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England has fallen . . . for Fat Tices. Well, maybe only in a small
way so far, bur the American Bevolution is taking place over theee,
The cover of the February issue of a slick consumer mag, BICYCLE,
features a model in western drag (six-guns, spurs, booes, 38 liter
hat, erc.) mounted and wheelying on a well-known American-made
moasncain bike, The full-coloe W PRge spread in the coner features
more of the same action, and the acocompanying rext is oriented o
the rootin” tootin® aspects of off-roading. 1t won't be long yeh, yeh
+« « busr it might be Far,

D of our letter weitees this month asks where e can fnd ot

abowr good places oo ride. An excellent guestion, because it's so casy
i anawer, He can’t, Bur wair; there's light at the end of this !\ﬂril\“
sengence. Jean McPherson of Berkeley is hard ar work compil
list of the best rides in California. (No regional bias intended:
where she lives, ) In furore issies we'll rake advantage of some of

Jean's research and alert the Fat Troops o those remote roads and
untravelled trails that abownd in the west. We certainly encourage
submissions of favorite rides from anywhere, and i interese war-

rants, we'll make it a regular fearure

Other headlines from the Unived Kingdom highlighe the seri-
ous side of Far Tires, Two English cyclists, Tim Gareside and Peter
Murphy, have set our for a liccke jaunt. . . aceoss the Sahara on their
American off-road bikes, from Algiers to Lagos, The ride is sched
uled o last three monchs, Tim has claimed fame before, once Fore
touring on his bicycle from England o India, and again last year ar
the Human Powered Specd Championships, where he won the sobo
rider event at aver 50 mph, We'd like 1o ke this liberty o quote
Tim fromn a postcard we received from Algiers,

“The bikes are sheer brillance: they've stood up to some dread-
ful punishment south from Algiers (heavily loaded),

We take off across the 630 kms of ‘piste” (rough, sandy) orack
on Friday, Will really cest the bikes our . . . Best regards, e,

Tim Gareside.”

This month's issue features the first part of a fwo-part gearing
article from the self-admiomed “gearing freak” himself, Frank Berto.
Frank will be known to many readers as a widely published expern
o his faverite subpect, and here for the first time he discusses off-
road gearing.
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Dear Far Folks;

Just received the new issuc, and
whar an improvemens! Excellens
graphics and layout, very clean and
casy to read. You know, we choughe
you'd gone under! How could you hope
to have made it on G-buck subscrip-
tions? Now thar the worst is behind
you, you will have a period of real
growch, Wich Par-Tire populasicy bal-
looning (soery) you can't help but be
2 SCCEES

However, questions:

Be: Volume [, Mo, 3

13 Where is Badlands?

2 Wheee i Whiskeytown?

3} When was Reseda to the
Sea run’?

Re: Vodume 11, No. 1

1) Whene & Annadel Park?

I} Why = there no liss of
cning evenes?

It ks important for us oo keow
what's coming up and where, befoee it
actually happens. Mow thar you are
better onganized, perhaps this can be
given higher prionity

We enjoy the Tech Tips and
words on riding rechnigque. How abous
some arvicles on neas places fo nde?

Again, please accept my con-
grasularions on che oocaskon of youar
PekSureCEnn.

Yinars,

Thomas Pollack

Ediror raplies:

Baulands iy fscaivd mear Rvatlands
Caltfersia, someubery in the parweny of San
Bermardine County, Whitheyfoum iv in the
makcnrainy sair-of Resdding, Californis
Reseala-ro-thy-Sea i5 run o phy e week
of March

Aanaa’ Park 1 in Sania Rea,
Caltfornia, You will find o [ of cvemtr fn

rhiy iviwe, Thamis ?

Diear Far Tire Falk,

Always enjoy reading the FIYER
ancl | wanr to thank you for the write-
up in the 'M'.i.].'-Jumr wasine, oo CLASSIC
BICYCLE & WHIZZER NEWS.
Please be advised, chough, char CEWN
doesa’t really have & serice schedule
singe we operste on father limined

funds dise mo & divarce of the editoe-
publisher (me). The subscription guar-
anfees ik Esues, bur nor six pimes &
year. There are presently 16 back issuees

I agree with vour editorial on Fat
Tires. Only thing is, where were you
gays when [ was begging the induscry
a few years back to make Far Tire (bal-
loon cired bicycles again, | used o get
lots of horse lsaghs ar che orade shows
whenever | mentioned the topic and
one editor for a certain publication said
o mee about six years back, *You're
crary — they'|l never make ballocn rire
becycles again, thank heaven,™ “Wha'd
want ‘'em?” was the usuml reply

Fortunately, a few years laner |
was able to put my 2 cents worth in on
the Murray balloon craiser and ochers
when manufacturers all-of-a-doghone-
sudden wene back o producing bal-
looners us | had wrped esrlier, Nobody's
laughing now, bug | wish [ kad a dime
far every time they used to laugh.

By the way, | noticed you pub-
lished & kind of bibliagraphy of artiches
on ballooners a bit back and you left
out the origiral: my own, | did the first
naticawide arvicle (in face, internation-
al) oe classic balloon bicyeles @n 1977
and this was published in Jarmary 78
isswe of POPULAR MECHANICS. |
alsa did the ery firse article on balloon
clasascs revival 1o appear in a omade mag
azine in November 1979 BHCYCLE
DEALERS SHOWCASE. Owme arvicle
you listed in another tade magazine
was, ah, ub, “lifted™ from che ariginal
article | wrooe down 1o exscr wonding
and sengences and this was done a couple
of years after my own. The laccer mags.
zine was noc ar faulr, though, since the
arvicle was freclanced 1o them and chey
asjumed ot was ofiginal. In amy event,
mine was frst.

I was also che firse vo delineace, de-
fine, and caregorize the Classic Bicycle
in & COpywrEten picce dons in 1979,

I chink evemtually that people will
come around end the industry will peal-
ime ehar all Bicycles don't have to have
skinmy tires o be good.

I presently own over 20 classic
bicyeles and mose are original fie tine
bicyeles: Although my ares of imbeness
with balloon rire bicycles differs much

Cantiasnd w5 fuge 16




Fat Tire Innovators

iy &

Broaze:
First Mountain Bike Frame
in History

o Brpare i@, with i coull, regacced
A3 Qn of el MOUnain Bioe Griginators. By
davidoping a Faht weght, lugless mounfasn
belon frvma oed of 4 130 Crldo tulvmg in 1976,
ha Dovams i vivy Brsl successid moowa-
takn b frame Dol

Belore 1576, enfMusiasic widemess
halors. WD LI CLASEVS O DV Rasuoned
RiTE BR LRAT e maodled with mod-
arn 10-speed componants. Bul, with
Areans’s nndvaion in TEME, Me vsiony of
iho e b Bk dramabicaly changed, amng
CONBMUARTY, Fis T RSN S S
CADONE BiCaTg Dredly much slandand i faf
firiy Dol BrigiTeETIg.

s musior beank b, B, hag 8
bl mckly plated e and lovk, and
sophisticated componants, And i rgioiy
Al the BT IS aweiys Reghy prased

Jour Brpono & also & workd bia sounst
O g i o M Tl prasciple woho saw
fitg bekd rird winD amared by £ ngeoiy
fugh periormance and sophisncanon awn
iy piY-rond e rigling.

Brewres 51,600.00

BREEIE CYCLES
28 COUNTRY CLUB DR
MILL VALLEY, CA JuDd1

Cunningham:
Most Advanced,
Mosi Expensive Bike

Chade Corminbiganm’s aluminum fama
ko i B ST IREDMVISIVR ALY Do i
i wioks mansiniace, He £ayE, "My -
P i i1 Bukaing the moat advancod off
roand BeCyCio possibio, AS § conseguaned
have choden o ignore (within Bmis) cosl.
COMVANNOS, Sa80 of Abvcaon and pre.
v Sfyle. | have worked i imonoee and
rasfine e stancland whin Keeing e sl
OCHRRMCALy i,

Aller bz carelul examisabion of ma-
i, ALaTATLTT WS ChOSaT iov e frame
Ho 28ys, ¥ & mlafvely easy o buid o
strang, s frame. The real chalengw fov
TR NS Bean 1o make Me frame al least as
Sirang and sbf as M stamdang, whiv me-
CLUCHng h wivphl &5 much o5 possibie
Thase Guaites s ol mutually fecksvn
S DI A S0 Y e wWork Of B aovospace
arsg ircrad incusines. ™

Cunninbgam afso crenfas asveral
apacial Componants o s Dikes, such a8
[ 2000 0OSE, S0aT DOst clamp, power braves
ang 50 forfy, all Sesigned fo marmie i
b 'S poviormance. Al Ihe crafmanasi

B Far Tew Fivor

his bikgg resu¥ & @ price of £3.500 o
S4.000 retai.

Hig bk ane ourrgntly ransly S0 in
e markelplace. Less than 700 Déas faee
Bown manufaciuneg,

Bt b jusst recenly regisionsd 8 new
masier brand name, Indlan, ang ha will be
& KT MOTE AQQAESENS in InCreasing e
rumiter of e bios that he makes, ang
regucing i e

Indian ETE00.00

CUNNINGHAM APPLIED TECHNOLOGY
121 WOOD LANE
FAIRFAN, CA 94830

MountainBlkes:
Best-Known Blke

The Ritchay Frame, made by Tom
Richey, may be the Desr Enawn aame in
the LS. Fal Tire mavkaiplace. Tom Richay
& alen known &% one of e anginaion of
#oday s mountain Dig Diencmencn, which
spromd ool of B San Francscs Bay Ara

Fams mancfachesd a spechal of-road
handiatar shem wnil caliod “Su¥ Moose,
R 5 witoly used, 8 &3 WG S0 Dhag
his bikg /& e wikiarmags ok Achoy
bikos a0 disinbuted by Gary Fiaber and
Charilg Kpley of the compamy “Mountan
Bikez” in San Anselma, Ca. Memssives
WY KNCAT 25 OO BRa0erE of M 000

Tha legendary Gary Fisfer i e Srsf
rowlaiT blogr in fESIOVY B0 Rl Takon e
fendars and coaster Brake off of hs oid
PewEDADar Boy kiumkey B 13 e Bl on
daraileurs in e sady 19705,

i Il iy rnoursiain bike s, sooond-
ing fo Gary, “not just a ramesel, £'s also a
COMpInhT SHPEMM of campordnls chosan
frym e besl of bicycie and moforoycie
COMPORAnts by Wiy of oo g G ience
walfr fwess Dkas

MourianBika s g 5 o oroduos “the
wrka's maad wavsaiie Bicycin, ” io be used
4% & utiRy bine, founing B, OF @VeT 8
racing bikg in the new spor of off-raad b
CYCH SomDaishon

Everest $1.878.00
McKinley 1, 120.00
Maund Tam ET5.00
Tandem 200000

K & F MOUNTAINBIKES
PO BOX 405
FAIRFAX, CA 54330

All Tarrain :
The Strongest Bicycie

ARauh g wil-known Kidks Beotfors
of Mann County, Enk, Danvd angl Dan, wovk

oSy OGO 5 My AArEnr ways o
rvnols thair masher brand tiopcie ~Tralk
raster.” Fady and in Separate DULINGISRS.
Enik 1% concenirsiing s snive enangy i
iuricivag fal ine DADS af his MERChES ARGD
M Virley, winle Dandd and Don mansos §
Faral busiaass 5 Cove Bikashap in Tibunon,

Dion is wtso bvoived i degipning Trai
PGSO B Thick Wl Pt sl avad dasignod
& hagic form of anginal Pro-cruiser mogel
o Lol Knight, Lid sevecsl years aga

Enk's dream i3 o budd “The airongest
bicycip i e workl” To give maxinum
Erangity o S Sivaving Sysiam, hi U0 @
BMX shelg siraightt Beond kork istesd of &
Fapaned cuning fork. Me chooses Luibing
radanal vevy camiuly io be ate i put lo-
othor sb¥ and mgid TIG wolded rames. He
#150 ehways erchanges ideas with meiphbor
Manvng spch as Charke Kety and Gary
Fishar of MourenBkes, Seve Pors of
Widernass Trad Bikes, Chavle Comningham
of Cunningham Appled Technology, Jow
Broaze of Broese Cycles, eic. i come up
with batior idpas fo dmorows his Frame i
Quakty ang i oost Erdly Hodd s receatly
formmad & niw copanaion with his pariners
caled AN Tarain Bicyolss.” oF simply
A T " o take can of wholisale businass
i il fire BDS 00 COMpONGNT

Tradimaster 31,500.00

ALL TERRAIN BICYCLES
235 SHORELINE HWTY,
MILL VALLEY, CA 94541

Mantis Bicycle Co
Firest Craftsmanship of Al

The mosl datineiive and charsciansie
fpaiurg of Mards bicycles & probably tha
beautiul finizh work and fine cetals. Da
thalr “Shevpa ™ modal, 0035 wall larpe of-
amalar 4 130 Crido hutsng s jolned ina hesg
less Briring fechaigue. The points ang T
tand finisted, progucing lage, gracel B-
ofs WAnOUT undlarcoliing B b, Ahouph
s i of corsiruclion & B consum-
iy and Macafors costly, Bhe rosolf ls da-
ponclabiity in performance ant basty of
PDRRANCE. 1 otfar words, s worthwhia

Richard Cunringham, ol neated 10
Chinbg i Northern Ca ., & also very agpros-
sive in promoling Doth fis crOSS COUNY
COMpRitve racing bie and e fowning bk,
o says, "Cross counry rIcing i one of M
most srciing and Msheel growsng cycle
ApovTE foday. Lind the advant of tho 26
whesl multinds speed oif-roed Biopcie, off-
raad rasng was confined o shorl, clasod
gt fracks dessgred for Cyclocmas oF
BAMX thype bicycigd. CrRogs SOURNYY Facing
integratad the qualtes of both cyclocoss

All Terrain Bicycle Specialists in the U.5.A.

ang BMX whout tho miabon of closod
circod Tr secénmms of compaling o1 &
20 /g COUrRS ViR EIROD g rOS0E, Siream
crossings, and wending trails & incradible’

Fuow this, he ceveloped the XUH model
fmran paint on all models hphighls thes
GutSlandriy Crafimanshg

XCR $1.605.00
Shavpa 1.550.00
Overland (Frame Kif) T50.00

MANTIS BICYCLE CO.
350 E. DRANGETHDRPE #27
FLACENTIA. CA 82670

Maourntain Goat Cycles:
The Mos! Unigue Kiunker

Wi, Jaff Lincizay is nof now fo the b
cych incstry — pears of iding sxpeiance
and frama buding ane e sobd foundanon
fow i Mocrsiain Gow Cycins.

Applying his 10-5peed Dicyche lchnod-
ey, e staried pulting Ms full energy mic
Fam bliking of high-lech fal tro bcycios
i TOAD. Je US0d Several Unigoe OwSgn
wdnag. O GRENACI CRARSCIMRRNS 5 pual
4130 Cridio sfasd for the lop and down lubag
o e WD mooks of Mountan Goal rames:
A duralve ol i5 g with [ mfarkock-
) consuchon, neswbng in a sh¥ fame
thal eohances byt mansuvenvaleiny and
o oY,

Alss, Joff MEEIRCiras 8 O0e-DRcE
Farncipbar ' shom unit wisch is sirslar in con-
capt i Torm Alchay's “Bulmonss, ” bl dif-
fareni in appearance. Tha Mountasn Goaf
FarsR i Lt i @ T shape, whone
a3 Bulimoose fas Inanguiar casgn

JaiFE e craftemanshig in g, Brar-
i ang Sedling o lrame algnment is highily
gD wnd g bl and coloriud pasnt
attract peapde who soe i

Mounitain Gosl Deluny $1.505.00
Mourdain Goal 1.205.00
Escape Goat TEs.00

MOUNTAIN GOAT CYCLES
PO BOX J5d
CHICO, CA g7

Rocky Mountain Bicycle Works:
Winter Application to Kiunkers

Many mome poople are soding now
Shmardions 1o B vaveality of tha fal B
bicycle. Wo already know that the faf bre
Bécycle can be rdden on all lara. Now:,
¥ is o longer a soasonal mode of frans.
portaton. Mén Fust of Rocky Mounfsn
Bicycle Wame. who moved ool of e o
iginal kKunkors' nest of Mann County fo
e fooihily of Bhe Rocky Mounfaing i few
VTS B0 IS axparaTEing Wil fire chang
on kiurvsr bioes for e on Colvado’s
iy, snpw-packed sireety

Mol onfy that, e 5 ako ceveloping
Such sgupmend 83 Hudded hees, v uil
LG fouph wisather Condibions.

Miks curranily has s bives snd
COMPONIVIE Laddr Srinimd Mg oon-
cimang A becycly rama and lork he Dot
% crossing Canada. The rder ket Van-
oo, B0, Jan T, and plens ko rids dhe
A.800 milas fo HaWar o0 the Allandis
Coagl, i rouphly o manths, i will be a
good apooualy io S M results of B
tost through ioe, snowy mud, and femp-
aranves iy Haknk o

Future innovahve effors ke whal
AMikg @ ooing may make f W Dicycies
usafil not oaly in ail faran and alf wearf-
&, buf also in all human eshdes

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BICYCLE WORKS
6524 MESA RD
FOUNTARM, CO. BO817

Specialized:
First Volume Markeler

W5 ok el i mpw becycie, 3 @ whoks
mow spovrt.” This has bean Dhe ed i
Speciakred’s i dro bike advertising for
B dar TOEL.

Aike Simyard, president of Special
ired. hag boan poneanng nol omy W o
engling N-spead bicyche markel but i
adhar becycle ralaled and un-relsied man-
ifplacat. & ceand a broad cemand for
e faf hre Dukg. HiE sdvierideig PEE
mached i ol the haoycke publkcations
SOTHE MADT RERESAPITE and enfevian.
MR TAGAZNS, and gven some of the
mail order Gt calaloge, o gel maxi
ITHATY QEDOSUTE

Thig king' of DAONeanng Mones & oor

fain amownd of nek Becavse no one alie
G0E i, f i3 harg dor e Sompany i maa
sure M offect of the promotion and e
rpgels of the sl imostmend. Suf Mile
boloves dhat the faf fre bike frad @ Beigie
ot Becmise X i3 8 brand now, onginal
concapt. TREugh Iamandous makal /-
sewvch, incluging slansive coflacton of
i SN, Mike aieacy hao hiv basic
safes propctons complaled and the Bl
produciion model designed fwith e oo
ApEratGn of SORgVEr Tam NBanE) fea
yous 250,
Now, JSm Mevz, known s one of the
gt rarmbuliciers i fa 05 . fae jodnand
Spaciaired o dasgn hiure Drocucts Al
firsd, MAED Fargened &f 4 STS0.00 pice with
the “Stumpiumper’” modal, which has be-
come ang of the masr mcognaed s Bro
beke brand nomas. Then, he came oul with
i S400.00 “STmpumper Spor mode,
before anpone ofse god info thal price
rEngw. Belore SpRciTed, good, sophe
ficald faf B b wand coly for g hand-
fid of ppople who cane aboul gualty and
cisregand cosl Wowewer, Fvouglh Special
(regy angwesnng and markednyg afiads,
M g fird DV Pl DaCOme afardaby o
oroknary peopds wiho do nol wanl 6 soend
mong than $1.000 00 on fpdr bines. Con
Sequally, Smpmps and STrnLmnes
Spont have become e Al suconsshaly
aniling fegh volem faf e Bdes i e U5
Spocaiied GORANEE MECOQMNON & M
majgy fnroe in brosdening the maksl soe
fowr Faf fire: Decyoles

Stumpiumper $750.00
Stumprumper Spovt 459,00
SPECIALITED

B44 JURY CT

SAN JOSE, CA 95112

Pricg a79 Suggeshed read as of Fab. 1983

Fat Teo Fiyar T




fi-road mountain bikes are
geared differendly from ple-
heian racing or touring hikes:
i lower s you pedal fracher
i parsh) up any hill thas your
whel can grab.
= The gear train is designed for
yuick puositive shafting under losd.
= Thie steps hetween gears sre wider
s that when vou shilt one step,
you feel a synificm difference.
= Mountain bikes use exica-long
cranks w go with the T s bice,
seand-upeaned-stomp, hill-climbsing
technique,
The components are bullee-proaf
i sarvive in the high-shock, wr,
dirry, off-road envirmnmens.

Five years ago, the pioacer
homber-bikers made thoir gear
prasms with hybirad mutoecs of MY
cacing. and tuuring companenis.
The Movnt Tam-Hepack rese labor-
stisry sowsn shgwed] up the weak sis-
ters. The Bg of sorvivors speead by
word of mouch, | recall Stemgshe-Ui5A
telling e than they were selfling
Four feone derailleurs for every roar
derailleinr, The SLJA-223 was an
early sacy

Ty, michangadn bike wiles are
miore than 5 perecor of the LS
marker, Sakae, Shimann, Saginoe
SunTour and - Takagi now  pro-
vide partial or complote geupos
of  factorvedesigned  moonain
COTHRIETIAS,

e grang o rell you bowe oo use
this Aew equipment o provide a
paikosrvel -0 u gear rain for your
s karn bike

If you use your mouncin bike

e,

8 Far Tow Faywr

mmainky on paed rosds, wou'll prob-
ably be happier with a conventional
Half-Step plus Granny curing gear
wrain. See the March, 1981, issue of
“Ricycling™ magazine for demmils of
comventional bike geasing.

Choosing High Gear

High gear uses the hig chain-
whegl and the liode freewheel
sprocket, The normal way o seleo
VO -“imw High is o pick the
wrong o for yoar fese gear trsn,
You correer the mischoice the sece
ol o third fime around, The muer-
mal way is also probably the besi
Wiy, SINCE NG WO aHAINTEineers
have the same serengrh or pedal
ower the same fereain, Anyway,
here are my rough and feady Blues.

High should be samew e h¢'
rweent 8% and 105 inches, The higl
eat vwir o three gears Loe, the bag
chasnwheel - gears) sre mosily wsed
on pavied roads, gerting oo ancd fram
whe erails, You won't be peslalling
chwnhall ar L rpem andd 35 mph on
rough erails unlbess vou owne soock in
an emergency hwapital. . The lomg,
17%mm w [§5mm, cranks show yous
cademce dowr i, whigh lges you
push a raller High geas, This effece
seems o be cancelled our by the
higher wind resistance of the up-=
angd chi slighaly hagh
er rolling resistance of far rires.

The standard arcangements wie
A Ld-gumach frevw el sprocke e
dscechaim Toad, You amshine this
with a hig chminwheel mn vhe 46w
8 2-pewsth ramgge oo give yom W G B0N
inch High.

If you like bombing dawnhill

right prie

PART |

GEAR
SELECTION

r
Y
:'

on paved roachs, you might want a
High abeve 1K) inches. The 13-
towsth Frecwheel s a betier anawer
than an oversize chaimwioel, and it
keeps the trone derasilleur capacity
within bounds.

Big chainwheels under abour
ifeperth may drop the frone derail-
leur tise bw, The heel of the front
derailleur may foul ihe rear deral-
lewr cabbe unless e cable is roured
wnder the botom bracked,

Choosing Low Gear

This is siraightforward, ar kesse
as | see o, Yiul can't be o lon when
yoare awungmin climbing, and you
can always use scomwl gear. Insall
the simallest granny chainwhed] tha
will fir your crankset. Combine this
with o 3=tuaah hig freewhec]
sprcker. Low will be i che 19 w
12 ch range, depending on wheth-
o v crankset wkes a M. M or
Fi-wodah channdhes]

1 vow pmally want oo radiaee o
macho image, wse 3 Mor A-gooch
large <procket. This limics the usefil
ramge of your middle chainwheel
whire you spend mwst of your time,

sunTour's Al rear derailleurs
i & herosc job on the SE-tooth AG
spewcker. | see the main mole of de
ARetooth as an econuemy wide-range
five-speed or a ten-speed with an

Asheabula crankser.

middle chainwheel 1 for level and
wphill vrails, The inner chainwhecl
is oaly used with the two or three
big Freewheel sprockes, These bull-
low gears are usex] for belaying up
vertscal pitches. The chain will hang
slack in the listhe-licthe pears and it's
assumed you have the brains not oo
wse them,

Almwse all shifts are made on
the rear deraitleur, Theres nn effor
to coordisate the gears between
chainwheels because there’s no dou-
bile shifting.

If you buy my proposal char
all mountain freewhecls should
have & 14 o 54 spread aml you
like relatively even steps betwoen
grars, then your five cog should be
Ti-17-21-26=34, and your six-oog
shawbd be 14-17-20-24-28-34. This
gives 15 powcent steps and 20 por-
cent steps between gears, rospoc
vively. You can move s tooth or two
an these seloctis oo suit your fay.,

Fick the middle chainwheel
sonmew here berw een 1 angd 42 reeth
o match your hills, your ceank
lengeh, and the boli circle of your
quasliriceps, Smaller middle chain-
whesls climb siceper hills and spin
out earlier on level traals, 15 the misd-
e chainwheel is te small, you nln

wspaRiner W from
the granmmy,
chain hies

:hnn-rhwl shmulennenusdy.

|n|h¢“lﬂﬂ“h‘_ﬂ'l‘"

Coming next imue:
THE SUNTOUR AND SHIMAMNO
GROUPO SHOWDOWN
by Glenn Odell.
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Len's nalk handles--you kaow | that
pare of the bike you hang on to. There
are several elemenes imvalved . the stem,
handlchars, beake and shift levers and
the prips, bur we'll confine our arcen-
eson beve b0 just che handlehars

First the stem: rhere are two
staridards for stem dismeter, Amsccan
L8 and the rest of the world
(22 Xmm). All ald-sryle curved-frame
cruisers and BMX bikes use the
{approximazely 2 lmim) size, The
tor che smaller size s chae
the steening rubes for chese b
miade cut of cheaper steel, requiring a
thicker wall. Ewropean racing bicyeles
have a chrome-moly weerer which re-
quires bess wall dhickmess, s the stem
was slightly large, and ehis sce the
seandard for all eeher bdloes, All im-
parted Fae 1
btter dormestic verions use th
22 2mm standard, buat st you're doing a
conversion o wsing & BMX foek re-
member to wse the B3

Muasc Far Tire riders use some ver-
svon of flar handlebars, which were our
W vigue for fifteen years or so while
dropped bars were popular, Cff-road
riding requires mose keverage foe congnd
ared less emphasis on serodynamic md
¢ podation than nosd cycling, and dhe
£ hass make a cosvermone bacation for
“thurnbshafters” and momoncycle-type
brake kevers. High-rae bars are popular
with rhe BMX ser, bur they are &
ATy
1 bar allows fudet to
hake while asrbarne because
it prowsdes a bong vertical lever arm, ic

Eukes amd st of the

(400 8 (E T

Thar really doesm't even begin o
cover the subjecr of handlehars, belave

I,l’ o not, bt ir shoukd Bald you for
mow. | 'We haven't even discusaed pallos-

12 Fai Twe Fiyar

makes climbing difficule becausse i
shifies the rider’s weighr o the reas anc
pulls the front wheel off the ground on
soeep slopes. Also, high bars will maor
allow the rider o use his arms effec-
tively while climbing because they

n the extenion

There afe srveral minenvacve p
o handlebass com
n designers. Some of thowe have
alresdy been picked up on by the for-
clgn lacks
thaugh they are the wave of the Farure
The problem off-road designers have
taced is thar this mew eype of bovwle

g from

requises & hand posicson thar wad not
nshle feom res

the ganden vamety.

Bullmonse (TM1™
Criman Bars™ imcorpo
mices che handlebar, which
means there it one less pare 10 work
locae. The other side of the coim 18 thar
chere isn'y podsable
smide from rusing or kevening the stem,
a travel of abour an inch. Ricchey alsa
muked a "Bullmoose” bar char elimin
ages the use af a scem; a chrome-maly
sloeve @ silver-wldored inco the steening
tube, and the bars clamp direcely oneo
thag. This saves che weight of che lomg
stoel bolt foured i mosr soeme.

wh dd o i

Muogorcycle bars are popular with
muany builders, even though mecdifica-
TiDNS AFE SOMELIMES. eTeisary 1o muke
them work, Magurs, a German mofor-
cycle pare ¢
trals handlcbar that i3 popular, al
thaugh mase nders wall cut chem & lic-
tle shorver chan the 337 origimal lengrh
The problem with chese '™ diamerer
bars is bow o aresch thems o ehe Bk,
because readitional road stem clamps are
one inch of so. IF ehe road
et a handlebar sham to make iz he
These o
aned ally

pasy, mabe an alloy

i e,

e in gwn inds, seeel (chesgn)

sabvantayge g an alum
it i5 Jess likely o cur inee the bar and
weaken it ar a high-sress poine

Inscead of & vradicsonal seem, cus-
toum framee buslders such as Jor Breeze,
Buoss Schafer, and Steve Porrs make a
stem from chrome-moly thae clamgs
erod e il fork
arml alss e i, This alliews dhe
soeen e be shoped upwand, the opposine
eletection from s road sem, and puts
the erads of the handiebars in the pre-
ferred pone. (This idea probably ongin-
ared with Rinchey, who firse used it om
road bilkes., )

The maost radical handlehar grea-
mene we've seen i the siyle popular in
Crested Burre, Colorado, A pair of rood
drop-bary 15 wed, bur the lower ends
are spread out a few inches. A very long
stem I8 necessary 6o raise the grasping
smrfaces to the proper height, Inscead of
mocrcycle levers and rhumbshidters che
locals use bar-end shifters and regular

onbe 4 dleeve sdllver-so

block sseme. b In furure issues we'll dis-
cuss them i mbmine derail, and unril

then, hold on mo whar you've gor, wun-
less you ser wwmething berer

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FORMING

Regular subscribers will have
nociced the inclusion in kst monsth's
isse of a sheet announcing the fonma-
tion of the Mational Off-Road Bicycle
Aszociarion, While the FAT TIRE
FIXER is not dieccely mvedved with
this organization, we have agreed to
help them get off the ground by dis-
teibuting literature and sending a free
issue to mew members who aren’t al-
ready subscribers.

The announced parpcses of the As-
saciation (NORDBA for shoned inglude

lobbying for acoess 1o public lunds, and
ancesoming off-road racing, The laccer
purpase 13 boroming imporast & mone
aml moee competitve evenes are staged
arad run ineo difficuleies wich soess for
reasons of either govermment policy or
lack of insurance. The adwantage of
a mational body is char ingurance for
races, @ mapor ingredient o gerting
permission o use publc lands, would
be available to race promocers at o rea-
sonable cose. Aside from the access is-
fue, amy race promoter would be well
advized m litigation-onenced calnare 1o
b covered by some kind of irsurnce,

i il & wapay for
Breen

anl MORBA will be in a good position
o supply it

The race sancrioning aspect af
NORBA is tied ta insurance in several
wayi. As mentioned, races can be kept
lawer if a large number of participanss
and events are covered by the same pal-
icy. One palicy, for instance, will cover
any number of participants and events
for a premmum of wme 3750 @ year
Compare chis 1o the face that mdividu-
als who promaote only one cace a yoar
cunrently have oo pay presnduims of up
1o several hurdred dollars co msare thar
event. Before an insurance company
will rake on this kind of policy, they
want to know thar some minimum
precautions are mken o keep partici-
pants alive, a facvor not usually con-
sideped by participants bur essencial o
underwriters. The exsence of all vhis
verbodity is that chey wanr 1o see a set
of more or bes standard nales char e
quire riders have rwoe things, a stop-
ping device {commonly known as a
brake), and something slightly sriffer
than a fedom {a panama perhaps) for
head provecrion. (Moewe thar we didn’t

1

say “helmer, )

The off-road bicycling movement
will meed repretenmacion in goverament
cirches, essentially a lobbying body
o inBuence legislation rhae affects our
Bicycling activicues, and for obviows rea
somd & national body represnring a vars-
ety of consceruencies will be che st
effective. Other sporting groups wha
use the same lands, sach as equescrians,
motorcycline, and hikers, have lobby-
ing ofganizations which occasionally
work at oross-purpeses (o rhe ingercis
af bacyclims, and it & esseneial ehar we
have a voice where imporeant docissons
are being made

Aconading o spokeiman JMI:
Ingram of Concoed, Califoenia, a set of
simple rules has been deawn up by the

Comtresed v pagr 15
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The “"(adyszey™ from Paul Larson Products is 2 syseem
of three bags which can be sssembled im several ways, as a
g

According 1o the mamuficrurer B0 pains afe sparcd 0 wsing

g g

ecle pouring bag see, a3 & backpack , asd as a trase
R D F

the highest quality materals, mcluding the

Lot Zippors
g-lasting
v the backpack and parnsce confgurations are designed for
i Funct derral stiHener as
¢ beit mountanoonng packs, and the pannicrs ane

made, 1 oeder 0o make che system nagped and |
B

TN
[

desigaed o be waterprool usder deluge conditiom.
K T

s, The backpack has ar

ar

(A prochece review of the Odvisey will appear in a faturne
issue of the FTF,)

BLACKBURN BX-1 BOTTLE CASE

has reached the baoc

Arvone wh
andd reached for hosfher bocele Full of cool, refrething ligquad
i ot has evacuaied balfway do

amnly bo fined

this baftle cage frsm Blackburn Disigns.

Made jusr for

ol Pt

Mosot's Mountan «

they can b

as HMA, 27

tom of & rough downhi

n will appreciare

MOOTS MOUNTS

wigh thas ersusne For cantibever brakes chan boldrs oneo the fork E |
insvead of being brazed on. Aside from che obvesous advanrage (V) |
of reducing rhe complex f mounting, the makers sy that

e 10 s

. anud the standasrd of the indudtry, 267

PLP “ODYSSEY"
PANNIER/PACK
SYSTEM

ol Svcamboar, Colorado, has come ap

# whewl sues, such

wherls |

%g![
APPROPRIATE
DESIGNS SADDLE
This saddle from Appropriate Designs is similar oo
mimt ocher saddbes, with one mapor difference. Undereearh
there i a small pocker berween the rasls, wark

sure; che ohwiows stash for pools, small spare pares, and any

orher small seashables

& mppee Clo-

' rat Vew o

—

2o TELL ME PBoul
THIS ROCK OPERA
You WEMT TO, BALMY.,

Airborne: adw

good or bad, depend
mg om whether perfnrmed wieh of weibous
the biyale

hadl oaur: e

g rhe
back

Prasm {TIRMEE

¥ baocas andor
pack wiver unsucoessiul
b0 be peleased frowm

FOCArY IR ROOT

follerming o minor infraction like |

roen see the “no trespasing™ sign
Hee (baguek adwting (e doparr 1. Mo
& achvertied, wn in “Hey, this tbrand named
devaillowr (beuke, wheel, vire} is boge

Brang] X: ssor

thas your own

any type of bike ocher

Cha muon: all puspose greering of depart-
g SAlE

il
Clunk e mnerosduciion); imrgeurge el
Tir ride a bicycle in the halls

Clunk; ssew: refers 1o sound made B

namber of mechanscal dilboalied, ¢ g

eanlleur fallis

off, wheel collapeing, o

Clunker: sssw: & Fat Tiee Bike usually
wod af the parviving fragments of

three ol one-sperds and rwo ren-speeds

[

Clunguer, dunguere: ssew; (rom the
ongimal French, one whe clunques

MEAAPLEF, GReoP 5 ROCKERS 1F

FHEVER SEER] PLESTED 03 wir MITS

GLOSSARY

Evry apart o activily develops
it oy siang, and Fal Tire Flping ia mo
different. We could quil there, because
st satement sands by fsed, but any
readier of Specialty MEgarines knows
wihad i caming nexd: The Gicssary. in
our lypical meddlesams way we have

a Fai Tire Bike on poor road surfsces )
inde someliWag el resambles an artl-
che, burd b ot

Crms=up: fraw
sppoite direct
| 15 B t ihe gang at clowin at

the bake shop hert thow wp an hoar

late and wiand an the wrong comer

Cruisen; ad descntes a stare of Fa

Tire cuphonia, wually used with the word
he” as in “always be cruseen

ire: muer: the surface of moss good moads
nances 1o be

Has bevn shown in many
seronger than bikes

Bar ic:
ared clhosie imapuec
wie the oppore

oy
b o susface, and
¥ i have husch

HE TO MY Luy PAP W_H.ﬁ.‘.
THE ForD F T THLoty T
HAD Ful Dow’ P18

&

L4

it oo
e

T

Flat qure

because you

thee Bivyile bodding
i place where re rowds
1 be whete we goe ki

Ginarly iknarly, narly, etk
dalficale ghag 185

daltive:

Jumgle-croms: sae; any fate so cvEEgrOwa

limirs of Far Tire Fum

chilbe cormer techinages
Skinmy-tired: adpy describes an ex

hausred and underweighe

idaal

el exhaneed be
fude is even half over

Thre
foic a

AT Rinite
Tire: meww: the intevface berween bi-
yche sl posd, Uisslly el b che al-
jecrmve “fag

Transpa: saws; muthosd of travel, mch a8 a
clunker” (see abowe)

Whoelic: s 8 masawver with no practi

cal application.,
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CHAIN GANG BIKE SHOP

FEry

3rd annual

3-7TTE50r 243710 (9N16)

WHISKEYTOWN 5! :
DOWNHILL |5 &
Q g2k -
L
5
£
LH
8

MARIN'S MOUNTAIN BIKE
HEADQUARTERS

Village
Peddler

featuring:

SPECIALITED STUMPIMPER
CYCLE PRO CUSTOM 5

KHS SUNDANCER

KHS SIERRA SPORT 15 spd
STUMPIUMPER SPORT

1141 Magnolia
L:riumu}w.l:dll',
(415 l-mj

from your own, | appeeciare whar you
are doing and your enthusisem for same,

| might add char [ do scoually ride
mosz of my rideable bicycles and ery
o eoeate 8o that all are given exercise
az bease once o year, Since ['m not out
ta grab the land speed recoed (few real-
ly are), 1 enjoy going for a leisarely
cruise on one of my classic bicycles and
never have to worry abour geeeing
caught in a sewer grate of cracks in the
pavement, etc, Ie's also & pleasure o sic
on a sesr which docsn’t resemble &
vimyl-covered Jud!

Thanks agaan. Happy Bicycling,

Leon Dixon

oeganizing commiceee, whick wil be im
effect for sanctioned cvenes until a oruly
national meeting can be armnged and a
finalized vemidon of mce rules worked
out, The curmens rales are shore and in-
chude the headgear and beake require-
mmaerit as well a5 & few mules agasnsr un-
limired bécycle subscsurion. Although
the membeni of the ad hoc comendtees
are all feoen Morthern Califoenia, lagram
says that Far Tire folks from all over the
country have expressed ingercie, as well
& some from ocher countrics, and char &
natignal oetwork of chapess would be
negessary for the ofgamization o be a
represengative body. Ouher arcas where
interest i irong in Far Tiee bakes in-
clude all ehe Rocky Mouniesin jgates and
the Weir Coase, and chere are regional
groups forming, if only for che purpose
of riding together, in many ocher ancas
such a5 Mew Englang, Florida, Tesas,
and Pennsylvania. Local geowps will be
the key to susccess says Imgram,
because members must bave a voice in
the arganizrion o make it efecrive,

Membership inceatives for com-
petitive riders inclisde the possibilicy of
troe nacional championships o setle
the issue once and for all (ome year at a
timee, thar is), who is the goarliese Far
Tiee jockey in the land, Reguonal poime
schemes have also been proposed so
locals can ger eogether for all-season
long dine chewing

Hew ot the FLYER we'll wick sar
meki ol & little awd say thar wy think a
Rational orgamization o med ewly necesary,
bud alis imevitably, and we wish NORBA
swcness, For fartber information you can
wrike thems (uend @ vavgped, self sldveried
exvilapi) @i N.OR.B.A,., P.O. Bax
$313, Mil! Vinlley, Californis 94942 ‘r

2

gunTour US.A

-, Ing.

ALL TERRAIN BICYCLES
TRAILMASTER, DEFT. F

235 Shorsling Hwy

Ml Valay, CA g4047

COVE BIKE SHOP

1 Blackfiadd Dr.

Tibwron, CA S4620

415/383-7405
415/388-0880

Fpll inquires Ol
MANL ORDER CATALOGUE £3.00

BIKES - FRAMESETS - PARTS - TOOLS

Fal Tiew Fopr 17




Dear Ladies and Genflaman of ihe FAT THRE FLYER,

I've discovered & gold mine! To

Brown dhowed me same back issuct of
the EAT TIRE FINER ase peally ©

v check Foe the firg of many

the b nows

lettee D've seen yer. For muany yean |

always ki

w cheer was rasma fock and

joe climbing and rasta elemark skimg
Pt Ricky Cha [y ¢
wizced me to expand the di
her--Monarins m

ol ha con

praps; could | bave one
se ad Yy VETy W
Ir 65%chw i
atly apeaes u 6 wall plas
oy Ceoneakes™ of ahee Buanadichars
¢ Spoody s lonely amd geming o o ar
everyine nesds a male 10y
warrs wirh; rhe enalaughs of anocher
cold M
ErEiag
Anyway, 1 chinl
Bosas—just fipping

15 N Uk (wE e

uadded furcs ser upd
e FTF is fabw

ugh the pages

aends hot Pushes (pom the ooee ol
by and cleconiying challs dos
T soon L pant e '}

prohsiely, eceragwally; all-mc

IR B all of & sudden,
{ih Oh B B oo EET 00
v Far Tise bike and ger off on 2 wikl

mde down asy of the

aals
ging mady thar lace the N wnal Fosest

boeder Muiioula. IF the bioe
e e pe
pararly sarishad

lands rha
;

vive, WE T

sl

s, only 1e
Fat Tire biloes have pme began g0
carch on up beee (we'en kand of ilow

changes), O local bike sbop whick

deals ig “Srumpjumpers’ has been

e |l

e they'te g
anicely ou
ocher Fat Ture bikes in cown by about 3

welling t

g out of

seyle they < nuribee all

My guess is chat there sim Cufre

v 1} chunkers o Mimoula of &l

snly peen e Rirchey
Bike,” whach 15 ewned By

of duaatisic
oyl wre mow allowed i ase ©

§ a O ihderncia by the 15
arcas rhat afe Cur

v being consideend for Wilderies
warion Dcalbed L
Apvaih, One of rhe main e | e
fiar ey bk is oo Baul losds of hardwarne

css Srudy

sl eqquipEmes

neo various caryess of che Bicerm

o wir Il have 3l chose El Cap
1 the Valley up hor bag

firs ascenis). Lnloet

& wally are locaed wgh
Absarokes-Bea h Wildorneia Ares
and the Sclway-Birersoo: Wike
Area, which lie on the Montasa-
Boeder. Serve Sarofl of Mrsoula gha
Rauthesnake W
Area lasx wreek, haul

podle oaar of &

ply of wenison. (30 b
baggage for o Fat Tire
I all of my wihderness siding |

we only enwoanoered one ranger, |

y gt away weh a fine becuse

| cxied, pheadied ignorance, and shined

Biis booes! | explained o him bt che
raithesd prade “No
pigcd Vehack

and 1 qual-

e

s paichaer of chise caprguries
kel rhar, even thoagh the

yehacles al

ul tsasapoer ibi
cyihes
hicveles huve almost s eoold

envirerinenml Smpact-oen

by toarl

paires

rion amd veproation has actribured m

sl horse pagey is

B0k SO MR

chey get away suth because they &
al bos praragot, b
s wigh the rangee did liecle

easte thas ke him mad. He ©

« mail e weth s fne, w0l ©

ddomn sl gk 1

w an vabellgen

manner about fecres

isscs such s caifying capanry, smpacd

assemamced, beveh of appraprule uoe and

the wikberness and

o e o

ated wirh the agemcy mandge
wilderness, (1 had st finished
a rescarch papor fin k-
! esablubong wildefies carry g

T

I

pacabies for 2 W

ey Masagoment
m

¢lags and | was casily in & g

oot of my

blow o wway weilh the prod
research. ) All he ded was suggrie thar |
wibe my Sceatoed and Congfeasman,

i, i sty o of Wikder
ness Ancas oo oy bk

I've ¢ lesded Froem all ohis

w

poliics FRE MaSABETTENT &

misey wet Boach
v Wildernema Act of 1564, and thar
v chome polsics in fweor of the
clist womld be ke pallsg neevhs

deeply rooted i the pre

kely t0 happes usles mons ihan hald
rhe U5 eakes up Fat Tare rid
pamscs & unanimns demand
the pa

g and ex

¢ legisla

wmom chas woubd e
by the Wildermas Aot
Meanwhile, T
wisming g0 el incraiionally) in Wilder
ness area and nak 3 fne o @il I'm
pla
Jands snd SLM lancs which srcn'e
designaced Wildermnan for furuee nding
warher chan appmsck
'm
hoping eo get away with riding sonss
ghe Bob Marbull Wilderness Aneas the
trails are mellow and the raager parols
alrmawi onexigons, There i rach aony
i my aying that too many good neding
e an Western Montana are designaeed

Wildersra”

seh

& on wecking our Matenal Forne

-

Bt
e of & padn, Sorry
i half of chut lexver

we by no ofgaRiaed

bacycling v
plaining

AL [prese
clunkce fice or

suf evenes antand (hese

parts; perhags in the spruiglims & ©

g s |ests of mcellent pos

€ OUL MHTHE

3. Toay and |

sible poars and races, bue we haven't

e soen thle FOUDES PRI OfF Magn

pether
we'll kecp you posied a0 the FLYER
spread the woed. [l s il | can come ap
e S

Al WIS B W RIT WTE VIR B

1

wi

h af sl g of inoenrid
far the FTE. Tony should be snding you

e

SABLEFIZIAG yOUP LiPEY

By bye and happy
Kt Klesner

— —FROM

AVAILABLE NOW!

K & F MOUNTAINBIKES

—— MOUNTAINBIKES + PARTS = ACCESSORIES ——
Send $1 to: K & F MountainBikes

1501 San Anselmo Ave.

San Anselmo, CA 94960



'BOX 757 FAIRFAX CA.94930

The FAT TIRE FLYER
understands your
concern regarding Fat
Tire riding because

it comes from people

who ride Fat Tire bikes.

We are timely,
informative and aware
of the things that

you need to know to
keep you on top of
off-road riding, racing,
touring, commuting;
all aspects of Fat Tires
and all applications.
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