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Editorial

A number ol recent developments have given crodence, impetus,
and other Large and obscure bat encouraging words 1o the Fat Tire
maovement. The recent Rock Hopper race in Samta Rosa drew some
162 entrants and quite a collection of fancy machinery for an event
that was conducted with technical polish reminiscent of big-time
rond bicycle racing. And an the Las Vegas Interbike trade show
neearly every major manufacturer bad some new balloon tire product
Suddenly, imstead of being a bunch of nostalgic cvelists longing log
ures and times whose ern has passed, we are the future of bicycling

Now that every manufacturer in the workd is bringing oul some
kind of Fat Tire bike, a lot of resders are asking lor advice (thats
right, advice) on what kind to buy, This is a more difficult question
than it seems at first. Most of us here in the hean of Flyer country
are very far into this mode ol transpe amd as a resull have invespcd
some fairly substantial bucks in the necessary equipment, the kind it
takes to keep up with what's happening. In other wonds, we really
like the good stufl, and we can be accused of bias towand the
equipment we nide. But if we tell people that they need 10 spend
huge amounts on the right gear, it isnY fair cither 1o the
manufacturer or 1o the reader. because there are all levels of cyclists
and all levels of equipment, and cach has a place in the movement

i S

Mot 1o belabor the obvious, the more you spend, the mone you
gt in the way of performance and dependablity. The minimum vou
should expect 10 spend, however, is 5250, and the bike you pet for
that price will have room for substantial improvement with the
addition of better companents. Al the upper end of the scale, you
can pay lrom 515300 1o $2500 on a hand-crafied, precision machine
with a custom frame and the best components, Most riders will opt
for something between the extremes, and will pay from S50 10 SN0
for good, solid, warking machinery.

Rather than put ourselves on the spot by telling everyone el how
to spend their hard-earned shekels, we are onee again asking lor
reader input, We want o know if you have had any problems with
your ke, what the problems were and how you solved them, and
what kind ol bike it is. With input from readers we can help target
what kind ol bikes people are buying, and as a result we will be able
Lo offer more concrete advice (that’s nght, advice),

Fat Feedback

Hella,

I'm 50 ghad to soc an off-road
publication in crealition. We've
been riding “off road™ here in
Laguna Canyon for & couple of
vears and have pul wgether quite
a conmingency (about 15 riders).
We're more into downhill
blasting than distance riding. but
we do both. | grew up 11
Durango, Colorado and ded this
riding quite a bil as a kid, | got
m1o riad racing at 18 then
myoved oul bere where there’s
more cars than raad, so I'm
“all™. My panner and | are going
1o apen our own exclusive “ofl-
road”™ shop, so if you could send
me some advertising info, i
would be much appreciated,
Andy Schoembs
Laguna Canyon,CA

Dear Fat Tire Flyer,

My name is Brooe James. |
manage & bike shop in a lnk
town called Ofai (0O-hi) nesthed
completely by mountains, about
11 miles inland from Ventura,
California,

We baoast about fifteen
members 1n our group called
TOPA TOPA TERRORIZERS
all of which are fatty tire eaters
and flyers. (As RUCA. of Cotat,
CA coined so well in your July
FTF).

We've found that our town has
gone nuts over fat tres, and o in
response we'ne going o have
annual ours and mees very sooan,
but we would like some feedback
Fraam your lacal FTF readers.

In response please write 10;

Open Space

1203-b Maricopa Hwy
O, CA 90023

(Aun: Broce)

Thanks!! Happy Fai T
Flying everybody!!

Fat Ones,

I want to congratulate you on
the sheer enthusiastic exuberance
of your publication. You clearky
behieve that balloaners are the
hertiest thing since sunburm

However, asde from race
results | ho-hum) and advensing,
the maghs writing scems 1o be
mastly fufl and linle subsiance.
(Some greal pix. though) You
could better serve your readers
with anickes on riding techmgue,
hazands and sfety, new
equipment, and now that every
manulacturer’s cousan s hopping
on the “Cruiser” bandwagon, trail
tests and comparisons. Also, the
racist, sexist comix are truly
acky and will pood 1o clean up
their el

All that sad, though, 1 like
your energy. Here's sax ks for
another year; 1'd like o see
where you go rom here
Scekays TECHTIPS in
July/ August is a good beginning
Keep Klunking,

Scott Burton
Sama Rosa, CA
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Dxear Fat Tar Flar,

Greetings from the sweaty
Southeast. |'ve just received my
first copy of your miniscule mag.
I real mice; erl'l.':p_\ it will Erow
up and be a real magazine
someday

Here i the real workd we call
fan tar bisexuals bombers, The
name dates back o Schwinn
Pamhber days and represents a
herlage we good old boys choose
Aol Lo I'urp.'!. Nome of the cruser
garbage for us. Macho bikes
need machs names

My own bove affair with the
bomiber began with a Schwinn
Cruiser 5, a bike truly wonhy of
the nume “bomber™. The Cruiser

NOTICE

from Ahe Fat Turs Fiyer

To any and all Fat,
Creative peoplel In order
ta provide o complata,
will- rounded, and
objective publication, we
need your halp
Photographers, writars or
Just plain readers riders,
wir nsed your studT.
Unsolicited manuseripts
are always waloome as
are lettars or ooOmments
Photographs should be
black and whita.

v

Band all materials toc
FAT TIRE FLYER
P.0. Box TET

Fairfax, CA B4830
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RITCHEY
STUMPJUMPER
SCHWINN
UNIVEGA

Come see the Rifchey and
Specialized Exhiluls

Ba ihe st o see
Specialized's and Schwina’s
Iaes! prodacton models

1601 Fourth Strest
San Rafael, Caliornia 94001

(415) 454-3747

had a 1312 b, reer wheel,

guaranieed 1o buld characler and

massive thighs. The next 10y was
a Kos Cruser, modilied 1o
include six speods and almost
brakes. Front ard rear Biackburn
racks ond a real saddle made i
o a real mean machine. We

hailt up several similar machines,

he kocal

s hent a fork
'm mow anxwoasly awaiing

delivery of a Stumpjumper, we'll

soc il o West Coast bake can

=0 [ar only «

homber pilots

survive the jungles of he
looks 1
bk
the

your magaanc, | d 00
vou can lose with such a great
subgect. Happy Truls

Rob Glover, Humswvlle, Al

ALL TERRAIN BICYCLES
TRAILMASTER, DEPT. F

235 Shoreling Hwy.

Ml Valey, CA S4641

COVE BIKE SHOP

1 Blackfeld Dr.

Tibwron, CA 94520

415/383-7405
415/388-0880

Ratad guwnas Ovaly
MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE £3.00
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Peddler
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The popularity of balloon-tire
bacycles i the United S
growing gemancincally, and last
year’s irickle s becoming this
year’s torrent, encouraged by the
mtroduction of a wide varicty of
new bicycles und relnied products
to the market. At several mapor
trade shaws the all-terrain bicy
has been the center of alemion,
amd the 1wo major Japancse
component manulacturers hnve
shown their commitment 1o this
form of cycling with the
imroduction of complete groups
designed Lo meet the special
requirements of thise new
bicycles. These components
include mew deraillewrs that wall
handle the widc-range gearing.
cantilever brakes, brake and shift
levers, podals, cranks, huhs, and

%
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scalpost quick releases; in shon

cvery part of the bicyele has been

serutinized from the point of
wiew of the ¢
with every pimsible oy
condition.

Mearly every major American
manufaciurer is now pr wlucing
some form of multiple-gear,
balloon tire bicycle patterncd
closely after the expensive,
custom machines whose owners
were considered eccentric onlby a
few year ago, And altho
hard core of rugged cyvel
caplorers = stll growing. the real
market for these bikes, espocially
the less expensive models, will be
thase people whao have wamed a
wele Tor years, but have been
discouraged the appareni

wstahaliny and frapslity of

1 whi must deal

ing

traditional ten-spoods and the
absence of dscernable
performance on the pan of three-
speeds. Even the cheapest of the
new balloon-tire bscyches will long
outlast & similarly priced ten-
speed.

The reasons for the upsurge in
poplanty include the recens
availability of new components
that have improved the
perlormance of halloon-tire
becyeles immensely, and the anly
thing the new bikes have in
common with the old "newsboy™
one-speed, coaster brake bikes is
the size of the tres, Sieel rims
have been replaced by alurminum
anes, lires have been improved
and high . pears have been
added, and framesets have been
v redesigned 1o take
advantage of racing bicycle
lechnology, A tvpical version ol
the off-raad bicvele will feature a
diamond frame of chrome-moly,
flat kandlchars with motorevele
levers and handlebar-mounted
“thumbshifters”, quick release
seaipost clamp, BMX pedals, and
of course, FAT TIRES,

The new bikes feature
performance on paved roads thal
is good enough for 100 mile
rides, yet they are so nearly
indestructable thal 1ourssts can
ke them fully loac
roughest of gravel or dinm roads.
This means that the new
“balloomer™ & wleal For most of
the reasons peog
short of all-owl road racing,

e ricke hicveles,

These include practcal uses, such

a5 errands and commuting, as
well as recreational uses in the
form of niding for enjoyment or
tounng. For hardier (ypes there
is always the possabality of real
exploring on rough roads and
paths far from civilization, or
competilion in one of the cross-
country events staged by
enthusmsis

The return to fat tires staried
on the West Coast as enthusiases
evilved thewr new kind of hin::u; &
through trial and error and quite
a lew broken parts. With litle
involvement an the part of
idusiry, it spread slowly through
word of mouth and a few
magazine articles, and small
groups of fnatics sprang wp in a
number of isolated areas. When
alloy rims and improved tires
became available, the movement
was shimulated and several
framebuilders began ruming oud
hrruted runs of hand-made
bicycdes. In the last year several
manufacturers have introduced
mass-produed veraons ol the
custom machines and with
enough bikes 10 go around, the
mavement gained impetus in the
western U5, especaally in
California and Colorado where
there are hundreds of miles of
dirt roads lacing sparsely
populated and mounainoes
areas. Mow that halloon tires
have gained respect, they are
turmang up all over the country
from the heant of New York City
v the waldest extremes of
Alaska, With internaisonal

:|1;|n'.|l'.u'|:||r||-.‘u involvement,
balkoon tire bicycles are now
being shipped all over the warld
and i seems but a matter of time
until they appear in Europe in
suflficient numbers to affect the
sale of other types of hacycles

Az the number of bicycks
grows, so does the number of
enthusiasts willing 1o take part in
adventurous events. Mol all of
these evenls ane competitive; one
of the best known is the annual
Crested Butte to Aspen Bicycle
Tour, now in its eighth year. This
two-day tour takes oyclisis 40
miles through the Rocky
Mountains, erossing Pearl Pass
(elevation 12,700% on a road so
bad that it defies four-wheel-<drive
wehicles and all but the toughest
of motorcycles. This year aver
100 riders from as far as 1000
miles away showed up to brave
the inclement weather for the
. The chiel goal on the pan
of the riders is 1o swagger into
the bar of the lerome Hotel in
Aspen covered in mud, ready 10
brag 1o anyone who will bisten.

Competitive events are also
popular, and organirers have an
asdvaniage in that they can use
roads that are free of auo 1=ific,
operating under the theory that
the worse the road surface, the
betier the pamicipams will ke it,
With no formal sanctioning
bodies hindering the sporting
aspects, competitions anc
refreshingly free from rubes aside
lram those necessary for basic
salety, such as helmet

o
=4
reduirements. Racing formals
range from downhill tme urials,
in which riders take solitary runs
down some rough, wsaally
termlying course, piiting their
handling skills against the clock,
to cross-country races of from
tem 1o thiny-live mibes, over
mauntains and through streams
In one recent race in Northern
California, 160 staners turned up
for the opporunity to batter
ther bicycks over 18 miles of
rough roads and paths, with 2000
feet of climbing and descending
1o keep thangs interesting.
Balleon tires are even inuding
the raditional sport of cyvclo-
cross, and last year at the United
States National Championships,
a sinteen year old nder managed
sixth place on a specially
prepared i tire bicycle.

1982 was the first year that all-
termain bicyeles received
widespread auention, but alrendy
many in the industry ane
predicting a workdwide explosion
in populamty. One major
American cycling magarine has
even gone so far as 1o predict
that sabex of balloon-tine bicycles
will avertake those of len-speeds
&5 2000 a3 enough are available
This is a strong statement in light
of the fact that most advertisers
are s5ill :u:'.lillg mArTow e
bicycles, bul with the Amencan
aml Japanese cyeling industries
gearing up production as rapidly
as possible, it seems incvitable
that the rest of the workd will
come to the same conclusion. i
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—
by Ari Rewd

162 nders funneled owi of the
sulning e of the lirst annual
Raock Hopper in Annadel Park
this October 1eh, making # the
hlw‘“ a1 evemt in ks {or her)
story. A benefit for the Redwood
Empire Lung Assocatson, it was
well sponsored by Spocialized,

MountamnBaikes, the Bike Peddier,

12 Fa Tiew Flver

Path, Mikes, Perfetti lee Cream,
& Works of Art. The priecs ran
five places deep in four catlegories
with some impressive loot, plus a
plethora of sther prives that got
raffled off. These, plus the two
kegs that got inhaled after the
race and mostly, the 19 miles of
“R” rated roads (for rocks) and
trails made fof fine an fun,

In absence of an ok record,
Gary Frher set a now one with

his 1:31:12 nde. Don Davis was
right there with him the whale
way, until he did some product
testing a mile or 5o from Lthe
finish ... his frame broke and et
the road get through to sack his
haody. After Gary finished, he
rode hack out to let Don finish
on the same bike; so | guess you
could say that the first two
lnishers came in on the same
bike, 2:35 apan. Sounds like a
zen paribixical bichovomy.
Oaher notabde product besters
that day included the FTFs own
Charlie Kelly, whose technical
focus was mainly bottom bracket

spindies. He was seen, nod even 5
miles into the race, headed hack
o the stant/ finish with his bike in
one hand amnd his crank in the
other.

David Brainard, one of
Promoter John Stllwell's Santa
Barbaman friends, was third
cverall and first in the Novice
class. Mol bad for his first off-
o race, bul il does beg the
question, “What ‘na’ells a
Noviee?™

The Sanma Rosa locals {locos,
mee like) who've been placing
high all season in_the northern
e of the state, used their
“homecourt advantage” to be only
dightly outdone by the first three.
Steve Stricpeke and Gordon
Burns, ricding for the Bike
Peddier, and Bill Schum of the
Howlin® Coyotes, finshed 3rd,
Ath. and 5th in the Expert class,
for dab, Sth and Gih overall.

Denise Caramagno was the
hirst worman fo finsh, &4ih
overall, whach meant that she
alsa beat more than halfl of the
men. Local Susie Baboock was a
linbe over a minute down 1o
Drenise, and the two had been in
sight of cach other for much of
of the mece

Toe Hallard, who ded & ki af
wark on this event, wants all 1o
know than he, of course, would
have won had it noa boen for a
rear dernillewr that went imp on
him when the mounting bol
backed ouwt, relegating hirm 1w a
humble 14th placing. Fire your
mechanic, Tom! Everyone clse
who flinsshed wrongly; fine youwr
suppon, divonce your spouse,
curse the referees and send vour
excuse, in five words or less, plus
your REAL placing, and well
reprint the stals the way they
could and SHOULL have boen

Another bocal, from Graton
actaally, was Kun Kabica, the
first BMXer inoan 14509 for
lith place overall. That's keeping

the short wheels rolling prety
good, There was a faur wad of
A ypes am the starting line, with
a smattening of one-speed cruisers
as well

Now, about the rocks: yes, we
haud rocks. As one competilon
who was nding near me abol kept
putting it, “You guys weren'
kidding about these rocks?™ The
real well-[mppem,l sections were
mxtly on the ups, but there were
plenty of rocks to go around
munst of the way. | mean, why
Tie? 1T there weren a lot al
mocks, wed have called n
something else.

Staning 162 bikes a1 the same
time can be a problem. The
starting line was a big steel-
posted gate that squose the pack
through like toothpaste, siringing
W down around the first furn,

13 of a mile anay, hefore the
st rider ook their oot off the
ground. Most everyone seemed
well-mannered and calm,
confident that the next couple of
hours would be plenty of time 1w
sort things out.

The course was tough bu
enjoyable, varied, and with the
stam and finish in the same place,
every inch of down shreddin® was
earned. Gordon Burns, afier
altering his statg with o 113740
ride, unbeashed a realization at
me that it was the kind of course
that even if you hated most of i,
there were probably one or two
stretches oul there you really
loved, no matter who you were
St Smith, who swept the course,
bose this our as he came upon a
young bonked BMXer
somewhere in the middle of the
last long hall before the five miles
of cruisin® to the finish. He
conned, cajoled, coaxed and all
but carried the fried youngsier up
that stretch ... he even pushed
his hake all the way o the top Tor
him when it was oking like
they'd be out there 1l midnight

olherwnse. Unce over Lhe orest
oo Sieves 5 il the clbow-
high lad performed a miraculous
recovery, and Stuart, who'd had
his mew Sumipjumper just 10
days, had a hard time keeping up
with him all the way down. The
real smidgnt in this story was that
the beer was solid gone by the
time that 310 gol beck with the
likewise gone shon-whoeeler, a
mere four howrs or so alter the
stan! This may be a rooond of
some sort, when vou figure that
halfl the crowd was gome for
about 2% of those hours (with a
standund deviation of plus or
minus 213 beers)!

Well, 1t was so much fun that
it's going to happen again next
v, the [at tires of fate be
willing: so watkch lor o, thanks 1o
those who made i, wha MADE
it, and ... hiop on!

P.5. For Rock Hopper 1-shins,
contadt the Bike Peddler in Sana
Hosn

STATS:

Experts overnll Ll

| Gary Fuher 1 13002
2 Dun Davis 2 1:33:47
1 Speve Swimepeke 4 13707

4 Gordon Burns 5 13780
5 Ball Schum [ 18028 |
BMXers |
| Kurt Kabica 11 L4509 |
2 Don Mymh 43 2004 |
1 Rohen Self + 20027
4 Gireg Blodgen

5 Caarrett Wilson

Movices

I David Brainard 3 1:3%:13
2 Rory OFReilly 1] 1:45:02
¥ David Fawvello 18 14741

4 Bran Klair 21 1:48:21
& Seott Merrint n 1:48:32
Winamen

| Denise Caramagno &3 20847
2 Crury” Rahcock B3 0Eei3
3 Mary Hillhowse TH 247
4 1. Pajanilby 931 M4
5 Jenniler Moyer 107 24201

Far Tire Flver 13
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Some parts of off-raad bicycles
are subject 10 extreme wear dus
to use under less than sterile
conditions, The one part that
takes the most abuse & the chain,
which has linerally hundreds of
tiny parts wearing on each other,
and the added insul of having vo
operate occasionally whilke
covered with mud can wear out
vour chain very quickly. The
singhe most impontant piece of
mainterance you can do s to
clean and il your chain aflter
every muddy or dusty nde.

The chain & part af a drive
systern which includes the from
chainrings and frecwheel cogs,
andd these are also subject 10
wear. Once again, dirt in the
systemn ages these parts fast. The
chain and the freewheel cogs tend
i wear ||1p:|hcr._ chains wear
faster than freewheels, and a
waomn chain will wear a [reewheel
faster because it wall be
=stretched,” that s, the links have
worn o the pont where they are
sloppy and slightly longer then
they were when new. Since
chains are cheaper than
freewheels it makes sense 1o
change vour chain fairly often.
Whenever vou change your
frecwheel, remember to also use a
new chan, because an old chain
will et work with a new
freewheel without skipping.

Many off-roaders use a 26 or
2K tooth small chainnng, and
these should almost be
considered expendable. The time
this gear o used i when il is the
mmuddiest, and the small mumber
of teeth means that cach one
muakes contact with the chain
more often than those on the big
rings. Since this nng is wsually
made of some aluminuem alloy,
the brass and steel cham wall

14 Far Tire Fiver

eventually wear it out, “hooking”™
the teeth. Then, if a new chain is
installed, it doesn’ fin perfecily
amd as a result the chiun Gan
hang up on the chainnng wnder
extreme load, just as you susge
up that kst lintle sweep parn,
causing a stall and many
expletives.

Brokes and shifters will work
much better if the cables arc
properly lubnicated. Ideally you
should coat the cable with
waterprool grease before
installing it in the howsing. If you
wse motorcycle brake cables, try
1o get the kind with a nylon or
tellon hiner. You can use a
sectbon of housing liner to cover
the bare cable that runs between
sops on the top tube; with a
little grease this will totally
prevent cormasion. After mstalling
the cable cither cap or solder the
end to prevent fraying. There are
cahle greasing tooks available
from motorcycle shops thar will
let you shodd pressurized grease
from & spray can through the
housing without remaoving ithe
core; this not only is an
extremely effective method of
lubrication, it is also the easy
way o lube

If you think it necessany o
curry a spare brake or derailleur
cable, for instance on a long
cross-country ek, use a rear
cable on the fromt brake or
derailleur. coal up the excess and
fape it out of the way. If you
break a cable, just switch the
two, since they genemlly break at
the dersillewr or hrake erd ard
the broken rear will be long
enough 1o replace the frant.

Cantilever brakes have their
own idssynerasies; s a good
idea 1o check them now and then
o soe how well they moat the

rim. As the brake shoe wears
down, the arm will swing
through a longer arc, and the
shoe will coniact the nm at
progressively bower points.
Eventually the shoe will dive
under the fim, just when you
mist peed it, possibly causing
serious repercussions. (1 you
have a repercussion, see a doctor
immedinicly.) All cantilever
haakes have provisions for
adjusting the shoe angle, so if 1he
shoe docsnt fit, repair it

Most Fat Tire-itcs use a qusck-
release seatpost clamp, but of the
seatpost doesny slide easly in the
scal tube it becomes a show-
release seatpost clamp. Lube up
your seatpost with some good
waterprool grease for st action,
IF it still dossn’t slide easily you
shoukd look for other !'m:h'lrlm
In the manulacturing prooess the
seal cluster will be heated from
welding, and this can distor i
slightly so that it is no longer
perfectly round. This can either
inhibil scatpost movement, of it
can force you to pul mone
pressure on the quick-release for
a firm grip. because the inner
surface of the scal tube has ks

contact area with the ssatpost.
The solution is Lo ream the inside
of the seat (ube 1o restone
roundness: most bike shops have
the wol, or you can check ow a

—

i

In response b our readership,
here & o repeat of an earlier
article on riding technique. This
ran in the Flyer when the
subscription list was abow ﬂl-.}.
w0 il you've read it, congratulate
wvoursell for being onc of our
oldest subseribers
PEDAL POSITION

Ihe mosl comman error made
by imcxpenicnood nders

descending on very rough ground

is dangling one foor while
SIpponing the weight on the
ather pedal. While this may be
an effective technigue 1o preven
falls 10 the side with the dangling
extremity, il reduces ground
clearance as well as throwing off
Lhe balance of the bike. IT the
rider loses his balance 1o the side
with the weight on the pedal, the
resuli is uswally a fall

Proper wechnique is 1o keep the

pedaks horizontal with egqual
weight on each, This will ke
petting used 1o, ard confidence is
an importand factor in this kind
ol riding, but once mastered, it
will make possible descents that
may have preveously boeoked
unrideahle.

SADDLE HEIGHT

The quick-release seatpost
clamp is essental cgquipment for
off-road bikes. When climbing,
especially on beose surfaces, it is
imponiant 1o keep weight on the
rear wheel to prevent it from
spinning. This means that the
saddle must be high enough to
allow the nder 1o push hard b
slay scated.

When descending the rder
shoukl lower the ssddle, ance
pedaling eflkwncy o nol
necessary; the lower center ol
gravity permits radical mancuvers
that are just ol possible with a
high saddle, for example those
roasder Lail shides that are popular
with BMX-orented types

FUMP TIPS

Simple ke items such as
valve caps on tires can have
mapor consequences il ignored,
People who nde only on
paverment may never miss their
valve caps, but they perform an
imponan function for off-
roaders. I the valve core gets din
ik the action of pumping up
the tire can drive the dirt into the
valve, inhibiting the sealing
action and resulting in the
equivalent of a kak in the valwe
It can be dehearnening to p:.:l:;h a
tire miles from anywhere, then
not be able o pump 1 up!

Another arca that can stand
scrutiny is the pump isell. For
the reasons staled above, it's mioe
to keep the business end clean.
Ome way that we have Tound
effecting 15 10 cut a small section
of skinny-tire inner ube and slip
it over the pumphead. In
addition 1o prodecting the pump,
this & an excellent way 1o use
these tubes.
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By Alfan Lewis

B:\. mow most FT1

- readers will have realized
that their Fat Tire Bike
has tolally climinated
the need for any other kind of
becyale. Fat Tires can be just as
elfeciinve on the street as on the -
dirt: however, the equipment can
b line-tuned 1o produce the best
passible mide for the conditions.
The wdeal setup is 1o kave two
sefs of wheeks for both dirt and
street ruling. This means you can
have completely different gearning
lor strect reding, with a musch
closer mati lor optimum
elliaency. Ako, you can keep
your streel tires on the nms
rather than having o switch
them over. Just for the record 1
ISt here my choice of wheels
VO .I'-"'n shannidd be
| fuesk an cxample, mod @
wlarion, stnce

wegriprinetn seleciion i very mach
o maiter aof peesonl preference.
For off-road wheeds: Phal
Waood or Cook Brothers hubs,
haab of which are sealed-beanng
1y pes with allenekeved end-balis
The Cood Brodhers hubs are
casier low the user 1o service, b
are abo dightly heavier, In
eLh 1 give the edpe 1o Cook
s, whech are very stowm
leoking. Any hubset will do,
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wheel thin

although | recommend solid axles
over qusck-release, Rims should
be Araya TX or Uka 26 x 1.75,
but riders anticipating very rough
ground might consuler using the
Ukai 2125 width. On the other
hamd. expen riders can get away
with lighter rims amnd might select
Staral or Ambrosis rims, whch
arg hightcr, but aren’t bax-section.

Spokes should be stainless 14
gauge; 270mm will lace four-cross
i mosl combinations, with
268mm on the rear wheel drive
sube. One exception is the
Ambrogio rim, which seems (o
requare either a 266mm (3-cross)
o 2T4mm (d-cross) O course,
neither of these lengths is
currently available; on a how
fMange hub you can get away with
268mm and just fike them down,
but other combinations can
respuire cutting and threading.

I like extremely wide il
gears lor annrmu]:ln]; in steep,
hilly country lower than one-to-
ane B handy., About 1332 fecls
right with a wop fromt gear of 48
1ecth and a low of 26 tecth,

My choice for off-road tire is
the IRC Racer X-1, which has
knobs 10 spare for maximum
bite. Second choice is the

[ Sumpjumper, and although 1

have no personal experience, [ve
been told that the Schwing
Maximizer has made some folks

| very happy. (I hear you Jocl)

Road wheels should be as light
as possible, 5o | wse Shimano
Dura-Ace Frechub road hubs
wilh a built-in cluster, These are
low flange with a quick-relense,
and pranng can be just about
any pessible set of cogs, For noad
st | riche o 12-21 six speed,
which gives me a 108 inch top
puar. Mams are Ambroso laced
three crosa with butted stainless

spokes and alloy nipples; g

this combination of spokes and
mpples saves &4 grams peT wheel

In order 10 kezp weight 1o o
munumum, | employ & few tricks.
Instead of a vim sirip 1 use
flamem packing ape, which
=aves an ounce. Using an
undersired 1wbe can save weght,
so | use M x .75 radical racers
also use 24 x 14, bat | suggest
you carry a standard tube as a
spare, since mounting an
unidersized fube can turn into a
wresthing match

Far strect tres I've been using
the Mitsuboshi Cruser Mits
pumped to 70 psa for manimum
roling resistance. The
Streetstomper is alo a good
street ting; both are available in
2125 and 1.73, bun | prefer the
Fat Ones, even on 100 mike rides

Pedals are subject 1o different
tastes for dillerent gses; for dirt
riding 1 prefer not to wse clips
and straps, although some nders
hke them. Instead 1 use the L'lrgq'.
gnarly, sharp-toathed BMX
pedals that look hike a hazed to
life and Emb. There are several
versaons available, including
Titron and Hutch, as well as
some large Shimano BMX pedals
from the DX serics. All of these
provide a large, unmissable
platform for rapid remoums.

On road rides | just use regubar
rosed pedals with clips and siraps,
even wsang cleated mcing shoes
lor long nedes, These prm}dc
comfon amd an efficsent pedal
stroke, essential for maintaining a
high-speed spin over a period of
howrs. Complete fanatics might
even wanl two sets of cranks, a
lomg set with wide range gears for
dirt and a shomn s for close
rateos for the road, bat this
sounds extreme, even 1o me,

On Sepiember 24, 25, and 26
the city of Lost Wages, Nevada
wats host to the assembled bike
dealers of Amenca af the
Interhike Trade Show. |t appears
that Fat Tire bakes are (gulp)
getimg very popular, They were,
in [act, rolling oul of cvery major
display in the convention, and
also were the subpsct ol a brvel
seminar” held 10 acquaint bike
shop owners with probloms Fat
Tire reders Tmee.

SunTour and Shimano both
displayed new lines off ofl-road
hicycle components. These
wncdsded new shali bevers, froni
amd rear dermllours, crankseis.
pedaks, and brakes, Other
companents ane promsed as
s as the prodotypes are tesbed
m the fekl.

Tom Ritcheys oniginal design
for handlebars has become the
standdard equipment on a number
ol other bikes in several versions
masde in Japan, Two pew models
ol his custom hikes were on
Band, as well as a tandem. shown
by MountainBikes

Kent Ersckson of Maoots
Mounain was anather innovitve
custom bualder in attendance
The Moot's bike mcludes
provisson (or using several siaes
ol wheels, with moveable pivots
lar the cantilever haakes

Speed and Rescarch of Bend,
Oregon, brought their bike, the
Outback, which leatures o
pusacted head tube and some

intcresting goometry, 70 degree
e 191

NOi PARLIAMO ITALIANG

SBW
Sunshine Bicycle Works

737 CENTER BLVD. FAIRFAX, CALIFORNLA 54930
(415) 459-3334

—|

'Ritchey MountainB
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Any account ol this years
Crested Butte to Aspen Bucvele
Tour must make node of the very
ncarly tragss bus accident that
oocurred while the maders were
retarning v Crested Bune afier
the event. The chanened bus went
ofl the road and down a steep
bank; foriunately. mo one was
Killed and imuries were relatively
maner considening the possible
consequences, Most of those
mvolved expressed their
mientions of returming lor mext
yer'’s ni hough most abo
stated that they miaght retum 1o
Crested Bulte on thewr bicyekes

I'he whode adventune began on
Saturday, Seplember 25, with a
gathering scheduled for 10am b
runming on Fat Tire Time in
front of Bievcles Ere. in Cresied
Butte, Sign-ups for the Tour
numbered i excess of 13 b
inclenment weather served 1o
reduce the ranks to about 100 of
ihe hardeer and bess welleducated
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applicants. Gray skies, cold ruin,
and snow on the visible peaks
can spell high adventure though,
and when the cosmic maemens
arrived, the mob charged off mio
the pomaondial ooze

Through the day the weather
lifted slighaly, amd the sun madc
a few briel appearances. The
road surface was extremely poor,
o the relief of all, amd the creeks
full to the brim, which is
generally about an nch above the
tops of one'’s boots. |n 1ypacal
tour fashion, the enlourage took
its time and was spread over
several mides of road, Oine Eroup
took a shorcut that turmed out
10 be extinet, adding only hal
hour o the nde

I'he campsitc had been n
from the location on previows
tours, and spread over both sides
of the road, which had heen
thoroughly homogenised by four
wheehdnves amd motorcycles
The arca ook on the appearnoe

v

of the main street of old j'h:d‘ga,-
City after niders had each crossed
a few times. Many had soaked
thear fect, and these campers
enlertained ther asocmates by
setting a number of socks ablaze
around the camplire

A cold rain mixed with snow
senl everyone scurrying for their
tenits, bt it let up shortly, just in
time for dinmer, which was served
under a tarp et @ the
campfire. Aftervards several
musical insirumenis were
produced, and an T L
jam sesszon bisted for hours, as
the sound of close harmony
manghed wath the fragrant stench
of burning Nikes and Pumas o
produce an atmosphere that
could not be cscaped.

In the moming the campers
were grecied by the sight of frost
om everything, and all musd
Irowen solid. The sky was chear
however, and ihe day promised
to be warmer than the d:l:-'

before. After breakinst pear was
packed lor transport back o
Butte, and riders straggled up the
road 1o Pearl Pass, possibly the
toughest three and o hall miles
on any bicyele tour in the world
It 1akes several hours 1w negotiate
this distance, due 1o the sieep
climb, bad road, and lack al
available oxygen, a relreshing
change of pace from gliding
effonbessly down a smapthly
paved ribbon of... bul we digress.
There were no SUpp vihicles
on the Tour this year, because
the road over the pass was
impassahle 1o anything but
mutorcyches, hikers, and of
course, bicyelists. Afier cach rider
had spent the required sclf-
\'l'lﬂffilllll-'l-lf‘-l:- tme al the
pinnacle, the zenith, the apex (in
other words, the top). he or she
furned his or her fromt wheel
toward Aspen and staried 1he
worlds waorst downhill, This
seven mule section of road
beyand deseription, but suffice 1w
sy that all who ride it
pronounce it the worst ever
without question. Huge rocks, a
steep descent, and deep puddies
are all coupled together; Tom
Ritchey’s comment applics here:
*The only thing that makes it fun
15 the fact that vou can do n all”
After hall an hour on the
bucking machine, nders were
rewarded by the sight of a paved
road covering the last ten or
twelve downhill miles into Aspen
Mlost bikes could be heard from
afur a5 dry chains announcoed
their immincnt arrival. The
Jerome Hosel bar is the
traditional destination of the
Tour, and from this locus riders
spread throughout the town,
sampling the local food and
reeling in shock [rom the prices
The parying went on uniil
well after dark, when the ill-futed
buses amived (o return the niders

Lo the Butte, \‘*‘f

desigrning &ndd lestingt
And w0, it is the stand,

rieerirg] against which al

canmat be duplica

inrsalon and e .

s are mvesasured. Char experienoe @

d RITCHEY MoUNTANBIKE The Leader. Period.

L

LAS VEGAS
BIlKE SHOW

head and 67 degree seat, The
Cook Brothers from Santa Ana,
a hig name n BMX, showed a
new off-road frameset and a hub
designed for serious abuse,

There were imports from
Japan that will recail for
somewhat lower prices than the
Amvercan hakes S wnlirc] arul
SR have been on the market (o
awhile, and ather companics
tended to be \Iwamg s yel
unavailable profodvpe procdsciien
machines; this category included
f'u]i. Mivata, Puch, Takam, and

F |

Centurion

Schwinn and Ross had new
“protolype’, "one-ofl”, "we don
know the price yel', (expeniive
lookingh bikes. The Ross entry
included a custom frme from
lim Redcay as well as a
production bicyele that gocs for

comsiderahly kess inoney
Amencan Cycle Sysiems has a

mew verson of o graphite

m that cain be

compposiiiom

Mo 1 exinomies and always

sriaps Back o round agam
Interbake served notice that the

Bicvele imdustry takes the Fat

lire Mowement very seriouasly

Momentum s picking up lor the

big wheeh, so look out skinny tires!
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The FAT TIRE FLYER
understands your
concern regarding Fat
Tire riding because

it comes from people
who ride Fat Tire bikes.
We are timely,
informative and aware
of the things that

you need to know (o
keep you on top of
off-road riding, racing,
touring, commuting,
all aspects of Fat Tires
and all applications.
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