bttty Pec was up o bai. County
asseasnr fof eleven years, she lhoed in

Flagaras!

the meeting =
hogarg wh i
cap. ) She was a p
woeman, bt |

Castipamgn ey alun
boolkomarks, & greal
K b s, gt
liwwcn weilhy me becaise
on them. Gally colered |
|l|.||'||,1ﬁ..!\..|r|d Thorarrs i

nagne.” Aradher slosan
o Pt ihoughts make gouith

Trweeg “ Bt thae weonrst of all was "1 reever
Enes what Doould not do. So, | was wiling
arwyihing. Fur thcmghits, | figured
v aprre g beran sprouts of

15 second grade. Bul sssessing

They ol rose, one by one, Challerspers
sracefully kroeled shotgun blats af the
incumbsre” records; incumbsents let us
kracrar in Feomneysnd woads that thes

13 coukdnt pour waler oul of &

w sngle candidale was “an

a matte,” o busd mosed fo Anzona
Bie.” ar had “recently asrmed in
Agizona, it's true,” but bad “sways loved
the state sl planned Bo sy

Thee [ast o ialk was Hasedd Prais

arky savisty, rurming for the Fredomia
schood board, he walked skeaty 10 tha
podbume. A thin, wairkded leatber face
kooked tinward s, whille bright blsr ayes
pped aboul the rocan, “Wel,” he said.m
all krera . Been here all my We
OF TRTH YEATE 20 - Acroms tha
et | el 18 omly e mossn
The place cracked up
| thank youa And f you
fon't make much diference
Ik-.' v aenawans” Hisrcdd Pratt
didn’t balang on any schoal board. He
should Fave been rureog for generrs
Twenr bours kai#r | was in ey fent, hack
ampgrioers] wedged between the

+ parts store and a justozard. |y

e ey skewping bag - it had dropped so

the day's e
it veass Lnder, afte
partculars, that the maaning of what I'd
seen began 19 oome o me. [t was pure
demucracy, doser 1o the
i paglisment, New
Erglanis small fowmn meetings gone wis!
ié A uiad dor & cendury in
W nts. These
sphisticabed dolk had e
force 1o judge the peaphs withing fo
repriier them. Mot fillered iBrough 1he
maedia oF reporiers” biases, here the
rarscharrs hazed s saw and feh all for
themaehies. The lawenakrs, sharnife,
ees, tax assessors and school board
members faced the gnibrs equally,
questionsd hard not by ther suldects, bt
by thode who would doecide ther late.
This one- hoese, two-lEn, rollupthe
sachinualhi-af-nght -o'chock fown was chokir
B its governened than all the ménmms of
Mew York




Adventure and
Riding via the
Mexican

Volcanoe‘

20

Kanth and | walled out of the Crac
Canter in El Paso, Texas, whene we had
beft ousr car, and jurmped on our mouniain
Bikies - B cn his Blen, [ ooy Mocts
The bikes (o my reasches) groaned

N
henaah kour hesvily koaded panniers, ’,, (

pads, srd sleeping bags. We were ready
for adveniuse, for bun, and as muasch biking
& i and detance would sllow. W
soon redecovered tha i doesn't
necidanty come esily and thar stventure
WA T2 a disquirse

Wee ap it raxt bweniy-four howrs in
Juager altempling to get a bedioom on
Bha frain fo Mexco Civy, Firss ihe ticket
wandow wai ckited. They were sold oui
e s we were ichd Only B s or secand
class seats ware avadable {the diflerence is
Pt ey people stand uph. Thae freigha
effice was deo closod and nobody else
would ship cur bikes to Mexoo Cay

The next day, altes wa hall an hour
i line, we were tokd 16 go ither
winiddow, Naturally, o dedet opsn anid e
in the afternoon. We waited, Frally i
opsirid. Thore were no beds svailsble and
we were send back 1o the 11 d class
couster. Wi finally got on the train and
managed 10 gel 4 seal though the location
naut to & smelly barthroom wasn't ideal.
The wirskra wouldn't close sither. Wi
sperd the day being bubleted By the wind
and waeching a biper of dust build up om
our clothing. By the tire the san st bnd
the temperature deepped, we were 1oo
tired bO cane anymaore

Meither of 15 was gesrwhilmaed el
& sl hoe Ehe thirty-sin hour,
i hucking b raghts, o, Alter a ke hatile
actenrgpis 1o Fwale # ik "Especial” or
iiorios” whenever the traim siepped
wns, we iried 10 et some sheep
unsuceesstaly, W were jostled and
L o by pessengers who wene also
g Ao elgep whele standing in the sisle
Thhé: Pl cay fowund us sore, dety, sl
gired W kept ihinkirsy things cosld only
et better, We were right

Twothirds of the pastengers gor off af
naon in Teereon and we moved fo s
“camars” (roometbel. Whaat a difference?
Mow we had & private pogen with &
comdaniably saat tha! converted 1o a bed
plus we had access to ik “comiedon”
Tickirvimg car b

W arrived in Mesoco City the neat
rrcarireg. Veras Cruz, on ke Gull of
Mexsco, wans our fnal dests nation. Our
routi was via lzmacc i
Popocateps! (17,88 mnul FI Pico De
Orizaba (18800 i), three volcancses
dorronabing the valles o
Maxico-City

e unloaded our bdkes fram the tram,
sttached the panmniers, and were offf. We
eyched throssgh the heart of ihis sprawiing,
aming city, including 1B area that ha
b stmach am earthquake three weels
warker, Surprisnghy, the rosds were
undamaged and, but lor soldiers guarding
that buildwge that had been desireyed, we
wouldnl have known an eartbaquake had
80 rinzently wreched havoc throwgh the

cily

ur route ho Amacamecs was
urexpectedly circuitos. [t seems Mexican
road Tagd are bolally ureelisble as far as
minos mads are concenneg, W wire
forever haning to ask divecticrs. We rode
through the villages of Mipa-flea, Mixquss,
and Chalco accompanied by p ng
whismtling 'rom gups walching owr prograss.
We niever did decide whether @ was or
Kilh's ligs ar ming

It weasen’s weitil Thalmanakoe that we had
our first view of Leaccibuall, mone
commenly called Ixta. We'd ridden &0
miles by then bur a5 tred a5 | was from
the distance, | was invn more exhsusted
e deabng with trechs. A pee requisite
for Mexican truchs = ke removal of any
mulfier system, And, s if that st
ercmgh, the drivers thin seem compeled
0 cormrantly blow thesr Borne. The clouds
of dhesel bumes pouring out of thes
exhuast pipes was the Black icing on the
cahie. We decided we had three ways 1o
o shattered ear dnams, poluted hags,
or being fus guer while passing out irom a
comsderation of the first wo

Clousds hid most of Ixla's soow-capped
peak b tha sight of thes volzanos ed
our spings. All the: Bl we'd endured so
far were swept aweiy in o twinkling of
beight sunhiah reflecting ofl ©
INCAE

Talsnalon had no hotel sn we
pressed on ancther 8 miss 1o
Ammscamech where we found a “posada

L FrST

.r"m"il- These lodgngs are uswally cheap

{55 for barsd snd they aleayvs have an
rierior couri yard, a geeat place 1o wark
on bhkes - somatheryy we were in need of
We'd pushed mry bl the Lt Ball il
inbo bowr bcauses of & fal tire

Thase seveniy mokes on beavily loaded
bikes was rather encgh dar ma for our
first day of cyeling Plus we had b0 e
ciar begs for the next dary. The rade weudd
be short enough, 175 males, kit it was af
uphdl, cver 5000 vertical feet. A2 least the
road would be paved, the erathie Bgii. and
(£, JERTCRINES

Maorrimg found us carbo loading in a
bakery. Messcan Bakeres reredibly
chieap and laden with superh selections
[ewpecsally in the afernoon) of “pan
dudcis” (waet Breads) The -\.m-r..-q
<Emib rationalized the

lourtesn and hall miles « r
upbell. The sl bew miles consist of
gerdle, stesdy clenb wiih L
of Popao's snposing, ke la:
I prctising in its whiteness
A rreourd e walh beeleags of
actmiration mised with cont
exgitement. The rosd sieepene <
Tkt Pogn in ket it hbuac ks (s g
b band baisers who were bo
eharir 10 speeds). A cormilg
remperalane, the shade of
g lunch beeak, and & few gi
made ik s eaprcaall, enioal
Aribar three mies and
climbing beyond Pase de Cort

i al the paver

andd an incredible
b base of Popa
w0 descrilwe

impeessig bt rot
what &o amaged

that thene af the o wans i full
bhowm ladge wehar e 7 worked and
that it was there for | s

and hikers. Tha builderg s big with a husge
shoneg terrace and an inbetos Bossting e
Sunges with encrmous fee-places. The
Codl i person s only a dollsr per reght
tor a bunk, the shower has ple
waber, and the keod is good,
chap (1herty cerds for & sandaachl. Plus
and this i3 heghdy peteed by weteran Fles
travabirs, the place is sale. There's & o
o kxk gear up in while you're gone

We walked et on the terrsce that
everry altin dinner and watchad the nighs
chasi the day iroo the dstance. Our final
wiew bedore retivig Sor & well deserved
st was the pale ghow of Popa’s summit
sopes floaneg armongs: the clouds.

W e plarmied on beavirg for Oirizaba
v Pt ey bl eoildn resist

reas wak o fidneibing
We decded 1o stay and explore

The trail up Popo s steep and eovared
volcamac as®. Keith ran along it i the
g & returmed saving it was hke
Fusifure} up sbeep sand dunes. Bud there
were pheniy of Lat sections w0 we decalpd
o ey bikang #, [ won't be o vou; we
Pushed (he bkes mose than we rode
them. The potintial excitermeni of (b
doinhedl was all that kept s pusbing the

KEITH AUSTIN

e
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P the mouniain That sl
et noalar views of 150 to the north,
B was 10 the east, and Asnacarseca
betras 2 sea of clouds. 1wk 8 view
o captured our sefmes and made us
forget tima

h dhownhill was surprisingly eaty
The deep samd alousd us down [ T
solt ared bght enough that steing was no
prehilere. | didn't kave complete contral al
he handebars but it didn't inatrer, The
sk worked s way throush by itself 25
q o | dednt hean 1o ether side oo
masche [r was great! We appecached the
lodge and thought of packing up and
ing om bus nesther of us was ready yet
W AT SRR il sebees Boo raach
Instead, we went hilarg again, up i
aimost 15000 fevl where we sat and
cortemplated white we were

Mt beaving then wes a loftuitos
ceciion, Lipon retaming 1o the lodge, we
mat Rafacd, 1he oificial guide o the area
He todd s that our presect ef biking from
Pico Die Drizaba dosen bo Vera-Cruz via
dirt roads was indeed possibile Everyone
i wor Fiadd sakdl, inchaching climbers, eold
5w couldnt make . There was & large
o we woukdn't be abls b0 cross with
e ks, Evidently they were unaware af
the irad Senir Rafsel described 1o us. The
MHr MDD Wind Al iInacourate and
dide't show the trail. Rafsel cold us be wos
quidheg same poople (ke same dey we
ware plansirsg on hiking Orizaba and ke
would shir s how 1o 962 19 1he pass
beacing o the irad dosn the campon. But i
wit missed Bem. we should talk 1o Jasckir
Canchols i Thachichuca and he would
Pl s We lidt Tlanacas arcund three
pam, pageched for our fest diet road Inp and
tha coumibill from 13,000 feet 1o Pustila a2
i Gk e, feenty-nin miles oy

W rode theee miles of pavement then,
ust hefiore Paso de Cortes, turned right
onia a det road 1o Buena Vista We then
e oriD & bradl 16 the right just before
Boorna Vista and followsd that for 13 miles
o wonderfully smoeab dorarib] ricong

L:

2
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Abxtut tha time we @tarted to take the
smaath suechibacks for granied,
condiiees changed.

Thee trail became straighter and mush
rougher! Talk shout testing our bike
hendbrg skils! Fenunately we were a8l
ging downhil, We bounced gwer Berilders
and ihsesgh dewp sand bor frew mibes. |
thaushs | wes loosng it af least twenly
times but fell only once. Bn spite of such
rough comdiions, | was seaced by the (e
stabdity of ihet puasimiers aned the
smoatkness of my bike,

I'd had & busrel tima keeping up aith
Keith on the uphills even thiugh be was
carrying the tent, siense, and tool kit ples
ks own gear, He seemed to fly up with his
Kinin. Bt em the dowebly, | bad my
rivenge. He was amazed 81 the speeds he
hit dowsn the hills with bis Klein, faster
than he'd ever besn able to go, bul swen
the Klemn was no match for mmy Mests.

W stopped in theee small villages
during that dewnbdl: Sanbago, San
Micolas and Buena-Venbura. The center
e of each village was the shiquious
charch, all abive in thes Barogas
comEtmaction with a dosna shaped rool
painted or covened with mullicokor 1es,
thriee bell tosvers, ancient wooden doors,
and i the manrr time had faded heir
orignally brght colors.

We arrved ab 1k first 2nd mosi
rrimitive village, Santisgo, = il
afternoon. Everyone walking to the village
withir had a lang stick cver ome shoulder
with buckints fled with wates om each end
of @l & load of frewood was Precaruily
perched oo ibir back

A rapidly seiting sun and tired muscles
sard us i 3zarch of a campsite by a
cornfeld. We crasded in our sleeping hags
anl lay walching rhe Bght dance on Pepa
Tha night was warm and despite car
tirpelness, we slaped svake until we finalky
ol sight of Pop's stearmr crater o8
dashoness bell. dust beloes Ialing fas)
asleep, we looked up one last time and
suddenly there was Popo again,

shernmering high abowve in the lght of a
waning mon,

Thee mreuntain vilages are remote ared
muccessible yet all have one or moes
“tiendas” Htthe siores ) whens sracks and
“refrencod” (sodas) cam be purchased
Finding the center of the village ts ensy;
lock foe the church, often on a bll, and
woudvat gol the cerer, That's whese woull
find & thewcla and the maskoet, if 1" market
day, The market s great lor eating
trachitional Minccan food ar bargain grices,
aenost noching in dollars. The anky places
whire we never lousd a “tenda™ wene
rancheren”, "Rancheros” are small
selthments comsising of & dew houses o
farmns, rarely further than 20 malos af (ke
mast fram a villsge

Beyond San Nicolas, the road became
smooth and fal for dkewin miles unéd
Chedula where the pavement s:aried
agqun by Chelula's plaza, peophe were
Irbemuelly and curiows about our bikes and
us aned w had to answer a theusand and
one dietions and i this arder: how misch
il tbwe biboes o, where was i “Frotoe
where did we come feom and e iy
s i it take (e il i had taken
days), didnT ww get tired, e did we
manag (o sleep and #a2 il we Fad 1o stop
at might with no village near by?
CamE: were we marrkd, angd uwh, I
wak &2 [our shopwatchis were the second
aftraction)? The Flaza was big, clear, and
hrigha wigh ity freshly painted arcades and
eharches, ils park and fourdaing, sad itg
berichis convared warth hane pested ries
bt lacked the shewpy trangquilitg wsuall;
Assnciare with colonial bulldng

Tha pavernent Lasted urtil Puebla
whime we arvroed that same aftesroan, We
were making good teme and expected 1o
bat clod 1o Acatengo before dark but
Keith's camera didn't cooperase, It
woudde't focus anyreere. We found a
mepair shop bt i was siesta time, The
camata wass t repared used six in the
N s0owe staged in o, B was g
good nighe for it; Mexico was Calebrating
soane maemorial day and a few thousand
people gathered an the plaes for speeches
ardl firesnrhs

The following day ook us from
Fusebla's 6,500 feet so Tlackie huea's 9,000
Bt Barormity e enidies. away, We el early,
avoiding most of the trafic for a kitle
while. W harred off the main 1oad omo a
qter rowd after thirty miles of haasy
traffic. The uphdl sections were mone
giritle 1ham expected, especially from El
Sevo to Tlackachuca, That was gead! Our
pack had severely sloand down by ihen
after 60 mies of steady riding. Aratber 15
milies: aswl we mrrived in Tlackichuca .

Drvizaba's mass domnaced the vl
The weather was clear 5o we leaked
fomward to a good hiki the e day. M
chmbers take 2 taxi from town i Pudra
Grande where the cheb stares. We
warked to b up but were afraed ihe
panniers might cause s o pus
after than ride since the elevation gee
e 5,000 bt Wee booked e Joachim as

Falsel had seceemmemded and askord o he
ool exrny cur paneiers to Padra Grande
the rext day while diinsng Ralsed and his
aroaup. Me sccipted righl away. He
ahewd us on & topo enap where the tral
we wanted was thin irwited us bo stay
cnmrright with he and hs Laerdy

The next day was cur first an kight
Bikes i quite awhile. What a tresr! W
had forgotten how bghe thesy were. The
dirt road 1o Peedra Grande wes a steady,
scenic uphill, genile aceess the plaine
fairly basmpy cvir vlsanic gravel, then
steepid bul wonderfully smooth a uwe
reached the pime-torest wtil Hidalga, &
small village whare we stopped. Thers we
sa the highest aodcer leld vse had ever
seen, aboisd 11500 bvt. Beyond Hadalgo,
tha rosidd sleepened with deep gullies,
seiny sections, and sometimes mud. We
rosde st of @, cnby poshing the bhes &
finw timees. Abowe ree-Bine, we kit deep
=amdd and kel 10 push for about o miles
wrt sl arrived ai Pledea Girande before
doachim.

We were in the douds and # was cold
A group of four Americans and &
Canadian were comforably inatalied in the
srmaller but. They invited us 8o warm up
rside and entertained us unil Joachem
aerved with cur gear and wasen clodhes.
W set up th bent by the Huts, The night
5ot st cold and | was happy I'd lugged
akong mey four seasan sheepmg-bag and
lyers of @xtra dothing. We spent the next
Sy hiking rhe glacier of Jevuepe up 1o
17,500 feet. The Bsauty of La Maknehe,
Popo, and [xta's sammils mapestically
&euaing inbo the blue sky while below us
currihss led the valleys was a view st
wall Muays remain @ Gur memony.

We elected 1o hisd doar that
alternoon loward ihe canyen Halsel had
told ws about. Wi had a gond idea where
o el b trad bt the mist was so thick,
we coukdn't see fuether than By feet
shead W wert anyway down o sandy,
msrToay, rochy, sleep tral naisting alang
the mountain's Bank, heving to push ks
Eihugs dor close fo a mile. W stopped and
compared ihe infarmation we'd gathered
aboul the 1ral with what was bebore s, 8

We clected to hsad down that
aftermoon toward the canyon Rafael had
ol uk about. We had a goeod ides where
ta find the tradl s the mist was so thick,
we conaldnl see further than fifty fee
ahaad. W went anpaay doun a sandy,
narroy, rocky, steep trall twisting sloeg
1k mountain's flank, kaving 1o push the
bikes for close 1o 4 mie. We stopped and
compared the informatssn we'd gt hered
about e trad weah what was before us. I
dedn't jrog.

Keith ran shead a couple miles so see if
things imgeeved. They didn't. We decided
tor bach track and find the right trail

( Pushing the Bihues kaaded with the panisers
up ihas trail was out of gusstln @ we
carried the panssers Srad, shen pushed thee
bikes

We were both wet and tined but Heth's
British imprturbabdity handled the

Efuation better than my French tendency
b0 peadest, We strugghed Back 1o whare
we'd fost the trad ard lound the comrect
trail & few yards away but the fog was sl
theck 8o we plaved 8 safe and peched
camp. The nex? rcrring was clear where
W e sl the clodsts. Abvesd of e, 8
humdred and paenty rmiles maay and some
LALCCHD Ftrt b weas Woras Crug

The trad bed wis b0 o besatitul dir road
that, swsichback ahter swschback, swept
o 1 the batbom of the ©amyan where
we croased Jarsmaga river and reenterid
the clouds, A "scoich miss® shoudy Bting
ereated an eerie, cool atmosphere. We
weere Lausghing, enjoying the easy ridieg
dherar 1 campon, thenkmg we had it

Theen our cruise was bautal by

stoppad. A rock shie kad taken oo the
road, keavieg ey @ bumble of rocks and a
narrow kecge where the mosd had orce
beeen. Bleboaw wens & i cdhop to the
caryon floor, We watched a cougle with a
chaldd sl & hoese work thesr way throwgh

Camping in the shadow of Oijzala

reached us. The Lady
miling. Wien we
they bold us

crossed over 1he kedae
“You've watched ws come thraugh. Mow
it ur barn bo watch you.” We reached
the other side after careully negatiating
the shde and looked Bach s they waved
qoodbe.

A lew mies down, the mis! dasppeared
and our eyes popped open wide as il we
wte duddenky waking up w a iferent
workd. We were surroursded by & tropical
rain foresl. B was e being im a Sou
American panghe. I was Bor s deeam
seen profoand, deep green befoee, in
Chiapas, Mexico and i the Samana
Gearge, Crete and | remembered the
Hlindimy bright green of trees in Litak
canyans but here ware ot least ten
differemt shades of green. The dreasn
Lested for 30 rriles of karukaze downhil
alang a widge top with sheer, thowsand
logt, camon walls to either side

KEITH ALUSTIN




In sharp contrast 1«

The excitemant was foa much. We
were toem Bitueen fyng downhll mos
#ldp and warding 1o lake px B & EveTy
comer. Brightly colored clothes drying on

caught Our 2% in 18 unhavie of green

thit mounitams of Mexico - the beach KEITH ALISTIN

These homes amd 1ksir subsstence
cornbelds, some almost Bierally chngir
the canyon wall, 5 howed b

W arvived in Coscomateps alter
tuerity- e mdes ansd 9000 foet of

dosenhill. Thi vegetalion was ro longer
quité a8 dense, (b lind vk more
thvabed, the tomperatune wis wasrer
e thr sunlight was washimg e fslds of
baatiful fiowers. | can atill remember ibr
smell. The dewwiall contirsed uned E P,
del Macha, 34 mibes furibar, oocasional
sections of ¢ eotbile stones showed
uE o sd we camped oul befone
reaching El Paso: The night was warm and
huamed amd we Ly there gloaring guer the
ridat wor'el just had. W' riddan Sarty tao
miles, bosing 12,000 feet in the process
T cloranbdl ended a1 El Paga, |7 miles
Labis. 5o did the bas  veget athon and
Bowers. We headed 1o Vera Crur wvia
Scledad de Doblado. The bumpsy, growd
risc] reenaingd Mat and straight lor beve
males; #0 did the iy milia of pevenent io
Vera Cruz. The last on mikes ware the
hardess, orce ogain back i beavy 1raffic
Thar weather was bt and humid and 1kat
didn't help. The bikes, our clothes, and
DUF kS werg orpineg ler a gossd chean
We kept om 1o Boca del Fio where ke
Jamapa Rivis that we'd followed smce its
source on the Orizaba glacier meets the
ccean. That's alio where the best beaches
are lound, The seventy-eight mies of
riding had uhwtted cur appetites and since
Boca dél Fia is known foe good seaficod

Felauranis, we pigged ool on sealood
without (ke shghtest finges of g The ¥
EE wn days were spard lazing on the
beach

Tha first g of our trop had ended. We ]
plrmed two days of rest before bheading
or Barramca del Cobre (Copper Camonk
and our next advesture, oycle touring in
the land of the Tarabsmujers

EDITOR'S NOTE
cortmaed from page &

Trail Bdoes| crce again fnished first a5 she
ahways does, Mary Lee Arkin {Schwinng
was & distard s#cossd byt that didn't siop
Jacque from giving the race her all. Mary
Lae sasd sha raced the fired lap as i # was
& one-lap race. She rode as hard as she
could bo lorce Jacgue's pace, tobal
throwing hersell into that frst bap only ro
warch Jisque lear bier s Bebend, Where
other's cams cul of harns satting down,
Eaking it @ady, Jacque came out al them
standing. constantly forcing the pace Her
A WS PR

Yl there were still cihers just a5
determined. They didn't win any prizes
thetyy st Brinhed. And om this demanding
conrse, that i #sell says reams about
their charneter, They weren't pst siding
the course cither; they ware racing. giving
t their all, pushing 1o pads whomeT wai in
freml or bo heep someons rom passing
Bt il farster riders came up behind, they'd
rstchately weld the right of way, as chen
a8 rad ghouting a gusch word of
enCourdEgement a8 they were pasasd
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Equally nolable as 1 racing was chat
the race 1eak place on privabe land, ¢
rarch lard. It was 3 perfect examale of the
kind of cooperatian we all wish was the
rule Farie than the exception

But there was 3 substantsal downer
Thess were b Natioral 08 Road
Championships, supposedly the prerdr
event of the season, the highlighi for 2
thie racers competing. el when the race
wad finished shortly be nighiiall,
finding our wha wan and who placed and
whire and what ibaee tires were was
Aot Enpossbie. Bl even worse was
hoaw ther feitivities were casvied
Everyone ended up standing around in the
dark wiile 1he wind was blowing the duss
ared ash from the recent fee around By
than, the oy cres there were racers and
even many of ihe hud beft. Spectators
were long gond. Thi swards ceremany
wark Completely antichmans. Alter wueh &
day of greal racing, 2 was a shocking ket
s

I reakize thai puites on a rece isn't
varmy, wapecially whin mast of the worksrs
ani volumteers of certainky low paid, But
come on, ihess ane the Natiomals with the
bl colbiction of mountain kel racers
ever puf together. The eacers, thair

sponsars, and mountan blers in genersl
diniree betser. Our spart was not wel
repeesenied aa far as the finade was
omCerned

be a season end celebration of mountain
bikong. Towards that erd, perhaps thse
should b rone going on, maybs indusiry
ceplas of mourain biking products,

wrhat the spoet i al ]
about, and nol jusi raceng. Wy not hold
the MNationals Trals at the same s Why
N turh  inba one hage parey wisire ol of
usl irnvolved In mousitas biking from (ke
manifaciuners G
anpoy riding on a fa
together and erjoy
LA

Despute those pestified complaints,

ahan remass @ my memony was Jor
runsing up The Wal the lasi time, oy
Rirvers crashing across the finish
completely spenl, Ned passing racer atter

hose of us wh just L
el hoee can qet

thew hest For me, i was an inspiring da
Tha mare | wabched, the mare | wanted o
b ol there with them, putting @ an s
ke, goang for some litde bit of private
ghony. 1 was in sheat, & greas day of
maountain biking

racer, and all the others giving the race 5‘ |
|

<

C

by Pam Delaney

Hiwar Morion has mo peer & ihe waorkd
American obserued miale, Moo thas

w aren’t otbers competineg aqainsi b
are. But while thasy re oOmptiesg
againgt Fim, he has only hisrscl io
compete sgainst. fnd that ks by .
adrmradnsn of thoss whe sne competing
ageined hirm. He's simphy thad good. B
then, by Kedn's adresssion, thene ane al
beant 4 i Srisds rickers in Exarope whao
can run cirches arcand been. Those are (b
st M ublimately quneirg for

The next fires! trals rider s
Scon Micol ol bs Cyeles. He's pr
seitinthy secomd or frsd, dependi
Favin's parthcipation oF nod, '
has b0 wact untl the competition’s end to
discoser his final standing. Hes alss
rielatively mivwr b0 (8 spost but has talen
o #t with b vengeance, to the pont whene
he has even incleded a trials ke modd 10
his rencuned bne ol custom mountan
bikes.

Thet bolbosaing = an wrlemvnw with Scot
and Fevin during a barbecue a1 Scooi's
house dobowng ihe Caldarna Siate
CHesarrvied Trials Chasnpionships. The
miervewer, Pat Delaney, u dofstely ned a
irlals rder, bn (nce, sl ol even a
moustan biker. She's a road rider who
keads cyching tours i France, France Velo
Belugr Towrs out of Los Gatos, CA. Her
nroduchion to iral came shoul becauss

ther

o
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by o i @ Driads e e o Ehe e s
class ai the State's 5t

s iy v ]
the competition, wes mivigued. Al a
Barbecue 88 Scof's house adteraands, sha
Intervaewed Hivin ard Scof in an atbesng
o understand mare shout this most
unique cyclng evint

P. Hoess did ths mousstam biking craze

sLaer®

K. Some people wanied 1o g0 last douwn

:l. atnl bave egger bikies instead of
M3

. What wer they using for dirt trads
efome mountain bikes?®

K. Prokakiy the crumers and singhe speed
Eakes

P Kind of Bke BMX?

K. Wes, but thiy needed the big geass, so
chisg eixad go wp hills.

. What couldn’t BMY da that —ountain
bk could da¥

K. Most of the guys were 1o small and
sl of ihet Bigger guys wanbed igger
tires (26 inch fres), just e & bevled up
ber gpaid; mofe gears, knver gears

P. Do Californians show the most inberes:
i Mgyt bekang?
K. Y, a bot of sbull comss fram the west

SATRE MOTHIUH WILL 241

const frsd. | see & lot of fusibes - Mom
ard Diad - busing mountain hikes. Thay
Ihane upright bars and bey tres bor arcund
town. [r's probabdy more combariable for
them bo ride and they have all the gears.

P | mertic that, Even clder nwm seem in
! & kack out of d. On weskends, they
can ride out o the wonbs

K ¥iw, you can even mnde of the sdewalk
and rot worry about going over curhs

P. Miast of the penple a8 the trisls todsy
seemed to have mowntain bikes
K. Yes, they're all into mounain bilkes

P. Yo don't seem part of the meantain
Iiing world.
K. N, I'm not, strictly trials.

P. Why are wou using a different beiog and
showld you even be competing with these
oiber peeple?

K. We all have diffesent iheories o trisks.
DHiferent companies. are coming out wich
Erials bikes,

P. What are the ditferences hetawen
mduntsin e and trial bihes?

B Well, 1 IBIS, bor imstance b a triaks
Bk, Bt it's Bk & recuntain bike, s
Heenng & & Biele b quicker sred st
and it has a ekid plate. Mountern bhes
heve alofof  geass ard are for going up

and down roads and to the  mountmns
Tty are desigraed for going really [ast so
the  siecring resporse s very slow. Yo
can g ol & really high speed bl il
Burn. B, il you sode a3 eraks bilke o1 a
high speed and you tamed, the steering |
so quick, the bilor i unscabls.

P What cn a mourdain bike do amd what
cant it do around rechs and bouklers?

K. Thig're kmited because of thes bey
chan rirgs snd dersleuns, whach hit ol
thet rochos gesing Bay, In trials, you want bo
have & bike like rane la inals aked, s
meally stromg amd has just one speed

P. Oh, you e a iriak beke with only one
spaend™

K. Yes. Mostly everybachy else has five
speeds

P What's the advaniage of one or two
spoeds over fee speeds?

K. For the most pan, it strong and
depandable, You see, the oiher guys have
deraileurs. s broe thay have a kst mare
seloction than | do. They switch geass
when they wand B0, Somesteris e
speech B good. Bul, mine B never goeng
e Bweak Deerallesrs can break off when
they hat a rock, The rders know it's down
it % Phiny're worryng abour 1. 1 know
| can hit £ really super hard or both sides
of that bikin and not wormy about anything.
5, il you're fot wornirsg, you can thrash
theough,

P. B0, why dowsn’t everyone have o two
apeed or one speed?

K. We all thek defferesehy, | 1ake shalf from
Eusope. That's where i@ ol came froen
The mdirg sivke, oo

P. e bong hane Erisls been going on®

K. Sance 1906 Ir's older then metocross
See, no one knows  about Frials in this
couniry, bt it's been around the longest
{n Europe)

F. Dy the Earopeass make good 1riak
bikes?

K. i, yoms cam buy themn aenes here over
there S0 ol pecale Rave regular tricls
el

P 5o, thwy'vae bad trisds beoes in Europs a
Beng fime?
K. They started with motoncycles first.
That's why evervbody's so good n
Eurcpe. But, yes, 1k kmd of b for trials
hes  been around for a veery long time in
Euvrope. Trials are really  bag there. They
all us special trisls bebes. Yiou maght call i
 triak bike, bul & ket enaller, with
twandy inch tines.

P Dhy s think tha tee haidogy is better o
Europe?

K. They've been defng it 2 ot bonger 1k
wi. We have more technology, but they
heneet moee experisnce riding. They have
musch  battor nders. They siart ol the
batle kids on these 20 inch  baloes. Spocial
trials bekes. They're incredible! They rde a

lot harder stull than v rids

P. In boday's tnaks evend, ko weould pou
dnude the dlferent  ypes ol bikes thet
ware there? How many islals bikes

.u.ml,- vk biiss, B yours; b rdry
commercal mourdam bikes; and how

ARy CURET made irames?

K. There were probably more commencial
maountain bikes than  amahng. Then
e i Mowntain Goal - tha beam was
theere. The v qus who make ihem
wate richng o inals bike, Than, thive was
the [oss 1eam - 1hey bad & special ks
bike. Them, Jom  Deaton fom Faber - b
had & specal trials bike. Hi's (ke faatest
quy dicn Flls,

P After vou, who would vou sy was the
st of the whols group  Sody?

K. Probably Scoft Nical. He makes [BIS
bikes. He's hidn doing ¢ the longess, And
the guy with ik mosd expenence B going
iy war

P. Mow come these men dede T beat you?
B Triaks o readky the burdest 1o rde |
practice triaks and mosz guys dont

P What were you doing belore wou got
il sl bele driake?
B Matorcyche frials. Then, | bought a
Murray with 24 sch  whaels 1o rede trals
It was & BMX bike, ust lice what | have
e, B Fit e st perfect - really cheap. |
it goere stranger  forks, | wens oult o lew
first 1o tesd things out. The only
thing | did wad pat & senall speochet on the
froml, and | started richng Ereals weth i
Ewemiually, | rebuih the resne. | cul o up
and gt & skid plabe an i, [ rode that for a
whie. My fehend had a GT BME - very
mie, | Bought that from e 1 was o 24
mch, just like ikse bke | howe bere, a one
speeed. | aarted ricng that, Rich Cast used
B Ive by mie. Someone set up a challenge
fior hiirn and w10 Tl agaiean sach ol b
at & trisls meet. | was on the GT. and |
beat him.

. How were you better than he?

K. He didn’t sealiy Bop arousd. Ao, be
was riding & mowntain  bike. [Fwas st up
o irials, but it was really kind of bag. b
wid o pretty tough cowse. | was riding
Ehemsgh B really  chear He'd oy bo chean i
anel hi'd ge2 bves every time

P. D e thenli your experdnce in
warcpcle trials baoght you a  lot?

K. Yes, that's why | won baday. For
mstance, "walking” the  sections. The first
tirne you eade B, pou skould gt wall
theoiagh 1. You hawe to imsgine what 1he
Bikue can do.

cl’ At you saying vou take & trial rum by

ool? Yeou rum this " in pous sed?
K. Yes, vou're allowed 1o walk the
RTINS,

F. Don't the ctbar propls do ik, ioo?
K. Yes, bus by don't have as much

dxpirerce, | hrom what my bike can do.
Thiey'me kuoking ai the log, and they dont
Wniey exacthy hi thir beloe will resc
by thaey hit the log

7, In order bowin in a triaks eveni like
doday, what shills sfe needed?

K. & lot ol balance and concentration. [t's
all aboud full conirol cver your ke, B
really easy fo go fase, IF you (el off the
tuk, f's still going to g0 1 steys upraghl,
B, going a2 it really slow, it tahes o kot of
balance or else  vou're jest going bo fall
R,

P, I nodced today, vou were pedalmg

ba bwards a2 places where  ather people
weren't, Why?

K. A lov of people ikink you have to pedal
thrgragh wher one  kEtle hall pedal vl do
Thiese batle hids in Europs, all they  realy
o ace \Bise Bitle quick pedals ared ey
uniy bop  evenpwhene else. And, thiy
il thaer tres might whare they wand
therr, iksey don't pedial. Thesg st bop
wphills.

P Do you fieel at (ke point the bikee 5 a
wad® of wou, e ancdher b - thai you
can do with i just what you waen

K. Definiteby. | have bl contral For
matance, when going  iheough rocks, vou
Bawse bo have two differest Tnes”, The
fonl wheel barms. it hits a wider bne...the
back wheel lakes & tighter bre. You Rus
towplk @ and imagese fwo difererd lines
for thee Eroni amd rear Bres. Many peogle
don'l dven oo bose 8o walk the
sections. 5o, when Fre wallong, [ know
enacily  whire my lnont tice s going 10 g0
and where my back Biee s going to go
You siill have to remember whad you're
going o da, "Walking” & very impostant
You hewe to hnow how o pul  your oy

VIDEO!

Crested Bulte, Colorado's

annual Mountain Bike Pow Wow . . .
« =« ull race coversge, lots of trials action.
Pearl Fass Tour, and much morel

P s s s s s s ss = ==

right where vou want il, H pou can't pul
wour fire  ihere, vou don't have conkrol of
yosar byl

. How diis s borsosw whben 18 o 10 win®
K. The st misr shoayn wina. Therd's no
horsepowsr sdvardsge |17 2l bk
handbrsg skdls

P. s there anyoms you would consider
codnptition lor you?

K. Mo, rot really, Fm preity ey this
wear. Hopefully next year, I have some
OO

P s a1l s heolhosgay' plinys @ canliin
rolie i wirmEg?

K. Yes, anvd o lot ol anpavience

drials . walkimg {he course  and shuedyrg §
ared concenirating Many people lall spart
wihemy  Plaere’s a big croned. P used o ol
that. Like wath motercyekes; a kol ol
e, ot of cameras. a ol of
everything. You block everyibing o and
st dey yosur stuff

P What makes people fall apast?

K Lack ol experence. A lof of people give
wp. Let's say they  got a e in the kst
spctesn angd they're all pissed ofl. They
take that 1o 1he newd section. And that can
screw ihem o, | put that all bebund me
and gvery section is a fresh cne. Even io
the last sectem, it counts, Many people
e b e e last  secion. | dsd that in s
rotorcyche trials amd 'm pot gosng to da
hal T N,

. What are some of the hardest obsiackes
s v chona?

K. | practice on a kit harder stull than
what they ever sef up.  Just riding over
the itle stall, | don’t get excited. Sao, |

il |
z
i




3 rocks ek om lop
s and gaps m
can rde one the
from each rock. I8
recks are all uneven
rile ips everyabare. You
s bl o Lall over the side.
y aged. IF o dall, pou're

real  daregper
@ Eha

P Do JOU v special chothing or
peddeg?

h Mo, bt if you're skarting out, you

add wear all that  sfulf: elbow pads and
l.\.‘vn!.. a halmet, knee pads. | have knee
pads. [ hawe a couple of frkends who used
bo e with e Bt 1y don't nide
ot This guy was. riding akoreg
chpped his ke om a rock. Just ndr
a tradl, b hit his knee and it <t bim bad
Haady bt

I thase

P. Have v seen anyone gt b
friaia®

K. Moo H pou fall, wou're a8 & diad slop

P. What were your scores lodsy al the
Siale Trinls®
K. Two - ihaew - thiee. | had

wght points.

. What o yois do wr
thae peonis®

K. | &d & btk "Enda” tum, g the
back end around | put ol v,
I've dome & thousand En -:-'-- | st el 1t

RPN yoha 90

wiong, There were rocks n the wiy.

P. Do you think the size ol ke whedls
ko 8 ot of dflerence?

K. Somaetimss mountan biles ane betler
bar poling over sfull.  You dant g
caught in those Bie holes. But my bike
car hop  arcand beiter, b, and 9o in
tighter places. s not & long Gt has a
little bt shorter wheel Base), and the
whwels are  smaler. That makes a by
difference. Eviryhody's lasghing at fuerty-
Tioiar imech whaels. They thnk @8 too smal,
kit verybody in Europe uses twerily
Inches. You can maneunsit a ot belber.

P. The Exst time pou shereed up with smal
ettty were they  surprsed?

K. Y, [ goess, [use 24inch wheeds. My
frame is Bee o BMI  Frase - & kot smaller
e A ndsniain bike. | don't have beg.
high top tubses, and eeeryibing &
condirsed.

. Wha prat your bike togeibes?
K. I

P. Herw avadable ane tmal bikes bue yours?
Do they havee 80 bsi cusaom made?

K. Mine is cusiom made but Hizxahara,
1oy EPORRGE, I going o sharl pusting
them into production. Owr mar
deitributean s in Los Angeles ol they'ne
made in Japan

F. What is Kuwahara known for?
K. Mosthy B, They ko (ke biggest

team. They sponsor owgr 300 kids. They
mache all 1hw bikes for the ET mane, Thay
kg four dllirent foed bikes

P, D yom havee amny ofher sponsomn? .
K. Yes: Suntour and IRC tees. .,

P. Daed Huwshara find you of did you find
Kurwahara?

K. They beasd alsst e The Boy Scouts,
who use Kuwahara bikes, told
Baramhara:“Soeme guy was oul bere ridog
over picnic benckes  on his eeycle!”
was al & oloscyches, irals {1 vsually
Ewireg sy byl and fool secand a Itk
bir. ) | went over the  benchy, vl 1o end
= o the table. B's really high. [ went up
there and [ furned aroued on eop. | went

P. Do you do any woeking oot al gems?
K. Na, gt rdrg my bcycle, surfing, and
Awirmming

P, Ther, there is Virgicia City, Mewada!
{ ", Yes, the Mationals - the Usited States
Champons'sp
P. What will it be bus?
K. Virginis Tty w bhe o chesirt . Thasy 1l
haree o drag a lot of man-emade sl
togaribay. Thieyll push rocks togesher and
make seciions. They'ne going o bring
thai ko cner there. Here  (Sanga Rose), it
i mnire natural Usually the manmade
sl s a lot icugher

F. W9l you hawe any compsstatan @ the

o 1o 1k beench, wp to 1he jable, down
@tk Bsrach - avery which wasy. | used io
praciice a lot a1 the kecal park o Block
sy o ey house, I'd  go up there and
ride over all these picnic binches. (I'm
going over blachers, now.)

P'. Dho you have someane whe ulon you
it Erinds, the pavehokosy of wanning, o in
any aspect

. Mo, | read a eals book that's very
good, I8 written by s werld champlon,
Besvoe Schreber: The Bernie Book, Yiou
can fnd il in molocycls ehops

P. Do you wasch pour diel?

K Yes | eat really well, | v 28 home and
ey om cooks  really good meals. | irain
acoupls of bosrs ey day, t

Maiioeals?

K. Na, hopetully not. These is Bich (Cas)
and Scot {Nicoll, bur | know I'm going o
wifi Tha anky people F'm scared about
are peopke whi come from motancycles
That's the anky way | can get beat

P. Maybs ehere1l b some surprises. Have
wain Fthowshd abowi  ihat?

K. Yes, the linthe ks can really be good st
wiak, Bt gl experience sgain. | can
do it thee first time on ey Brst by

Scotr Nicol

P. What do yos ik o Bean?

Oh, be's meredible. My prediction was
bt ha would get less  than Ball as Facy
points a8 th second place person. He god
appraaimabely one fih as maswy poas

P, Wha was the second place winner in
the Callficenis State  Trials?

5. [ was! Ha bt gight points; | had
shirty-eight

F. Can yiu make a comment ahout this
avent called “tnaks™?,
5. | ehink traads is a great event | really
ke . T'm glad ir's becoméng maee
popular. Fer one thing, Ml 1he competilons
aet more e friends rather than
competiors. The fea,  second, and third
place peaphe. we all did ihe last loop
together, W were just chaering each
other on. W's 6 rice  feeling

P. Wiy o yous think it's bhe that and rot
whag-eal-dog?

5. Maybe becauss 2's really rew and
peopis &ré really eribuied  about .
Thaere used fo be a ot mose camaracerie
n moistilain. Eloe racing than there s
fow. Mow &'s 80 competitse, Theres a
o miome an s1ake whin yeu'ne salking
abour 500000 J000 & stake dor (sl

e

'(.' 1 1kemzghl foday was susposed to Be a
teg eveni. Why weren’t  there many
popke thare?

5. There aren't mamy people inso this. I1'e
mrared nerw, And, it's mot a race li's a
corpetition. I takes boes of skill s nos

somaething That wou can just go out and da
and be good  al. Ve somethag that takes
sdvmar seTicus pracice and oy b

aren't willing i pait the tima in, [£'s 5 brand
rary aspet ol 1he sport of mountain
baking. [fs been arousd & real  ahort
period of tire, IS & grass roots effor! row
thal is  gomg o grow sheehy. Sace it &
wuch a new thing, s 80 exciting

P What makes i@ so swciting?

5. Tha fact that there's so much
camnaradinie snd s fan - s really fun. B
takoes & bot of shill B's Slferem

P. Where does ik skl coms into 017

S Firsa o all, o you have realy good
natural hard ey coordeatasn, s can
do well at triaks. I you haven’t gpent
tirae on & bike or il you dont have good
coordinabos i siart off with, its going 1o
bt hard for wou to do. [t's  sometbing that
really iakes 3 kot of skoll

F. What makes. Kevin so great®

S He has a background in matorcycle
triaki and that is whai this event &
patterned alter. Also, ha's been riding &
Becyche bor & while and he practices a kn
Hee s soeme wears of expermnce  betnd
e

P. Do most peogle use dfferent bikes than
Kean?

5. Sorre peopl &0 using resl s
bobes. This sport i ewalving o
mountan bike end and you s meo
bekiws mose thas BMX

ha

P What wars it eoday® A “mourtain-bike
ersals” ar was it something else?

5. This is goirg b0 bt @ maar pocnt of
COMENiaes in the next  pear o fwo. fee
wi going o allow people who ase
obroicly Fial  an memnia
s (Ehar briadsF Chimanusdy
rcaantain babog eilbee, Bt i
inch uhiri.

P. Whas will be the specifications for
anilgring these irials?

5. Probably what's going 1o happen is that
ki 're gong B0 specify 24 inch

wharely. .. 2% inch whsli.. 20 5 h wheels.
whabewir, in a lot of different classes. The
whael e will  probabdy b e
importas than (ke rumber of speeds
Bcause & larger wheel s & ¢ Buardlr to
e around. s hemer, My
arhe:patem i el maybe the naronal
champion who willl get  the mes! neioect
o the mosE maney or the most
ricngnition will be the ome wih the larges
wheed size, 26-nch maybe. This might be
e Pkl s enano

F. The cre with the lirgest wheel size wil
gid the mosi  afientce?

5 I you take 20inch whee size...24 .26
+, Bhose sre the  three whael sizes thal
vou s ol there. The 16 s the standard

whanel size for & mourdain bike. For
rtance, this was & NORBA  event, the

Fub ol o
They mraght
80 N Pven W
inch whesl. Thes o
B GO S N Mt

Tt T e g heing

» e (b trials evobee
LSS AF HasE o 26

swhatical, IF's going

=

Theee are going 1o be people who will be
o POnch bekes ihat  are super lighe
Theyll be able 1o g 1k e C1H0ns fast
I3 e o poga stick. 5o thay might have
b make some rubss.  Thase ofber guys
who s tryng 1o ride it on a different
machine  are gowg io be really fresirated

P S, whyr don't they get sman and start
using sometbirg ke what Hevin's wing?
5 Mayhe they don't want 1o, Maybe
ey e puriens.

P. Dhss Hirvim harve sy cosmpatithon
Meyada (MNancaals)?
& [ dan't think s0. Na.

P Dhis e kenonns of angome in thee LLS. wha
cornes close to him®

5. Mot rige noss bt | bet in six months
there will be.

. Do vous think that's truse? (turming o
Kaing

K. Yes, | hoge sa. Then, i's going 1o get
e popular

5. Yes exacrly, BMY and free siyle kicks
ari Zeing o come into iz...also,
motorcychr Mals guys.

P. What aboul ikese guys on the et
ot ? ln't there anyone with any talent?
5 Sure, Mice Augspruge s an excellent
midar [Jed i the  Namionals) and a bew
eibar tdanted mders. Howswer, the
inchcation im the Press has been that the
erowral abibty on the east coast &
supenct 1o 1he Wit | ihink that's a
dmnrted i

P Eevin said thisve been doing trials fos
a long time.

5. Moiorcycle triske. sare.

K. Metocross came from irials. In 19068
Bicycle trisls in Ewrope have been
poplar lor fmany years. Mext year, you'll
be  risding about ik in all the
Kﬂﬂllﬂﬂ it that L).S, - somethieg new 1o

P Any other comments shout triaks?

5 I'minto trisls because | love it | thnk
w's agraat sporl. | really enpoy it Ancther
thing bl this sport is (ke s an
ancelkni spectmton sport, The thing about
tripls @ 1hae you can waich it and you can
see the whole thing hapgsen.  You cant
thawe that in very many aspects of oypcling
D1kink that  has a brernendous appeal that
the people ane going o be able 1o see

In two o thees years we'ne going 1o be
remembered 08 the  fathers of the sgon,
the Lathers of millon of kids, just e 1R
Cabbage patch dolls. They're goirg 1o sy,
“Riemember this  quy® He codat da
crap. Lok what we're doing now!”




In the morthern most reaches of
Reagar's kingdom les a land of ancient
mountund sod diEp green lorests.
Wermont is the name of this mist-
nshroudsd place and Merally means
“Cireer Mowrtains”, Many of the great
Divaed tribes stil inhabit the area mcluding
the Ried Miscks and the Hipples as well as.
wancering bands of Nomade Sk,
Perhaps the stranges! band of &l is the
loosely organized troop of mutasts wha
call Pwemidves the Mud Warriors. Mos: of
the time, the Mud Wasricrs are dsquised
as rrarwnens of other tribes and go aboet
thine daties with stermingly endiess.
entropy unil called wpon 8o hfill & gt
Tier, whan thee aaantbet & thrown down,
tha once and heture Knighte of the Knobiy
Tew ansarsble for another advenbure n 1he
ancntral Mirgerlands of the Green
Mountain MNational Forest

Thus began 1he "Fat-Tae Cusst for the
Bull Morument”; perhaps not a griat
st but i1 would have to do wntil a
dragon or something became avadable for
ilmarsy Leperd has it that some poor sap
was gored by his price bull on the way
B froim a fair. His walle
erected a monument alongaade the road fo
cormmemorale the occasion, Feding 2
sourded ke o phecr of cake until the
collected Kraghts looked a1 the lecal road
maps froen K0 years ago. Things have
charged a bt gince 1k,

The acres of forest ssoand this husntde
hermitage | call home ware once Lud bare
by logging and Larmieg actinty, That
histary @ evidenced by Seldstone walls.
streiching throughout this woods from (ke
erichelle of o bo the edge of nowhere.
Tve o discouened, by councing the
arowih nings on some fresh troe stumps,
that the ries im the larest are quite young:
-soewsething on the order of 3050 years
This seemad to indicate that many of the
maoee bevel trais ouf thire wene actually
maen ihoroughlares at one time and kent
credence bo the possibality of this baearre
morument's exislence. We sia had 1
ko in mind that the praee bull m the
legend may have come tnam the mouths of
b bt aki wihd bold e the story and that
the quest coukd well be for & wild goose.
Bugt if Sir Gl hadn't believed in the
Hely Grail and restened Asthur 1o the
throme, Margeset Thatcher would
prabatdy be making pizzas s London for
1hmnng;&mnlﬁmwin—'ﬂdﬂ
runfmg i pant. Choests are a great
opportunity fo ralicnalios whalemer you
want.

Thee stahaarts aof the qusst, with great
sense of purpose, were assembled in ke

Somewhat Truthful Recounting of the
Quest for Bull Monument

name af duly, hanos, and Suray
afternoon excrciae Each far lomghd was
ehosen far his sirongest ail 80 that he
may better serve his fellow Mud Warnoe.
Sir Ml bowd of the local bike shop, was
chosen far the wisdam of b sdvancing
1.m|_b-|ﬂd¢|. it #un o hawe The ald

College Mosdie Shi Team, who would need
a [ to my house, v, castle as he had
recenily been rebeved of his driving
pr-.rlegnbymrm:w'lh-lwﬁhrﬂf
of Wheingham?). Whih Sir Olver came his
trusted squires Charkis the Technocrar
2l Ewan the Financial Adviscn. Froe (b
Aarlass of Nu Yaork [ampors from
arpplace ofher then Vermoen abal be
loeevia Rnown as flab kancders until such
Liere s Fwey mreinci b o & pEREaTIET
basss and earn the tithe of trarmplani) we
surmrremied Willisen the Whed Wizard ard
bis sopaire Hichard the Numb and
sorcrner s agprentice Eric the Knos-H-AR
L Sir Captain Donde, would sérve o
sonibe and speritusl advisor for the

FgrITAge.

Adter a frantic phone call fram Chacles,
who had methodcally been to three
houses that marning that maiched the
description of this omne, we were soon
united for the dy's msaull on points
usicnowen. Aomed with a photocopy of the
local town b maps arel the word of
haonor from the Lady Far Who Ouwns the
Hoise | Lo b thad she's really seen this
thing out there, we plolied b Secultous
goute that would kead us o the object of
our quaest ared maybe back past & beer
abore. The only ghich in the loop was the
siction of land betwioen the end of the bull
morament road and the begeeiey of the
nixt legging road. Examining the man,
ke wis much conjecture &8 1o 1ha
poasiblites of croasing this no-man's land.

s & etream bed,” said Sir Nl

“H's & comicur Ene,” said Wilkam the

Mo way, dude, #'s a trad fer sure,”
sard Evan.

1 ke, e i ey hagaet, that the
Fadhesd linez i question s from a crack n
thar glass em e photocopier | used to
cogry the maps.

“ea, vurily, The inancial advisor
speaks truthbaly, |t & & trad we shal
Sollorar,” saed |, hoping B0 break the mpass
by conhusing the ssus.

it Eallimg formy and stard riding,”
seaiel Ser CHrvwer, o true Chisefran.

[Dhce thae dhrivamwiy, o7, chrmwbriclge
and right orto a smooth dirt road, Fm
leasdling our trifse on ds menny way. Fm also

by Don Cuerdon

feeling o new s in ey mnoun that |
hadn't felt before. Eric the Hrcna-B-Adl had
taken i upon Mesell 1o offer unsolicited
adhice bo everyons o thit e hardorg of
ibwit bikes S0, when | was inflatirg my st
22125 inch wids B 1o =y usaal 35 pai,
he interjected that the roling resistance of
wach low pressure would prevent me from
keeping up with him and the atbuer stahwant
riders. Feanmng such a dubious fabe, |
cranked the suchers up bo 50 pat and was
subsaquently roling Woe & tast ireight 17ain
ars trying hard to recall why | dedn'i ride
on skmmeer tres like Eric had. S this
g i b e Bt fal-tire foray in quite
some time, | kstered poltoly for a while 1o
Eric's lascinating adveniures hoping io
Bearn some off rosd bech Bpe.

“Yup, actsally Pee done most ol my
woods ridrg on my road ke with TO psi
in the tires.”

T'm impeessed - for a while. As we
approached 1he firsd G a
rosadd, | pullied slighily ahead of the burch
ard prapared 1o dazzle my lellow heghis
waith & grand daplay of comenng e
Piecal down, bike L cut, | suddenky
what the bon-tamer lodls whan ong of b
Trig cats turns on him and his pistol dossn’t
fire. Whatewer t's calied coeificient of
friction, tracton, or bse, Dur Bledsed
Lachy of Traction had dailed me and | slid
off the trail and inta the surrounding lora
Thie boad wickleg from my elbow was not
rearhy a5 disheariening as the thisthes thar
affiaed themaslves to my nether parts
wpon my sudden réusion with Mother
Earih.

Wi | was deflating my tires to 35 psi
amd muatbering epithets about Bal-laredirs
uncher my breath, my lellow men were
Thelping 1o deflale o egoe by bughing just
a bbike too heartily. Enc Snally casghl up
anad | caughe on that anybady can ride with
50 psi as long as they orly g0 4 mgh,

Ohur path al this poerd was a woods
road consisting of hwo whed rs
siradidling a bed of grass. We took tums
leading the others bach and lorth across
the cenber maosund in search ol drier radeg
surlaces, Small streams crossed our path
and were eady bunm-hopped or ridden
theough with a miremal beeak in the
rhythim. Sir Oliver enperirmerted el alr
iravel ab every bumnp or rise in the irail but
80 far it was preety far and we wene
crusing. As spiritual sdviser, | el it was
e bty 1o iedorm bimn that d God had
maant for us 1o iy, be would haee ghoes us
Unécronan borks earber. The trai is wel
huept by the beaduers of the Sncwmobier's
Tribe who prune the overgrowth and clear
the trewes that blow down durng storms.

We lead a peacelul coecstence wik ihe
pakeits il Fhasa infermal Tan mackines, B
avearys at & dedance when of all possible.

W approached our next land-mask,
the log and esrthen bridge crossing

mﬂﬂm&.adlhh&flnﬂl

chack for trolls and knights whe get

off an collecting iolls and pssting and
sach. Warrings of a bottomless gt on the
leht wide of the bridge surface rippled back
through the string of nders causing us 1o
Fidi further 10 the right &8 each of us
passed. We regrouped on ihe far sde and
purmed cur Ao 16 Gir Net who was
stopped on the brdae and talling bo the
urderbrush over the nght edge of the
span. We deared thed pooe Mel Rusd been
bewiched umtil 1he bushes answered
Back

“Yeah, I'm okay. How do | get back
up?

It seems that Sir Richard the Mumb
wrs thee Lawt ricder in line goeerg cer the
Bricae aned wak 0 Lar B0 the right seciding
Ehe pit that he rode off the opposse side
and inte the brook. Tha surrounding
wndergrowth broke his fall keaving Rim
unscathed save for a fw souwenin
scrafchis. When wae finally hauled him
bk up fo bral level, he swore a tecll had
tripped bimn, causing his fall. We suggested
that i might be tene 1o slop putting every
muskroom he found inta his moub and
quotmg from "Alce in Wonderland.”

Al this intersection, we tusmed night

& distp road with fresh tire trocks.

g recent activiey. The road
climbsed gradually and pasted sevoral
haarver ponds thai appeared fo be bwed in
although we sew none o 1 duses
rimiclntd. Soon therealler we
encountered & gate barreeag the paib.
There were srveral smal, shid-Hor
lbuildimgs in the vard and a newer looking
loxg cabam i the bacloground. Everytbing
appesred 1o be noomal seed, ruling out
ik possdkility of dwasves of glanis. |
disrmounted 1o enter the vand and sshed
th ot wers 10 conver e refrest. Ader all,
gates are usualy put 1 for a reasan. |
remaved my helmet as | crossed the yard
in an aitempd bo book ks bhe Flaah
Gerdon in hyera sharts and cyclo-cross
cheats.

“Hiok thare” | calad otk houss in ray
best Red Neck dialect (Red Neck
Vermonbers wouldn't be caught dead =
hetra anything)

“Cmon in,” ssid & voice rasde the

1 ssundered a8 gngerly as | could up
ot the porch fclick, clack, trip, demn
cheats, chunk, stomp) and pokied my haad
in the docerway. Insede weas & man and
waoman hasd a1 work cementng bricks
inte & chamney in the center of the foor.

“Meosce cobmn,” ssid | in fusre Red

“Ws a labor of love,” sad the man.

W chatted abxut the caten and the
weather and | miroduced mysel aa his
“naybah derar 1l road apiace ~ Finaly, |
asked permission for " an” th' boe fo

erodd b land g0 we meght conlings our
ipaest bor the Bul Monurmena on our
“woods bomichiles.” He aranted permission
pladly and valanteened that we were within
half od & mile of our destiramon.

“TFill i om weintier from the well in that
maghe stamp ower there. The ladel™s on the
trew newt o B Once you st down the
lill, well | dir® rekion we'l see wou back
this wany today.

With that oenen | returned to the hoard

our bikes i . The lelow ai the
caben bud ke FrecnurmaT s
locatiom as a grassy pabch st baeyond

she
{pechabiy O] hud beer, thinking
impure thoughts which thee Gods
umhmhld“nl T
trom s, bn despair, we started down fhe
mext stretch wiich suddenly bocame vy
weirl, smaath, and een. We were lorced
Ao clsmasant, but i mo vl
Thet: alursirnam chaats in (ke bl ol my
[ whiers woailkd

with ihe aid ol my steady death g on the
hraka bears, the tees also braka free

8 the place where BER. CONVERSE
was kied by o badll Ristusronsg from
FAIR Sept. 297859 a0.56

Erected by Mrs. Cosverse & N.Harmmond
of Beston

"Exacthy orsehaandred years ared four
days before my binth." 1 coulds’ higure
out the conmection eithser. Who was M.

bk haer mh1hmd’wh‘kur at least
the rest ol the altermoon. The cryptsc
irmscripiaon had been carved info a alabh of
mar e approximately lour ot
high by tw bt widke by b mches thick,
musch hloe the old grave markers in the
local comsterion, and wis panding enect
sbout ten feed fo the befi of the tral.
womdered i thie was one buried oa b
ran gporting simdsr proportions. This
was & primal moment aeed | K we'd
harve 1 e bebore we started hiltmg
each other over the head with old bones.
Werreant can be o very spocky place,

Skitteriesg further doswnswarnd and to the
merih, wen atterngted 0o rabgoRiane the part
of tha map that | krerw o be & misprint.

“What & B ¢ wsmgie of irall bulding, ™
1 i, bryineg eroy bt 0 conreinge the
crew that | had some chse a8 1o our

eyes bo the tugkory wultures il thes trad

e w1 climils bach up
Suddenly the land flattened and we were
in an open field. & quack chacl ol the map
aned compass ! on

mhmhmmumr-nh--
mame on it and this one was named
Pochenin, Mot oxncthy & town, bul encugh
of a landmark (o get us back on frack. A
urn 6o th right derd us ot toward South
Wardshean slang twisting, imgnoved
ey roads whose washboard surisces
rnathe me remember why | ride on fak tires.
Eric was of the back wilk his saper-hard
shinnies and | was sl above

A% the next infersection, Sir Wilkam,
Eric’s emnployer 22 a bike shop in Albary,
MY, asked mae @ | had seer the video tape
ol the guy riding his rmousiain bilke
theowugh a stream with cedy (ke saddle and
handlebars sbove water. | replied no, but
I've tried it ersell and was sent swienming
afer boinking inba a submerged nock
Mﬁtmdmﬂh'\'-"llhdnm:
an my tes-sped wath thie bars and sadds
fuly ssbmerged.” It was begneing bo look
ke Eric had dong evenything. Tima 1o
fight B.S. with B.5. Om the mext uphill, [
roled up bt Sir Willas and Esic and
cadanlly menticned, "Well, sctually, I've
done most of my woods ridng on a fixed-
gear trach bike ke they rode in the
OHyrrgne s with 1500 gram tubular tires
willated 1o 200 pai §even sode i for thres
s whale fully submerged n waler over
my head without iaking a breath.” Eric
wark sturrgd. 17 hard 5o get the good
hadp cheap,” saxd Sir Wilkasn.

Thix rest of the ride rolled along meare
wviized dird roads, past recely kepd farm
housss sith neatly irimened lwns golfers
hawsaes my dhesabl . We b sapaint-gaan ights
with our water botikes and reflled them ab
roatside sprngs. O i niver tharsty for
king i southern Viermond. We payed our
“grasity dhars” {what glices down rast go
up) on the cirb back up fo Cooper Hill
The last stretch of road from Geose City
1 ik bop chenbe fram 200 beet abonve sea
keved doe 2200 feet in ihe span of ibree
miles. W wire newarded for oo efforts
with & panoramic view of essbern Vermond
and the moustains of western Mew
Harnpiahire-- that cther Mew Ergland sate
that's jost ke Vermont ol updede dowr
Chvar reazere eride chosars thae bsch sicke of the
hill bo homie ard we dove into the beers
cooleg in the Iridge. We cama, we rode,
ol we conguered.
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Peter Nagel

rarnble through the wesds ™ But
kol out 1hi wandow
scudiding across & ket
of wat wind whip
hisase snd vt the dis
wirh rideeg the rollers,
and grinabr, while T
resigned look of empty expects
sdds up ot haer wepeiard of bl
hearted argumniris €
I Codowrado, ik o6
cabon br, (SO moTE W
sindoes 1hee warder-bound
andrr-clad moustaing. Winbar
and leaves babe. Bt kast Jar
and [ decovered an escag
leap mio spring. What we b
Barad Mataonal Park, located
Muxican bonder in s
W dadn't axacthy &
v g altsout ik o
tht iy 1
and of & very long road

Paso, well ver Fre heours of last dr

BlGG: BENDE

e great winter
get-away

.‘Snm birds, retimed folk who &

arnpatwre. Big Be

vy The nearest major city is E

Wl S Y AR SRR Of
namt burvg wndief s '|~:~f be o
Percepaions ol time, sell, and the nature of
AlF difrivy B
wie senses partialy atrophied from fhe
es o modern chihizalx
B Al e e i

Big Bemd s a pelact torec for th niol
ting-out-enough blues, L\h""l‘!”ﬂ ikes

sixteen mikes of Pl rOB0Ss, mies ol
renvid dimt roscs, and & bu

& vl able backe
ol Plad there ase the

supsdl hot springs poc ak
Gira de River l.{--u. P «

IH.-. had np.\:l:-:'d he pae i
disarted a1 that of tha yera
by the time we final 9. arrwed
Girancke WVillage Caengaroe
W .t e aitoumded 1«
tha almos: euery site was occ
. e b

¢amping koop frally fuened up
st anel we seiibed m bor &
alter the sraigh Fhg
dorado. Wi awoke = ik r
RS ERAFT Wl Tl SasrTceaniced by

e

qrate south 1o avosd northern
back raorih &8 summer appro

Eh
We subsequently bearmed 1h

Tharisgiving throagh Easter = the park’s
baasiest seaton. Few visit during the

= T SECE lRmgsTaluTEs are e
appropriate for the interiar of

stam campgrourd wher

My e tha nly pesiple in
the mmmrr.mn ncker ity years of age
Tha akome was rather notracrthy 16 (hese
pevmanen! vacationers who seemed to

daappointed. The hurdred anmd 1w

mibes ol prim chirf roads were ever

i "u:l l'r||’."rl‘ foa, relainaeky
1 b

i
thar beegmninimg, travel
equipped for camping oul, o have
drved angund 16 Bk g

. The easest s 1o ir
campang kg th r

plan. Accordinghy, we'd br

sl takeing i
wac ﬂ!lill'l and once wi &Rtk B

senched, we'd bop on our bikes
and take off into 1he desert

Tty ekl b dolowsed balces
heading off o & mountsn bike nto B
Baerul's b hoousy, The first m 1ok kots
of water, One gallon per pevson per day is
ich i

he estimated time pouT be ridng
|x| ackd soreee axtra. Thiee of the large

tharn prodec
qord e
tire with no means of fixing

kit 10 &
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by dnd e out all day ard sew na
one. Wheart Pend n
i |

har sy potr

Euntain bikes
bogged us dosen s
geaaing, wioibd baew often mads i
tha b, Bt wath & ik & ha
anny cham rieg, we'd sges ngh
sgh. The gearing was sa sgges
ran 1y of the hils. The «
shart eraugh and mol supsy
liwe gravel olten coated 1
We'd shalt indo cur lowesd g .
sacldle b rainEan winghl cn (b rear
whad for traction, and spee our way
The rest ol the time tha P
superh We didn’t Fuwe bk oomgs
-1'-r|' arwst hiva Ll v were Feally g
I g dedt Bl of biadt Baaniby of
i tur'; foe reph. [t was grest. Wie'd be om
B

speciaculsr vistes without o soul &
Three primitive rosds. iraveris tha
F«rl: Thee Hiver Road is the longest, iy
= T PUANITEATE B P
l‘-k-. eloped camparourds with stores, gas
wale?, and Targer s1alions are a1 slher
wndl. The road parallels the R Caande
Rower though it's razely m sight. Seall
primitice Fakirg camps are scaltoned akong
o weary at ik ered of sade rosds. To ges
v an ke ol the Rind of raclesg thss
roads prownde, the River Road can sasly
b raddde a day by @ s perenced
conditicrad riders. In fact, rickeg b
b i a iy B oa reasonable
wry dlriorg rickers. But
wou're primandy i

=

and enpmy
ey Bor 1B ruce, r~. nges the
r since there is g0 mrasch o explone
5 vy Eakp akang a ivaler b K
wour water, food, and g
% vt e rod itk
it akrared us dowm, eipecially
ket the freedom it sllowsed us we
winth that elfose, Wh'd trede

et oot retewsal. Pl
af ven grealer hemn, especually
thie meem, wiere ihe mountain bices on the
el o emr WA
Adter a beisy

s CaPE B4

pealling o so neither of us gof oo
Escirnd

Wieaer | s 1hee rader s 1
Meoos, mry bike would
beriwrand, I come ol ¢
sprie doray thee poad
afrd 1ufnd, hamrsmaring
1o ety down the olFey ele The '
el by bay bapwaradh ey A
hfes d Ul fnally alersr dhorary a1
arcuand then speing back it
I'd el bl s b s
Shiraing ue

oixr bleached sl

awvasy. From car homse in he foc
Posilder b0 Big Band 18 soms B0 mies ¢
flat, boring drving

The park’s taw e degree L
& aboul 1he sarme s DnAoss Bas
Finrida and Hermosilo, Mexico. That
means balmy winsers, Diaytima
IR Al ranigig Brom siafy ¥
degrees are roarnal though ihe rare cold
srap can drive temperatures below
feeezing, [r's also nol unussal for snow i
fall on the sumeis al ihe Chans ¢ sy ath & CoTrespx
Moustars in the heart of the Park. Nights wrd of the marcury. Mos

I:rl._r'-.n--u- a1 pech A

af the largest, d
ie Mahonal Parks i ol
v s abeo oo of the most &

il grieied by
wiplin erEran
with our bikes. We ended up lower
e seati BOT CUFK Snadsinds
whing them wobbling dowr ihe road

¥ Irvariabily ihy returned glowing, ready ro
( taki the bk hame

1261 ol Bt
into the dese

1 waay narw

b hcsrvd e o el 1

are cold but 1heim cold & o relalhae 1er sipasre males is dos a B ~ 4 ®
The me Fit 1hirty four degreis o sy armed w . slirring wil erupt belfore you. Colors you We'd come to Big Bend becauss o wrasmg
That was fine by us ically scaltered abou! 3o no plang weoer dreamed existed pes irs arsout super hachoouning biking n The Oid Ove Faosd s
Since we were equipped Wath e 5 #o L0 amoiber's waser sbsorbeig AT YOUT '|I'-J park. Wi'd heard of mies and 'vltih of We— ;
seping bags and ik cold made far aren. The spaces betwaen plants are & ne anseen will slmost o e Poas, WA IemeET alares, ancd

| whare ary intrader & wstantly scene bidond vou will be unchanged from desart vews. We weren

i ik sun

comiortable sheeping. B

- Ll




% the lack of regula
i ik Trals in Bis
i but i Moo, you

h growing as
sun had
oases a high
Wash o a

ke al sirme Mxicans on

ol d New Products Review

ey Blered rsn'l easy
Frrv ey worr 1

BRITE LITE BICYCLE LBGHT

Manufacrured by fhe Po
gy, 1he Bnce Lite

g Syilems because of @ high
rmance and emdur

af the eermpany
The system ulikzes a Haloge
'Gell Ce

By
lighvi, Puraicd thghat, barlbery, cormar
carryin

ol [1'e alie
e DU ES

whit Haws
b Beghit 1w

for the siamdand syes
Far more infonma cordng X
perience, PO Box 13867 Soquel
CAS5073

by ploreers
The

Fhywheel Tramer repress
ack

BLACKRURN APX TRAINER N\
4

OV Canventasnal wind |
orporabes an inerbal T
sothes out ihe dead spots ;
w o the pedal stroke

3 1o Blackumn is & mane L]
Eraineng experieace a8 higher ov
loadi. They alio say o s subss
.
ion i thetr distingtive
naitacaark siable

¢ ke
warkouts

ble from Blackburn ‘ ‘

n T —

fibm of pra
i not ody, it wor
won't altrsct dirt
harmlul abrashes
bicycle dwirbutors

hal Belaised 0
chaing and

any other
alalde ikreugh
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Pl . NEOPRENE BOOTIES

Pl I, i now importing from Eusogs
what they clins is & unigus e bootie
dengried for cold and wet weatkes rakng
Thie beatie  made ot of 3 Smem mylos 1|
Fwnpeene upper wilk & mokded lales sole
Pt c ok b0 the manudacturer, this oflers
protection from the raan and cold withowt
sesipceedg the rider’s ankls. The boobe
has o Lates sk wath an adesiable clest
tioke b insane & proper it witk most shoes
Thivy clasn ol 5 duratds encugh b0 sles
the rider o walk freeky wil sl sy
b 0 Ehee sode

For mon inlormalion, pesss coniso
Pyl . PO BOX 71068 Seatths, WA
A7, (206} TEI-4468

STERLING TRAINER 1000

The: Seenling traines is lightwsght and
portable and compatible with virtually ol
Hicyele framas, accordesy o Lawes, Inc
The tront tork has & secure quick-releass
mecharmm lue wasy instalaton and
removal. A spaing loaded Botbom brackel
eracle leatuees a unique (accoeding to
Lassee]) sofid top-piece constructed of
esadciad pedon thal protects the bike's
frame. The begs ame exirn wide and close
o ik grownd for madmum stability
Lawwe clacns tha! two lans proveds the
opiimun resisiance for @ffecing Irainmg

g

SUNMETAL PRODUCTS

Sun Metal's American-made Mistral
and Levanber nm bres now include 25mm
maodiels fer 1.75 and 2. 125inch riees
Tra%"ri hesigned for mourtan bikes, city
bikes, BMIX's, ete, and come in 20uinch,
Hanch, and Do-inch sizes. Thay have hard
anicized finish, spoke sl for added
strengih, 35 spoke hole patiern, and

t .‘;c:u.uhr walwe holes

Sun Maral has alio introduced a new
‘ock chp that theey claim reduces the kigh
siress shpnadge that c2n be encoundersd n
mantain brking. Six clips, featuring fous
specially tapered grippers pards, fit on
each rim ared are held in place by sther
B0 oo 106 spoi ruppbes. Tha tres are
secaned by ke evirdy kpaced clips.
Accondmg o Sun Meial, thsy eliminate

any shpmage that can cause valve sham
damage durrg acceleeation and braking
with low pressame tires.

MOUNTAIN BIKING WEFKEND

contiesd from page 13

a couple of other people, You v ww
e Talked va him? Drew booked Bie &
laid, imtrigraed and totally hebruing

“Wes we s bum!™ [ Bharted out,
mlerrupting somw lilase commend of
Scette. “Jesus! He was so reall Both of us
sarw Fem! Sl talked fa him: he gnored
e, Al 1B parrot. "

My woice trailed olf as | vividly relved
thae eéncourter, My head was spinning, |
idn't ko here much more of thes rest

‘ ﬁ;ﬂd relaxation | could rake
The rain bagan 1o fall asel | sed i s

an excusd B g hide from the woald in nwy
teeil, We'd seen headlights Bouncing our
way in the distance ard sssumed they
were Drew's rend's. The day bud raised
questions | was sure m hme | could

arswer. Tha patter on my rainfly
mamentanly drownsed oul my Ihoughss as
Dundressed and elimbed mio my sheeping
by - after checking foe raltiesnakes, of
COUTEE

Snasg in iy bag, [ thoughi about how
1 chissart is alwiys a place of deception,
mocking all that kumans send to hold doar
stabekny, prediciabibey, chalization
Ertrance eve the unkraen and urcharted
ia & tantalidng propositon 1o those
sextoers of adventune @il lelt on the plane
whioss spirnts are not vet dampstred by
wrars ol bioe collar dredgery or office
waork. | was deging off, aware of the
prasibilty of morning flach loods vet | fek
strangely peacelul, Honored. To be o past
Scanwchow weerything 'd thoughe so

important dhdn't seem quite &0 important
AMTY TP,

I peevked out the teni Sap cne bist e
when | beasd the sound of & truck coming
up tre rowad, Scoll was walling off into the
bushees while Direw huddled ouer the dang
et A slray qust of wind Mared e
errdaers indi Gy ilasnes, casting Bk of
ligh on Dreew. Tha Mames reflected off of
samwrthing brght on his chast. | watcked
maate fascrnation. Hi was staring into the
diarance and | swear, b had a blsck patch
and only one arm. Sormething Boe & dasl
shadew M off his shoulder, Oddhy
avssugh, [ wasn't at all scared. bn faci, [ el
encepiorally puscehs

The Bames died down just as be turmed
and looked straight o my eyes. The eyes
wine Drea's

ey



The National Championships 1985

Santa Barbara, California
' by Casey Kunselman

The Crested Butte Stage Hace ended s climbing and tast, sm
played TV iheres sorgs =

Mabonal Champion. Al 1k
7 et 1Rt the cormipetitionn we

My pre-race iraming comg o
ey Woldirness Trad Bike venabi ey

seven dans
iy e

whare the chermpion’s
1o ke 1585

that pedalbeeg s i
! el mete for e

d bt
. ( Row and | gatkered with cos

wid crechked up fo
g abis gave s & break

siratigy fos the pro
Lapes ot 1By 4
i firaals, Theme were kes 1
1 axpTt TiceTs s we'd only
starting ke posssians dor 1hs

Dranrg the prodogus
a last starn no b auw
pack dust slarms fhen se
e rhsihm. A "
second row T iomorrow’s s
suil me fme. The cournse woune
deourihdl chicane, poross

i
River that | dec
Pt | sl

cloverkeal pariern thng
ills and valiys. A r
criek bed took u

deably steep hill gaswd o

a this ap of the b

e start feash ana

sried my lines duning the race
# ¢ Lol

hour of rding per day
e optimint shout o

within the week. A top e firnr
challanging goal

From Mosh, we drove straigh
base of Mi. [hablo in noaihern
| grew wp riching on thess hlls
o, sithough road lageed, | esgerhy began

IRy WHER

sh seermed a

e g Lo, WS
wigh Thursdey a8 & medium
nding on seldom ridden rails
knowm rouses in the reverse

dmectaan Irom rormal | concenirabed on Totrteen hassrs. & BESBOn's &

F ROTH




Aaron Cox helps ot teammate Todd Sweitzer

knoawledige about mnched tubes, devailled
chans, and body fuel peguinimesents would
b put 1o 1he Wnmate besi: 3 one-ciy, all
oui ride i determing wh (B bt
meuniain races are

Al o relaxeel breakizss, my
teammates and | rolled out 1o the race
commrae and began our warmups. Soon it
was time. The racers were calked 1o the
bear, Thia was the strongsss feld ever 1o
i up or the Namonais. Team Ritchey:
Max Jones and Mark Frem, Team
Speciabzed: Mike Jordon, Gavin Chalcott,
Dhavad Myers and Dave Ml aughlin,
Team Frsher: George Theohald, Jim
Dreaton, and Didending Champon - Joe
Marray. Team Foss: Jom Lodmis, Aancn
Coax, Joa Shoug, Todd Sweitzer, and
Cimdy Whitebwad. Teamn Sehwnmm: Ned
Dueriredd, Jell Morman, Kye Sharp, arsd
Many Lee Atlirn,  Tears Wikderress Tral
ks (WTE): Foy Risvers, Todd
DeArgelis, Joey Peterson, myself, and
Woman's Chargnon Jacqui Pralan. The
anlky top riders Faaing were Colorado
mders Steve and Don Cook whose:
spurmars (Rilchey and Hoss respectnak)
hadn't Biowm them o, Eithar berother is a
ptenlial winner in any race and their non-
presence was wkimately folt by both
LA

BAMNG! The pack was frst send back
wp {ke final downhill be a horse-shess turn
and then came fhaeg back down across.
the start/finish fme. When b dust seithed
aer ha¥ s lap, | weas inche top ben, magdss

féh or sixth. Ahead were Joey Peterson
IWTB), Roy Rivers (WTB), Ned Ovenend
Schwenn) and George Theobald (Fisher)
Cask primis wete awarded on atemating
laps a=d seasondong holeshot man Josy P
wanted the first cew. Med was hof on b
b bub Joey won the primas by a lew
lergths. Unlorrunately for the race™s
potential drama, Med stwed on Roy's
whinel and didn’l see a large rock (lrough
the dust cloud. The mnpact pusctured
Med's tre ared sens him fhang over b
bars. Mad was removed a8 a serious threat
o first place but not out of the face, nod
waith s oot it dreve and obdty
Joy was a5l in 1k lead bt tiing from
his sprsn waih MNed He wod socn passed
by his teammate Hoy fvers with Geargs
Thaecbald in close parsuit, | passed Joey
and sudderly realized | was in third place.
Knioswierg the ofher strong rdirs would
woe bt braakors free from the dust pack
forced me to keep up a haed pace. Joe
Migrray (Fishe) came by witkin ball a lap,
ahout two geas above my pace. | looked
doswn 1o checs my brake shoss with the
dfirms B 1kt it wiasn't just him. [ held
lodarihs position for a complite lap, and
thien Gavin Chilooti {Specialized) cams by
| slpped onto kis whed and waited for a
mhmstake. BNone came. [ arpthing, he
seemed 1o gt stronger. In fact, Gavin
rode the entire way up The Wall, pullng
aut & streng lad over me in the process.
That | knew al, na ane ese bad nidden
The Wall, | chased and caught him halfway
disam the downbill, then rested We played

JEFF ROTH

for the nex) lap.

But an our rext go at the wall,
Ererally spun sway lrom me, strebching e
15 & one-minube kesd

Roimy s atdl enjofing frst podition M
the front of the pack. George Theobald
challirsged him once bl wnsusdeiitully
while Joe seermed content 1o sil in fhe
ehird posstion, wailing for the right
moment 1a satablich braelf

Mearshde, deslopmants were taking
place behind us. Aaron Cox (Ross) ancd
Maxe Jordan (Speciabzed) dropped out
Max Jonies (Feschey) derailed and then
tusistid s Chain beond service. Med
Crxerend had foopd bos Mlat and was mouving
uge laat. | compheted ey sictl lap pest a8
Jacque Phickan (WTE) was complating her
Stk and feal lap for her thind conssdutras
Mational Champesnshp, Several minates
bedunil Jacgue cane Mary Lee Mbuna
(Schusirn) and still farher back Cindy
Whinehead (Ross)

Through trail side reports, | leamed
that bath Jobm Laamis (Ross) and Bye
Sharp (Schwinm) were raning up whis
ahead o me Gearge was. lading serioushy.
1 wars not fime for theme songs el
Wilderness Trad Bikes pariner Mark Slate
handed up my special mixture al the
wabis hasd-up siatkor | drank half. bega
1o go faster. Oy three lags remamed and
| ws feehing fresh

Reparts ket coerreg b Med was
revicring behind me. George was burnt
toast ahesd of e, And Joe Murray had

1 taken thi besd from Hen! oo

arre irvenhapd with my r
terrain. | threw dows my
systisn, My bike became my
eighth and ninth kaps were
factesd loe ik civ, | spotted ©
aharad on the doswnhill when |
tenth lap, He saw me
tha Boaram o the long sk Pl aemed
tried 1o sprink saay but had notheng ked. |
passed harm easdy, Renewed with power, |
st iy sighis on Gavin and therel place but
ot veais 000 laie. | crested The Wall jor the
il by el final tirmee aned locboed demars o
sew Med paseing Geerge be :
reagy o 1bei il dorambball, | weai
erossang ihe bne for third

I was all ever for e excent o
tea thwe v line. | weas stll dos
foaarth place and decided | rae
higher goals for mysell. Med ¢
increchible comeback 1o feash
tha Eal tire. Goorge Theobald w
nippeed By John Looerss ai the brss b v
on or sinth, Tedd Defngeles held off a
persisteni Hye Sharp for eighth wieh Josy
Peferson folormg Ky 1o round aut the
1y

The Mationals weee nashaed wad nest
vinar. Onicer o b had retained his
ey but not wi g een pusted
1 Aoy Rivers fos ¢ f the race. [f Max

cleser, But |hm s
just stremgih i's sur
maching unches all oo
sl the champion

JEFF ROTH
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i § -
& Chabot Fark

The topographu: map on sale al the
wisitos’s center had dotbed ines all over
the place.

“Bo, ol these trails on the map, they're
apen los Bacpckes™ | ashoed ihe ranger.

“Well, uh, mat really, You'd hawe 1o B
r bike ouer branches and such.”

" wall | Bk thal. What | mean s, i
thwere any rule prohibiiing boycles™

“Toct that | o of,” ahe seplied.

That 50 cent map was this ansiet
piare g Do ever mnade. T was an
increcibly ekt 16 sdharriuse

Thius kstsgan caar maosantain biking
explosation ol the 51,000 acre Humboldr
Redwoods State Park in nosthern
Caldorma Our first discovery was a
periecily groomeed irall system. Branches
i tha way? Hack, there weren't even
racks. Fallen keaves and needles padded
ihs paths and covered the mad snd
eranched susnithy andir oo knobbsy t2es
Evidence of our passage was shghs

The trafls evien have log handrals on
huge redwosd lag bridges ouver i
strpama, That may sound boo develo
and boo gaiy hor baloira but for bacpchats,
those beidges peesent an inferesting
chalie Ewer trazd i rude beiveeen
Fuarsdradls over a b fool wide o willous

e

a food sfomp or waver of the handlébani

Perlect trals 0 not squal an absence
of challenge. With aver J000 vertical best
berween the South Fork of the Eel River
ard the top of Grasshopper Peak, our
rmusches foand plenty 1o grund ouer. Stedn,
ahrup! wastehbacks migerupt long, smooth
flats, necessdating sommae wary tricky
BT P

These three Fundred and iy oo hegh
cowsial redwoods are tomples ol both
wasthy and athireal debght. The trees
thwive on log and create & mcrochmate of
cool, high hsmiday. The sun's ravs Stering
dosn throush the canopy of soll graem
ghsten with what seerrs to be drzzle, yet
the precigieation cannoe be (e on o
b

Mol ol the mles of singhe tiack iralls
in Ehe park follow the rivimi, Staang pid
abowe the fiood level where stand the
bigges! rechevach. The cyeling i nist
sirenucus ercugh io strmalsie, The grades
just mroderate enoush 1o iillate.

The uplands produce smaller
rdwncds b add Douglas e, Collfceras
laurel, madrome, snd several species of
oak 1o the forest mix. Travels to ihe
tighar coantny are bt accomplished a a
network of fire roads in ibe woper Bul

GNLURPS

niee Encompassed by
wi. Theti rounels, g 1hee
tracks closed to motor
i o Eeboas and pronads a
tremendous variety of bachcountny kops
T rosed wip 1o Geasshapper Peak
cormects nbo two snghe racks oy
whizzing descents back to the rver
Oiree good hali-day loop stasts with a
four-mile climb fowards Grasshopper's
summa thim on to 1 S sngletrack
That trad in turm traverses the meantain
o 1o the Johnson Tred Camg, & group
of log canins buill by Tie Hacks™ rabing
raroad tes between the 500s and ihe
508 s cabing are now Feallable 0o
campers. They're chean, comfy, and kevely

Creeh anea, a
the park bourds

Thee trail down from (e caking, narnos
and sightly overgrown wath brush, doesnt
ipabe meet 1B o whous slarclasch of the
riversade roates bul there's still none of
those obstacles the rarger wamned of. A
bedt furm at the botbom yields a final
rrades of gorous lemple-mppng 1o ch
tha ko,

The cimb i the 1op of the
Ciramsboprper Poak is twice as bong and
swice & high Bui hesides the view from
shee summit fire ook, i presents an

mmile singhe track descent down a
rent sids of the mountan An
excelent loop over This foute starts with a
ng ride up the Bl Creek flars thim
mib 1o a0 overnight res? &t tha
. rosshopper Trad Camp near the sop
secand day stars with th
, theem 2 bomg et s

wnplite the loop
s od the rrad retwork are al the paved
thwiws, a car shutile s ancther opbon
Car campeng i ke park is lusourious
Sites corne complete weh food locker
, bable, waler, tnd hot showers
that for only 36! Anotber
san is the “hike and bike”
ks primite types only
Just seruth of the park is the Kraghts
Inry restaurani i ihe haenbet of Myers Flai
hiey serv & goand array o your regula
# fare, conked superbly; with good
egis and several s of
15t & humdred miles &
paSonorma country, Reasonable
Cis, 100
The best seasce lor vi
Tedwonds State Park has
st M Labor Day. The crowe
vaquioes have lirgel, dssppeaced by
thaem, thee Ericls ame dey, aned lenperatures
¥ R0 ot Thee worst time is wistor
INSOON Srason, unkess wou hie i during a
parind. I pous o, then winfer can be
bess of all times. Abscdutely no
onidts, wonderbul fermgeralures, and
ey mding. Sesineg can be muddy bur
ricusly ol walh abundan
sikiflowers
MNoeth of Humboldi Park 2oe several
are redwond preseres, but lew offer the
extensse backeountny of Humboll, Just
the coast, s ke King Range
mservation Aros managed by the LS
bargaw o Lardd Managereas, Tha
oastal wilkdeness has been
dind ol s sacred 2000-year -old
wonds but it does have bew people and
s ridieng on raacks and tradls
T much of nombeer Calfornia is
s by ihe g timbser companioes.
o lends are laced everyahere wilh ex
*zzing roads sulrah ¢ Buboen and wou
often drter if vou gel pereraiian from
wal company etfice. Trespossers
are. A simaas hazard to walch ot far
& regom, whethe? o re on pubhc or
land, are parancisc pob-geouss
aggFEEnely covet Thes pisvacy,
and crop. This i  threat
atad
The recrestion po!
e rogen b

reibees aroursd roadsade al
corviry tha Backoouming

- oipee] ous dostirs
pimching more dolars there, the locals

ght find mere ways to make 5 kdng

har thas chopperg down some of Earil's
ol magralicent 1rees

QUOTES FROM THE MOUNTAIN

FISHER MOUNTAINBIKES
“The bike that Joe Murray won

the NORBA Championship on is

the bike he rides to

work every day.”
Gary Fisher

Joe races an

Sunday and
on Monday
he's in the shop
wking, azsem-
bhing bikes. Hell take
ane out for a ride,
fire ture it and
trouble shoot
Sy ary

unfore-
SO
problems

‘I"IEEEB
SHounTAINBIKES
We're never
tar from
the mountain.

Please send $2.00 to us for our new catalog
PO, Box 405, Fairfax, CA 94930,
G15/459/2247
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Keeping Your Feet
on the Pedals

Apperac b 80 cypcheeg in tha dirt are
warid, sometimes extremaly, bl no
malter what the style, ol werrding
importance is remaining of the bike This
is pecosnplahed by gripping the
handiebars and kavpineg o butt and'of
o of 1wo feet in the approgs

A bicyche i beal controlied b
posiiee, and often sublle move
rder's analosy. The e s
comact pomts batwasen bake and
1bw msare Thad the control. This
bricky wher the Beychs seems
e e ground, B vk
beommireg. Whike your hands s i
grip the s and ordy gt polted olf whan
g caaghl unasares, yous bt nely or
gavity 10 keep them on the pedals. The
same bouncing that is
hike's fowing moweTrend can also
your feel from their position. This is the
Tu~clarrwerilal reason | believe toe chips and
siraps are essensul for mouriam biking
Bansrally, they are abso usehd for pedaiing
effiency

Mot mnunsain beking squ
wvohats lor sobd reasons. Up unl
frow vears sgo, wirteally o one used foe
chpa. 1 didn'e. The dea of strappeg iy
feed bo U peclals quite frankly scared me
Swdtching over was & sk trasmiton bul
st | woukdn't be without them

When [ Brst installed cligss, | uwsed a

sysbern desigred for quick, easy remoyal
I'd e Ehi straps for 2y trcky ral
worke Just the thoughe of ke I'd get ey
fee? 1o 1k ground f need be could cause
ma to blow & eectian, [t waset long,
bevsrer, batlicee the quick and sady
Eyslem wad just 160 much trouble. My
coefidence and proficiency had Sproved
0 & poirt whard | was leamning the
usifulness of cantralling ke kebue wath, myy
tpet. The lugs on the soles af my Boats
were Ao worn 6 & mone manageable
e, tncibeating eniny and exil

thirisd b0

44

A positioning of tos chps
1. Tha chip should be
beall of yar K

ermindd b b

rtable food placens y
v 1o i buried
sorur Toot will be correctly
fichency and

slance may be casted by serrated
agics and deep lug shoes. Th
e iy the boat

fluid motion, A padal sath cip
an anghe thal Fequines rotatng #
s for inserton The podal cage
ated uniil the pladorm is on of
@ plane &8 the sobk of your
iy abd 10 Shis e i the

s Sorm through years of
s ot foe a purchase
the backside of the pedal 20 you
ik pedal. Aler rotatenT
, 1k cusvaed top portion of the
s in reducing the mepelkng
wtics o the pedal cage edge.

1 also fatbric st your cam pedal
Eippar o of an old iox chip. To do this
take the bolt-on portice of a loe chp and
el approxmately I plus from (ke 50
degres bered. Round the sharp edges with

of Tl o a sooth radiug, Thes
5 g willy 1 Tucldle
section paral o prclal Cavge
o 1kl we've got wou mibo vour Boe
clips, you noed 16 learn hems 80 get oul
Carvgily prdll your foot backwards with a
wigghe if necessary. Aker you've been
dicerue 't . e Linvees, you'l bee able 1o
disergags wour foot m milliseconds. More
than once, lve svoided an emersns, o
mpineg ower the
il vy Dt
car be an asset or kabdey a
high speed. Thay keep you an the beke
but can slso keep the b =der pou
Thiry 1l haldp wors slay abiached to the bike
bt il you'ne il o pour whids amemore,
rhat ey ot be desirable. | have bin
redisced b a stasdstll [read “crashed’)
from speed by an untarienate mastake 1o
discover [ still In oo or both of my
clips. Thiss has net conssied mor asry u
discomicat but | try to avoid it u#t
sarme. Mosthy | put sy clips and straps to
good use by using them 1o drve tha e,
Straps shoukd be mmimal sine
lor effecineness. Bucikles should
pasitioned high om your oot 1o prevent
damage from passing rocks Tha
plicement is such that no bones ané
irritated by the kardress of the metal
buckk The buckle should mot shilt. I the
stiag ahdes i the pedal, secure it by
twisting one prvalation Bstween pecal
spechers of use an end batbon or tape. The

2 by 5

wil aledie on the strap either
Toe chips corme i plasse, alloy, o #ee
Since darakility is [oremst =
vy b out. Stewl chps are ety
wak, badt wepping on them is
fairky easy. This can resalt in a reduced

target for your ios bo engage, Causng
b0 beeried gharres boscl 1o their orspnad &b
Stael s stiffress 5 2 desimable attribuie It
prosides ressstanc when rudiges the

S CATTIET LD CTIGE

than athers. The ordy plus b is fhey

dan't flanen when sepped on. Soe
qisaranteed unbeeakable. There are
advocales ol both sbeel snd plastic |
laslic on mountar &
shed rveied] plasti ¢
[nisss while retaining fhew reiabd
® huzagh abmoad all pedads coan e
i clips, Sps, and straps, sosr
BT ed 1han othess. M
il mecrar, s s tha S
modeled alter their Superh
Tres adapted road desbgn & well sured to
the mouniieeg of toe clips. Oval
prcdals are inbended for i witks .
chgps, alihough thay
wodth of wn oesal cage ko
antialy farthsr fomw
tanqulsr pedals, fhy
p4. The shorter cl
width of the cage keat

Farther from ke rear of the cage malking
eyl redadion for masenion easier. The

samne end many be ackieved warh standanl

pedals by fitting a spacer with &

er chip. Thes prosides o deep enouh

toe o wath th ball of wour Ipog ower the

spinale while locabeg (b wlrap position

pedal axke and rear of cage
Gttineg in ard

rupied & livtle beweling with a knife 1o ad

v. Exem bether are cychng sboes,
particy Eﬂ'h' midels such a8 the Rival
Cyelo-Cross. s scle is dessgred 10 grip
that peedial wet comes out readihy,
particularky weah a kit of & bwisting scton
Mounsam biking shoes such a5 the Nike
Dhsoowmy are e disier 6o insert amnd
remds with s reverse lug diign, Dince
ok e used Bo ik idea and
profioent al lipg the pedal up and
slidreg youar Soot in, my guess i you won'l
want to be i
sort of fes Bip.

hm:.'\e-'uhvhalnw

lips. siraps, 2nd some

@
ountain Bike Magazine

T-shirts.

These are 100% colton Bealy
tees guaronteed to cateh an
eye. Available in jode, nawy,
roval, black. wild bemy, dark
garey, white and sikver with hot
pink ink. Avallable in kids sizes
too. $9.50 includes postage.
Flease send nome, oddiess
and size with a check fo
Meuntain Bike Magazing, Box
789, Crested Butte, CO 81224




The poweriul naw EDDENBiopace
ripls crank.

This triple is a first.

M 1t snigun Biopace shape ends
«  wasled moton

More gain, fd sl

hallclimdinig

ketrir o apprec

the creates!
Led roe stast

al thip bast recTeat
ever mads t g

bsharg shares
enthusasen whls
roused e s | doof T

Fou mory et e gt
and the peaiss

probably a bit b

fiIr & qrest madg
ki ey i

arad seee Cod
Trael I AT T,
work.

mes McAllsier
Mew York

Edator,

Baémg cne of & &

& bcyrle rrade
tich by Kimbse
Sep insuet @r
Traabes

| have owwed & Burks

an Equircs, My il
mararky a Ehoaand

Foa
Bty ae
wich | gqui
atach i@ ths

vy tima -
sirength ho
prevend il b

hat -nsun (5 ©
v Tt caret loose les
es. When
J notied

v vigred, [ sold the

E qu il

The dra

Thauhks fue
smply fa
o 1Fwe bast 1

Tepsort
wrhio ki
wha

2 thear sport

abidy Bartter than the accursed
d ATV s which bel

Howeer, there
wachire - nol cven bacyles

thousands of det r
rald, b

at & kny price bo asd in o
actions?

Jahn Dl

ermiss; | oppose the
1 Bakes wiil OR

They can help pao

Dar Hank

v that respect mone
I And also, leep up the good work

ared thee Ueetieed States Farest Service. In

Service possti
Afas

In thee Avsquesi-Se
FAAQATEF, (iU PR A §300y writhen by
Dhawson abot riding the Midwiry Tr
Pitkin Cowsiy. Most of
P e
Becawse of the Forest Service rule

m concemned with thie Fe
o g i Wilderness

-

eenloer issase af yows

L

e that Low
an is in the Wildermess Area




that state of Colorada 1has uwe can awod
ridking in the sensitive Wilderness Areas
Ewen though Aspen is surrcunded by the
Wilderness area, we have establiskad
heartnads of miles of patential mouniam
b tarram. Tha Lest ching we noed 1o do
is to create & schsm between the Federal
Gowernmen and our small et growing
o ol biking enthusissts

By condoning riding in Wilderness
Areas i your magazing, (8 geees am air of
retelhon against whal we perceiee a5
undair frestmend 1o our segment of back
country weers. We wank 1o iy and
coaperate with the Fosest Service, not
openly flaus ther regulatioes. Weh
cooperaton, we may be able 16 recea
spacisl corsasderation in specific areas

For example, the Aspen Velo Club s
warking on a mouniain ke tral netsork
that will link Aspen 1o Reudi Reservor and
durtbare om in Vall. The proposed trai
cromses through the Wilderneas Area n
on btk neck of lamd, aboul e miles
acroas, We have ashond the local Forest
Sgmvice office for b apiacial & soept o for
this anea. Whien & bumch of yahoos cameen
of avto aneas 1hat ane specilically closed
ard the Forest Service discowers them, it
rnadoss our job even morne dificult when
aakieg fior ememptionms

| had a consersation with & kacal ridher
Lsaz yerar whi had just completed &
maoustar bdor nide. Obwiously it had been
quite a trip due 3o the packs and mass of
rrisd [ e caTTVing.

“Where dad you go07" | asked

Ha rephed. "Cornendnam Hot Springs
and Colfer Pot Pass.”

“That's in ke Wilderness area, you
o

"5 what? Theyll never find me up
there ard [ could abeays ride awasy from

theren of theeyy traed 10 stop me. s mye right
tio b abde 10 vicke e that asea”

That sort of exemplifes the attitude
pecple are fostarmg in this area OF
course, this is the same perscn that will sh

posvder chuates in The back couniry during

i 1Rt we maed 10 work o
the miding mone avadalis
bikers. W ver can stick
thad are not 56 sensitwe, we'l pre
kot erenre peace and perhaps be abie 1o gt
permissien log niding in those areas we feel
thai the moamiain bike wrpect can b
rEmmiEnd.

Wi ok borward 1o th sscoss o
you magazine. [t typifies that partsculs
joy we all el when we're sall-propeling in
the back couriry. The thowgha of crosteg
that last rdoe before descending o fown
is & dislant menmary i we prepace (b old
el dor the winber monthe Bt wast!! len's
carporlands sl warm this time of year?
Maybe its lime 50 go and hang aut in the
batteen of a warm qulch for a while
Kewp up the goad writ=r!

Jokn Wilkmasn
President-Aspen Velo Club
Agpar, OO

Jahin,

Firsa, at ik time when Lou and
gk rische tha Mahway Pass tral, there
o resdre fums abonil bk o the
euns. Secondy, we were mol
comdborang rabing in Wilderiess A,
That the area he rode through was i &
Wilderness Area wass'| doen i oned
Ard s far as cooperabes with the Farest
SuAcd i concerrand, 1hat soumds all wel
and good bud the Lt ol the maiter & that

maantaim bikers are not welcomed by
ibsarn. [t woeadd b Fac e il moantain bikers
caulkd st down with the Forest Senace and
wark o4 comaraemeses bl &o far, that's
bwen Bk butting heads with o wal

A lar a8 tha pewon you rmeen o] (.
whio rosde heowgh the Widerress Area,
Py, o T Fight. Actions such as thoss do
rothg to help our cause. But | can abo
selate to his for har) frustrations
Mountain bk seeen 1o have toowalk on
g shele, causing st tha slighiest npole
ol et wasy. Bt then | kike through the
Wilderness ane run across horse packers’
camps where garbage i leying about amd
fires are &l smeubdenng and yet nothing
= eveer zakd by the Foresd Sivace abou
thir problems horse packers cause, Mo
mnaiter what Ehey i, 50 marier o gross
thisir acteoms wheiber by o bew o the
magity, hoses riders will Pever be
banned by the Fores! Serdca

Frry afrakd that | personaly, and nod o
a represenlaive of this Fagars
ayrrpat e wath those who say il
with the Farest Serdce and nde into
Wikderress A
such actions f
our cause by A
with 1he black hal
ers. geiting excited 10 cooperate
with 1k Forest Servce isn't casy, [t lahes
b b conpeomiar amd o Lar, | doun'l see
mis: b willingness bo do S0 o the part of
GERATRINEN] BEnTwes 2] vareus
emdronmental groups, specificaly the
Swerra Chub

Bt o sl wathy your effonts on the
Aspen to Vail trall Tha! wodd be & geeal
ik rice and deseres bo be made an
excepiion,
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