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NICOL

SCOT

Amorg the apgle trees im the fromt

i i Prrals
perisals,  Mical

Scot: This Is the current evolut
here

[D: Let's sew: is there anything
familiar on this bike?

Scot: If you look at this bike i looks
really weird., You notice it kas a 247
rear wheed? The 24 rear wheel does
several things. It allows you to use
very shorl chainstays: the chainstays
o this bike are just o beers irvches.
A couple of other advantages are
sronger and lighter wheels, Also, I
you're coming off somethirg really big.
1 has tven inches bess diameter that you
can wse to get your weight lower and
farther back, s you'ne not going fo go

over a8 much. A 24" rear wheel, for
reasons | haven't been able to figure
out logically, gets superior traction 1o a
28"

DM Maybe it's because of the
shorter chainslays.

Scot: Partly, but you take a 24” bike
with seventeen imch chain stay and a
26"  bike with seventeen inch
chainstays, same length, {and) the 24
bike iz goirg to get better traction on
Ekve clisnbs. It enast have (o do with the
the welghting, the point of traction,
Aryway, this bike does have excellem
tration

D: It does have a different leel. 1
rode this bike in Reno at the NORBA
(trials) demanstration area, and of all
the bikis it was ore | was least comifor
table with. [ didn't n the rear
wheel, These bikes obviowsly take

B EEthing used bo,

Scot: Yeah, they are definitely dif
bevent. | started out with my wile's
bike, a small bobtail bike with 2 247
rear whoed, and that bike worked really
good except that the boitom brac
was only 12°, a linke bow, and ¢
wheelbase was a little long. Then
enade my lirst trials bike, which was
26-26, but it was steeper and the bot-
tom bracket was higher, all the things
that you recessarily do for trials. That
a4 year s, | rode that for a while,
then | realized it didn't gel s gousd trac-

8 Fat Tiro Flyer

1, Mical skam
dunks hes trimk

o sl sl dn

@ sharter chainstays, If you look at a
revile trials bike vou'll nogice that
the foot pegs are really far back, and |
| b simvulate soene of B feabisres of
orcycle,

DM 5o o= that mean a longer top
tubeT

Scot: Acaally it does mean a little
bit longer. The reason you n
longer top tube is you feed l:l.".‘i
clearance bire.

DM: Foot clearance from the front
wheelT

o 24" rear wheel, plus it gives

BOIMP.
BOIMP...
BOIMP...

Scot: Right. | could make the wheel
base shorter but for wo seasons, One
is this: the foot would get in the way,
and the other is coming down off really
big things, 367-high logs in a position
enave your axle back an
& that much further you

re godng to o before you hat, Is too
bad | dom’t have my big log anymore,
but 1 can show you some of the things
I'en talking about on the pickup treck

Motice how the handlebars are pret-
ty high on this bike, becauwse most of
your time is spent up like this. You
dor’t need the knee extension, th
posilion, you don®t need the dow:
bomber position. | want it to be very
fartable; | want to be right there
Another thing is that you need 1o be
able to really jump the bike, | made my
Iriggest strides in triaks riding watching
the mwMarcyche trials national cham-
pionship. Those guys still do things
with motorcycles that just blow my
rd, The national champion with his
1 vyile did a complete 180 degree
’l-: with his weight and momen
WM. This guy can do a 180 with a
motorcycle that weighs at least 200
pounds, Those guys just sit there when

mething, when they
and they kind of

they have o do »
Bt o & erials sect
i ke around |
Now on trials rules it gets kind
of marginal; are you going back and
forth or is that forward progress]
Scot: You may not stand still w
Bt el bt are o

stable. All my bikes are seventy. except
for my trials bikes, and they're
sevenlby-two. I'm sold on i, [ think it's
great, IF vou et into some place where
yvou need to turn sharp, you don't turm,
wou just go like this (bounces bike in a
circle], The important thing i just be
img able 10 balance on B and mave it
around with your own boedy.

DMz It's not just & combination of
numbers that seem right, it's also some
Feredback froem kow it feels, You're nat
jast saying it has to be a tight, sharl
bike

Scol: [t has to be an extremely ver-
sarile bike,

DM: You have 1o be able to ride it
on the front wheel, you have to be able
to ride it on the back wheel.

Scod: You have to do a wariety of
AP B6t up
e bt winesy
andd why make it miserable?
bikes generally come with ten
speeds: this one has Fve here
They generally come we
they have a chain

pretty. where this one is m

bike. and | only use it for trials, and |

the  pedals

towsching anything. y

a5 long a8 you wand
Dz What else do we see hereT
Scot: Steep hesd angle, 72 degrees,

which ia ! 3 berribly steep, and not
VETY MU ke. I'm not going to get
ko any . bt | made the

whaole Fro end of Bike steer
predicrably 1 didn’t make it so ghe
For getting that tight tuming capabili-
by, | didn’t think that was mearly as im

portant as having a biloe thar Fele really

have five speeds,
CK: Two shifters thoughT

Scot: Sure, that shifbers dormant

without the big ring. except to adjust
thee cage =o it doesn’t rub. That makes
8, YOuU Can use i

i a
" lant b . i

steeper; | don® build my all-purpose
bikes that way because [ beel it's a little
o be predictable cn steep

Eod Shie

diwnhalls

DM: Let's talk aboul some of the
ofber details. What gears are you us-
ingT If somebody had to put together a
ane-speed for trials, what kind of gears
would he be thin boutt

Fat Tiee Flyer



Scol: For one-speed | would pro
bably recommend wing a 24-100th
chainring, ard an sightesn or noneteen-
tooth rear. That seems Lo be il
dardized way to go. If you're really a
good trials rider, vou can climb just
about anything with a gear like that. It
gets b the point where if it's really
sbeep, you don't have to pedal ugp, you
can hop the bike (Scot does sol. You
can hop it up hitibe kills, it's all kegal.
lip For B seorecard lon

¢ slan-

e like this, you might

it your knee f(on the clamp protru
gign). Little things you bearn from ex
perience

The shift bevers, o
ot in @ convenient pl
out of the way. No matter where you
are of the bike, and you re all over the
place, they're obviously out of the way
here. You're never shifting in a section

tice they're

It's funimy, (Charlie) Cunningham wses
th on his expensive bikes and they
cost very Litthe, IF's prefty outrageous,
s the kind where vou can shift before
you pedal. [t's one of the bottom of the
lime.

DM There is a Lot of steel in it.

Scot: [t has more toughness. Yiou can
probably see that I've landed, look at
this: this thing is broken off. | land

Tewen livis
rot, Gofo,

Check thewe brake levers outl
Tech-55. They're Dia-Compe. they're
called the Tech-55 ar the 2835,

DM: What's that, a travel adjust-
meni ]

Scat: Yeah, if you have small hands,
ar if you want 1o keep the lever closer
to the handlebar.

D%A: What about that deraillewr?

Seatb: It's the L series from Shimano

10 Fal T Fryiw

right on it, you can see a lof of smarts.
srong deraill
out of the way of all the stuff wo
likely 1o rum inte. It makes a
sense, it's a good dera

I use Specialied cranks ‘tause you
can get @l the chalnrings for them
they're strong. guarantesd, and | think
they are really good.

D% What cramkarm bength are you

Flar,

asing?

S<ot I'm using 170's rmow because |
tind you don't nesd the torque advan-
tage. there is more clearance. This
frame is small, it has a sloping top
babe. s only a 157 frame bul | have
XA seatpost 0 | can get it up o
normal riding height.

Mow I'll show you what | mean
about having the small rear wheel, You

have 1o get pretty far back. (Rides ino
and out of pickup truck. ]

DM: What about  fires ared  Lire
s

Scot: For the front tire [
Ground Contrel. [t nat
ardl doesn't give you

v tire wi

Wy soft, 1
s a good rear wheel tire too, &x-

copd that they don't make it in 247, IRC
ing out with a new tire made

ple promoting triak on a big scale s
Fouwahara, and they are doang theen an
247, so ihat is all that i= going toe be
available. | run rey ¢ [pressUneS
like twenty pounds: thats wh
want. A litthe sponge is okay
elficiency we are dealing with, biat
when you come up bo & rough or banay

get over a rock or kg, vou want to
Fhxat cver it . Yo £
want by have a lot of pressure that is
guing to krock you all over the place,

liztle place where you need Irac:m.1ll

Pumlwer

and the lower the pressure, the better
the traction,

DM: What abowt rim pinches? Does
that happenT

Scot: You fix it; time is net a factor

these things
. M: How about those rima?

Scod: The RM-20s here in the Front, |
I B-25 on the bikes in production.
bt because I'm light on the bike | wuse
the 20s, they are very strong. The 25
will be available in 2 247 rien, The hebs
are the Specialized QR front and rear:
they are bombproof and no problem. |
win't seen much problem with these
bs, of any as long a5 you stay away
m the cheap BMX hubs which temd
to pull apart a1 the flange. Hubs aren’t
that critical

D0: Dioes the headset 1ake a lot of
poundirg

Scob: It's something that you should
probably replace every year,

For brakes, caniidevers work line in
the froat but not is the back, When
vou have the short rear wheel you'd
just be munching youwrselt (on the begs).
Thase are the X-C sports ard they are
just as good as the other oncs. The
Sport brakes work great up front too,
The stem is a Specialised team stem, it

need the resiliency beca
dealing with a
fork:
straight or curved

high L

raked

DM:

“If you get into
some place where
you need to turn
sharp, you don't
tarn, you just go
like this:"
BOIMP...BOIMP

. BOIMP...

i diocsa’t have a heck
sbon, and there is a lack
ms. A slifber fork on these
shably better; you o

o "
That iz most of it
pottoan bracket, 13-172 inches
reroe; (hese afe
i ot also good

Final thoughts asbowut trals
bikes?
Spot: Any mountain bike can be us

@

¥ (Mo Bre-S

WIGHT
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Bend ET 00 for Brechurs

- s L

Wk =

rials. It doesn't take a special
carn balance and contral —just
of coordination and practice.
o become skilled you'll meed a
better bike. Until them, the sections in
the Beginner and Mowvice Classes are
designed For people with stock bikes
That is. a 48 tooth chainring will dlear
all of the obstadles in all the sections.
As you move up through the classes 1o
[ntermediate and Expert, the obstachs
become misch harder and a stock bike
could be in bor some crucial crunching

S0 after you've mastered the art of
hopping the front wheel, jumping the
bike sideways and a few other tricks,
then it's time for a real irials bike. The
sl important thing, though, is to go
do i, and have fun, 'dﬁr
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oy When | was a lietle kid
started BMX ln 1973 with D
Bradlew, riding for Sea Schwinm (Co
Mesa, CAb at Escape Country for g
long time. In trials, ey Flest comped
fhon was in M noth, earlier this
| rode molorcycles For about
| wanbed b get a bicy-
on My

wiorcycle. |
about the
4

bought
worst sboel ¢ you can gel
incher. | rode that 'Hl it broke
got & GT, and [ rode that for a while
then Kuwahara (his curren) sponsor)
Belarmmoth was the Frst trials | was
i, and it was set up really eazy, 80
evervbody could do it. It was real hard
to get ahead becawse it was so easy
Then | weni back easi o the Ross race

“I gotia ride really
hard stuff to get
exciled. It's a lot of
fun when you pull
something off
rad.”

im Miw England and [ beat everybody
by sixty poinfs. That was a tough
cowrse, but [ cleamed every section at
liker it néce and hard, so 1
can gel way abeazl

12  Far Tua Fiver

KM:"Yeah, he's a great guy. Because
[ haven't been in the Bicycle warld, this
is mry first year, He really helped me
oul, becasse | dont know anything

“.nal think I deserve
it, I've spent many
vears of practice
for this day.”

Adfter | came back | went 1o Santa

T Calitornia State Cham-
Mool ) by
. I had eight points, and

nd [ beat S
thirty points

course wher
a few
ther people will be

s much

b anise
getting them jool

KN: ah, | like it really hard,
becawse when | practice 1 ride really

rd stuff o get ex-
fan when you pull

before the ¢

ceded o v

droppec
them on my biks b
gquick. Howie Cohen, he's a g 1

FTF: S0 Dean (Bradley} is your team

managen]

wasn't a testof
ni4 ar o ear..

& the sport
| grinned fro

n 1 learned the
elossness

=, .wihe
speed or T

-9 @ TRIALS AND

TRIBULATIONS

Nancy Earley

Women's Trials Champ, huh? That's a tough ome
o live up Lo, Hldm“ F'] Iu.l:u.' comes naturally to me,
and has since I was six and e 1 how on an
uneven sidewalk that turned into a bumpy dirt
path

Eveniually my Schwinn stingray and | went
everywhere together, two miles o school every
day, & mile through the woods o the park, or even
for & seven miler around the lake

I've gone through lots of bikes by now, skinny
and fat and I'm basically doing the same three
things 1 always have: ride, ride, ride. 1 added fat
bikes to my riding shenanigans about four years
ago, starting off an old Schwinn three-speed that |
w||uip with allay wheels and Snakebelly tires
I'd take that monster on trail rides complete with
fenders and rack. Il wasn'l as quiet or graceful as
I wiould have liked, but it was practical in the eity
and adequate in the woods; that is, wntil the day 1
rode a borrowed Fatl Chanee and realized that
there are hig differences,
I wasn’t sure whal o expect from my first trials
petition, but when 1 learned that the sport
'L a test of speed or recklesaness 1 grinned
m ear to ear and relaxed into it, coming in
third, That was encouraging, o I took on trials as
my area of natural expertise and started losking
forward to every event.

There seem to be 20 to 30
consistently at every schedul
and three or four groups who lay oul good trials
courses, so we gel a variely of seclions (o
]Jlel;r'-‘r\c.l1l||:mlt~ on. Events are the only times when

le who show up
event in our area

wir can all get together like this, so we spend the
day riding trials, usually ending up with hand-
printed t-shiris for rrum. a picnic and beer,

There are several good places to ride trials in
amd within, all su ling & good crop of New
England rocks and boulders, standing and fallen

irees, short, steep climbs, moss, and loamy soil
that can be used 1o create greal trials sections
onee you get the idea of whal makes a good one,
Hearsay and magazine articles have given the
impression that the East Coast is the trials capital
of the country, 1 don't know about that, but [ cer-
tainly prefer the terrain and variety of obstacles at
home over what [ competed on in ”'ll.'. Nationals at
Virginia City. With the popularity of observed
trials growing in the last i.'t'ar or two, I wouldn't
|f}||'.-'l.' credil to any particular neighborhood these
aays
A lew af us ged together now and then 1o plan
evienis or try and figure out a schedule for regular
manthly events, We call ourselves NETHO——New
England Trials Hothed Organization. Someday
we'll take the time to make it a serious “club™ and
get a network golng; at least that's the plan, We
would like to get some communication opened up
and help make trials more important. Anyone in-
terested should contact :
Mike Augspurger
2 Oak Avenue P
Belmont, MA 02172 .
Haf Tirm Eiyer 13
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Observed Trials i (arel) coming on
strong as the newest branch of Fat-tire
competition, The reasons for the new-
found popularity are an enthusiastic
cadre of riders and sponsoss: the
former see i1 as a great lest of skill aml
the epitome of “showing olf” on a bicy-
cle while sponsars are catching on to it
& an  abiraclive spectalor  spori,
Because all the action takes place in a
relatively confined area, spectators can
wabch the experts all the way through
the competition rather than seeing
themn leave, then come back hours
later. Because even a  specially
prepared trials bike can be relatively
ssmple and inexpensive when com-
pared to a bike made for distance race
ing, the rider does not need 1o Invest a
lot of money im his equipment to be
COmpe

If any evidince i needed that wpnn
sors like trials, consider this: which fai-
tire competitor has the only

wignature” model bike? Kevin Morton,
sponsored by Kuwahara, has shown at
the bike shows the prototype for his
version of a mass-preduced trails bike
with his imitials on iz

li there are any losers in the mew
populasity of this branch, it is the long-
distance specialists whoese trials skills
are a little nusty. Because most off
stage races now nclude a trials com-
petithon, lack of the basic skills can cost
placirgs in overall results,

Althaugh advanced moves In trlals
defy adequate descriptbon, there are a
few rudiments that must be in each
rider's arsenal if he or she is to be suc-
oessful in competition. The rodiments
reflect the situations one is lkely to en-
counter in any trials, or for that matter

in the woods,
The most obviows trials move s
riding ower am obstacke. These

obstacles can be as lasge a5 a three-foot
diameter log. or far show only, an
autemabibe, The first trick is just to get
up onto it Look at the sequence of
Rich Cast riding over the Road War-
rior: as he approaches, he pulls the
front wheel up inte an  extreme
wheelie. In the first shot you can see
that he has already raised his body
weight abowve the hood of the car,
preparing to push on the bars to bring
the back wheel up
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Once the weight is on the car, it's no
trick to ride ower, but it's still a good
trick bo ride aff, This can be done fwo
ways; either the rider can wheelie off
and land on the rear wheel, ar ride
down with the weight far behind the
saddle and jerk the front wheel up just
as [t contacts the ground to keep from
studfing it. Since riding down steep sir-
Faces is a requined skill, it bears prac-
tice.

Obstacles of this size almost require
that the bike be equipped with some
sofl of bash-guward o protect the
chainring and 10 give the rider & solid
pivet point for rocking over logs,
Cycloecross style chainring guards are
a ligtle passe now, because rulers don'
need a large chainring lor this slow-
speed evenl, Now there are on the
market a nember of frame-mounted
guards to protect a small chabnring,
and all good riders use them

Arotber basic skill is riding a narrow
track, Hiders are often required 1o ride
the bength of abogora plank whese the
slightest deviation will cavse a fall.
Althowgh it's hard to do, the trick here
Is bo ride quickly and with confidence.
Ridang Fast you ride a straighter line

and by covering the distamte more
quickly you have a better chance of

keeping “om line by shifting body
weight
Many courses include tugns le which

the rider must completely
direction in a small area. The ;’
here is borrowed irom fresstyle, as @

rider “pogos” by standing on the pedals
and jumping the bike around in a cir-

“Since riding down
steep surfaces is a
required skill, it
bears practice,”

cle: a track stand in three diimensione.
An option bess Frequenily used is 2 nose
thl:\d'n.'. with the rear wheel swinging
in an arc o complete the farn, (n
video tapr of European trials siding, a

| AT T A

Rich Cast of Maats encoimters the

Road Warrier (see teatf for dietails)

rider uses this method to reverse dinee-
tions while riding on a log!)

One dizbolical trick of trials pro-
mobers i b space small logs exactly a
wheelbuase apart, which makes it hard
to pull the front wheel up and over the
log. Here riders muast find the rhythm
and beurce both wheels over logs at
the same time, then set up for the next
pair

Of course, promoters are requi
by the rules to lay out coumes Ihai
humanly possible to ride. IF one ¢
“eleans” a section one time, 18 must be
possible, n'est ce-past? But while the

compelitors must ride sections withkoat
practicing them, the promoter or his or
her designated rider can practice at
length before the competition in order
prove the course is rideable,
nerally the better the rider, the
ter he will like a course that is im-
possible for anyone to “clean,” Ma-
ticnal champ Morton likes a course
that be can't ride clean, because he
figures that will widem the gap between
hirrs aned the et rider.
It's almost a given that trials breeds
ts awn bikes. Forget any kind of high-
speed handling: what you're looking
for here is slow-speed agiliey. There

Obviousty, one does ? meed a car-

Kir J af trinls bike,

aren't many produchon  versions,
although mearly every custom builder
has put together one or two either as
experiments or as team bikes lor stage
rades,

In general the trials bike will have a
very shont wheelbase, which in tum
gives [t greater ground clearance. A
kigh bottom bracket with a small
chainring and a bashplate will get it
over anything. The saddle is just there
to prevent injury, and riders will want
it as low as possible. perhaps wing an

tremely small frame. A smaller bike

ighter also, which lends agiliny:
in Morton won his championship
with a 24" wheel bike.

Even those who favor drop bars for

general riding are likely to prefer Flat or
upright bars for trails. A higher
handlebar gives the rider a little mare
leverage against the frame for lough
moves such as vanking the rear whicel
up onto a stump, and makes it easier to
pull the front wheel up into a wheelie
to climb obstacles.

Some expert riders prefer a fork
made of siraight oversize tubing.
which allows them to perform moves
that would be likely to damage a
lighter-duty racing fork.

For example.
ot many carved forks would stand up
to repeated pogo-ing on the Front
wheel. Also, since the rider constantly
risks stuffing the front end on a steep
drop-off, a tough fork seems like a
goud idea

“eestter ride the
length of a log or a
plank...the irick
here is to ride
gquickly and with
confidence.”

Stock models of triaks bikes are hard
to find, and although they should be
appearing eventually. manufacturers
still see this as a small market, Custom
builders Jeff Lindsay (Mowntain Goat)
and Scot Micol (Ibish have their awn
trials models, and a5 mentioned,
Kuwahara sells the Kevin Morion
medel with 24" wheels, From Europe
comes the Torpado, a 207 trials bike,

although this will be hasd to find
{distributed by Agrati-Garelli Crop of
Lexingten, SC 803-159-5145).

Trials freak Tom Hillard has made
his cwn trials bike from a cheap
Univega that he modifsed for shorter
chainstays. He recommends carving up
cheap bikes because they are casy 1o
findd and because you don't need the
fanciest tubing to go three miles an
hour. Besides, with a cheap bike you
don’t have 1o get bent out of shape if
yous bike gels bent out of shape,

For thuse who arent NORBA
members, here {8 the 1984 version of
the Official Rules for Observed Trials,
(Some of the procedural rules have
beer exdived. )

INTRODLUICTION

An Observed Trials is an evenl con-
ducted over a course incleding natural
hazards such as mud, rocks. water,
ebc., and corsists of any number of
observed sections. The object of the
contest & for the rider to condugt
kis/her bicycle through the various
sections in their proper order, while in-
curring the einimum boss of points

7.0 OBSERVED TRIALS
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

7.1 — The number of observed sec-
lions ard number of laps as well as the
course closing time must be announced
before the start of the event

7.5 = The course musl neither com-
tain impossible furrs,  ascens or
descents, nor be too hazasdous,

7.6 — No section shall be included in
the Trial which has not been test ridden
by either the Event Director or his'her
deslgnes 1o determine that deteriora-
tion or weather changes will not render
the section too dangerous or impossi-
ble to be ridden

7.7 = Mo observed section may be

T mturaass s nm pige
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Rich Cast shows
his Moots fender
design while
riding over
Crested Butte
traffic.

11.% DEFINITIONS
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seclic

“...with a cheap
bike, you don't
have to get bent
out of shape if
vour bike gets

bent out of shape.”
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wialked ore. What made me walk was either a

& g - 2 lack of horsepower, a lack of cleverness or some

. - R combination of the two. More riding built bath of
thise departments; but after Torm Hillard infected
my brain with this trials siuff 1 know T spent more
conscious thought on the handling aspects. [ no
longer just wanted to ride the hard parts, | wanted
to clean them! 1 found myself golng outl of my way
to ride quirky portions that could easily have bien
walked, or even ignored altogether.

Sure, the physics of the situation is different
when you're bombin® a race course rather than
dinkin’ a trials section. But [ think that the prac-
tice with balance and the improved confidence
carry over, al least,

If visualization helps you improve your handling,
think of trials as low-speed ride-throughs of similar
high-speed situations. As a bonus, you get to prac-
tice your visualization ll}d‘llli%ll?(‘ al ohserved trials
whil you watch olhers ride the section and im-
aging you'll clean the same set of ribbons.

There's only one drawback [ can see to using
trials as a toal to improve your handling skills,
You might just love it teo much for its own self,
and eventually have to scare up a trials bike to
round out your stable, 1&3—

3 T

WHAT DOES TRIALS
HAVE TO DO WITH
THIS FPAGE?

by A J Arg

What are the gentlemen in these two photos do-
ing? Besides the obvious, they are both riding
through the same md-all-that-tricky zone in a
beginner's race at China Camp.

rring what we can't see off camera, the

kindest answer to the question, ““Why are they
assuming these perilous poses?" is ibaly that
being a beginner's race, they didn't have much ex

rience and were therefore ripe for a launch.

hat’s “tricky” is relative to a rider’s skill, and
there's mth.in%nhkl: lots of hours in the saddle to
improve yvour bike's handling characteristics,

Also, a little dab of trials, so to speak, will do a
body @ lot of good lowards becoming more adroit
with the hike.

When 1 first started riding the fat ones, 1'd usual-
Iy try to ride as far as I could through the zones I'd

22  Faf Tirs Fiyer
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RIKING ON
JCE AND
SNOW

(Sometimes it's nice and sometimes no)

1y bik

graund-g
(13 w b wsetu
. but sl mare nipping al my
than fun, unkil | got inbo the | |

t pe
EXOOVE fect image of

Most o 1

“Most of us hate to get
im a rut. but it makes
things go much ecasier in
Sno,

ho sold me my Trek 830
ver ridden his on snow
at ansd let nse kno
“Saure will.” I said, handing him But there is swch a thing as getting
ven big bills, “By the way, d 4 ruf that is foo narrow and
ink she'll go with a beavy low
Handing back three small bills, he
id, “Doawnhill Fast, uphill slow.”

t of summer [ couldn’t be
re what the bike would do In
sld of winter, | only knew wh

ng breed that has

into

Pedals scrape and you cease

nce, and wes, | have done somae

ill, af course.

dippery with variety
d of spow but seemingly
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Cortmand ook g poge
poetry In maotion bat effectivel, and
the “Dhouble Leg Extersion, in which
you make an incongrows isosceles
trianghe of yourself, with nerve center
anad Mission Control at the acane
angled apex. The triangle is well-
known for Bs rigid stability. but do
not for a mament imagine that you
are guaranteed an upright position, It
is quite possible to be riding
triangular and fully in command,
then hit a slippery slick and find
yoursell parted brom your bike, If
you manage to remain upright, you
are at this point no longer a cwelist
but a skater. If you were caught lean-
ing teo far forward, you are not a
skater, but very briefly a diver, then
a slapstick comedian. In the space of
five long/short seconds | have been
all of thess,

Far a week | perfected these and
other smow biking techniques all in
the spirit of fun, then a grim realiza-
tion came to me, | was runnang oul
of Fuel | mean food, No more

“Bringing home the
bacon is serious
business when it's twen-
ty five miles to the
nearesl store and your
bike is all the wheels

28  Fal Tuw Fiyar

playing around on an unboaded bike.
Bringing home the bacon is a sericus
busiress when it's twenty live miles
1o the nearest store and your bike is
all the whesls you kave. And there
isn’t anyone to help out if something
gows wrong. But | had been practic-
img. | was ready, And besides, it was
almaost all dovenhill

The trip down was a breeze. It
demanded total concentration, bat
that iz ome of the thirgs [ ]
the spost, A single Lapse v
dearly and you simply have to pay
attention. Mo mind-dridfts. Mo ho-hum
attitucles. It's fun, bat it's serlows fun
The best kind

| was convinced that nothing could
stop me. A new sorm blew in. bring-
ing cne of the heaviest snowfalls I've
ever seen. And | rode through it grin
ning the whole way. [ even rode five
highway mibes through it at nighs,
dawny [lakes sifting through my
bright halide light. The experience
was euphoric, never mind what the
odd stray moterist might have
thought when ke ww sameone on a
bicycle appear in his headlights from
the vast whiteness of the storm. [1 ks
possible that some of my exhilaration
stemmed from beang freshily bathed in
a rented shower afver 3 week's ac
curmulation of woodsmoke and grime
It Felt great io be chean, but [ was
more than that, By all reckoning |
should have been miserable riding a
bike at night in a snowstorm (that
¢ musd be craey), but instead the
ride was enlivening and exhilarating
to a high degree, spirstually a5 well as
phvsically. | krow | won't soon
farget how good it felt.

Although this was an undispated
high point of my biking morale, the
low paoint came the next day. During
the night the srow had changed to
rain, tarming Huff to mushy slush. 1
triexl ricling and right away it was
clear that the bike didn’t like the stuff
and the stulf didn’t like the bike. 1
couldn’t hold to a course. The slush
concealed a million-tentacled monster
which took perverse delight in pulling
my lroat wheel off track, robbing me
of balance and momentum, amd con-
werting me be a pedestrian pusher., OfF
all the things 1 like beast, fangy.
wvenomous smakes, iichey-bitey things
like mosquitos, ticks, spiders and no-
see-umms, Frosthate, poison oak,
fenders that don't keep the splater off
your back, and shoulder-hugging log
truchs. well slush was now a1 the top
of the list, | hated 6 because 1 loved
the illusion of being unstoppable, and

soppy. slarpy, slegging, sluggish
slush stopped me cold and laughed in
my Face. 1 don’i lke slush,

Fully loaded with two weeks warth
of groveries, my bike now weighed
#aghty pounds. Ahcad of me were
twenty-five uphill miles through
slush. 1 didn't Hke it, but | had to ad
mit defeat. The once anstoppable
high=roller mow couldnt roll at all.
The best [ could do was wait for con-
ditiona to change, so | deceded that
this was an excellent timse For me to
wisit Frierads in Bown, We are Fog-
tuznate here in Lane County to have a
ks with bike racks; for a mere buck
and a half the bike and | rode filty

“After a night in the
deep freeze, snow and
ice are sparkiy-hard and
crunch agrecably under
knobby tires, giving a
measure of traction.”

miles 1o town. In time the slush
wiould mebt: sither that or freeze and
make travel really inleresting. This
tiene It melicd off amd was soon
replaced by Frish spow, which meamt
I could ride back up 1o my camp,
freshly supplied and ready for r:-\.|i'
unensumbered

Since the last big snow more than a
menth ago almost nothing has fallen
Al elevations below 1500 feel the
pavement s clear, But up where | am
the roads are lockesd in a deep freeze.
It hus been the driest and coldest
January (1985] in western Oregon's
recorded history, The snow that fell
o give us a white Christmas in the
mauntabn still clings to the upper
roadls in early February. It's the same
snow, bul it's not the same seow
Day by day it has

g the ruts, [ have
readd the road. and hawe
come up with a rule or two, although
no pule is trise all the way through. In
gemeral, new ice ard snow is better
than old, kard is better than soft, and
wwarm is worse than cold, But vime
amd again | have fourd the margin
between megotiable and non-
negatiable slender and unpredictable,
Somitimes what looks possible ks not
passable {at least as a rider), and cog
versely, an unlikely looking #rv!r‘.,
may let you through easily.

Bikirg on ever-clder snovw and fce,
| have found morning comditions bet-
ter than afternoon. After a night in the

leep frecee, snow and ioe are sparkly-hard and «
sprevably under knobly tines, giving 8 measne ¢
thon. As the day warms to above freezing, snow and e
erows un-softened, shiny and slick as greased plass. The
compacied icy snow of the ruts thaws on top, leaving a
n layer of waber an the surface, OF all riling « i
Q may be the most ireacherous, likely to lay 3 it
dedenly with a smack. It's like riding on millions of
buckshot BBs rolling in oil: [ mean slippery-slidey -I|-.L
|'1.|_ wartois stages of fropen 1o thawed offer a va
of riding chalbenges. But other factors affect surface «
tions ala, such a8 exposure and surface disty
wehickes, For instamce, the upper section of the ro
luas mever been plowed but has been driven, and in a
annth's Lime the sx-iech track has widemned 1o a foot and
a half. Through the days and weeks these tracks have
fromen and thawed again and again, pooling in the after
wain aned them locking up tight at night. Every thre that
wis boucksd the track has lebt an impression af one level
s ancther, When the pooled water glazes over it follows
every contour and impression left Behingd. This isn't fla
v, but a surface with hills and walleys. ridges and ruts
and every rul wants to pull you off course, throw yo
walance. Going downhill on this stuff | sometimes employ
ke Double Leg Extersion, Going up | sometimes Find it
casier to walk and puash
The middle section of my roax has been privately plow-
ed to albow passage for log trucks, but in many places the
slade has not made it 1o the pavement. Yhat is beft
whind is a patchwork of asphalt and bumpy sheets of ke,
You may be sailing along on bare pavement, enjoying the
cox] brevre on your swealy chest, riding out a grin, with
watlails flying, when you round a bend and lind an ex-
e
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th, It may be foalhardy, but [ just
g a blutf on 2 beeline,

u .tl'-.l sober as a judge, theough a
And I'm happy as a cat when

panse of

blink

mirctield of icy disaster
I'm back on black

I don’t suppose that ice biking swill surpass skiing in
popularity as a winter sport, I'm not so sure I'd do it
enyself just for sport. But it can be fun and exhila
Best mountain bikers don't choose winter as 1
For riding in the mountains, bat if you head for the |
country in the spring, you'll likely find ice and srow. And
likely you'll find 2= | hawve, that somsetimes it's nice and
somelines o, -3!
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HILLCLI

by Mike ML
Yes, Vi
Mllissgini

a. there are mountains in
The air i= pretiy thick at the
summmit, bul there are mourtains. Plen-
of places to bust & lung climbing.
stop your heart descending. The
“best places are in the Oearks in the
sosthern part of the state, but since
they are at least two hours’ drive, those
of s in St. Louis started looking For
closer places to ride.

With subarban sprawl, most of the
places where we used to hike when we
were younges how ran into chainlink
fences, “private property” signs. and
aver-eaciteable dogs with large teeth,
That left gravel roads and a few
beaten-down jeep trails for us o play
an. Gee! That got to be as exciting as
watching your sister’s face break out
That lelt hiking and horse traiks in a
tew close-by Missouri State Parks. A
listle discreet exploration, followed by
a few informal inguiries, and we had a
mew place to ride

By 1983 the Touring Cyclist, hor
whoen | manage a shop, had been con
vinced o sponsor group rides al some
af these parks. The first one at Babler
Park went well, excepl bor some rather
sticky mudhobes on the horse trails

t expertence had us putting on the
“I ricde &t Castlrwomd Park, which
s fewer horss and less chewed-up
real estabe. The trails here scale up and
down the bluffs alorg the lower stretch

of the Meramac River, making for
sl wiews and the usual cardiac ar
resd descenls

Two rides were scebeduled for 1984
aribir af Castliwood at Cuivre
River Park. At this paint the rides were
becoming big enough produc
the park superinfendenis
that swe get betters of permission from
the State Depariment of Natural
Resources in Jefferson City. They
weren't oppused] to the ride taking
place, but reserving group Camp-
grounds and pionic ers bor our ex-
clasive wse g ceriain amount
of bureaucratic f

and so an.
aining ex-
istimg trails we were ng and
building ardd n ning miwe rails in
wing added fo the state park

agine our surprise in late May
wh we received a leller from the
state DME office thai sald we coubdn’t
ride ATBs in state parks any more, The
letter said, “We do not have encugh in-
atkon on the impact of bicycles on
s desigred for hiking. The limited
amount of manpower available for
trail maintenance makes it difficule o
properly maintain the trails at theis
b level of uwse. We wish to avoid
i siflicts that might arise
between  bicyclists  and  hikers or
horseback riders on the park trails

possible

The losed with, “Your offer of
annind buslding amd maintaining
bicycle trails is appreciated and will be
retained for uture consideration,”

-

| discussed the situation with other
ATB riders, other shop employess wha
had worked with the DNE before,
anyore who had ideas. All summer we
hasked out possible courses of action
withouwt coming to any real condlu-
sions. Tom Yarlborough of the Tour-
kng Cyclist i ubd work oul
soene kil 2 ihe DR
Since be v alss elirectior of the 51
Louis Bicyche Touring Society and had
worked with the DMR betore, | asked
him to help me get an “audience™ with
Debbic Schnack, DNKE Trails Director.
He agrecd to do s
poirtment in N g
Tam por | had any real kdeas aboul
what we could do o reverse the DMNE
ciision. Perusing back issues of the

“Tom and I
walked into the
meeting with
no statistics, a
little hope and
a copy ol the
May/June 1984
Fat Tire Flyer...”

Fat Ti u Flyer provided to me by other
riders, | came across an rluh by Johr

objections first and letting emotional
objections take care of themsclves, |
n around the
framework of Odell's ideas.

lotbed my

Tom and [ walked into the meeting
armed with no statistics, a linke hope
andd & topy of the May/June 1984 Fat
Tire Flyer with Johm Ross’ article
What we proposed was an -
vironmental impact study that would
manilor trads conditions and experi-
ment with mixed use trails. | pointed
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il e pruceding P
aul o Debbie that so far & we knew
no one had yet condlocted any such
study on ATB impact. | again offered
w organize ATE riders bor trail con
struction and maintenance. After an
hour of discussing possibilities, Debbie
agreed fo presend the ddea at the next
salf meeting. The staff would discuss
# and make a recommendation to the
Director of Parks and Historic Preser
wation. It would be his decision, yea or
Ry

By the

b of Decermber we had
i il was yes, The ferms
dy wene:

The trial period for all-terrain bicy
cle aise in Mlissouri S2ate Pasks will lase

hope ta see what eflect such wse h- on
the trail tread and how other trail users

“Pictures of
riders, along
with listings of
aroup rides and
races will be in-
cluded in the
state parks

activities guide...””

respond to the joint use of the trail
Contact w rasl wsers will be handled
on an informal basis by the park
supserintendent.”

The study is being conductsd in twa
slate parks al this time, 51, boe State
Park at Elvins, Missouri is the site of an
ald lead and one of the larger
parks in the state. Most of the existing
trails are horse trails. The ather park &
Graham Cave at Danville, which haes
Riking trails, | asked Ms. Schnack if
thase wert intendional choices.

“The trails were chosen  For
wyeral reasona. They were within a
reasomable driving distarce of the users
who were requesting o .
tumity,
reveiving limited use, and they allowed
tor & comparison of user group com
patabilities.” Whiy had the DMNE decid
ed to do a study, when it seeer
thousgh everyone else in the o
was closing trails te usl According to
M. Schnack, "The request by several
individuals who desired to ride theis
all-terrain bicycles in one of the state
parks prompled the department to
evaluate the situation. The stalf was
ot opposed o Ehe concept in
general, bul  they
about opening existing trails to such
wse because of potential user condlict

they were trals w

were  concerned
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and the unknoswn effect such use would
have on the wwail tread, Use of AT on
a trial basis was deemed the best
maethod of finding the answers to some
of those concerns. There are certain
heavily wsed trails in the
ancl certain as
designated Wild Areas. Ilu will pro-
bably never be open to ATE wse;
however, after cons i

mation  gathered dur
pericad, a reasonable o
madh ir
Mlinsos:

regard to an ATH use policy in
shale par

So where does this beave us? Pre

We have places o
ride whenever we wa y, wilh as few
or as many riders as wa fow do
the superinbendents feel it? Bl
Bonsell at S2. Joe in't be happier
Motorized ol d vehicles ha
large arca of the park set aside for
use. The area s aside for G
which we u large. and |
think we L e comparison,
Hall has fiekded no complaints from any
hikers or riders so lar this v .'m-.l he
sy ha
foce on
that he is
wse at 5t Joe
ATEs in the park har

well ol bor now

L5

bt s v |-..1|_-|| v
omwling ATB

his office. And he has asked the Touar-
fthey would like 10 spon-
race or observed trials event at
the park.

Jim Bush af Graham Cave seemed
more uncasy about ATD wse there, Bal
after & group ride put on by the To
ing Cyelist he had no complainits. A
use there has been much less than at 5e.
o, s it's oo early to draw conchu-
siners on trail impact

Some of us Froem the shop are now
halding discussions with the 5¢. Lowis
wy Department of Parks and
Recreation about tradl sccess. We have
the ckay for a rece in Decemnber, amd
together with the possibility of another
B ud, this is very en-

i We h.l'\'t a budding off-
rowd scene that b ial ap-
sders, along with
andd races will be
inclucled in the state parks activities
guidle put out by the DNR. Thanks are
due to Tom Yariboro
couragement, to Donald H
tfor ketting us do a bot of work on com-
pany time, and 1o John Kas )
Schnack, Bill Bonnel and Jisn [
the DMR for having open m
Thasks io them, the fitere of trail ac-
cess in Missouri is bright indesd.

Cam

as sermyl=oiff

MARIN'S
MOUNTAIN BIKE
HEADQUARTERS

Village
Peddler

laaluring
HFT{:HE?.ISCEHT
CANNONDALE
ROSS « SEKA)
SPECIALIZED
CYCLE PRO % K.H.5
DIAMOND BACK
MONGOOSE

Frices slart af $159.
b

' 1141 Magnolia
Q Larkspur, Calif.
(415} 461-3061

Salsa Stem
with Pulley

Check this letle pulley cable guide
on the stem by Salsa of Petaluma
no-Friction design is alwo very light

Newest
Ritchey Quad

This is the re-release of the Fairly
new Ritchey Quad 1.9 lire. This edi-
tion Pesiures a different latex, an im-
proved rubber compound and better

istribution of the latex on the sidewall
fabric. The new wunit weighs n at
wihere near 100 grams lighter than
thee ald

Cook Brothers
“Sushi Bars"

Only in California could a product
ikoe this exisd, Sushi Bars are the latest
v lightweight  fiber/composite
andlebar technology. Hey, wow, they
k way cool, too.

T'het

The Brsce Gordon front rack rides a
litthe higher than the more popular
aluminum model, and s so solid you
can stand on i, The advantage to the
brased steel comstroction is that it is
e resistant bo atigue tham a similar.
diameter of aluminum tubing. and the
disadvantage is that these hand made
racks are not cheap or s easily
available.

Toe Flips

sy entry into the dips. If yo
ff-dirt bikes with by
tabs, you know the priciphe
work just as well, if nob bet
wi have no ph bigt the photog was
dowwn at the ol’ F-stog, well into his [ix
e bath whin we went to press. This il
lustration’s probably  worth 1250
words, anyway

FOR COMPANY ADDRESSTS, PLEASE SEE PAGE 14

Olympic
“Lube Wax"

i

From QOlympic Mounfain and
Blarine Products comses Ehas was-based
lubricant For bike chains and cables
Avccurding the press release, Lube
Wax is applied in a liquid state amd
dries to a thin Hlm within a few
minuabes, The manufsciurer says that it
has a high load-braring capacity, pro-
vides  protect inst _corrosion

resists dir

i also savs they have a non
flammable and mon-toxic degreaser
Wonder if it works on cheap burgers

IRC All Terrain Tire

A nice addition 1o the selection of
1.5 sized tires on
from [RC, Thes on
rain
anyw here

arket comes
ris an all ter
far  general  take-it-
sb- - thae-Eal riding
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AATIO BANALITY

by mﬂ'

(with assistance from i
Mike Flanagan)

454 RY uNTsp
orwag #ﬂ? h

aclivity 1hal jakes =
place in the Tollgwing

mATTAL e, but we would be X
EMiSS inour pournalistic dulies
fwa didin’l run | by our readers. Al

tar all, &8 the unveisal coboul Qoos,

we don'l make the
et il

THE
FASTEST
FAT
CHANCES
INTHE
WORLD

by Mark Forman
Mowntain bikers ane crazy. One ¢
i FQST CavIgerous [Tings they
wrhill bombing, i
f Rl avans 4700 v
‘e gver Séwen and & b
the Side of Mount Washi

“A long straight.
50, 55, 60 mph,
Star Wars!”

Hiamsphing,  Mounr Washingior
thés warst wealher on esnh/
highas! Winds ever reconded wirng
e S 231  rmph
remperatwnd can be bivow rearing
iy time of (e year, and fog covers

NEws. We [usl

ha

al ihe yaar )
Fortunaraly, o 1%
LR o3y of o fidle
CONGINanNE wirg perfoct. =
Tha
il rodnd, Which 18 oo dur

I
T elimingle the possADWTy of any
ar vafucles or be-
o e valley, we gal
art, Af 700 am
an Sunday, August 11, 1885, Two Far
proparad for e mission
Wazhingion Brawas
s, chwched and rechecked
on, helmers on. goggles on
¥ omding ar fhrsl. Belrer
foller Cams. Okay. ail's oo

onto The s

, over
pe. Srakes leel good, A
first dirt secrion. Feals

s Wary ol
near, aars Do
VibvEMan UowS my
dipwre! A ot Arrfsar ¢
i gl and oirt, A Car 1
missed I, whaw. My hands hurr. Go

CIfY mowe. [ Can 00 I
boren, abowd a8 mile fo go,
Beginning fo show, the botiom
stogwaich! Shake hands, Dan

e
made if. "Unbelisvaabls how fasi?" 1
“Fourteen  minutes, forlpsle ¥
spconds,
"Unbateveands, '
A% i feried oul, Soth Brakes and

Kras woreé heavidy. The rims on Dan
Eisenborg’s bike healed o boling
and Ws Armec pads Durned infd

“As it tarned out,
both brakes and
tires wore
heavily.”

usRiessness on his rear whael My
Tricross  from e expanded  in
digmeler and caused rhe lbod burr a5
iha kaobs Siock he Roller Cam
plase. [ was quitg @ mide, 1445 of by
g on (e edpe of sanity

Moun! Washingion &2 nol o be
taxan lightty. Theve have bedn many
dearhs: on this mowndain. Road bikos
arg ool afowed. and genaraly il 18 im
DoEEDNe o ride down dug [0 wediher
condiiang. The cyclisl here 15 always
&l hig o fisk -
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“NEATLY LEAVING MY TOE CLIPS
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& - ad
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JACQUIES "
GENEROUS GESTURE

As part of her loot from the Pacific
Scates Series. Jacquic Phelan collected
a plane ticket 1o Heno For the Interbike
Trade Show. Since the show coincided
with the NORBA Observed Trails Ma
tionals, Jacquie motored wp to Reno
and donated her licket o an East Coast
rider, Mancy Earley from Somerville,
Massachusetts. Ms. Earley represents
Fat City Cycles

BYTES O BIKES

Although bikes are our subject, we
use @ compaber o crank oat all the in-
P, 50 we ane neocssarily tied to that in-
atrument here at Flyer HQ. For any
other bikies who are similarly equip-
ped with a computer and modem for
telecommunications, there i a com-
puterized bicyele bulletin board service
operated by  Bicyde Forum  in
Fesoula, Mortana. Let me hear you
Q bicycle bulletin board ten times
4, Membership b free. alihough
tlere i5 4 reberence library onlice that is
available for a 530 a year subscription
foe.
The system now has a mountain bike
section, thanks o our online 300 baud
nput. lF you wani to check out the
BES, have your computer call 406-549

1318. i a person answers, hang up

COING P2

We're not really econoenbcal, as most
of our friends will also point out, but
we know the economy when we see it
Here's a hot scoop keown cnly b0 us
and everybody cn Wall Street. The
dollar is sagging. 1Whas does this mean
o you, the Bicyele consumer? It means
that the yen i as high as @ thirty-foot
Biddha's eye. which will drive up costs
in the USA on imported consumer pro
ducts from Japan such as your favarite
Havor of aff-roacd, fat tire rolling stock.
Mow that you know, et out there and
prog up that dollar instead of wasting
Fiee Feading

. ILL MANNERED BOORS
We peruse the other bicvcle
magazines to save you the trouble. In
the “Leiters™ column of a mairslream

Magarine we Came across a complain
from a reader who had recently attensd
ed the Reckhopper, a popular aff-road
race in Santa Rosa, California

The reader complained that
although his experience with road
cyclists was all positive, ke found the
majorily of off-roaders to be "0
stck on themselves that the only thing
that compared to their egos were their
wwelled heads, Let me not forget the
foul language or their urinaling out in
the open. I'm not talking aboat behind
a bush, either! They ... werent the
kind of people I'd care to have my 12
year-okd arouand.*

Well. Did you get that? 1 know he
doesn't mean us, because we missed
that race. We suggest that this reader
attend a major Ewropean road race,
because those guys don't use the bushes
either. “Excuse me, maam. You better
moeve your kid, ‘cause he's getting
wel

BOYER TO BE SUBJECT
OF NEW RUMOR

He goes by either lacques, Jonathan,
or Jock, but we'll wse the initial o ost
the confusion. |. Boyer, who culs a
wide swath with skinny tires, may be
Ehinking about considering trying his
hard as well as his legs al mountain
bike racing. Fans of real racing know
that Boyer was the firsl American io
ride in the Tour de Prance, amd has
most recent accomplishment on the
road was a win with a new record in
the Race Across America.

Carefully orchestrated news leaks,
which are one step below Informed
Sources, have Boyer racing at least a
Few times peat season For a well-knows
American frame builder. Perhaps he
waould like to 2dd a NORBA title to his
trophy sheli.

Nelsom Vails, another big name in
cycling, took an the Fat-tire sport with
a ride at the Los Angebes Coliseum,
where @ short Fat-tire race as held on
the motorcyle track between heats at
the Supercross. Vails, you may recall,
came from a job as a bicycle delivery
rider in MNew York to take the silver
modal in the Olympic  sprints.

Although his power can't be guestion-
ed, Vails proved that there still may be
something to learn about mountain
bikes, as he stacked on the First jump of
his first practice ran. Yeah, you gotta
steer these things

Actually, Melson was not alone in
taking his lumps on the track. Siu
Thompson, ace BMX hotshoe main
man, supernovamegastar and other-
wise competent rider, alsc  made
eyeball-to-carthworm contact on the
same contour line in practice and was
forced to retire for shoulder re-
alignment. One other Purple Shoulder
Medal goes to Dane, who can now tie
his shoes without bending over. The
artrition was suitable to an arena called
the Coliseum. and we ain't lion.

MNATIONAL SERIES?

While we have no objection to com-
pany sporsared teams, we object 1o
“contests” whose outcome s decided
by money rather than ability. A case in
point is the concept of a “national”
award based on points garmered in

specially  designated competitions
thousands of miles apart
Mountain bike racing is a5 much a

participant sport a8 a spectator sport,
but the national sward concepd
assumees that ihe entire racing swene is
focused on the two dozen or so riders
whao have travel expenses pecked up for
themn and therefore can afford to pile
up Frequent Flyer coupons along with
points for just showing wp. To il

lustrate our position on this lssue, let
us ask the rhetorical question (do not
send answersh, If athlete A beats
Atklete B by twenly minubes in bwo
races, does that make athlete B a better
rider i his spomsor sends him to four
msre pational races in order 1o garmer
enough points to make up the dif-
ferencel”

g CORRECTIONS

We blew a few addresses last bssue,
Victor Vincente of America’s is actaal-
ly: W¥WA, 1582 Pride 50, Siml Valley,
CA 93065, At the end of the Flume
Trall article, the sddress should have
read: Lake Tahoe State Park, Abin:
Mark Kimbrough, Park Ranger, PO
Bax 3283, Incline Village, NV 89450,
Then, from the same town, stale and
zip, we blew Sierra Bicycle Touricg
Company’s PO Box, [t's 353, Honest!
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FASY DOES [T-| [T wanT THE| THEYRE ALt |
THIS 15 THEIR || Ol i THE | WEARIMG BLUE

| EfsT w1pE]

MUDPUPS DoING HIS SHARE-ARE YOU? by KEVIN COFFEY® %6
I~ [} ===

e || Mar, T SHOULDA, SToOD
N BEDRS g

HEY, THIS (5 Semicus’ j’ MUDBLPS RISHT, MEN]
WE £o0TTA KEEP  |[THE AUTURE OF o
ST AT STake)

I NEVER KNEWw & BIEE | wisw!, THS (5
QibE oLl BE So S BEAUTIEUL'

YhA GOMA, SEE MY ELECTED | | LATER— stpugét.fﬂ h

REPRESEMNTATIVES [N — =4
WASHINEToM ABOUT THIS : .

= [ PUR T THiNk wE BoTH
THIS L5 No AN

PR, o), WHERED Mo
-/ GET ALLTHIS STUFFT,

RECon UEL SR

TAKE RIDEAND | | HEY YEAH TLL CALL UP ALL |
THEM oM A RIDE H EAH TLL & Blo¥oLE Pooicies]

LET THEM CHECK IT oUT | | MY FRIENDS AND TELL THEM
T MEET ME ia |
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