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A Chi
Oft the Old Block

You'd betler look bwice at
thi# machine, Because we under
stand how you could mistake
the new Specialized Rod khopper
for off- ||.:l.n.! |!-|a.u en costing:
virtually bwice as much.

Five years ago the Rock
hopper would have retailed for
5750, In fact. this all-terrain
wonder is as good or better
than the original Stumpjumper.
Third Generation Technology

The reason for the Rock
hoppers remarkable price!
performance stems from dra-
matic advances in manufacturing
technigues. This hard -nosed
bike also boasts the bloodlines
of the sport's most respected
machines: the Stumpjumper
family.

As with all of our 1985 off-
road bicycles, the Rockhopper
14 |.~q|.:||1|;-<-|,{ with a uni-crown
farkiframe system. Allowing
a blend of agility and s I:||l|||h found only

in the world's most expensive all-terrain bikes

Then we
made sure no-
l‘l-.u|_-,' could come
even remotely
close to the
Rockhoppers
features. There's
SunTour derail-
leurs and shifters
Spwcialived
crankset, sealed
bottom bracket
and hubs. And
Saturae X-28
off-road rims fitted wilh Specialized
Crossroads tires

While the Rockhapper establishes bold,
new paramebers for off-road ridingg, it's

pl'l.\'u-l.‘:'\_v what you ve come bo expect |".'|:'-|1'|

Specialized. We've pioneered off-road pro-
duction bicycles. And quite clearly, from the
Rockhopper and the Stumpjumper Sport to
the Stumpjumper and Team '1I||:11|'||,|mp|_'r_
we conlinue o lead the way

But vou must be wondering about the
Rockhopper's price. Visit your local Specialized
Dealer. Take the Rockhopper out for a test ride
lts price will Aoor you and its performance
will leave you spellbound

g
R

SPEUALIZED

Cuer Tradetoue I Tochnology

':l

a1 b 4 n-rwrju I - 1

i 1¥ L =
- ]

e

&« @

NOHANDS -

DE FUPS rotabe your

@

TAKE NOTICE

! MOES HaOAroom in um:lll: Tent
Ultea Comgpact Gee-Tax

FREE CATALOG
e e BhlGE Tonts

QUOTES FROM THE MOUNTAIN

FISHER MOUNTAINBIKES
“The bike that Joe Murray won

the NORBA Championship on is

the bike he rides to

®vork every day”
Gary Fisher g

Joe races on

Sunday, and
on Monday
" he's in the shop
wiorking, assem-
g bikes. Hell take
one out for a ride,
fire fumne it and

Wil rer nerver
far fro
the: mountain

Please send $2.00 to us for our new catalog
RO Box 405, Fairfax, CAS94930.
L5745 2247
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331 Somerville Ave,
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Maurtain bikes peasatt a clanger fo ife
life, healrh, and safely of orhers and ther
resaurce damage is aften readily visible
Mountain bike soerarors harags wildiife,
teoding to possible extinciion of some
species, Mountain bikes focilitate iMegal
nfing and mountain Bikos aperatons. being
more mehile, Gee a grearer guanday of
scarce lond per recreatianal user, infringing
on the recreetional apportunines of other
famd users. They slio carne mane gear, with
patentind fo leave mare Liiter and the
mechamized eose of occess is coupled with
morimied Golk of vandaise.

Consequently the Sierra Club & propes:
ing that mountan bikes be classibed as
ORWs. Your mountam bike is no dilerer
tham a dure buggy. metorcycle. jeep, or
ATV

The quotes a=¢ frarm a fecimmendation
B amiend the olf-road vehicke (ORV) pabey
by thie Serrn Uleb's resousce onservalion
coremitber, as reponied in NORBA NEWS
Fve supparted the Sierra Club cvar the
vears thoagh F'm not a mambsr, l'ee sbways
admired their & xcellent publications and
have purehaded many of them as my way e
suppor! their efforis. Bui this s oo much [
mean, g fe a break, equabing rountin
bikés with QRS 13 about as #upid a
stabermeri as Fp heard in some time.

I the June/duly issue of Mountain
Bilke, we ran an antiche by Gary Spoung on
why moumdain bikiens shaubd set asde this
feelings about bikes in Wilderness Areas
and should support censervasion efiorts to
procect te Wikdermess Act

He made enough sense that | was
relkinking my apeesition o inclusion of the
OB Jorbul area near Crested Bulte into
Ik wildurness system, something conser.

L

valmemsls and 1own residenis have worked
hard for, Or ai least | was until resding the
Sierra Chub's latest recommendation cos.
cofnang mountain bikes. N e, Why
shemild | support the Ssrrea Club's effoets to
ban mountain bikes from this umgue area
il at thee samae tieme, Thay 're working bard
to han us from even mose Forest Sendce
Lands? The Oh.Be-Jowdul 1
some of the very best mountsin biking in 2
wilderness erndronment | have ever seen
Wir've already loat tooemuch land 16 < anser
valwmests. Oh BeJoyiul i & fine place 1o
draw the e

The Sierra Club's recammandation
cheanly states they are ore group that has
Toerdeited s right to any conssderatios
intilbigent coganiratcn with whom
tain bikers can work. Their comples
stupsd asssisment of mountain bikes is
lar aff the wall that 2 & &ificult o take
serioushy. Butnt s sericus and even warse, i
i dangerous.

The Siexea Cluks has tremnendous clout i
Washington IR, Since the Forest Senvics
0% open to mouriain bikes in the first
place, the Club's epposition falls on dertile
growund, ¥ it Sierra Club exens pressue o
clate more areas 1o bidurs (and ths lalest
Club decision does precisely that), the
Forest Service will probably acguicsce. The
banring of mousdsn bikes is o comemen
bore o Bhiow 1o envircnmentalists

What makes this controversy so dumbis
1hat it has boen completely blown out of
perspscive, The confroversy was crsabind
mik by bukoers nor by an dxesting situstion but
by the Forest Service and conservation
GFOUpE CeeTresching B0 & percatvd (hneal

Mhosr wilderrass trails are mappropnate
for modintun bikes. Withoui sy busem-
eralic mierkerence, bl in 15 wildomess
would have been o self-governing siiaaion.
Tha reality of having o pash and carny hikes
cver most wildersess trails would have
stopped ninety fing percend of the bikers, A
lew mix doub wonild have lorced 8 ARG
dheipic.or perhapd et ause of the obstacks.
Bul those sidérs would have bawn the
excaption and would sot have posed a
threat to the wilderness. (An excellent
examphi is 4 recent mousiain bikirg ek
tiom around the Annapurna rsssif in Nepal
The “riders” é=cded up carnging iheir bikes
w0 Sixty-five percent of (B limeld Any
comificts that did asise between biker, hiker,
and Borsaman coukd have been dealt with
Ehrgegh sinple repalatoss; net wholssals
barmmng of mouriam bilues

Claims that bikes break down tral edges
on steep hils have no basis in lact. Claims

Editor’s Note

by Hank Barlow

that bihes tusm marshy aress ingo mud holes
2re equaly falee. Thite = not one claim

by consenaton groups concenming
o ntan bk’ environmertal damage that
i3 based on fact. | have watched trass
arowsnd Crested Butte for yoars now., The
ks tralfic they recesse is lar beavier than
prebably any other traile in the countey,
Beemingly every person in town has a
muzazniain biloe and all a1 ane Bime or ancther
use the trads. One in particular, the Lewer
Lo, i riddhn by every loca! rider, As soom
a e snow melts encagh 1o permil pas
sage, cals ane on the tral, even when the
round is soaked wath mel water. Nos only
i 1k trad undamaged, ils been impaoved
The bikis Bave smoothed the surlace 1o
such o paint thal ii is new & fupsert runming
path. Or ab least it was urtil meotcreyekits
decidid 1o start using il

The onlly wildernass conflict with meam-
tain bikes i social That usually sefars bo
bikers’ povcened excesshoe speed and the
danger |hat presents 1o hicers. Certainky the
poazibility af biker/hiker collishons gas)
But in {sct, i rarely happsrs, Crested Bu
bikers hamener the surrounding trals w1
have heard of no colisiors. The reason is
smmple: mo cycher wants ta bit & persos of
crash into rocks, boulders, or irees

¥#! argumentis are presented a8 il
mountain bhers are caroming arcund (ke
Fulls Bk nususcay cannon balls on the decks.
&l ol warships. Wiw, | doa't know. Maybe
Because mourain bikers are so
havieg fun. The lightning rod altraciing
conssryationists’ ing s the bike's mechanical
nature, comsenierly ignoring the highsach
nature of modern cammpeng, cimbing, and
Cross-coumiry sk equipenent

Thara are urphy novalid environmental
rasans for the Banming of mountain bk
from Wilderness Areas. The Sigsra Club
and aitbsrs have declded 1k prafer seeing
Ao moundam bk ® the wilderness b
cause mountain bikes do not &1 eio ther
percEplion of & wilderndss experience.
Their sophisre argumaents aganst bikes arg
noching ket & smoke screen allemgting to
hicle their two kegged sliagem,

Mountan bikers been concemned with-
oul & Eral despite cverwhelnmg evidence
wit have no mare negalive impact on irals
than hikers. And now those jerks on that
Sirra Clu

parts of mosi Wilderness Areas. | am not
e

4 f0tal e € ik B Ther wilchierrns,
rafer nat bemng confronted with
. Nine;, deshgnaie certaln iralls for
tain bikes Ba guch decions should
based on the approprmieness of trails io
Lchng. thwe concerdration of heuers, e,
vl o persoral nininn
Erousgh is enowsh, Ths nomserse has io
came to & stop. I that means fighting
dirvatiem elloats, efforts the majority of
sauntary bikers philosophacally support, so
bar o, [ wer don't, boo 200 s will e o
Favorite fidis closed 19 bl
What can we da? Join NORBA. 5o far,
it's the only organ-zation representing
it Belugrd” mterests. I you belong o
the Sierra Chlub, turn in yous caed with a
explaining why you'se fesgning, Join
avirgnmental grouwp thal does mot
ae iHEain beues in the wilderress
then actively particiaeee in their decisions
Write your government representatives.
Subscribe 1o Mountain Bile Magazine o
any othis Magaring MEpfelenling mountain
bekimg The larger owr subscription, the
more miflsence wall have on legislation. In
all goweramsnt decissons, numbers of
bodkeg, e voles. i fhe botiom Bne. Act
now B0 presere your rght b backooustny

cycling. W &

hikard

Looking for information?

Raadin Service Cards srron B pusposes.
Cine, thaey'oe an aaty way or you the reader in
sl bor e IOTATCA Bl & OGNy S
praduct. I you see an sd that niereats you kad
would like to know more, simply cirche ihe
ApEEOETiale: R of the Card aed el il in the
mad As gackly as posete, youll redima Irem
thae coemparey il the rfnmmas on you wanced

S (11, Finber Semviie Cartly gt the
companes wha adertiss in this magasng wih
wtberane thesr o in heing resd. That's mparian:
Winhzut aebortaieds, (heee would be o faga
zma. 1'n aa wormrple aa that Ao that's frue for the
wBat majoriy of magarines m business. This
g e T T i TR b But withoul

the active sppon of the cyclng and comping
industry, there's no way we could pabkih
Mowmtom Bike Magasine.

e, Ayl snd us s
Eavor: Wl in aned sl the Rleades Senace Card
Thee maire respanse
kappier they aew with us. The happser they e,
the more willing they are 1o help sponiss
Mountain Bike Mogarsse. The Beades Serace
Card i 1hee ol et haosd
Foractoreg st il Whweis el 1 it
1 bner arqthing. et let tha
thewr ad and are inserested in thair poduct by
rrosding the card

Thask pou.

Qur Apologies

We at Mountain Bike Megazine spologua to
anyone whs recered 3 magazine containemg
pages with less than excelkent gualins repre
dusctbon 1 o feed pou ricieved a “iecored™,
pleate beds dul b represeniaiive page from
the frst 26 pages ard seturm [t so Mousitain
Bike Magarme, Box 989, Crested Butte
C0, 81229 and we will happedy replacs it

editar
Haris Barkoes

i dlive for
Bimtenly e happers

stulf phatographer
Paudl Gialaha

contributing sdiiore
Tom Prhn
Murk Sare
Richard Compion

wditarial correspondence
and aduarriising sales

Mounisis Bike Magarine
B 585
Crested Bume, Cobs. B1Z24

b commettes ase attempting satar Rike Magazine ivanes queries for both
enlarge the mowntain bike ban. They're {] phatograpiy and sloses. Materials unssitable for

longes talking shout bikes in Wilderness
Areas; they're 1alking sbout banning us
from whols sectiors af ke Forest Senice
erfgrg!

Lok, | can lear wsth bikes banned from

pubibibiryg w v ned. Please include
wtamped, web-sddressed ervekone

Campavinghl 1588 by Plachirairery Pabbcalions

A rights niirrvrnd,

Mountain Bike Tours and Rentals

Retail Bike Sales & Service
TOURING — BACKPACKING

MOUNTAINEERING -
RIVER EQUIPMENT

e Casny
Merth Facn. Kty VWikdeintis Exgensimcs
Paragania, Sierra W, (o raed
MSH Eguirran

e Featute
Wi, Fioss, Frshe vl Spocaiesd Bioycles

Open 9am. to 6 p.m.
Closed On Sundays

94 West 1st North
Moab, Utah

(B0) 2595333



Ihe followang is ore man's cpenion on
whait rsakies & mountsin bike perfiorm. Hope-
felly this will bee the first in an ooging chalog
froem frame busdders, racers, shop meckan
e, @8 an the inner workings of moustam
Eshew., Richard vl be the first b admit nome
of this i Cast s s, s smplywhad he bas
arrivid ol after much thoushe.

Although the Bcycle is 8 smple device,
its deskgn and consinaction is ofen cons-
deved a magical process. Mowksre is the
Forus pocus moge aburdant than in moun
rar bibie disign, Without pretending 1o be
the grand poobah of two wheeds, | wil
atiempd io explaey what causes the mou
tair: bei b perioamn within its element

Three distinct iypes of mauntain bikes
have emesged: those designed foe touring
or panpd and unpaved roads and soone
rough ndng. those desigred lor drt roads
and trad use, and those designed for trads
and technicaly diffical terrais. Alhough
the categories overlap, no singhe design per
Tooa all theee okl equally well The rea-
sorwd are grownded inbasic irame geomatny.

Frame design can be dhided into two
paris: peditiorarg and heandbeg. Choer a cen-
Ny of cycling on eelatrly snaath surfaces
has prosadied a solid understanding ol what
georstry places & cychst in the modl elh
cient pedaling positen, Posstioning &
compromiss between comfort ared ellic:
wncy, Handbng is & balance bstawen stabil-
dy and posioning. The bent bicyce
B Bw anie thai meets thew demands
with the leas commomise.

greacest ares of compromise n
maantain bike design has been between
wtwhiity and posincrang vith the |stter the
loser. The resscen for this is behing he bot
o beacket. The crankares, charstiays,
tire, and thres chaintings are 4l trying 1o
pass by @ach other m the same space. In
arder to do so, the chainstays s be leng-
thanad.

Weng all this fuss aver the chainsim?
Tracton! The shoster the chainstay, the
more weight ower the rear fie. A good
chamnitey brgth for produchen mountan
bahues with fender cleasance is 18 inches,
176 wdibout. Cwastom builders can often
shave all another quaner inch. Ay shorter
and tire clearance s serioushy reduced and
I mo e riding for you. Some bies spee
thy o smalber rear o (175 while cthirs e
a Minch rear whedl to achieve a short
charalay but these kit serraln and eee
choxes.

Sharr chainas s provide sdeguate frac:

Off Road Frame Geometry

by Richard Cunningham

Esan im0 out of the saddle withour requiring
encessnw body englsh. Long chainglay
cychnis climbing a seep grade can be spat
ted at & great cistance with thes dboas
diorem, bistt hanging ower the seat, “comst
pated cychist” look. To mene weight rear
ward, some byches bave relaxed (84/69)
seal tube angles. This places tw rider’s
knee in an inelficeent pedaling positon, fas
behind th losward pedal spindle when the
crank i level The powsr stroke’s force
occurs behind center, pushing the rider
b on the saddle. The welght of the rider
cannol be used to counter (ke force of R
legs withocal constant tension betwesn the
senall of the back and the hands, an uncom
lortable and inedfichent posstion when cimb
g it sl

“Se stand up” you say, “chmb cut-of the
sadcliel™ Mo way, the crank is boo far absad
of the sea1 and raction is lost whas you ghit
wour weight foraard. The cely scbation (s
bautt oast, eltirass dhoiims

Brorien the cheinstays hall an inch and
avirything changes. The ridér is now prop-
erly positioned e the cranks because of a
sleeper sl iube angle. b e pud
of the saddle is pessible without comion.
loms. A good seat angle 1o look lor @ 79
degrees with T and 73 digress as the
R

That secand aspect of positoring deals
with the handlebar/seas relationship, The
arms should be bent dbghthy while the back
slamls approimately 3 degrees s the arms
supgort only W 1o 35 percent of 1he rider's
weghil. And the back and armas should net
b exnirded 4o far that nding ever bumps
sirains the kower bach. These guidelines are
independant of 1op hobe length and vary
accanding to body budd

Top tube ength and stem lengih are
directhy eelated. Thas relationshp b a gur-
prising degree determines how a bicycle will
handle. A longer, kewer stem combined wih
& shorter lop tube i lound o8 true all ter-
rain  ioyches and some racing bicycles
designed lor dirt roads. This combination
allows tha vider 10 more easly opgase the
ks body with the upper body. Side lorces
generated by the twisting effon on the
hariByrs are bess apt b cous thi bicpcke to
steer from side 10 wde because the bront
anie is choker bo o point berealh a wertical
Erst of foroe betworn the rider's shoulders
andd hands. The herg scemy'shart op tubs s
qreat bor chmbang ard dint roads but # abo
causes he fromt whesl 1o wash out in
shppeny turns and unbess the rder's weight
has b shifted way back o he downhilis,
<an create some read excilement when the

geirg (irls rough.

Liess baraed arghe {6669 degrees | cousa-
machs this problem by movesg the asle for.
werrel, thizs sioming thee stiering down, ket it
alsoincreases hasd sway during chmberg
ceathination of longer 1op tubse and
higher stem s mose suitable for the true
off road bicyche. The rider's weigha s further
behird the frong axle and frost wheel wash
Bt in Burns b misiaieed. When used wiih
the proper head angle, this desige can pro-
vitde & neutral hardling bicpcle, 4 1235
mch 1op tehe & about right for a 217 frame
utibzing ks design concepdt.

Mactral barding & snportant dor fast
furning om tnicky serdsces. If the rder's
wesght o distribated cofeecily, birh whasls
wil slide or geip gvenly wnless the rider
changes his.or her wwight dstribucian, This
rarutral condibom allows the rider b steer
while skding, conitrolizg the bamng forces
ke a shier anes e shi's edges. H oo wihel
breaks  looae first, the cpelist must slow
well bebow the maximum coemesing spoed 16
square ol 1he slide belore bagnning 10 lum
again. Meutral harcling can be accomp
lished with beth relased and uprghs bead
afrghes bul i is easiest 1o 5 ke batuseen T
a=d 71 degress.

The grand poobah of hocus pocus in
erstain bike design is 1Be head angle. The
Fread anghe combenad with the fork ofsei o
rake provides a balance betwwen forces
working to stablire tha Bacycke and keep 8
upmght and steerieg that responds precisely
o rides inpal. Changing the rake and
angle relationskop stk ts the amount of tra
the datance tram the tire/ground contact
poant b0 the point where an ensginary line
diwm the canter of the bead tube comacts
thae grourd, Reke determines a bisycle's
ebdity 1o stabilze el Too Bike and the
rider s 10 woek 10 keep the bike upeighs;
leo msch and the stesring becomes un.
bwarably dfficuli w0 marsser,

The mest popular head angle has been
B8 or 69 degrees. This relived geametny
shows. down the sbidving, privides a good
deal of rail, ard gres o rock sobd fewl
Because @ emphasizes b bike's sel
sahilizing forces, & cominet on fast down.
hils. Unfortunately this type of steiring
omany also rasamits ke smallest mide
Torces into steering fares, This caster effect
& more prancunced at shewer speeds and
on poagher terrain lor an excelien) upper
toren woskoul, A longer sbem peovides
#xirn bverage o recuce the effort

A steepey head angle reduces the self
coavecting borci 40 the vieering is much
ENOFE responsne (o rider inpit, The caster-
ng effect s alse reduced, rosulting = Iaghd
and aqile steeving. Fough lerran and erad
riding become a joy. Toosteep a head angle
and the lack of tral, lack of stabiley, and
quich stewrms will prosadi a despd, refigiou
expeTierCce o fast, rowgh downhils. &
ter shien can help tame this siuation
mesing the rider lusther bedend the wander:
g fromt wheed A good rumber of an

continued o6 page 15

i
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o Mark Slate

Brakes: Roller Cams va Cantilevers

“rtually all rountain biloes ane equipped
with cantlever or roller cam beakes or a
cninstion of tha 1w, Thess are the best
braking systems currently swalable. Ye
despeie thewr unkversal use, mosl riders do
no? fully unedirstand how the brakes work,
hasu 4 acdjust them (edpecialy roller casns],
and how io use them lor macemum effi-
ey

Efficient braking has a nusmber of ingre-
duenis. Teare of P meost impartant are kever
sensitiily and rider swareness. In & fas2
stop, a skiddrg nre travels lusthar than a
roling tire, Conssquenthy, stapping distan
cuk are deperdent upon a nder's astidock
system. The abikey 1o sensa the tres’ trac-
ey [avoichneg & boss of traction) is the key 1o
opbmal braking performance i ewn the
shpoenesr of condnng

[That's why the sulomobile and trock
indusiries are working s basd b0 produce
compister operated, anti-skid braking devi
cus, Automobie power brakees make “rire

I” almost nos-existent.)

Cantilever and roler cam brakes are
effective because of leverage amd minimal
power kns. Livrrage translates harnid pros
sure inbo padborce againat the rem's surface.
The greater the mechasacal advantase, ke
less hand presiunt needed for ol braking
porer. Tha mechanical advaniage is senply
the detance the beake pads maove relative 1o
the brak lrvers travel B squeezing the
Barake keven palls the beake cable a hall inch
with a resultmg guaster inch of pad move-
. the syslem has iwice ihe bearage
compared to a hall inch of wire revesent
residliing i a hall inch of pad mavement.

Sarviitnity 1 The resull of & beake sy
tern's fidelity, enabling the hand 1o el the
brake pad/rm contct resporse as if the
ridar’s Brger tips were gripping ihe rems.
Ay cable streich, cable/ houssng Iriction,
and flirxing of smys, forks, housing stops, or
manking bosses distons this perception

Addmaonal lacrars aBecteg braking ac-
tsan are pad to rem fricton and the pad's
waar charactenstics. Soft pad compounds
oftien e prederable because of their lack
of any abmupt braking acticen. The sofies
rubber fkexes under presosre ard woars
rapidly 80 cver-braking is dificult. But the
ridulting lack of fedl, a sporaginess, reduces

'emﬂnuu while the pad's raged wear re-
q

uires frequend sdpastrents and replace.
menis. The greater the pad's resstanca o
wear, i mard pracee the braking action
will be. And while it s possiibe io oo beaki
by apphamg too much peeisure, @ also
much wmier to modulate the bralong re

sponse wath subthe hnser movemaents. In
sbarl, wou'l have precision corirod owver
vour braking

That eire's surface is equally crucial and
often ceerlooked. It should be properly
tmsed 2 frese of any anodieing acd irmgu-
lazitws. If puscdd and i are lapped” (womin
Tor 1022 pad contact) and react corsistently
through the whanils revolation, the braking
action will be smooth with a resulting in
crease in the nider’s control of the b

Thw finsl brakes in the world won't

wiork i they're adwsted incorrectly. A
brake sysiem's effectivesess i directly
depindent wpon how it's set up. OF the teo
systems, cantibevers are much the sasier i
il

Afer removing then remstalling the
brakes on well gressid proal bosses, adust
thae pad prit bivrgth aned padd angle without
ihe saddle ware in position. The pad posi
shouid be perpendicular etk rirn whan (e
P contacts the rim, Set the fow-in so the
Ieading edge of the pad relative bo ks Bee's
forward motan touchas th rien first. Adust
Ak saddle wire bergth o the wire is perpen
dicalar bo ke pevor arms when the brake
peds cortnct the rim. Also align the pads
waniths tha G tiade edae of the rim, just shost of
foaxchireg the tee. B your brahe levers hine
reach adpsitsnint machanisms, set them so
wou can commdoriably geab the kevers. With
ihe pads pressed agasest tha rim, adjus! the
saddle clamp on the brake cable o there's
some slack between the hewer's relaxed
peosition ard the poinl whare the pads con-
tact the rim. If the lever s oo close i the
handiebar, you'll be unable to apply maxi-
enurm power, M too far seey, your Engers will
B by atratcheed oaa 1o squeeze eflectnly.

The most comantn sturce of any canti-
lives brake syvlem dissorticn is fourd in
sireiching stirrup wires and cabies; partialy
wabaad by replacing walh homiar gauge wine,
Adifitiral deaprtion can be found in Sexing
pivot bosses and even n the seal stays when
ke punt of axcramely light tubing

Haller cams are quite a bad more sopkes.
bacated ihan cantdevers and require moee
cari i adpaiting for optimal performance.
Linderitanding the prmciples of roler cam
operalon s necessary lor propes sel-ap,
Tremandcathy simplified, a roller cam brake
conaisls of iwo arms that pewost arcund
maountineg besses on lorhs and sy, The
can, hasically o iniangular piece of metal, &
pulled between the long end of the brake
bars, boreing them apan. That resulls inthe
brohe pads mownied onihe bars” shoat ends
being pressed against tha whanl rims,

Pcture a teeter-tolter with the balance
point sbout & thind of ik way in froem one
e, M pou starsd a! the lorg and and bt i ug,
1k short end will drop down onlo the
ground. Lili harder and thwe short end wall
Press agasa T ground, That's one half of
& raler cam brake waih yoiu beg ihe cam
and the ground the wheel nm The pivat
boss is the fulcrum, the cam the spphed
Barge, ardd the ped the resdeesy peessure

The iden isn't reew, The basic srm desgn
wiak lirst indroduced im the 90 with line
beage buars pusheng the arms sy rom each
oihes. This was the skl wiad by Charke
Cunningham on his original roller cam
Brakes. Marty Pocle was the Ieal b0 use &
goler and cam b brake actustion. Scodt
Mool (ks Cycles) ard Charle then expen
mmenied wath aren and casn shugs B0 arvive At
thi ¢wrrent design, Steve Poits and | also
b ama irwobund imthe desagrwork with ke
comspquest lermation of Wilderress Tral
Bikaes (WTE). The resource pocling of WTE
and Scott Mecol bed 1o ing reased distribuation
and uie of this aldirew design

Alter Chaslie patented the desgn, he
lcamsed the manudacturing rghes to Sun
tour. They in furn introduced procuction
charges comsisting of lorged arma, sbedl
cams, unge roler poasition, bus ng brake
spring holder hidder behind anms, and bal
Joint iype pad adjuster securng mec hasem
WTBE's werson bas mackined slusmiram
brake arms and cams, optional roller Do
ton, Feplaceable mam pivot and roller bush-
ings. and & unigue brake spring and holder
that alevistes any potenial Sleesaes.

Roller cam adaastments sre all relative o

continged on page 12




Mt Bikes & Haute Cuisine

by Gary Sprung

Standing high above Benberine oo Fosail
Radow i the ki alternocs s, my moun
tain baie parked nearby on the rail | can
s [oar mountain ranges surrousdsg (e
Chunnison country o Colorads, To the cast
arel south, the Colegates and San Juans
ferm the Continental Divide. Wast and
norih are the West Eiks and Elks near
Crested Buete, Four Wildermess Areas and
nver dwenity fourteen thousand kol peaks
tighlight ik vasi landscaps

Thisser greal views are bai one of ihs
assets that may bead 1hs 5000 sere roadlons
ares o athcal wilderress desigration. Fee
warked for that Congressional action far
oveT fodar s s, ol et using & mounssin bike
M EA lgations”

Toeagh work, this wildemess pressrva
i, e got to takie kv trips mio 1he shady
area, fih the sireams and lakes, waich for
raptors and big game snimals, learn the
ecoloqy ard geclogy, and generally have a
wisdenful time, For our wedding annhwes
sary i early Ocbober of 1984, Anno and [
dechded o combing iy “wirk” - & weekend
il aévois the heari of thes alpine wlder.

i

nasd -with & stay at an ekegant couning imn
o fhae sost haerm baouindary

Aceess 1o Uhe northern edge of The shady
afea is via pivedd highswems. From theee, the
Surnmerville Trel provadis a vebeet path of
i rerecllics st int the wild, lewing the
sights and scunds of the Todor Canon
Road quickly behind. The morning sun
gfadaally wasswd the auturmm air, Tluminai
ing beaver ponds and per A
50t lighl as we slippend by, gears ety
chehureg

The trad soon kesees Summerlle Crauk
via sicep suirehnacha chenbing to the upper
slipws of Crysdal Creek, the remobest, heast
visited portion of Fossl Badee. The reward
for pushing up this section is & fine view of
bighorn sheep terriory back across Taglo:
Canyon and a sreoot™ irad gradually chmb
i e 10,000 et wheve the kdgepoles gve
wiry 16 an old-growih, spruce/lie forest
Several miles later, & break in the frees
opens onaclasc Colorado vista a bwo mile
wide borel of conderoas foeest iopped by a
g exparde od grods and arange boulders
em a rounded ridoge. On an earker trip, |

Ornurps

elimbsd abowe Bnberbne beve and spotied
one of Fossll Ridge's two dazes resident
MOUNELEN goals

W fallowed the trail down st 1k bowd
o Bacnk amdd our first tank up. Thewe's no
meed B Canny thama pint botike and &
Eellier in water - ple Foasil Ridige. Tha erail
Eraverses southuasd aond the boad where
the fine riding is soon interruptod by another
wwmichback push. Fossl Ridge et easy bor
meountain bikers bt it ahwsys enriches
those whe persevere through the o

h, the next seclion is a
a long, brakeless descent
an a smoolh irall inba anether bowd with &
ting tarn and a lunch spot overlooking the
Crystal Croek drainage. Below sre the tops
of chlls dropping fo ike onieke. The chiff
insure the drainage wall remmain wild w
ek ths upper trail encroschog. A lar
herd of ek use this esuantry lar spring
cabing a=ed lall migrations

With Hermy Mouraain, 21 13,254 focd the
highest peak in (he ares, prosiling inspira
ton, we reached the Crystal Crev head

ri by mid-afternoon, eighl milles from
wead. With only iwo mone ta
w: Pass, Azmie wanbed bo press on
way! Why do you think | broughi
fishing pole®

il 5t aareed # was time for a side excus

o st we Bushiwsc bed | Feough dense Lalse
sre to Crpstal Lake, he mcst beautifsl
sl Richor's waihulpirs Liboes. Rainkens
were rising and a few suriace casts
it o Bsiaist rhil banebow-ine b After
refully relessing it. our fhowshis turmed to
¢ ridge shesd and the Gold Creek Inn

|

i
The tral dops oul on L1900 joot Soap
¢ Pass on the crest of Fossal Ridge

itd ek virws extend moall direciions.

The bowsger wa ke, b more thene was
o, W could spaned dngs slaging il the

o and 4l nok Fase our Bl of lookirg

by are focund lossils deposied in

Fiic Goearm 500 ta 375 millon years

miny exposed 12000 feel above sea

Tweniy miles of unbroken, alpne

Miking ¢rass these genthy rollng

srids, creating a usigue, absns timber

arhk

@ leaving the pass, | glanced back
where we'd come lrom and mealieed wa'd
st b thit rase experience of riding fen
miles without ercouniering & single Hare
d. The land is boo rugged for demesti
i
Beyond ihe pass s the east-west Fosad
qe Trall asd twe poyitully Nat miles of
5. The trail paralels Fossl Ridge
miles and cam be usad to link 1
vl h-suth roules, creating a wariely of
e clany Boecnps
W th Frad onlo (ke Wilow Creek
Traul fior By dhricerd 10 Clhio City and the
ld Creek Inn. A mile dosen the trail s the
ppermansnt casmp of Budy Rudiban

alocal g harr wihas b guidend humntirs wod
ik Ehe arca for filieen
o ! wiwd ol 1hi
a road, & road Rudibaugh
ver be extended o the fop

ibwr sl

iHbearing imestone
The Willos

Tl chowc

il ard ellonay el pairias i naar the
o, Anne came b0 a screeching hah

viperel ol bt bekoi arsd dineg into
patch of raspberry bushes hewmey

s ware back in crdliration al the 1y
t ol Ok City whaeree 1hee Quold Crek
e a splendid culinary experinoe

Fi urw o el s cory frevce
chriryg rooen irdsde a log buildieg constroct
ed 189, We felt compiousushy out of

= our grublbe cychrg auties bul awrer

¥ fiat i G,

it Whistreys then ked us upstains
armeshied wails s Lamdy's anihgus

Drinner was a feast of delectaike tasie
Siuled artichokes and saubied mishrocss
e it Bloion] by Brenh sealiond bisguee sand 2

fary boithe of chamgagre. Our
pothind halibat seal and

Mene Blisslal howurs later, Ann
returned 1o the dewg soom (o a o

tal breakiasn iir
Anoths full day
0w alno onde
toasd siuffed w
walnuts, §
breakfast ar
come, Jo invited s e
Creek Inn Klunker
ST

led walh the room)

a1 g Loy before us
1 sonora ard french
s, boney,
Ngering 0T
it the ricle 1a
r 1k Clakd

Cup weekend of bk
course vanes each
categony o0 non-compe cash
prizes of up to $100 for lop recers. phis
ecatégedes bof the over 3 crowd and the
“Imonmen” on one
Clue eeturm inipstaated with new mdes of
rlleny ugrhill 6m he dirt rosd along Gold
Creck, passing ihrough an 15900 sy
district aleng the way. Al we rade by the old
Carter Mire bowrdeng house and the ram
shackle remains of the Ragmend Mill, |
wandered what those nineieenth cerdury
miners would think sboul cur mauntain
bikes. The oy cles thermeboes probably
wanikin'! have drawn foo much abiention
since bikes were the rage in thnse das bist
the sdea of riding through the mountons
puehy far The pleasure of doing sowould o
doubt have been thought strange
The road ends the Gaold Creek
carmpgroursd and ihe edge of the proposed
Wilderness. Fram thade, thies tradks kead 1
hahing lakes
all eacieng 10 & 8
Radge. TE
: §

&

Shaw
Jual uncl 1hwe Lt
wal foot push o

Shaw Ridge i a shoulder of Fossil

e Peak, and

Grirps



another departurne from the
amble cver scree ends 22.an
4 comcrete bulding on i

agood place I

5 put
The rowte then descends ¢
ge, Lottis Creak. vi
wailchbac ks beading bo an extenaie beaver
pond  wetlands. Gesse and dusbes fosted
o= the ponds’ glissy sorlsce in the afier
" sun. They either didn’t notice our
‘t rewet, But whan v
wilk closar, they were gone
i Bacyclms

A werien af

approach ar did
d
| suspect animals don't recog
as athawar sine we appear s d
husers on ook
Cows in the mci

gty

2 fram

hbsorhood coml

il
pasiage of the well irodden but rough irail a
foermidable challenge. Lors Creek sventa
ally widen 5 & apacious grassland at
0 00 et calbed Union Park beypoed whick
a lovar wheeldrros road plunges through a
£arsen of Precambrian grane. Thosa three
rochy miles are rough b
mostly redabi

Tha koop is chosed via the peeed baghoesy
i T bor Carspon whisre it's beva 1o shill sl
high gear and ey the casy pedaling hack
1o the car, five reles downatream We were
homs back o Crested Butte helnee surse,
ha mne in bowe from the combination of
Nire food, and encos
* %

W

T8 with

Mark Slate
e I

SRR B
& & curvd section fodk

gt edae. That edge’s anghe

. the brakes
and s
et Blacsaing the
ange between the ramgs
widie r5 PO ke g and Con sl

I B

Wi the pads conssct Bhae rim, the o
should have menved ihrough ik rollees
the relers at the s1ar! of the consta
ramp anghe, 1t cam’s sirmght edge. B ihe
rollers are o the curve  Beloee (ke e
wtatmgama, braking sensitpity s decreased
Predictatle bralong requires & consiani rale
of mosemint froen the mormemt the pads
cordact the rim. The panpose of the curves
besfcsre thae strasghy D i Eaped o
of packs 1 1he r pag grester whael
chearance when the brake is not in ose

There are rollie cam achstments,
each with i 1 rislin, Ther bt o]
mosf commonby done 8 shorienng ihe
berabog cable bey mnanang (ke carm chadar bo tha
bl bevr, Bt 1hat cely changes the poind
at which the pads comse o contact sith
the gy 1 bt & i has
litthe aifect om the braking action

The more mnportam adjustment is the
reller and cam relationship, This & best
e in steps. Frstiratall1he brakoe srms on
will lubmcated makn prots. Doa’t wossy
abeut cormpcely kacating the return springs
wet. Mext abgn pads to the rim while holding
the aawns by hasd, Plice the cam o the
riilers 30 the rolers are at the start al the
cormtant rasnp. The cam is roi pet anached

tir the braks cabide ply hodd # in your
Birgers. With the roliers held in the correct
i pad posi

The ohigetion s havmg the pads
come info comtact with the rim when the
rollers are &t ihe beganmg of ithe cam's
straight sechon Rechech the pads aign
ment with the rm

Mow gstmblish whiere pou want the brake
v whin the pads comtact the rim accand
g o your hand's needs. Before clampieg
tha cam 1o the wire, pull tha wire out of 1k
housing and grease it belore reinserfiog it.

Cable/ housing ircton s ahen the couse of
sluggash hrakis Secunely clamp the cam to
the wire and test the results. Be sure the
cam's sustace o paralel ro the rollers wivn
gengased. This presents wire wind wp i
can cause & sporgy feel. Set brake sp
terrsons qunky and as Gghtly as poasit
au anly need encagh spring pressure to
e Hhe pads sway brom e elim e the
e & meleased whili mambaining the
ridlers” condact with the cami. Less spring
pressUnE meand bess & riad fabguie
Make sird i Cam |I|l. mine Fha
cam from the rollers by sgue 3 them
agairrst the rim, This say yeull bave s
problers extracting the cam Eo open the
brakes lor wheel removal. Also be sure both
pads come inla contact with the v simul-

Larav.sly
Rcdlercam beakes geews
[ o] 'Ih.r< ST

PERREUTE, 'Iw"u.rh |wr| in et Frined closer
tothe rlmm'r\egalﬂ thee correct relationshg.
Properky selwap, e 1 beakes are

E bi-frid and regure unll. infrequent
& ment

i dey 1o 1 dyeitérn comnpane* Can-
tdevers are light, easy to adjusd. easy bo
relkease Tor wheel removal, and proside

Thay'ne also relatvely inexpensive. Roller
cams are heawer, hasder 1o adjusa, dificule
b relgasi dor wite ernonl, And can b
o ad dams in wet comdi Il:\m They'r;
also Laer by enpensba amd F r
berigars bocated just for them h'r-.-ﬂ can
and cartlevers cannot be merchangedon a
bk,

Are roller cams’ pevfarmance worth the
fra coat? B wou're after precishon braking
conirod, absodataly, Most of the b, the

prerf sice dilfererce bebween the iwo
syntems s mramal. They boith woek smooth-
Iy prerwner by, Bt o iny e Ereme

BN, maad, water, srow, steep descents, o
when heavly laden, the rller cams seand
enil

use only A-‘-'_'.u-' o¢ twe for maximum brak
L P [ tagiad durmg sl
T going fo mix cant

put ik rolles camon
v percEl of mace of pour
red fo the front wheel dur
Eawaking. Thar's whamn tha
and poraer al & roller

levers and rolker
the frost. S
weight in framsls
inag heardl, dhoaeit

i a ks
n braking
is soemething some peo
ple do eve of will quality. | state o
unranditionaly | didn’s be heve it initialy bt
have becoms comanced wit

periormance. Th

EN T T

Bi's trume | harve & s taed innerist in roller cam
brakes because 'ma partrer in Wildeme
Trail Bdoes. We mamulacivee and sell rol

earm brakes as well as hevirg sold the licens
Suntour. Cantilevers are excel
lent brakes. They waee the bt bor all road
the achvent of roller cams. Now
s provade the highest level of per
Latike when properly setup, ¥

(&

oPOTEIGHT ON
TOLORADO

The Great Places To Ride And Why

Hachysach, an ancient game, & albe and well 5

Snoew capmed peaks, wil
Toasssy spar khng 8 reams, and

chi, I bruth, the cas
2ensinds mos iy of vast pls
waving grass and erdess sieeiches ol whea
while b weitirn (kied i dormmated by
ing mmesss and dranatic deseri canyons
Owily the certral third i mountamos

Basd withir that centend third are mare
14,000 fet penks than m the resl of the
consguous Unibed States combrined, Brosd
valleys ol ranch L wind alang the base of
rugged peaks, & sea of green lapping ai the
mountaing” feet. Forests of mised corfers
and decidisous aspers cling 1o the rocky
slopis while |M T codtomaoods  ling
b neli i 56

Eabugrs

ris o s
long dead, pep roads and rads pern 1
snvry waling, wvrry alpine fastness. Diesoi
the depressing closareg ol wilderes s areas o
bikes, thare's il hendreds, no tens of
thausarsds of square miles of backcoumiry
fror sdverituee cyclbng on the grandisn scake

Hed moumiain bikers lve on man than
just knobbey tires and these's where Colo
radis s 8 cyeling paradise stands put. Those
magnificent mouriains have spawned a pro

by biee and the ewemings £ g
eas, chips, a5 walsa or fine French
whatever your taste demands

Folkrsrg e descriptions of & few of
those grand mowntain towes and jusn the
ightesd tasse of soeve of the rides. Mext time
i baok g of Coborado, conmder ifa
arias, & e ol you e
biking enperience you've ewr dreamed of




SPOTLIGHT ON COLORADO .

TELBSSIDE

by Richard Compton

Telluride (“io kel vou r
thoss towns that clutchs
Infelded on three sides by the Sar
Mountaing and graced by well kepd W
wlardom. Telluride
ham ol & lost and

s adegua
ence each year

A r-‘l ed vears aq0, mcredible ener
s were expended Teburade ("Telluri

urr . mon-retalbs element., usually com penes. M gl
bined with metals, as telrsde of gobd *) by te af ¢
<-' rock

miners, men wivo diflered ke from ther 1

h century "

blasted roads into the most enkiuel) and
b pilacirs B the sile purpose of

r-\. VENS @njoy 4

a ledae e 200 yards |
1

serious mosmiain bike oo
haven |
the late sixt

rmaginations. Some even succeeded. Tha

i diad, thiir delapsdated ruins

mountainsides. their miners
I ik

stron g streak
Fcstifniran andd e gert o ar
rerming throug
malniaing a ¢

rest gradually refy
atain bikes ane cresl

.
d mountain cruisers 1o
rgoiten trails v
gf, The Black Bear Pass
up the valley wall beside
phatihy il of Boum, B8
¢ ol mining roads. Sn

the conveyar belt of Beidal Vel Fal
/4 ings edients that whic '1 the st vEible o

. rochky, and st thal lous-w
fic m res travael {from
i ), Bhe road B bed 0 hecnme

r bikue route. Hather it szands as a
g T e - 100 1ough 10 ride
up snd 86 rough coming doem that once la
usually enough

Bear Crewl [no relation io Black Bear
Padd) isa the b e jant up & modarate din

and 1o entertain lierally three blacks &
seem (o achiew ks Bart of tomr The city beat & o0




SPOTLIGHT ON COLORADO

" * ASPEN

by Lou Dawson

Bk ik few o erwellonw

SRR
and | immadial
d there were hrerally hundreds o

3 Frsled
Almost every
¢ STl 1D eng

s car eyes and jsh Fingers ai
chooss a route. The only

cosible by an inpros

F vy grunk | 1B o ¢ v sl Bent i A B owas
reck. Arnd hepond 1k e posEs 5
4 e far a8 you're wille e W a green rdewill endail. OF b e 1o descovver o they would go. A trai
' lelm naar T : e et I ks [F Latter, somme “pk s ed
o find out. Not everyone sifies

choser to
1 hike: staging
sevin miles

o

i worasand feed kagh
de and sits in the mic
Iy Enpeed
[ 1ha %
ag¢ to Highw

R bor & day o s
L ne Pass, Op
¢ ik Fraarth of Juby

4 Road was once a popalar
tus Telluride froen Oipbee ot tha

aspen
shadow

& o & el
vy Sikur Moun

sides and cliff
sl trasly

Thiisgh perhaps
& sign of a iy

. Ak

Lecerwlle,
sl by

s 1 Ehe south and the Snefels range
1o the nosih

18



bikes were

the Maroon
astically when

with thousands ol v
tion bahind s,
puskud o

trvr, and ok

and krsw ey bike
[ was alsa slightly

g things wald
ol dlready been out for g
nad to walk the bhes

erran ridie would qu

Down the other sid
#lioig, borely ridable, trasl s
the trees. We hung oll the b
sl the grabbers, and shied
al gonzo descender vl
stamguidl the cesoen
mnds warre sarveral endos inlo seowbanks
scary bul refreshng
Th-h- ek errain was hard o come

| dcrwmhill was o
w2 alkomg a spur Inal

an outcrop ness the begin
g L1L5.5G.5, Thimble Rock
le showed heading down Huntes
k. Tha s alaiy ahowed our
spus in il partareing sarveral mikes badar
We arr

e spur frasl was mostly ridable to
Thimbhe Bock ik, s |.-_.._4,|r.-.3”|¢rm
a baulder fie
anewith suiomabile size
rong of us S
he ather ssde. Have you ever
ing over huge ¢
pound Bike on omd sl

a 30

18

st Lo ik e the
wisivaly thicker. We bogan

A ||- -

through shin
worty bushis inagged
tock more and mose
kakgs

il I? hours. Tha ..n-.|
'M-q.lkrunlrl-'.

We were siill laughing. but it wasn't
ammesd. We krew the frall would svenius
' become ridable sooesr or kaler 4
alone kept us whing down the

Thaers, withson
# hud disappeared

vy anounsd i the jusgle behind me,

9 & passage through the relentless
willoews

W scrambled i«

er overlook

zed in farids. gree

The «

g ol a large
valley. Horses

s0m
aburiginie stumbling

o5 “"'“”""""'\M'U I-.,l--;..-.n,.;.-..”,r
and covers

vt by i e g
eaved, aoked like an arm voillange lesd,
My lree wheel had 50 vegetatian
wiorind ug it (ke il wouldn't shilt
had been a bear ye
st. It had been wilal sl
had i fure of disappoine

s Mg and

-,’ ' .--'ulrmus at tenes, worth thair weigh

irum Hot Springs, & welcome inferbeds

aine Yet we nested with feelings of eheva

on, Satesiac ion, and well being. | didn’

'l'\-l:' a sense of accomplishment since it

n't been a landmark venture ke a
i d firsf mscent, though it was st as
wative. Yet, the very vagueness of the
& ared i ethereal value of (hat kind of
w filed me with 2 mellow sense of
sooess. oy, we did 2, over Mideay Pass
v dorwms Hunsir Creehs it had been hard,
fal, and wonderul
The Lower Hunter Creek trail ks a
sk Yioun can Ay down hard pan irecks
rough dips requiring nimble gear handling
accasional misd holes that enlighien ik
. all ihe bovse surmoandied by Bl of
sl consmrs wwaning in e wingd Rising trowt
el the darbace of beaver ponds siretch
w3 the upper scction ustil the mwer
srrows, dives under an ald bridge, and
] l!llmn 1 ith meeting with the Koaring
Fonk, Mamemous bicpcle tracks gee tes
vafy to the valley's popularity. Aler
wirvirral rrdies, | trail passes through & gate
sberr  large tipd whare hold outs from the
1’5 T, Tha Last mile of riding adds a final
alkop of mpice & shoet, iechnical s
vhere riding withoes! foot dabs s a chal
. Tham comes e poved foad  dican
Muountain and an exkalarsting downhil

i
Hunter Creelk made a B finsh o &

v ride., Sweeping down the tral made
Bikes, which had acmittedly b

old. In town, we made a fast track 1o the

orado, land of lakes, tundra, and mountains

| hall starved, we indulged in banasa
spliis and huge milk shakes, thoroaghly
vmaring a grosip of sedentary tourists

"Hoaw can vou eat like that and slay s
shiinng?™ o of 1k mked me

"l gt & bot of exercise.” Mike smiled and

ralentad
speat man bas dreamed up yet.” Then my
wancker “What about Lake
ander if that could connect
adville.. and then there's
yarah - Maggerman Pass, and
b jeup road up the south
fork of Lake Creek, and ihen this is
00 P

# & % W ook ok ok o

The Roaring Fork Valey is ihe mapcs
ral ('uh-v-.n.'_-\. % El Moun
| the valley ks the abs
of A speer Thv lowser amed 1 anchored
o Cilarwood Springs whaere ik
ork River fows into the Colorado
s b8 200 s add wihile Crested Butie
rib south geer the Elk Moustaims

Thas beautiba mountain valley and i
surroundng lands provide endloss miles of
ri roads and traals fos mountain bikes
Most are county maintained grovel rosds
ard unmaintained jeep Erails. Access is
gerwrally from paved highways. Masy of the
bersd iralls are within Wilderress Areas
where Bicyches are illegal sosingle track
rickes are Bmited. One of 1he very beat i@ the
Covernmaent Tead betwwen the Butiermilk
andd Snceamass ski areas. Most of the other
trails that are kegal tend io be rough since
thay haven't had the frequent use that
defines and enhances them as the irails have
basens in arcas bhe Crested Burlg

Rewaring Fark mountam bikers rerd 1o

use ghter weght equipment such as 1.75
tires o SCho groas bikes because of the
arnound of road ridng rfqurhi i gt i the
teads. But o e Bunpar i fun nb, st
ol tha rodited are B rowsh for all b.u| he
best cyclocinsa rders

L psirs &7 & friuis! i thee upper valley
Much of the best riding s after ke, steep
chmba irom the valley Boors. The Richemond
Hill peep road from the 1op of Aspen
Meourdain back to Tagdor Pass i an exce
lent examnple of this, Once the 16o ol 1he
sidge i alained, the track rolls akong for
mille after mile wiih beile coerall elrvation
gain/less, Big gears can be wsed with riders
faally flying, Views are spectacular wath
rugged peaks filling the harizan, B
exprrienes thil superh ride, vou hawve
grind up abowi 3,000 vertical leet an a
relatively smosthjeepresd, animposing
task whase rewards are well waorih the
effort.

Alrhough the sumber of Aspen back
country cyclists is increasing, the srea’s trad
vy potential has Basaly been tappad. In
acklition 1o what exists in the upper valiey
are the hundreds of mibes of trads and jeep
tracks wailing 1o be explosed near Gilen
weizid Sprireg n Routi Nabonal Foresi and
on BLM land
bt sourcd of informafion on the
ng are local nders. They're exploring
e annd e rads ey s sson and with
ikt mereasad iralfic hud come noticeable
rnprovemments. in izl condiiions

Aspen is a pstifiabhy Genous pear round
resoct, The Aspen Music Schoal produces
superb ouldoor concens throughout 1he
summer. Ballet performances and jarz
concerts compete regularly with mighily
emieriainment at clubs in Boah Aspen and
Saowmasd. With well over a hundred
restaurants, the spectrum of iastes s asnply
covered. |n additasn, Aspen has excellent
rech elimbing Ay fshing, mouniaineering,
hang ghding, wind susfing, Fiking, and road
riding all with sy access from Sown

Lou Dawson
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CRESMSD BUTTE §°

Hank Barlow

to admil Crested
v Bt e (e pasd

Right away |
# I8 Im-n. ar

arE ma

iy day
" d Butte s at 1
avement. Beyond
'\-l'\l:-\.'\-f]'b..ll.-?rtﬂ"\-l“nrl'\é
Three Wilde

crart’s bt attractions is the
bality of the ndes. All

anchers run cattle and rame hay
Drespite the chosing of Wilderness Areas to

an Lake Coty from where it's a
kip. amd & jur v e 1o Charary o
{hirice and Dharamgo in sou

sugh, there are mare

e Wilderness /
Ok it

Thsr prssh up sruy b hard.. ... . Poval Gallaher

e T

peaks are w
1o feer 1Rk ui

andd whilg water b Foe those wiith &

maore sedate state of moed, the Shyland golf
COUTEE i el Hha bry's finest. Tensis

arwty of courts ie chooss
1 b Bl
Meta rastrvs -,,rehrw, pebots Fead
up l'u slrp.‘--- C i

v 1o time after time: the Teocall Ridae
Lo vl Tl 309, A cens o baoch i via ihe

We weme planning to busy same bedore she emptied the pitcher Lioas Diaveson
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Brush Creek Road 2 mde scuth of town

The first tims | rocde the Teocall Ridgs
tradveas during o Pear] Pass Tows, 1'd ridden
thet mrmal route wp Middle Brush enough
times that | was ready for a change. e run
that Wkt Brush Creah, Teccalli Ridge trad in
wears past ared was confdent it wes rcdable
I'd w0 meard of others successfully riding
Ehig il

While everyone elie showly moved up
the notmal route . | hemed off alons for
Went Brush, one of the prettiest vallevs in
the Rockies. Beavers have created a strng
of pearl ke ponds along the valley oo,
thetir mud and stick dams & marvel of
engineenng. Golden Aspen leaves (oaled
on the sily surface while trout penadically
ehrpled the sur A lewwe Ty fisher lurkied
It (ko willinws, his groes fy
cutling arcs through ke aistun
akone on the tradl and feeling higher by the
[T

High aborve, 1owering inta the crystalling
shy, was the Grest Pyramid bhe muss of
Teocalli, » light coating
empruasiing 1 feanmess of wier, The
turthes | rode, the more it all seemd like &
dream. I'd started ofl wearing a wool
swaaber and taghes but by ike time | reached
ket ket of Tercallh, 1hee swatister, t-shirt, and
tights had been rolled up and jsmmed inso
ey Lammny pack, The hot sun burning down
on my back was lux 8, no doubt
partially the result af living in & climate
wihiere waEiter 8 the dominant season

The further up the valley [ rode, the
more pr ¢ the double track becama
wnlil fmally #t was 2 single rack angling up
ard across the hase of the mountam The
ergel was smooth, packed diet and except for
s couple of spots where il had been eroded
into a sidiedsdl 100 Beep to ride acrems, one
kindred percent ridable. Thi route led me
up aned across rhe head of the Wess Brush
Cree valley. | could look right Back down
The e I'd jusi pedaled up, the ponde
sparkbng in the sunlight, & sea of golden
Aspir oo gither side of the valley gently
quaking in a bghi breess. The view was so
miggraficent | had bo comstantly stopic stese
at this incredible pang spdead oul M
my feel. My body vacilated between a
lessinugde browght on by the Inchan sarmimer
heat and an energy buzz caused by 1he
super trad leading me hegher and higher up
the mountain. The latter wor oat more
aftem i b not and s miles quickly passed

Thiz sumeni was the ride's climas. The

»

wieni? el b flyi
#axuberance of a
sl & taut bike bene
resiting o mw every mdvement &
e, The next, I'd come 5o 2

beherd anotbr for a8 far s | could see

| chichn’t wrand tha trad 16 ever end. | could
have staved en 1 Borever, & peEEaTen
kigh dedp in the mountaing, Buat i did,
evenitually. But onby alter kelinawing sloeg the
ridge crest for a e or more then dewr
dawn and down a ge descant to the
nlersectaon with the mam route up Middl:
Brush. From above, | could see streasns of

a vamcher's jeep trach beading b a breaking
down reservodr dam ard a ssngle track
leadirg sway on the lar side. The irail
quickly climbs through Aspens into dark
comilers whene 1l angles hack acrots the hill,
Traverung upwards &1 a genthe angle. A long
wwing back 1o the leh and you burst out s
the braght hght Rooding rore Aspers
Baryiond the top ol ihi hirst chmb, the
trail drops down & small bill, cuts across a
lst, them swings right 1o a sudden plunge
ikraugh thee bress. A grosee has been worn
by bikers descending in a controlied skad
and 1hat's generally the bei lne. The hill
ands in & small bowl where (he trail bends
left amd climlis.a short hill The et ity fee
comsts of 3 nals course 1keough and over
profruding rocks. Getting through claandy
sl #asy, eapecially with a law Bottom

My body vosilated between a lassiiude brought on by the In.
dian Summer heat and an energy buzz caused by the super
trail leading me higher & higher up the moutaln.

meountan bikers showly worming therr way
up the valley Boe a sfream of ants beading
far a picnic, By the time | poined tha
Processson, most everyone had already
pasted and | silently pedaled up the valey,
soakireg up the day's heat and the bare I'd
bl up nding over Teceali Ridge.

Ro doubt there are rides equal to the
Tencalk Hidge in cevtain respects, but | have
wel 1o find one thar has the same fine
combmation ol irail, views, remoteness, and
ridabdiny that males this loop so wander
tully unique
il 209 i one of Crested Bustee's best
training rides. It's a sustained single rrack for
about fre miles, allerrating between a bike
handler's dream course, a hil climber's
nemess, ard a last cruser's delight. Five
miles doesn't seem long but you can coant
of taking roughly an howr and s Falf from
the stard slomg Fasris Creek fo the end in
Walrod Gulch! The Fermis Creek road Lakes
off fremn the Brush Creek road & mie past
the East River bridge

Thet erail's start s marked by no sign, just

Tr

cranks

ast this secticon is smoath,
pached dist with just enaugh protruding
rocks and expoted Aspen roots o keep vou
hones. The grade = sustained Bat nevser
ovenihelerrsy. Miles pass under a canopy ol

Aspan aves Inithe (al, ths ride i spectac
wlar. [1's like passing through a cloud of
shimmerisg gold kg~

vou'll pop aut enia a long
- wodis as it ought 10 have &
herd of #lk gracing beside the small brook

Sernitimes they Shilt o a high gear as
ORI R i i rreechory. Bl
A e A ehan an anchent fud Mow
wharre the trasl angles up and across the sage
and grass covered dlopes to a forest af

meupd Aspens and conders. O Last, “l“ i

uphil fraverss depesits you on the adge ol a
magnificent slope of wildfiowers and grasees
phingng down to Cemsnt Croek

That irad anghes down acens the Fillids
19 8 broad bemch and a trail junction
Tuarmireg right beads to o fre downhill asd e

L

rad balow, A left turs leads te Walrad
via a single track clinging to the
= Tha is ene ol my [avorile sectons
I smaooth buz narrow and tha s
s riquInEs Conital aftemiti ok
wi'ré doeey But the views ane grand and in
haight of sume, e trail al Gmes =
rely wsasle lor o wildfbrwaree
Still more opiions exist fram Walnoe
h. Do is 1he Cemant Croek road and
et b (o, Hescing up lesds 1o sl
wa singhe iracks wanding deeper into the
crcountry. One cantours just below
Top Mountsin to Block and Tackle
ail to East Brush Creek for an
Uty e, ronghby thinty mebes
i Iroe lown

hlls an aspen fosed after 2 ram

Rezurring via Trail 409 from Walrad
rather than via the roads is my
o I [ riding a completely
ail. Where previousby the hills
sustamed, slow speed grind, now
¥ re wildy exbdarating downhdls reguir

wlerous bike handimg. The views are
v different asd by the time you've
A v Farvig Craak, woul feel lihe pou
aap rather than vooyn'ed |be sarme
r an even better Erish, furn right
Itafeg 1k Feevris Creeh rosd ard dio
orvig Creek loop. Or dse.waell, you get
wles; the opiions pile up one upon
et ustd there is seemingly noend 19 8
clay's ride. Rebann o town for Beer and chips
at Donita's amd by thae time vou rollinto bed

worl probably have heard abous anolber
dazen rides you alsol 4

sammar but i fe . 28 parak during Fai
Tire Bike Week in Sepsember. Thousgh the
Paradise Divide Stage Race and the Pearl
Pass Tour are 1k highlights of the week, if's
really & time for old fmends from across the
¢ 1o gather, calch up on news and
what’s bean happening, and maostly ride
together. Fat Tire Bike Week 15 a folk
Rehuers in fhe midss of
ader the freesd irall riding
3 a magical nere 1Rt ARracts
peophke year after wear, Hoe a good movie or
Bk
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DURANGO

Ernst Peddlar

track, a deer pathy wider
crar passage of 1
the ridge through
i Prsdows of wild fows
LT
ficewers and the Meedle

preparation for u.hm \.-:"wr pre
[T et Fiakey
had assummed 19 be exagg
the bocal siders i m
Tha ddissoant &
i rider who

VEITOTS PR VDS

erposaible. Thne route followed o stcam bed
carvid out of the sandsices. Ur
esaly graspireg beanchs
formed a narrow canopy over the pat

o towe-lot drops

wouddn't have bee

too bad except m..-.l
wons ol looss rocks. The

lach od & | m.| I
¢ da

every bif of
T Abag . Why?
was xhils
ing, the rowle’s exstence expanded wh
conabdered rclabls, and withows: thal sec
ton. the Suicide Hill Loop wouldn't exist
The trad connecls twe excellera ndes that
combined. make a superlative koop

Bayond the wild descent
ok e pai b, ol Fauls o
alby seep chmb Ir_.
her saddle Tr:r;'u-" b s 1he source of

Bl passirg through @ time maching inbo
sicen, b o reslily, back bo

hat Wtahkin,
sigam hisses
wa story

wesbem fown right out of the 1800°

Tha ¢iry st O 1Fe b

ha Arimas

River im Sonst Fras
noeth over LIS H
TTCTIAT ks
SthamRon, also on 1 tha Anenas Reoer, East of
ik highrey & the We uiche W' duber e

Meedie Mownlaing ari
wisibed La I'1a|.1 ‘-'Ia.rJllH-m The
cular Ar
T the B P
he river’s i:\a".k-'
ey that
acerid admost sin thousand feet over
head, & the Durangs and Sdvericn M

Colorada, Filty miles

" ot bae upackers
w5 Arda.

Wi rmsr il Dy Wnikarniad, digurtur
il the 5:30 AM train signals the siari of a
wque race, the leon Horse C|

heading ino § the Whider

g r\lchvl brighily dressed cyclists
Jimto S

kcoal amoeke po

v 10 bl o 18 ne
""-'!-

The cyeiars uin

& TBCE AP
Category racars
winner and rec

bk race

25-mile, NUIEH--"-
bike race Prerace
walh pamors of 1he
plized Fucig akma’ imink
¢ was booking loreard
vacker M Chrmand go
vy, his ot riding
| 1¢am racing
walely. such was

bt commianed winner and
g MORBA and USCF race
g relatins
ta Jobn Glower, owner of

.

1 bike race was superh, ibaes lap
ciling track

e Dheerend, with a close sae
eqory Ong rosd race and a

iy "B i
et Faciic Cosit Serie
e Stage Hac
il place  sacond

1%, Mad was heavily

AV |

mowas the haghly regarded .‘- e €
rom Cristed Butte who placed fo
'. ategory Three and secord in the
ke race for 3 hay
Ring of the Moy

Horsa Classic is more than just
e racing thowgh; it's a ful
vents. A ten-mule fanning race winds
g cily, & BMX race i one after
rexan, while & kayaking conbest takes place
on ihee Arenas Beer, ane of the stase’s best
wanlers. There is a0 g supported
r lor road raees and 5 40 mile
ks

Town sparts & full array of
restaurants, bars

encelient
terlainment b
that gpird of the lrom

ent riders,
anothir chalenge rh;., re ik
soak ma on fhe Suscide Loog
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In the atterroan, they took me on the Perins
Peak bop, a si d eliml up an old
railrand grade to near the summit then
doremy ke back side via 2 famiaste single
Trach

Railraad grades ahways provide super
cyckng. The gradient @ mever SIeep 80 you
can hamaner up n ity high gears if you
want & herd workouf, The one up Perins
Peak was no exception. Witkoat hardly
etic g Ihe chnb, we were soon bugh aboe
dha valley floor where a demanding single

Pl Goallaher

Mearing the ered of the Ironhorse Moundain B Classic

2%

track fook ofl. The climbing was 3teaep or
a loose, graveelly surface. Tha
was sustained but ihe views of 1
Mouniaing froen the 19 wete »
affest, Theethe fun began, an at times »
baat moatly fun and fasi single iy

o Pasvow valbiy, SCTos r i
Scvarers, back and forth over a v
throwgh stands of cobiorraocds, b
across broad mesdouws to 1he outik

Those who wamt a longes mde wirh

raghl spent on the tred can head up Hermo-
w2 Creek for an excellent nde over the La
Plata Moantaing inte the Dalores Anver
drainggs then on b0 Teluride, A oo can
then be foamed by ageen headang o the
Paountans oo Sheerton and the nde back g
Drurangs. Or head over still another poess io
Lake City ard moee trads and jeep roads
snnisom and Crested
H- . Soulbreestern Colorado is 2 paradse
winken bidng and there & really no
and e the possbalities for mosmtain bioers.

Durassgs’s Lemous and spectacular road riding Paul Gallahar

The Ironhorse Classic

The Iror Horse Classic has baen lor

| years oo ol 1he precnmer evenis of Colorado

ol rrgasne

bike racing. Evertualy, thi el

| ing ard rumining it got 1o be too musch for the

T whi took on the raak and it has recendly
beer icabid back in gise, Mo kg =i a
weehend of USCF racing for all classes
Oinly omi coed race & held, the rece from
Dhar g over Coal Black asd Malas Doade
Paszes 1o Sikerion, seventy mikes bo the
mrth

Replacing the balance af the USCF
schedide s one of the staie’s beiter mown
m bike avents wath in 1984 a special
category infroduced, the King of tha Moun
tam gward. The Foreg of the Mowniain was
basad oo combinsd times 5 thi foad Tece
and mowntain bike race. The intent was i
imcekase the number o USCF Category
racers paricipating i the off-road svert. Ir
fact what happened is more off roadars
jusmgwel et (e eovad racs whike bow rosdes
competed in the of road, That was the
I, for i rmounisin bike race was
e

Tha first pat al the dirt cousse folliws-
& grewel Fosesi Senvice road up &
wpshboard hill ibfough thees tures b
tarning off onto an old loggrg mead. The
pace off the bna = the provam categ 'r-l-. was
berse, lor daster (kan the 24-¢ [
seemadiowarrant. While most of the racers
enthusiaste sl powred b ibs mad fray up ihe
hill, Diabe Stetens duplayd b axporsineg by
Ietning them go srd paces himsel! accand
ing o his ¢

]

o e cose e ramks. But @ waan't long

before his sirategy paid off and he was
iy wod King his way ap through ibe
5 everhsal #ght place S

W st beecame evident om the s
Il whize svrpone kad 1o camy o
r bikies. N aneg was mowing
uding frat place fimisher Ned
v uz The grave
i, the logging track gave eviryons &
ather bul the pace was so fast with
yore hamsnerineg in big gears that r
waa really able to relax. Then bads
iy wadie ok Ehe shang hefi tusm
wt climb, about & guatir mile
Tha geade ket up enough for everyone
Back an thir bikes but it was sol
p erough and techmical erangh th
s i abtenteon meant an immediate hal
progriss. Begond a ight flai was the
wall”, an extremely steen but tharkiully
g up without 4

r that, the course relaxed its relent
ks grivsed aewd the racers could swoop over
the logging rosds and singhe tracks witk

fig, and fam sangle track twisimg
§ Imees and back o the
road for a really fast descent
wtart of the logging road. Fly
road was kmd & riding o
marbies on a concrate slsb. Exacily uhare

acers in their r \:dd-h
ap with whirvs was in from of ihem

By 1k rirmse s second Lip started, the
race had prefty well settied down, The earky
pace had seen 1o that. Flemly in condrol of
the lead was Ned Owerend, the stcond
place foisher in the rosd race and dnentual
ol ik Mountaie wenner, while Steve
Cook controlled second. Stive was pushing
hard io gain tme on Bob Gregorio m oder
16 eostE Gul en lof s the combined results
whare e finiskid second % er & goosd race.

The Men's and Women's Open races
flierawd tha lead of the Experns weh fasd
staris rapudly deplefng everyoos's Sl
Except iy omly raced one Lap inddead o
three. The winner of the Men's Open,
Robert Connsr, hamnwred the course and
1 of the way bui was pressed
ghiat by secord place fembir Jason
Stramch, mine seconds dism &l tha endd
Ukily dorie-one seconds separated the frst
v finihars with fnusth place bnishar Kesth
Awuisin out springing Jel Varnliveer by caily
Bt spconds al bl il

The womer stariid ot impees
sively with more competitors than are
wsually seen but by the end of the course,
the rambers had been thinned. Kimbsehk
Schappeet ook a guick bead up the komg first
climls ar 1 1 pollingg dowrdall where

i the [mish with Kimberly e
minutes down

Dispits 1B olrsous ok of
zers erihasiadm jor the wao
thwe BURnOAIT wias @rcouragrg and home ?:.
portends & stranger ulure lor women's
moundam bike racrg

 OF gan

STEAMBOAT

& nob whal most
From & Colorado ski towmn. Ma mas
e, Tugged paaks lo napiring hack
drop to.aquaint semi-Vic barise méning oan
huddied at thew base. Steambost is ranch
band, spaavding ot o rolbng felds for as
far a8 thee ayd Con Bee o il
twn & Mi. Warner, Steamboat
veniusnd ahi area, but that & decen
r1g. b kb rome e a Nevw Ex v_]l.lml\kl il
than a Colorado
vt Al fenur th
bowmn, the slopes of ME Warnar
adicsning ridges and peaks ane genily
roamded and covered with locests of sapens
and conilers. There's rolhing imposing
bt them

Town, not the aki reson village but
Sieamnboat Sprivgs itself, s probably as tp

b fowwn an youlll ever find
esskon ussally promulgated
Telluridies 2ae wh at

Feeads right 1Racugh tewn on s way o Cal
fornia. [1's Steamboai’s m sirewt, Bor
lanirs e weeh g xpasscns parking shoulders
on either sde B sae afe grouped
liseg iPes rain sbresed frams one end of town
sehire, Thossr lirw bisness that sren'i
highaay are uswally no more
wary. Despile a patina

lern covered h

The domemani vehiche & a four-uabeel
Laateree prac busp, eifle foting gun

by Hank Barlow

racks in the reer window, and more than
gy o bale of tah iy i Uh g ke 10 ot
an act. That weather womn, lobaccn ches
ing eovsrbeoy ks on the froni Tender talk
ing b arel by Conatxng o8 thi i . A
least raost of the bme. Amongst this mache
s rrling meem, the sgha o
ar i ST lightly InCOngru
Expeecially il he cycher i aearing shin
orts and cpchng jersey. Bun thai's a
smgtt that i becoming maore menE
coenmon with Moois Cycles having homly
astablished ivsal! i pown. And for good rea
son. The cycling is superh:

That roling, gently eroded landscape
bt Eaall 16 e wr hing far betser
thaam b moe spectacular Colorndo valkays

nued an page 40




Alusirrum it the ourreni glasnour rmabe-
mal of bicpclng The LIS Ccling Team's
dramatic success &t the Olympics focused
American cyclists atteniion om aluminam
frames. Each season ricenily has seen more
and more aberminum bikes on the marke,
While meost of the sction has been an the
road biking end of the spart, mountsin
Eshing hasr't been immune

Charlie Cunninghasn's tnarsaced alumi-
i maonita bikes have bien spaken of in
amodt legendany terms and hushed voices
Probably with peification sinee there are
Terwe Iiboes i 1ot i (Bt sl fior thee 53,000
ar mare b Charlie gets for his, espacially
moundain bikoes. Adding o ther sense of
lore has bagn Charlie’s penchant lor doing
things s way. Hia way has beer whateves
works and damn 1k cosmatics. Hs hikes
ane lamens for the glaring, slmost primite
welds and quesets that held thimn together,
The finsh & wsieally unadorned with any
paunt, pait the bare aluminues kooking Hee
sonnething out of an aeplase Bsctary thousch
mone and mone buyers have been having
thier Cunsminghams panted. Eves the ane
Charbe so suceesshaly races on is panted

Whhat really made Charlie’s bifos spok
encd inawe was thelr wesgha, sommwduae in
the vicenity of 25 ta 26 paunds with his
periannal bike reputed o be abour 23
pournds. This wes al a e whem a rmountain
bike that broke the 30 pound harrer was
somwthing bo be placed om a pedestal, While
others claimed weights under 30 pounds
that meme often than nod turmed our to b
chosey b0 32 pounds, and a few particulark;
bold builders < haimed weights of kess than 27
perunds (b burned out 1o be 30 pourds
Charlie was producing homest fo goodress,
in the raw, real srount mn bilies weghing kess
than 26 pounds and somelimes s bess
than 25 paounds!

That kind of weight combined with the
prahibatinvehy ox pensive peRcE guarantaud
their place in mountain bikers’ lexicon
Alusminuen was perceived as the mags
carpit ride to faster, casher esding. Then
slong came Cannondale with the first
preaduction, sordable, sluminesn soun
tain bike. Even with an oversieed saddie that
was hated ar lowed with egual passion;
heavy, dual purpose tires that performed
equaly poorky on del of pavesrenl; hawy
rims, spokas, and hubs; 3 rear brake
straight cif & BMX kid's ks, and a 24 inch
mear wheel, the Cannondale weiched in at
2.5 pounds! The sura of aluminum’s
exnchasneress began to enode

Then came the Ketiler Salan, a competi
eaan wimsien of ke Carmondsle, 2 Manca
XCR Composiie, a Crotck Rechet out of
Cabforra. the Mosteus cut of Wisconsin,
and Irom o ol Amenca’s mosl Bmous
builders, ihe Mountain Khein out of Chiehal
lis, Washangten, Suddenly Cunningham's

2%

-
Blkes Aluminum is no longer exclusively for the wealthy

unigue creations were no lnager alane
Success beed competition and prices rapid
W dropged. There is ven a Japenece anary
into the aluminusn mousitain bike Feld, the
Warnakum

Dhcurs abumninuen woek, 1 it seally belter
than sieel? Yis and saybe, diperding upon
who you talk to. It really does wark,
wnaparrbly a8 o maiter of fact. But whether it's
betier than stewl s moot and will probably
rierrain &0 bor a bong as stesl ard aluminusn
bikes are budlt. Alsnirum has its aceany
tages as does sbeal. Which o buy is stracthy
wp fa you. Some ithoroughly dislike the
appearance of the oversized alominum
s, Otbwrs, mysell inchaded, love thoss
faf fubes. It's just a matier of personnal
choice

The most alten ashed questions oo
carring aluminuen ke are what kind of
pearantion che Ehary harce, bece loneg vl thesy
lase, and hiny does its perfoermarcs comparns
o steel. Guaranbees vary but are gererally
compEiitvg with thake that accompany
sleel bikes. How long they Tl Last depends on
what kimd of absmaum thiy were built with
and whal ikey've been vaed for. For exam
ple, Richard Cunmingham’s abjecthve with
the XCR Composise was bo baild an sluns
nism ricarg bike comparable i weight with
the lightest steel racing bekas but whose
strengrh would surpass that of the relstively
Iragile atadl frames. Bui, and ihis is an
important but, & full race steel bukos may anly
last threw years # it'e raced regularly. The
Momtis ROR is designed oo Lis! someabas
longer tham thal but rotkersg overky dramat-
i

Im shoet, all racing beikes, regardess of
the material they're buill from, have shoet
e expactancies. M what you're locking bor
s a eompetition bl you can ride hard for

* thee next fifteen pears, vou're out of luck. B
parloemance i whal you covet and daes
Ahee borrgevity, Compelitasn mcanlain bikes,
stedd oo aluminum, will gve vou all that and
mene. But don't expect 2 lietime guararter
with it amy mose than the persanwha buyi a
Ferrari can expect a fe-pear, 50,000 mile
i rainberIICe, o Probii guATARE.

S0 how alumanum stands up sgainst
st 2t be anvwered. There are sisnply
o0 many wariations o conslder. Whr you
ride, how you ride, and khow oflen you ride
will probably hevwe mone inlluence on your
bior’s longevity than the matesial s made
cut o

Kettler Safari

Unbike rosd bikes where racing. criberi-
ur, ald teuring designs are umiformby
accepted. mountain ik geamelny s wds
P b0 inFenation, And the more moantan

[}

bilors, we rida, the mone we reslize there is
0 “rghl” way to do ihings, jusd diferent
paints of view. The Kettler Salari is grashic
evidence of this

s seat and heod anqbes are oppesite 16
whal shmest ewery ok builder utes: 63
degrees and 71 degrees respectively. The
chain stays are relatively long ar 18.5 rchas
while the whielbase measures ashorter
than mavage 4275 inches. How that mes
aried geometny belt o riders varied. Those
who bke 1o spin found the wat too far back.
Thaese wheo hie bohang onio ke handiebars
and grind wp hills pewering sut slower
rewolutions liked the position, The long
cham dtays pretty mech reguined w-tha-
saddle ascenis because of a less of Eraction
wieen standing while the Tl desres head and
showter whelbase made for excellint aow
speed handling, reeessary for seated climib:
L

During descenits, the bud bhack seat tube
was popalas wilk sverpane thoush the front
end was deemed a bt too harsh and quick
by bome while others apprecated its ram
bleness. Trad riding brought the bike's
posithor and negatie qualities to the Bare.
The Safari was & wilirg, quick handing hike,
smaath snd s over rough terraln The
Eraml wheel wes easily Bted guer sroadl |
with the rest of the ke following B &
tender birdind the ergine. Whare the desmgn
chdn’t work was inihe iranation rom sitfing
o stamdewy The shalles seat tube angle
plices the rider 8o far back thal everyone
found coming ot of ik saddle smoothiy
wery swkward,

Aluminum is always touted by its advo-
cales a5 ihe maberial for smoothress. [f so,
thail must b tha source of the Kettler's slby
ride since a 71 degree head is generally a
mate harsh on reugh ground, Aluminum
sgema bo absorh much of the shock normal-
Wy transmitted by steel. Tha Haetter's frame
kikis jurst bk sy o1haer bile's framis none
of those oversined fubes rarmally associal-
ad with aluminum framss. Whetker the fal
hubses are i fact necessary we'll leave 1o the
angingers bo argae about.

The only complaint keard about the
frame wak it's beng a fouch soft but that
wasn't universal. Whale heavy or sirang
ickevs may wani a5 hiter frama, it's also sasy
10 cver-pmphasice (e percened noed fos
stiffmese. A stifl frame more efflicsently
Eransmits pedal power w46 Soraard motion
Eart i oll- rosdid riding, the frad surface dsell is
usualy loose. Corsequently thal e¥cient
Fomard thnust can b bost inwitee] spin. The
ridit of & 6tilf framne is also roticaliy harsher
with more of the road shock transmitted
mio the ridér"s hands and bull. So while a
solfter frame may nol be s elficses, rrail
spted may b [2ster becaase the frame is
acting bl a susparsion spstem, absorbing
road shock and maintaining tire conlact

wiith tha grourd, And il th ride s seroother,
tha ruder il probuabhy ket tha bike fan laster,
La don't buy e the siiffer & betber theory
withiugt finding out for yoursell what suits
HOUE naeds.

Comporanis aae top of the line Shama-

Deare T gruppo with Tourney AD
tekple chain ring cranks and & &-spoed
Shimana reswheel The cheoene moby forks
are Ketther's oumn design along wath their
own headset. The headsef was easy 19
adjust but senched to koosen up on rough
terrain. The saddle. a nondescript KHS
ablme, wai one of the most wncomioriable
saddles arvane had eoer ridden. 1 alone
e almosd enough o furn off mary & rider,
Heplacing it enathed svenyone 1o concen-
trate on the bilke's quabities. The second
Mgl cutrepkaink was (he Bres, more of those
ubiquitcus combinaison dessgns for road
anil siveet thal does neither warll, Inlact, the
Safari's pres were much worse on dirt than
an the pavement

For & 3800 suggested retall price, 1he
Hatiler pronsdes good value, especially fox
those mlerested in an aleminum bike. The
ordy cahar aluminem bike in its price rasge s
e Cancondale SM 500, another umigue
duenagr aith it oo piluriics aned minussis. The
Salart's byht weight, fine components, and
emcth rde should make it of inlerest o
angoese i the market for o medem priced,
peetformance moanian bike, Whether the
genmet ry st s pour syl i soere hing you 'l
just have fo find ous Sor yoursel by rdng @

¢ Mountain Klein

Mo buke has been looked lomward o with
aa tauck excierment as the Kles And ooce
it wars assembled and on the track. no bike
has attracted as msch interest. Imagme the
resction an Eren Ferrasi buill Jesp would
recetve and youll have an ides how mean-
vain bikers seact o che Blein Invarakdy, ihe
first thing everyone did was pick it ug, then,
abmoad as & double take, pack it up sgain
The kihe is bghi® Ours camae out of the box
weighing 25.5 pounds, includeng water
bedtle cages and botiles! Despine manufac
barers’ elaima of bl wnginny amnahens
frcen 24 1027 pocands, 1ke Flein was he Bt
ihi we've weighed that broke the 2T pound
barrier

Mlver biting i, nders exclamed sbout the
ahiter and brake cables deapprasing mio
the down tube, the messive, Squane chasn
sioys, a beautiful sero fork, and the radial
wheeh, Gary Kein's aluminem rosd bl
are justifiably lamous ard those qualities
rhat made them o heve been passed on o
the Mountsin Khan

This s thee finst mountain bloe we've sem
wath beazed-on froni derallear mourd and
cablis inside the down tubse, The deralleur
enous looks sharp bat can be a problem d
e wa] 10 change the lange chain ring. The
reason for # is simple: the seal bl B 1S
large for derailleur clamps. More unfortu-
nate than the relativel; Baed lirge chain ring
size is the limited front deradieur selection

HKETTLER SAFARL about $600

Thie hast wirds rarge, iriple ring deralleurs
can't be uked with the mdunt. Gary W
cugrently using the Surioar Cyclone 11
While the shilting is excellent betwsen the
wddle and large chaim rings and middle 16
granny, it’s terrsble from the granny to
mmiddle

There aren’t any partiodsr perlormance
advaniages m hadden cables and ihere may
ba some disscdvantages. Bul they ook greal
and by pare make cleaning ihe bilke eavy
Uiriblor road biles, mountam bakies imasia
by refurn from a ride splatftered with mrasd
Claaning is a never ending exercise and
those hiddem cables can't ba baat for that
Their disadvaniage becomes apparent
whwn replacing a waorn cable. Klein bas been
searching for b right brar 1ot b Lacibace
panning cables through so this potential
gl skl b tabom care of in the Reture.
Theere's also no wary o glance ab the caldes
bo e 1By wirebched and need adust
ing. But everyane agrivd 1he cliandness of
ihe design more than offscts the minar
Fasslis ol hadden cables

The Suntour XC raller com brake
mounted under the chain 4iays is alia
aperecisted, sspecally wiitk the chain siays
orming & mud umbrells over the brakes. [958
remarkable how chean the brakes remain in
vy 1B sl comaditionn. The froan! brake
on the profobype Gary senl is & Shanana
Deose camtibrver. Whetker that wall remain
She huic e il versin i il 50
b decaded Both brake types work fne and
which ks sapinos s a maiter of persomnsl
choice. The caniflevers are hghtér ard
easier to rebease bor wheel removal while ihe
rollar comms B a s sedatne bl Bl can
b tricky bo adjust properky, scenetras 1nse
boa cantilevers also. With experience,
nasther type should be a problem. Elfective
[bralding action s subiec i and roller cams

Pl Goadlavier

arwl camlidevers each have thee sdhevents
but more importantly, both tpes slop a
bk

The radial-spoked wheels were the
saurce of endless opimers. Some riders
look a1 them and immediately state thinl
never last; thew're mot strong enough for
tead reding. Others question the wheels'
sirength anly becaase thy've rever seen
radials on mousiain bikes before. Inanswer
ing why radal-spoking, Gary reples: “Tha
real guesiion s why not redial spoking; nod
whiy. The oedy problem wath sadial spoking
i finding a hub fange sirong encugh to
handie the increased pressure. The Hi-E
hubs are. Take care of that and isere’s no
reason nod B0 radial spoke.”

Thie wheels hawe fakhiully maintained
tber Bruinarsd adtar & reomitd ol hard riding,
They look great and, like the rest of the bike,
are easy to chear. W ke them.

As can be expected, the rest of the
componens are fesit drswe: US Tubulsr
seaipost, Cinell saddle, Susour XC stem,
Specwabied hancebars, Shimana S0 head-
set, Araya RM 30 rims, Avocel/Kitchey
tirws, Shimano 800 rear cerailieur, Shimans
b-speed ireewheel, Shaimana cranks, e
Thae bike s tracked out.

Frama snghis are raddle of the road: 60
degree head, 71 degree seat. Where Klein
thiew in & cunie was with the 17.25 inch
chainstays and 42.25 nch whedlbase, Tha
loth & & protolvpe sero wncrown design
with 2 miches of rake. I's hands down the
besd looking fork we've seen and its perfor-
mance matches its looks. The resubting
geometry makes for an excepiEmnally
smooth reding, stable bike. B climbs hke o
Dahl Skheap with hardly ever a loss of
braction even when standing. In Isct, the
bike ¢ats up cui-of the-saddie chmbing. The
69 degrew bead and 2 inch eake ghoes it the

o]
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th a Wildermess
porsa bt et B
et forward. The
that, Less
ol wonid
he reach but | preder
That inch of saddle
steepened 1he sead tubse
Macing me in a more
latsi [ 5-LT
the harsher nide of &
b, A 20 inch fraeme with its balf

Fisbably maadd hane
e with no changes

b bt

g amy bike's hall

g it bo wius rather than
wina bo the bike. Barely does a bike it a rider
periecily w 1 ackustrmarnts and changes
Changng seatpodds altered my experser
of i NCR. Prevecushy | wasn't
the perk arci Richard had bs
Bike, Afler the swiich, everything star
fallng imio place.

Ther bl 16 & goser, Stand on the pedals
and i fairky shoois fore
sioepest hills, the rear whiels
beruc it tharirg out-al- the-sad
Thet long tog fube provides ple
for knees during s
where brumsad knee
hII'HJ\."Jr-\. are coer
bshig
Tha X "l:'\-mwc: vvclu-\.o"nﬂ
ot of the saddle couses ba
|15 PARRBGE, jUS] MoeE igied
b Rickards desigrs, wesght disiefbu

“Take case of ik pider s w
Ehe geometry almos
rrelevani. That's vy bik
angles ard bukes with 71
wark, If's rat the anghes that
i where the welght is
balanced bike, ore where w
adjustments 1o match ferrals
require only subile movenents

Il #xpected the frond end wi
degree heod and 1.75 inch rale o
possbly @ven ton gquick or 1|'\-\.|_;'| ground
That wasn't the case. In fact,
hasar.l.-:hi oworl"mn' i K;.um
ey
whisl
The Kl."R'-'a-m.--
wepaght drorm by
much and ¢
XCH's =

it

(7}

akiffish sieering.

1y wak misch appreciat
elur g brgh aperd descents. Sheermg efice
wak hghi but the response was
rwitchy even whin hamsnening
sakille in bog gears. The ride was
smooth and stable, regarcless of ke war
face

The silky ride is ro doubt due as mach b
¢ alur um luk as o the XCR'&
geametry since all the aluminum bikes
tested were nuistanding in this regard
Whether the chea maly rear triargle
citaets The abimimor's quakcies wan impos
sibde fo fell The XCR's top, head, and dows
rubes 216 hisge and basutiflly fnished. The
welds h had nothing done to them

cosmetcally except for paed. Bur despine
ihsae, 1wy kel i bBaka's baoks, The XCR

1 for hard, fast, backooun
wekds accEns it
 someching sbout the
s & serse of strengik and
l::lm i & Tackir
el, ies perfor

langing trails with & veeve you may

Specialieed unicom fork

W experemced provesusly
Wierils are as expecled fopof the
dby selected for the ol they're
amd deradburs arg

§ brakis., Thasd v
% we v aver used. They

] |r..~ ever. The
teul bitweer these previously festbed
X brakes were the brake pads. The arms,
carn, cables, and kners were whcal wet

the difference batween braking acthons was
dramatic. These brakes worked the way
redbir £ams ought 1a

Hubs aré Shimano Dusa Ace with Assya
KM 20 rims; tlees are Av
Crasics and ¢hainrings e Irip
{26/36/86) wath a Sh
waharel (12-28). Poda
bias ¢lwd that are rapidly becor
andusiry standard for bigh per

b

B
b HC's doa's makog iz,
measl experiencad m
clips ard siraps are 8

1k apinion of
nitain bikers, toe

bar. The headset
fork a Richard C
i Al Rl S
thae ssddle Selle Rova Tﬁl}lhp-‘\'ullﬁ'.

t ih btk 3
caretully fit befond
the seatpost plus & carmying sirap mourned
between the sear iube snd top tube, The
warkmanship is exceplonal, no detai
overkooked. The pink paint job was a seal

e -:.n-.r-v- reerial approval

p rake the XCR Co
¢ interesded i

pakite ane bike

i) ardune
shin Eghi shoais aven silber bookng
d whiz kewws whal
el bulgmg out of poclorts hanging ower
their bults. The
oversised rubing

"o:cah-:'d =5t ‘--'al: does the cosrpasy
sl spraad acrods the countny the idea of
ganoo rideg, -cmpany whao called ther
firel mouniain beos a Stamplumess o all
things, whal da they da¥

& brand reevwe, 1ol e

€

d on page 47

Mountain Bike Profile
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Kent E

M Maats is a inue performer. B
i hiriitaag Sie (2 nchas with
~a%1 rar bis arange complesion ared
ubber compasition prevent Rim fr
i bk ot tail, Efving wp his ko
or snout, and., with arms spresd wid
ceooning his heart out. He has nothing
var. His inming clothers a
nd since he makes not a sou
‘eelings dmeror. Thises
wing b Maciraosh in thi raat |

Cyelery, o
to the comp
A ; desappeated from the workd

Thi computit i & N add b tha
fami I-. u.-'u-r Mr. Moats {"kind ol ;

Muoods best fiend”l a
Blenit vens three vears old. 1 Fas
Meoti s w
whobe Fam! is atill vy

firac
abung high school in s natha
cmsin {71 was & real envirom ally
: wes and didn't have
& car”), Kent sa s ikt By b
odyasey theough Caneds, the U5, &
Maaieo, He spent & grard total of 5156
during the firsi six monshs, “Then wsler
arme and | had to spend a Bitle more for
Iathus i gear There weren't ey peo
r punmning arcwnd on bike -\.h.n.:n.l'hl

i1 Jot of comuersstions with pecgle who
endied up inwiting me over ba 1heir camp for
et | kind ol mooched my way asound

bt of clays of wedks w
was brake. “That was during the
shops were despera
thvern [ new b 1 b
and | had & job.” Chrisimas 73 found Hent
rems-coaning skiing n Asgeen. MHe heard of a

red kb

Alll had 1o

riksen

by Richard Compton

RAchard Compson




phota lab job in Stearmiboar Spangs, Colo-
rado, 150 miles sway. Hee hirchad up thare
Mew Year's Eve, camped ot m minus 80
degree weather, and got (ke job.

Hie mrcrvedd inte & tree hoass saght milis
marih of towm in March. The “tree house®
wears o hing but & plationm lashed 1o a stand
of Aspen to Begin with hut 7 soon evolued
inko & two-siory dweling wilth a deck on
each level Winzers Kentwerkad neo days a
weil in @ aki ahop, sking inbo boen or riding
his bile with his skos on a rack. The rest of
the tirme ke akied m the ot Srection -
“votally bac ke cuning and only on woodwes *
Summers he had to spend mone lime 0
o ranaging a i shop be operated out
o lsiche Edige Sports.

Thee tree hasse is e fursiling o s,
splling irs weals snd gues down the hillsde
CWell have a party up here this sumener,
gl ahsandnmmnganduwmhul
brusiics anad tear this thing dows,” he deckded
as we sunaryed the wiecksge one spring
meariewg) Comenuting on his tenapeed
wtaried Bant ihinking aboul mountzin bkes
The road from Soeamboal deterimases from
pavement 160 gravel Bo jeep track to lootpaik
as 1 approaches che teee house The ¢loses
Eent goi to home, the more ke wanted &
bike appropriate for the terrain. e didn't
get his wish unil 1980 when (ke bike shop
was finally estsblshed and he had time io
build his first feamae, & mowniain e brars
natusaly

Ir: the meantime, an incredible struchure
entered his lile: the abandemed Habab
Lumber Comgany sawdust incinerator. It
had st on the edge of toan for years, &
vty doos, blun sneel cone that boked Gl
U ree of 8 masshve homemade rocket,
nlriguing passers by wiih ire unearthly
shape. One day the idea popped up in
Bar's mard 80 use i for a bike shop. The
idea was considered fartasse, farfietched,
andl urseabstic; an appraisal Bruce Allsson,
Kent's partrer at [nssde Edge, agreed with.
He amd Ken: Baowgh o lor o dollsr fram the
LA dnywal,

Together they struggled ta turn Hent's
dream intn some semblance of reality. They
purchased a bot across ithe street from ik
river af 1136 Yarpa Aveeus and menved the
san there plece by plece. Enginesrs ques
tignaed its strsctural soumdness 6o in want an
exthbein frch pipe for o center column
Sevond ard third flocrs wene sepporied by
angle won osts radisting oul from the
eobumn. Sufhciently bamb-proofed, 1he owi
side was then coversd with siv inches of
sfyroloam and o lwar ol bage ferrocerment
it Meras ol inio side walls and the frams
shop behind. On the sereet side are floor 1o
ewibng phrviglads panslé, fronsed on each
foor by & narcow balcorsy supporied by
wooden columng of vagua by Polyrs sian -
piration. For the final Sourish, the fop opens
hydraulically like a gamt beer mug.” There
e adiguately descriptve terms for this
strecture: "come,” dome,” and “cement g
totally fail vo grasp irs wne whirmsy and idio-
TRy,

s the perfect homa for Ms. Maots andd
s friemds: funkoy, keaky, shghtly impractical,

k]

and wholly migired. A=nang them, Enksen
o is wnguesticnably ibe leader ihough
hardly the Boss. Oy lately has ke sccephed
Tmng & busnsssman as o worthy challings
#or his abtentiom. The mew computer, the
neat itthe office and Nina Cemll (e of
o tha Braser) who heeps # that way, are
signa of the times. Kenl's runréssg commen-
tary on fraene geometries, rad rides, and
dream schemaes is Liced sath references o
his banker, cash flow, and exparmesn, all
spoken with 1 sarme enthusiasm and faith
in a happy resolufion

While the vesion s partcularly his, the
Moots bike sl bedorngs to evmone who
warks on it and Enksen is quick o ge
credit 80 his associstes. “Bublding bk i s
comemunity ellort so it's & lithe egobistic to
Pt pour am maene o " Choer tha Last frsg
years he has collected a solid crew of
sirralarky minded bike friends who tabe 2
e b priide b Eheear waosh o Uy cko pleasans
in thair riding. In fact they ndulge them
sathyes i iE, ussreg s o T ubanag b i he st 2ol
il and carefully fllited gusses 1o reng
then the head tube. It is a safe bet that ro
e Moods have exacily the samas pees ok
custom colors {any DuPont Imren) and
tancitul par scherres are a specialty of the

Cambar! is one of Eriksen’s priority
paricemnance goals and the Moos Mowsnia
neer {with Mr, Mools twining himseli
thrgugh the fop tube decall delivers a
g gl soll yet respormiee Tide, We
wan? a bk that you can ride all doy, every
wlay,” Eriksen states flathy. The fergiabon
to dorpust (Bt b strang; o o the desire 1o
enpand the business and keep the shop
FUneEnsg yesr nound

Salkes of th “Meosots Mourts™, studs that
allow cantilever brakes to be mounted
amavhere on the fork of sear s1aye, are hot
whude arders lor s sre steadly moving
alcgir o the goal of 800 usdts a wear. Theee
quarters of the ordars are for mountain
b, the rest lor road machines and a
handtul of tandems. Mainraining this output
while geiting in enough rideg 16 be competi-
tiwa [ dmodoed & lod of pros fo take fourih
at the 1584 NORBA Nasonal) o chearly
seraiing his tima, Bt one senses that thisis
nod the real source of the sirain. Nor & it
maintairirg some kind of & personal lie;
Kemit has & natural charm and ease that
make his socwety 3 pleasure.

“Tswsed b bt o] e than | cam chew,”
ha admits a hittle sheepishly. Sheepishly
because it's chear hae's dying 1o da just that,
1o take a Thareg beap ab soeme niew sdea thak
il fipae everyihong that bas coms befong.
“Wie've got all these mies of old Gt cable,
sad, anl., well maybe I'd better not talk
about the one.”

His current dwalling i an earth shelter,
hall bl ground, hall above. Wheibsr ibs
B symbodic of & new eoctedniss m his bile ar
il @ slopping place on the way o anather
draam, onky Mr. Moots keows los suge, And
he's noa saying arnthing & &

Moots Mountaineer

buslder s this: b will nod have e size bu

up. There may be & dozen 217 Irames
hanging from the veall or celing, all slerk and
virginal i ther Bresh Immon, bt ned one an
ths fletwr peschy 1 get dirty. The second truth
15 oz unto n: ik first thinsg ise Buslder sms
about tesiing ca of his hataes is "you know,
arvery bike is diferent and i takes & while to
learn how it handles and really see i@
perioem

In the end we go nding on whateser
machines we can scroungs and he's right,
Faas Bl i 0 |10 el | dram syt bing else
I've been on but that's really quite all rght.
Otheraise | would have nothing o write
alunat arwl he weunald have ro good reason to
be in the cusicen bike busress, By the end
of tha ride, ha has discovered, mach to his
rebef, that | am not totally incompetert and
that [ hawe somehew caught o 1o the points
be was iryng S0 make about Bis oneaton

Mountain bikce builders lknow thair cwn
bikes ard usually sl i Bvem pred iy well, Just
kieping up with them tells me al | want to
know and by the time cour “test” ridi is over,
wo're hawing 100 muacth fur to Be worried
st whal P gaing o say about the bike.
Esther of us. The real qusest, a4er all @ nod ta
dirtermung which bike & (ke Bedtl bt how
much fun you can have on the one vou're
rafing After that it's lirs 1o down o Sew
brivark ansd get acquainted. Mow that yoa

mdersiand the fine points of seat-of b
il held teatang, it's e bo File my report.

Steamnboat Springs, Colorado, Monday,
May 20, 1925 - eight am. Hent Eriksen,
ergator of thae Moods, has st put brewer's
weast info ihe catmeal Instead of whaat
germ. Dibsitwiss he seermd 1o have reco-
wared Iram Saturday might This thirtleth
birthday). Surprisingly, the aatmeal s1ill
tashes good “Tws Tracks™ and "Bk Park™
ard the sgenda fior the morming and | suspect
Fll need as much § atisn as | can
mvusbir, John, Steve, and Dave are on hand
0 assure a proper quorum of riders. John
and Drave work in (b Moots shop; Steve is
WiEaring & nanaous green toshirt and nding a
Drismondback so he geis 1o be in back Toe
the phetos, Hiwill rmabe up for it by blowing
us all sy on the dounhills.

The oversized mackene I'm riding (eels a
i ke & tnack phus Tm accustomed to road
pedals with foe clips, not bearclews. Other-
wise evarything is fing. Ad in 200 good 10 be
imae. Can & bike really be this comdortable
and easy 1o ride and sill pesform?

Kt told rwr "0 af this st impor
tans things in riding is comifoet. | ihisd thar
this stilfmess thing is really overdans in
mgatnin bekes |f you're mot comfortable,
won e naod godnag fo recke. Whe want e Beloe
midable all day, pvery day,” Such common
senge, combined with years clempincal
shady, has produced & wesue machine,

Almcst since be learned how o pedal,
Kenl has been studiing frame geoms e

Wiham ha first daiigrd & moaurtain bike, be
had defircte ideas about what worked. That
ek TR0 andd the "Caldornia Geometry” (68
degree head. 70 degree seat) based on the
old Schwinn Excelsior reigned supreme

T first Bruth of visiting a cusdosn run': *’z art bailt the firat Moustaisesr with 70

qree seat and head anghes with a bealy
Batvoae bracket and ¢hainstays o the kind
of performance expecied fram taday's
cusiom bikes. Then he added bis comion
menlificarong raked $081 stays and kot of
foak rake. The kang rake olfset the quicker
Parsdlang of ks stisg hesd tube for a mewtral
e T

1 dimcovered exactly how neatral the
slpering o aler crusing oul (o the end of the
pavermaerd: | coubd sit back with folded arms
wathout iha sbghtest tremor from ihe frond
wharel, The (rame bl plaasingly solid during
the kong chmb up a smooth dirt rosd i the
Esrgnning of the action

“Tw Tracks™ = jusd that - & pair of wheel
Era s leading from s mssdos o the summs
o & rochy eldge. Here | gncoumtersd same
problems though mosthy of iy Gun mans
taciure. The iront wheel wanted to rise
st thanthe rad. O cthe Moots, you Pave
o bean Ehe wpper body foreard to keep hat
wheel traciieg.

I eha ot wtuinl ot ') Gquitis bita geving
wp, st haer does i dig in going down. Rather
I Foats s obrata bes and oul of ruts. You
can it by G the seal withou leing an
enda impenching. Coming dowmn & sieep ol
Ehrowyh the worst! Bocsg walllis (lossdized

.Eiachard Eunnin«g;nm

sedinued froem page

updight hiad sngle i around Tl degrees

B is imporiant 1o note thal the proper
ombiration of head angle, fork offser, and
stere kength B more imporiant o & good
Fandling bicycle tham any speclic kead
anghe betwsir &8 and T2 degrees

Getting 1o the bottom of things, we row
turn o the bottem bracket hesghl/wheel
baze relationship, The Regher the bottom
Erachet, the mane ome will avold bashing the
cranksct on immiable ohitackes, an im
parlant advantage m obierved brials whene
Favo-foot diamster bog traverses aoe com
mon. Less obwious m the effect the battom
Evachat baight bas cn the bicycke’s abdliy io
soiten the nide.

Imaging & triangle with two points the
tares’ growand contact and the thind poit the
rider's shondders. The hghe the botbom
brac ke, the kagher the nder will be and ihe
grester the amplitude of the nounding ke will
rocene a5 the whids rock over bumps, A
lurger wheelbase reduces the shock whils a
shorter one makes out-ol- b saddle riding a
LR O Pl berraar. A good rumbser Bor a
battom braches heighi is 11.75 mches for a
21-mch bike with a 42-inch wheehase.

1 kv bien vague by design. The pur
pose of this infoamanion & sk 10 srevide
an understasding of what | hflene causes a
ot bike to perform its tash. Asmed
with the informance, wu skoud be batter
able 1o choodd 1he correct bicycle for your
naeds from the vasiety of bikes avallable, 3

hoodpreis) ve evir ndden, | appereciated
that. Gaing through the mud made me
appreciate BMent's obsession wiih fenders.

Tt wventally srrooibend oul and
a8 our spseed sncreased, | dicowverid anath-
et s e erting leature of my ake - ihe sear
whel Boes o git anboma, Mod al of the
fime, but coming over sharp rolls, ihe
spregness in ihe frame gave me an exira
litehe kick in the brait, Onee | ot used 1o, i
wea fun

T Moisitainedr's design has changed
litthe smce f was infroduced. The seat and
baad fubes have been baid back 2 hall degree
B M-“ 5 degrees and that's abxal il. Stnsctu-
s have been namerous while
s civira sararchetl Tor opemim
Fube wesghts and janl dessgne. Mow those
are st and they've fusmed {heir abiention fo
increasing production, The Moot is a
sophisticated machane with mesiman Casd
lags and cusiom desbgned Tange 4130
Fubing with exiza kirrg chindile Bults an ky
preces. Some of The fubses are heal irested
as wall Fork, stem, and bars are Moots
designed and bull, The Moots Sere Plate
Fork is pasticulary strong and aftractive

Vierantidity ® a3 much 5 goal s comboan
ard the Mountaimeer has brage ons far
lenders, rack, water baiths cages, portage
pad, and pump plus 3y CUSIO OPSEANS YU

er. Thee "Moot Mounis™ are

champ-on mounts for ceevdeser
or roler cam brakes that enabds changing
the: Mocts fromn & 267 mountain b 10 a

the Maocts feam oul on a testride

T00c touring bike in bess than an hour.
Taking it i the limii, Moots & exgesinasn.
ing with & mise “Antler” slem that will have
bath steaight and drop bars for real go
geiters

Twn models of the Mountaineer are
availlable, the Mountain Touring amd the
Mountam Racing. The campatition modsl
has kalf-wsch sharter chainsdays and hall-a
degree sbeaper seal 1wl for a Lghter, mocg
aqibe respanse. 1 also a touch choser to the
grcund (1 cm) and has a flatter sterm. Both
bikes sl ab $1.250 and come in irasme sires
from 16 foe 245 mches in hall inch incre
ments, Moots alio bullds 5 few dozen rasd
frames ard a kardiul of tandems esch vear,
(| Phus whabever else Hent Fas time o dream
o)

Ericksen swears by Shimaso compo
rarrt aened Lo theerm allmiost e xchashely with
the excepiion of the optons Surtous XC
rear brake, Brake krvers are Magura shor
tigd with covers and Terry motoscycle
cables

Tiw Meruntain Towring is unexcelled as a
bachoountny cruiser, deliverng a very
pleasant combiratan of haoury and perfor
mance, Though the racing modied faces still
competition in its class, s (woned by a
numvher of wil kegmr riders including Alexi
Girgwal, Ericksen himself is a preciy ot
promoier of his own product with 5 “dmap
poinbeg” 111k i ¢ 1984 Cresied Bubie
Paradise Dinide Stage Race ased an imgines
soag Al al the 8 NORBA Matioeali % W

~photo by Bichard Compton
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Frontier Pick Up

by Reanne Douglass

When wour eves a

o VALLE
TIERRA MAYOR)

My Inend Kathering Derss and | had
farin tey Punite Averas, Chille b test mun
aim bikes, mounfain panniers, and our
sl aqed bodies ard paye has agairat the

wirdl, weather, and wnpaved rosds of 1he
['ull;-rrnl:s. South.” Twrra del Fuego
e wtwoen Chale ard Asgentina, is
srs hipwlagea sisath of Thi Siraits of Magelan
slands of fjords, glaciers, siveams and

sculpied cypress. The bag islend of Tierra
del Fuego, known locally as lsia Grande, isa
tie el 1k Covtimenial Parmpa and
Andes. In ihe southern portion a
T SR A P PN LAAYR B
re e rmud Bats of (ke Atlantic C
wen, rolling hills - tresless, roc
T SRR
Foathey md Dusewa an tha ret
sin hurdred kilometer v
g islar
ilean border ore evening
We'd sgeimi iwehar hours batifing
head winds, rm showsers, and du
nid ware hunagry and exhausted, oo joints
v g Do et We decded oo patch
'H'vlg'wnc-dl: he bosder is coverec |'\p- ih
wmips al “collon”, stil, sharp
ver shawp avoid The though
o o ol That stull would Fuave

il CECURGlancEs, bt

we pust v
awdquuu.upul soup and cra i
leuprg et

W clegared Customs, Inferna 1

Palice, and Pa:.a-p-r-rl Conired, go
t hiird 1hw pialic
were unbousding our gear when a v
n Sparmh: “What are you da

We keoked up siralianecus
police capiain asiride a chost
bed &1 us Fle was degssnd m

g boats; the antlibesis of
b ¢ watlits, Follgwsrg bem an
ther harse was a4 young csi

“We're geiting ready 1o car
waic]

", don't do that. | have room &t my
house. Yoo can shep there. Thends hot
runreng wader or a shower loo.”

O really™ Hathy said “Your faemidy

A e

. Bathy

Vo problern, Jast come Bo the yellow
e cret ihene,” b saed poeiiing, asd the
w Erttad oy

, Bt by, o were snafully quick

o accept
“Yaah, | surprised mysell, The offer of a
haovwer got me, | quess. Wi could el b we
nredeT 1o camp.”
T suppase it s ol A showser sourds
suefully good bo me, too!”
W mbwrehed cur Iikis across the road
Tha sky Hackened and dumped on us a8 we
alrwrruartbed cos bags and walked upthe leoe
‘,u.g-..-. Thi e wass Gpan, gheneg o ghmpse
Porcela e, T
asid cups gleamad
the shichrg glass doors of & highly
podished buftet. Crocheted runmers deco
ratipd 1h bops of the bl ehirrrieg talbla,
Touches ol the lerminine,” | thousghi

FxpEctimg
ed by the captsin's wile Inatead,
\ q enilian greeied us. "My mame is
Mario,” be said. “Please come in”

He led us down a hal, opened the door
i 1o LS e PR QU GEAr Om

can shorwer whe

The “xiva”
b, s i ha
wornd ficr

m,” | said. “And g

3 b raried,” [
s no lipstick, no
iy Tl podesh, mo
ST SpTaY, SCCOUSETTHEr at
[ e Ly Souith Amserican
aly wir'd et upon bacheon

Wisgoalavia with two lHalisn men. "We've got
separaty roors, and thiy'ue promeed o
beheve.” she assured me. And of course
iy el Lisce any Halian male would onoa
B weithy bt 1 Wi spant the
@ Saturdey night highting them odl,

&nd

cavaning such a commation in b Botel ihat
at 300 am, the mansger aiked us all 1
(e

1 cold myscl

k thare condd
i. These quys are prodatly
ISt curiais bt Da micdl-aged Grin
s

p bagrety R

Resrme Doustass

1 boppsrd | ke bk, 1 d on the
shower. The water trickled ot ke a tired
Fose. Bdo maiter; it was warm. | shampoosd
Lt b ] it ioancd o | b i e it vy
skin broded. Pure lusuny. | 1
g b b oatfie, &
darnip, wrinklod g
on my lips, \.mh

el ¢ ]
UF ETTRETGENCY
discussing Leban
hat States. Moo was an

ed hir'd susiched 1o the
he talked o Kaihy
cid At Mg w
"Here we g
Ieerself to take & showes.
merd Il el umesnn, s
!
F!rl'nl-umr.: won, problems of Am ar
i, LIS ogeemen o6 b Falidlarads Was, His
was well-indormed and a3 good conversa
ticnalist, but | was irritated. [t was nine
o k and wy Badnn eate wal e
W ring

Look,” | sabd, “susposs Bathy and | go
shead srwl prepare o dnnes™

“Ohino. don't do ithat. We'll prepare
¢ rmdwert Bedwer i returm ™ Mo eaplasa
tign abowt where he was or when he'd
return. | stewed

Faathy reoined us. Hir blond, aboul
lkerigth hair, braided since our last shower
thees days ¢agl K
iy
mteresied Marko, be was sure 1o |r5,||| up
THIW,

The Capiam sppesae
pirieg and oul of becatk
his hemse, & mighthy fu
smaled: “We'll prepare dirmer after | show
[

| excused

suddenly, pers

Kathy and | ficed cursehoes some inslang




soup and were gelting ready to try a retreat
tio pusr shewsparsy bags when Roberio came
e the kitchen Carmying bad botles of wine.
He was weaneg 3 while polo sheet - Chris
tsan Dhor - amd pan Liis, and kad oicked his
black haw with ol He reehed of shaving
lotion

"Mk, & loadl Bo oL SBENs,” BE e,
opening th wine ard quating a ke poem of
Pablo Neruda

Igrcaineg 1h redememce 10 lonw, | aaid,
“Katky s & powd.”

“AR? | write peetry, also, Later | sl
kv iy ™

[ fook & sip of the wine; @ was axcellend
Chibean Caburnet. The oy had geoed taie.

Mo, Manio and | will prepane direer bor
wour a beg ol mustton from the rasch across
the road, Iresh tamatoes and ketfuce from
the garden. You and Katherine relax and
ksten o mises in che baing room.

Leg of mution! | could see the pragrasn
Amaiber theee hours. [ wes 1000 pen. T'm
sarny. Bl vl misl 5o 16 bed sarky when
we're cycling.” mry Eritafion obaious

“Just thirty minuies. We will hurey.
Blaras cam ook mesdton sleaks asd | wall
make the salad. Come,” he said, pulling
Flathy amel e into e Buing-roam

"D yosa e typical Chilean mussc? 1
siart with mussic af Therra del Fuego©

Dhnsir was served at 10:45 Hoberio
kepl up a commantary as be lead ws,
eruabcally, e the Ulsimate Sowth up the
Chaean Coast. Ha apprecatsn of his swn
country impressed me. I°d never met an
Amarican Army alficer who could ralk
ahaout anything ather than leatball, pop
music, and beer.

W fintaled dinews a2 11:45 Kathy rolled
her eyes. | yawned. “That was delicious, bt
now we s go 1o bed © The twa of us
stood wp, grabbed our dihes, and saried
toward the kitchen

"0, don't bothar: Mario and Dwall da ke
dishes in the morning. Besides, you haven't
heard the music of the Marth yet,” he said
perriperg o 10 change (he cassete,

Roberto and Mario sat an the soda
Katky and | 1ok sasy chairs lacng them.
“Are you uinghe ar married™ Mario asked

“Married,” | said quickly. Kathy had
receraly divoeced and | hoped she wouldn't
mention it. “Me too.” she nodded

“How do your Pusbands allow you o
ot on b trig Bha thea™™

“Thay don't "alow”. We're equals,”
Kathy said, "W just planmed the trp asd
came.”

I enplabred ihed e husband hed wanted
rer coes wilk u, but that hi bad 1o work.
A fually [ had "animsted” him. We'd beenin
the Sivalis of Magellam pane years caslier on
cupr dadlboat and had both wanted 106 fetarn
B dour the land. But after vears of being his
first mate in sailing, running, and cycling
evends, | was determined to do my own
thing, al My own PaCE, OF MY W TETTS;
el his, It haed pakeen him weeks 19 whder-
stand my resclee. Being equal hadn't been
as wasy as Kathy preterched.

Mudac of the Mosth chcked all, "Dzt o
il roenamiic maiskc for dancing,” Roberio

s s he jumpd up 1o changs canieiis

O clamin,” [ 1hcught, "hare comes the
test.”

Mol Hathy wd abrupthy. "We'ne foo
tired for darcing. Besides, we're old enough
o bs s mothiers.”

Thary btk laughed. “How ol da you
think we are™

“Aboul 75,7 1 sad

O e, wer're Bxoth 32 and wou can't be
maore than 18 °

SO e el are,” Bathy aaid racsing her
woace, “She's even a grandmaother,” pointing
ol e

Stanned, they shumgsed back on the sods
"Wous're ko ” Hioberto sakd

| whlh, oy haned

"Hoaw old are yoa™

Condstioned by our pouth wosah
culluse in (e Stabes wharne oty ay bt
Fty's the dosndll run, | didin't sant to admit
'l juss begun the run. | konew Katly wasnt
ahout 1o reveal her age; she was alwoays
reminding me that she's the youmger by
Ak and a ball pears

"We're over forty,” | eaid

“lrepossdtile’ Hem do yos sbay in such
geand Whugre? South American grandmaik
ers don't look Be you

“We can look af the Cusboms mecoscs
fomorrow i pou won't fell us your sges
Mario said

“Firw.™ | thanigha, Py the firne they ks
our ages we'd be twenty hilometers down
thwt road amd the joke would be on char |
coukd s the olber officers leeghing. "Tried
fo peck up some qrareies, dhd sou?

I gennig 80 bed.” Kathy sesd heading
doun the hall. “Come on, Rearne.”

“Just ome damce, plesie,” Roberia
bagged, wrapping his arms around my
shoulders. "Does the difference i ciar ages
bother yeu?™

“CH conaree”

“It doesn't boiksr me.”

“Lassh, e wonshein's have sfaped © we'd
trcight you were confused about our ages.”
| stregghed not io pggie - this had &l the
elements ol a Sparah reelodrama. Bui Fdbe
anking Tor sroubli if [ Lugherd a1 kim. Lacn
machema is nolonous.

“Reanna! Hely!™ Bahsy's vouce was quib
tural

“Good meght, Boberioe”™ | poshed s
arms away, TTm st ned interested,”

I ram down the hall. Manio hed Fashy
pinned o the wall

“What the bell were you doing! [ need
halp. This guy's deunk!®

“Ceme an Kathy,” | sail = Sparaah,
shonirg Mario aside. "Timse for bed.”

W shist ik dosor. There was ro way 0o
bk in, Mo balt ar hay, Mot inen s chais o
jam agarsi . | swibcheed off he Bghi. Wi skd
it pur bags, e and shirs soll on.

The doos cpened. "You oksy? Mario
shouded. He tugrmed on the ght. We by still,
prelending 1o be askeep, He slammaed the
doar, re opened it, barned the kghd on sgain,
skarvemesd the downr & second tme

“God, they must be haad up,” HKathy
sand. “Just ws and the sheep.”

Thet door apened a thad timse and we

Learning the Hard Way

T et el off my forehesd as |y
on my back locking up al the bllowieg
chouds in the Florida shky. The fire engrs
ried, Sty Pates mountain bike rested sak
wardly on the grouss] rd 0o me, B8 resr
whaoel spinrereg sy, dusd sefiling arourd
is, | was getrirg an idea of how this racy
mwriamitain bike haraled bt a1 the Bambhng
expenss ol also becoming tamiliar with the
sandy Flords soil

Froe days before, | had competed in my
firsl mckmtain bilor race and | was hooked
I'd ridden the citizens evend of the Gant
Challenge in Miaml on a whim and a bar
rowed Schawinn High Saerra. Fd won ibe
nowace race then sat in the shade of & palm
e S0 owetch e eapeets rece. Lawronce
Makona and Eha rait ol thie Sw-nunudlnr"

hiard Robwric sy, “Laws tham "h"". .'ul:l'h.. it out with Raleigh racer Steve Til

Mlarin.”

Whe il posorky. Hard Moos, stully rocen.
Coilon and fresh air forsaken for kove of a
shanwer, Our alasen clock rang at 6:00. “Let’s
gt the hell oull of here,” [ il

We pached oar pannses and bpioed
ey 1 et ball, Reherta calied gendbys from
his bedroom. Mario was nowhere to be
T

W loaded oo bikes ard cyclod awenan
the maddy road. "M | ever come back to
Loigth Armeraca,” Faatby aasd, Tl dyw vy baale
chall gravy arsd wrap A in 8 gracey bun”

Weaks Lités, back m the Siates, wg
wecuumted this episcde to a matasl irerd, a
Spardah peolessor. “Good God! Yo maust
v hasien erary. Santh Armierican men e
obder women.” He went on and on, upbakd
iy s for our conelensniis and srupiding
“ou've both been 1o South America before.
Wi ought o know . And Kathy, especially
v v I therel™

Yes, in retrospect, | suppose i was
stuphd, We shodd hewe been modg Cau
tous. Yt at no tme dd | feed unable 10
conbrol the siuation. Bamsdids, muggers, and
rapiits haver 't bt tha Ulsnate Soulb, s
w51l Frondier socieby whare courbesy, mut-
ual suppost, and Fumor pervade, and |
saler there 1har | do sy day = the o
here!” & #

terrdd sl iy Sehwsnn teasnmaie Jeff Pie r-.-
By the time the race was ower, | wir a
pce of e acthor in the lollowing wee-
wend's race, Fxtending my stay in Florida
amather weeh and avolding the Colorada
wgather would be no problem. Finding
soameons ba kean me 8 miurdain bisie right
be. | had 1o find a bke and race the expu
class in Tampa the lollming weekend.

The phone rang theee times beloes &
goud friend deeply inlo mountain biking in
Colorado asmusired, Hi had invined ma sev
eral mes 1o come up to the moustains lor
wirs backeousiny relng but my race sche
chule alusys inderlened

“Ha! | jusd did ore of these CGast Chal
aregds, woa ke Bovce. rexl week in
Tampa...”

Aavy gort of bike would do But i he had
saemething fasd, all the beiter,

There was no hesicasion and by his
v, hig sounded mose e xcited than | abost
g Etart o RS “reea” speet,

“Lat me see what [ cin do..."

The contents of the boxes thad arrreed
ravc dhtyrs Lanen aevrrrbiedd it T baatifully
worked Steve Potts. THIS WASNT JUST
SOME LOANER. THTS WAS A BRAND
MNEW BIKE! | wanded to take the mousitas
bike waorkd by storm and thes magnificently
crabted machine was mane than loould kave
hoped for.

1 el b (hhan a vk 0o prepare. | was
fit From my rosd seascc; | st feeded B
bease b b made this bike thal was so unfa-
mihar to me’ The Bike was stdl wet rode

amicothly over bampa and holes and the
tires gripped 1 terram moee than | wes
accustomed to. Here | was, o veteran road
ned again karming how bo ride a

I'd eidden thie Mismi raca in Nike farseg
showrs and bud hael trouble geiting nand out
ol 1he toe chips because of the walile soke
Mow | had a specksl bike for the Tampa race
and [ wasn't going 16 race 1k Expert Class
in manning shoes | coukdnl ¢hance Fusing
Ehuir g Apouble gl bevg o and cal of my s
clips in & 15 s race. | reeded something
specual for my foet.

It was i bag decisson. | guess that's whyit
inok nearky 2 mirates 1o pick the black
carvas laced semna shoes over the mane
expenane white shoes with velcro at $4 89,
i | had weaited sround K-Mart ary longer,
thire rraght have been a “blue light specal”
on them but | wanted to make tracks. After
wrr than 20 000 miles on a belue and Bsring
selbered 1o the paviment during the past
racing season, the thaught of ridirg across
Burkils ik @ xcitee.

| e @ kind wedths @ e dosr for the nest
free days. | node Ehirough crangs grenes and
pcrois wads grass Delds,
learning the handling ol tha |
of a mousiain bike. A const
a playground ard tesi site for mysel and the
bike. | kearned how steep o grade [ was able
b Fice up and whai [ was daring enough 1o
race down. A hascball beld was perfect for
my test track and skid pad. 1 szaried off
ricing around and aroursd in a tight circle to
bearn when the tires would sbde out. | o
circhy Lasier &
farm um il psckhs ek R far. Thee padal
g it the ol liltieg 1w vt bt off 1
ground, bran instant there | waes, looking up
#1 the pulfy whine ¢l

1 e & good idea what bo axpect of the
eaci. | had dome ey share of cyuclo-cross
races off-road races with a mose Comen
excvruad - speed fype bk b a8 braining disfing
the winder al the Olyegse Training Cenber in
Colorado Springs and this wai soansahat
wimnilar, The heavy baiters ot the previeus
Gant Challenges wene also axpers al cyche
cross: Lawrence Malone_ Seeve Tilornd, and
Gavin Chileoti. These quys kad the 16
ness peeded 16 malke it through a moundain
bike race. Im Miami, Tiford had torced
Madone, i taking cuar the lead, until the

O R WAk

eeleniless punishiment of the ¢ oo 1ok 05
toll om Steve's madified road machine. One
lap Tifoed was keading and b naxt, he was
racing without a rear deraillea, b chan
sagging dangerously chess 1o the rutted and
sandy g.rm_r.d A £o shink el b bert bebies
twa werkends in a rowd) Steve didn't come
around the next lip, Lawrence won the race
and now m Tampa, | warded to chalienge
him

I gusess it was & madter ol pride. Malone
wad am oflroad specialist ard | was a
Matioral Team road racer, | wanbed to show
b .

Seeve Tillord, alo & Mabional Team
miembser, aned | taliued a b as w wasmed up
on the course. The oot was longer and
ey tarce than the week before

5o | quiess Malons s the guy owaich, ™
| masd stating the obwicus as we rode along
siche by wida, Tiblord senibed back and, ager
far the challenge but looking ba better his
chances, saud, “We should try and make
Malone do a ol of the woek ®

Mcibing more needed Bo be apid. Dundes-
stond exactly whar he meant and added,
“This i mome like 5 grass crilerum courss
That should favoe ws”™ Tilfcad agreed,
“wea...Malone has got the technique but we
should have the fitness.”

The elharcs was loosehy knit bal could
be halphd in overcomng Makme. On wee
hignds, Tilped and | aright heve i rivals
o the road but tha would be 2 dfferent
story in Tampa; our respecthe cycling
bearesm wese far from ths Gant Challdegs
The garme plan wes simple and nothing
meeded 1o be said betweon ws, I | aftacked,
b would b1 Malons and his Specialised
racers chase me down and il Tilord made
an apgEesshee mowe, again Malone would
Tharee ho o e wark 1o close 1he gap. Wihen
1k distance was made up, th olbsr racer
wildd thien counter-aiiack. The plan was
qrest inihaary and worked veny well inroad
races; this was 4 litthe difSevent thousgh

These albamnces are furey things thaugh.
They're hwsiky knit and can quickly dis-
sohve. Thar was anothier part thad Steve and
1 e’y ned o talk aboui. B ihings worked
ot if we got sway from Mabans and the rest
ol the Specialized boys, we would g ins-

continued on page 47
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_etters to the editor

Exitor,

Yeur “artich”™ by Johs Kirkpatrick an
the wreention of mountsm bike racing by
nooe caher than Rasdy Boss & an ssult to
e reacker’ s mlullgence and your cwn cred
Folity, I reads pest Mo o Foss paess release,
and surpres, Johs Kk patmick isthe od man
bir Hema! The suggestion that off oaed rac
g began v e sorneone dev i 1o inands
& b i ok saying 1hat Becycle racing onlky
stanfed when pecgle g0l paid 1o ride. Wiherne
was Randy Ross when the Repack races
warre going on i 19767 Must have been tak
g arrogance lessons.

Staphen Wikds, ChA

Thai John s part of the Ross oeganiza
e vwas mede cliar in (b story. He mads
Lsérs e hanireg slarted the maoungain b
race business, only thet Ross wes the fast
natiinal eoenpany 10 Gekd a tiaen, adigision
that did much fo encourage mone racing
Hiis article was an honest account of how the
Ross Indians came 1o be and according o
s wha knecra B, wery acouraicly por
trayed bath Randy and Jobn

Edssor,

Congratulatcons’ The p
wirrstr | roaly lened hiring ot s il
ced 1o ride. And the reviews of bikes and
tamts were ms comphite and as Pl plul as ey
I'vi resdd armpratstre. Your pictuses are icing
on the cake! | ook forward 1o the futare
s - gond wark

Claudetse Dessey, CA
Edizar,

T i of wildarma s ampadt B a deap
and far reaching subject for ol true ouldesr
enthusasts, Most uninformed people be
liw sl mweirntains bikirs and & fSandd a8
wll a8 destrucive fo the fragile ecosysien
thi Codorada Rockis.

But | have witnessed maore disl st
s bor [ouiining swaic hisacks, besing frash
betind) by bachpachirs and mone croskon
by equesirians (hun any ofher group of out
divaesrnan

For matance, on a wet, rany day n a
Metional Forest in Colarsdo, & single horse-
back rder could do more damage to a ral
tham 15 o0 20 mcuniain bk ricen!

Moustain bicycle nders evenywhere
alinake] bt Sig Bt 10 pesire Ehiag fight
o use Nafional and State Parks and Racres
e Argas, bidore soene speckal inberest
group beats us out of il

Morris Schieeter, CO

We sppee. See Ediios’s Mote

e

New Products Review

KANGARCHD E 2. HIDER MINI PANNIER

Another member of
Group & Hangeroo B
pannier is designed for Phose whoonl
one small bayg to pur odds
features the same lowgh corshiection of
Kangaroo's regulsr panesers but s volume
s orly 225 cubsc inches. B mounts guchly
arel pady on 8 rear Tack

W e et

LEADING EDGE STRETCH GORE TEX
CYCLING SLAT

The clalbing was designed with belp
from the US Cycling Team ko oychats who
Pt 1y P s matter whist the we
188 ety masch inbenced for nosd riders bt
could b perfect tor backoousiey oy :
where geritre caught by ssarmas whenyo
heours awmy from the neasest shilter =
wnusual The clothmg, all made out of

strecch Geme-Tex, consists of kb overalls or
pants, jackel, sndvest. Streich Gore- Tex s
combined with Palge

brearhable pot westherprool shell sysiem
The Giore- Tew is b Tt vt bt s hrast hahle
pobypropykens an tke bach. You won't stay
totaly dry on the beck bl o alen wan'y
wawal bo death irside a waterproof shell, So
thet chathing sewms fo be very well
by riders. We'll bave & full reposton
el weather clothing liter this fall

FLUMLINE MOUNT Al

BIKE CLOTHING

Clathesg specs.

) TRy S polyprop,

ally dedgned for moun
ced by Plumbes, .\

i, g, Tha gl
with 34 lengih

shivis, padided shoulders and ebows, phis
sbrewe pochets. Thie bomic i are 85% poly

propykes, 15% Lycra w
ared & pokgropylone cros

whided knees

COOK BROTHERS HUBS

This Lsties desagn in mrecaumtain bike hubs
From Cook Beoihers Racesy are bt with
130 mim reas drop-cu spacing and fealure
sesled cossetie bearings. Seaked cassetbe
barings withstand greater loads dus 1o
ez rensed ball bearing contact ares. Con
wvandional cone snd cup bearings are sdwus
table arsd sebudkdalde bt the nalere of the's
design does fal provide the needed durakad
by for off-road condithors. Lesser ball com
aren agaral cong and cups is
weakress.as are threaded axles

Sealed cassama Barings and quick re
ease axhes are easdy removed for bearing
replacement. Smgh remowe ooe axky -
tamér cap by loosening the sel screw and
whiche if off, iher press or fap The same asle
end bo push the Goied bearing out of the
epposie Range. Use the axbe to do the same
o the other bearmg

The Cook Hralkers axles look beefy
encugh for the toughest of tessers. The
flanges are beautdialy machred cass peces
presaid orile & carbon Bher fube gring
them ther distinethee blach ard sdasr ap
pearance. The atepped sslew are fitted

batwsen the besnmgs and retained with &
slewve s st screw alio acting as deop out
contact posite. Thay ane sarrabid and will
nod slip foreard in horizonial rear diop

wlainers, sl ey e Thasir
st sorew, could be troublesome | a time
priority wheel remoual’tieg charge. The
outiide dameter of both front and mear
axkes of the pee production hubs we iested
had porne play when ted 1o the inside of
the bearing. A tighier iokerance i would
echenimate a0 ng ratibesy that also
harmeners b axke parlsce. Another dacon-
cerling discovery was the mis-abgrment of
flanges, kepefuly scenething thal will be
coaectad in proddection versions, The
Aanges must be properdy bocated radaly
bsfenne iy prrvsaad anen tha dstands tubse
cr fange spacer. If cheyre mot propery
affeat, the b ld ing of the wheel requires

Bt o summany, while an honest evalua
fion fakes guie & bit of e, it's safe jo sy
these Coak Bralkers Racing Subs are cver
desigrend anad shoubl aflued condmued gowd
sernce in the roughest of condion

How About A Trailer?

A

A bk irailer b5 a must or srore who
ha recently bacoms a parent nd kes o
eyche four. Baycle ks sests are S for
shaoat irips asound bows, bul beyond that, a
tnaiker is the coby way 1o oo, Trabers wal
salely ard comlcriably fransport your kd
Do bbb e 2l £l puae a pebae s ke st clegs
1o them bka burrs fo o dogs Tur; dupen,
exira cloibwes, boys, lood, d Pluss,
and ibr ey be the most imporiant pos of
al, 4 railen pirarickes werather gratis fan

Staying werm when pedaling is easy
wnrh hasdes and your ETMpEraILee G0es up
Bad conditions thal ame comlortable for a
cypcling parent can be cool or even cold lor
SO sl Eng gty i & b s, even i
partualy protected from the wind by the
parent’s bulk. A iraiker with a hood solves
thal.

A pirasparr by e anad hassbued s Trailer
5 a suprismgly stable device. Even f the
st Ry his o B ik dirnam, chances afe
fhe tradfer will rermain wprighl, Troders with
Bramwwnrks ibaf 201 a5 eoll bars wall even
lect padsarepers in thi dvent of the irai
ar's tipping owver - but only i the sest belt is
fasiened Most traders are made in beight
codors, Those colors combined wub 1he
trader's size make for & highly wisible obgect
on the road that MOBORSTS aopear 1o gha
shightly wider Bwrh than they da single
rckers

Traders cofme @ twd basic versknis: &
madded plastic shell on wheels and a matal
framewnek with a fahme body suspended
from the frasnewoch. Each had i adhan
tages thoush the suspended style i preler
abde on rough terrain. Tralker fo bike hook
ups Ao hive fwo veriions: thoss that
clamp onbo the sesiposf snd ihose that
clamg onta the chain Stayse sy,

Price will probably bave mare influence
o which trailer you bay tham anyibing else
ST T iEn vas i by s i b s Dwed s v
dellas, depending upsn how the irsler &
equipped. But remember, the trater will ous
ekl those yoass that yous < will rade
Youl evther then sell it or. betier el wse @
for touring. I ik laiter is a possibobiv, be
s Tha il o by wall Fullil your tour
mg needs.

Touring with rraders is grear, especialy
in the desert where waler 5 al & prerium
My wille and | have cyched ower Utah jeop
eoads with our son and gear in one traker
and s gant waber bag and 1 ke balance of aur
gear i ancther. Without the raders, the
vours woisd have bien imposabsl tor 1here
wins. i ey we coukd carry all The water
paeeded plus the gear phas hinn. Even without
hirs, trailers ase 1k onaly wey we could do
Ehe route. |23 afoss-up aa to whether o use
pansmrs 0f a irader when cycling on the

a1




BLUE 5KY

sut a child. [ feel | can go past
e fast wath a drader as with panmsrs bul with
a traiker [ have

Tl'-:' secord most imgartant criteria in
These that

ler sirki i s parrloamance
1 ride last willl probably be
ested i a small, Bghrawsgh

TEHFTECREE I (N O

O [ime o
ping, have a firm d.

mOrE price
raders that i
decide which ome you buy
y could wel up biewy the
g factor ssce
5 amd those that do usually or
one moded

carry
 EAFEY

THE BURLEY AND EQLIMNDN
T heee are bwo botally s

ies from Caollage Grove, Oregon ...h.’.,..,
¥gne ané so mmiar that they cam be
ed togeibse. The reasan §
4 thiir common ba
anarr of the Eq
B I-:'g Bl 3
DR DT

EQUINOX

Rl Ahay s
et clrapoat Bath are by

wgh selatively minos
e 1o separate them b
, which o buy s sk

adir warighits when set up for carmy
children are approximately 20 16 22 pourds
Touring vers or grear alone weigh abou!
v 4 pounds ks, Twentpinch wheels
come egupped wsth dither the standard
A rima o7 alloy rirs. Assemily s easy
panels snap mis placg he frame
work whike the seal is » suspended affair
r inuen bar wath &
hreagh carries
most of the seat's weight whike serving a5 a
roll bar, The rain cover steatchis ouer the
frame work creatieg a small luggage space
barhind thir seat, Tha desgn is sk
eck can be coversd whils the fr
back Baihy iraskins alio can be :’qu.pp-u‘d
[ & second cover waih mosg wriling
replacing the clear virmd window. The net
te tiom from bees and By
alkoratreg pherity of sz 5o blowy

cover works. The anly walér

BURLEY

whan deivisg cross Cousing snd nething we
stemid indnde ever god wet. One of ihe mwst
aftractve options wich either trmder are
strages thal ¢oenvert Ehe Eraiber mtbo o roct -lop
begaage carrer. Jut remoue e whesls
thetm past the irailes hat € risal, Thae
paines serag secure’y hold it on even ar
speeds as high as sevrmiy milles per hous
Bt be sure 10 fill 1he trader with enough
shalll Lo suppart the rain cower 5o if doesn’t
fiop im the wind excessialy

In veweves o perwformance, The chain sd oy
Rook up is great. The traiber has r
effect upon the ki s handbeg eaceps
arhy maticeable lendency to veer le
it’s easy 1o forget tha ir

[ wilh the hookup is that thene
attached, Tha trai

citwi =

'L 3 answbstne s long a8 you have the
w strap hooked but it can be disconcien.

The reasan for the pots
-q of the bike's
1he

ke relstve fo
.-n'rg hill clin eageeckelly 1
Theat svoee et cautes th lock
gracdually wark kocse. The
orve shor! s e
sliw chawn the bemrgih an one
e ¢ hain stay and one
 artnchis
I o whike

o ihe sean sz
Tk rubber protects wou
ahanrhing scme of t . Crank
the lock device down as tght &8 pou can
then periodically check it during the ride,
ued o page 6

CANMNONDALE BUGCER

ot by vl &

The increasing popalarity of e
3 & producieg atll mofe
shoes desmgred specifically for the =
xef mosth we Feporied on & vars

POWER SPORTS FOOTWEAR

spacilic Mk

reporis on ben m

by

tirg and the st

lowdng are

Risat oyclocross right
Podyiour fram P'mwr Sports lefr

“POLY TOUR"

The Paky Tre
sagraed for moun

made with polypropyiene fior fast dng

g, The 1o aden amel back
¢ resnfcaced with a split

or beiter wear. hs

ary abucnis, & migal

wice feet

uie o the sole, &

i el -.JL iks right

emergen
[P

RIVAT CYCLOCROSS

brace

W Al

approach makes sense and it works
Tha Pody Tour i avadable i

fhas
o Bning evidently on the theory
v bkt ane ioughe

The Rivad is often ¢ dered a greai
v B SEFHMIS FRU AT LT I
hatri's contamly phensy of
hat ickea. P

& nai

The Rrear Cyelocross

sssurned the Riva

suddenly --'1'1.'-l
thie pedal amel wma kg v shin



contirased from page 44

enpecialy alter alorg climds. Thes & peolalbly
less of & problem dusing pavienil EouTs
than of-road due 1o 1he smoother surface
The rubber sheeves are standard with the
Equinas.

Cinby bwe cther problers have surfaced
woth eithwer the Burley or the Equinox. Holes
on the Burley's ram cover wene shightly out
o pasitian arsd made snapping it iro place a
sl_rengnh Beat umdeas 18w wat, Bt that was
a factary defect 1By warrs oaly oo willing bo
rarurdy. The Equinos had a mone serlous
prokiem. [ ihe hids swered 10 one e ar
the ethar, the mdon fabric immediately
came mio contact with the wheal, resulting
inan ugly, black scar and sueniually & hole
rHied thronagh by the generabed head,

Thae vondy o bt prrasbdem wek ik eraibers
isn't the fault ol the dessgners. The trailers
are w0 By and fast thad they're sy o
Torget. Cud a fusn too sharp asd hit ke curb
of skt taboe & turntoo fasd with o bt of bump
in b rriddle and you misght fied yoursel
weth an upside down eraer, O road, its
s eng impartant o be sware of where
thir frader’s wheels are g0 you don’t B i
over by kitlieg a large rock or hole in the
trail. O coarsir olfsetting this is the ease of
pullirg the traiber ame the spesed waih whach
vou can cycke. | bpped the Burkiy cver the
fiwsl day with # emnply bui haven't again in
Aaver A year of use 506" Bl aepthing 1o sty
up nights usorryieg aleut

THE BLUE SKY

H il BurlewEqusax are the sparis
wedarrs ol bicyche trachers, the Blue Sky s the
rine passerger simlion wagom Bs frame
work s made b weided. ogeiker ates
tubing for maximam sirergth and longewly
Mylon panels are then laced mio place over
tha fromework. The result is o sclid and
Faavy trader (bt will carry evenything from
ks 1o Revweood. Whedks are 27 5ch with
ateel fima far whal i cleimed o be &
smoodher nide. Whike the lerger diameter
wheels in theory are smosther, we were
wnable (o e sy dlerence cver the 20
inch whissls

The Lacing seter Ine priltng the ndon
pancls on s labonowus and defeetely dis

suathes arpons bromm allerog the situp onde
its tegether. Comsequenthy, hauling the
trader im of on 2 car dusing irips can be a
mutsance. The bist sslalion we've seen is
smply mourting it on aroal bikee rack along
with the bikes. That works well along as you
don't mind the substantial wind drag cre
abed. Bs over thiry-pound weight ako
sk pariteng if on the ool mone elfort s
chances of opfing 1o kesve @ hehind may he
the easier comrse of achon,

But those are the only drvsbacks to
what & essentially a fine frader. There's
plenty of room for two kids and lots of gear.
In tact, Blue Shy bas ore vinoon that will
weat four kids! Another big plus s the roo
Lawning system. Baw covers drop down
over the sides from the semipermanend
raof. Without the sides on, the rood 2crs hke
& large sun umbrela oflering amph: shada
for the cocupants, something the Burley E
quinox lack. Air crculation is as qood a5 il
there were no reol on. Corsen the
Blue Sky is hands down the best desian for
et wather travel for kids

The seat can b st up 80 kids ook lor
ward of Backwards. The ideal positicon is
with them lookeeg bechwarnds as fas as
weght detribution s concermed, The Bur
lw'Egnox sest faces forwerd with n
adjusimeni possible. Whaether wads bloe 1o
face foreard ar back is siricthy o matber of
what they gel used to. Looking bac kwards
dioes provide excellent protection from bugs
and road dabem whae facing foreard can be
comler due in ihe increase in air washing
owver the oooupanis

Thie Bl Sy bk & lorsg, ©umiing gosos-
rech that attaches fo the seaipost. Siece
mned maosmiain bikes have quick reliass
lar 1k deatpost. actaching the irader is a
snap. Hooking onio a road bike s almosi as
ensy, though, singe the trailer coupling s
dassgred to come apart o weap around the
peciat. Thee afimchmaens cas B b bl ontha
biki if you'l be hoo'ung and enhocking the
braler regularky. A salety chein completes
the hook up. The advamiage of such an att-
achmsn is that 1here is no way thecoupling
i gaing 1o come boose. The disadvenisge &
that the weighs of the trailer difinitely alfects
thiz bekia's harsdbng. And during hall clienbing,
il you come oul of the saddle, the biki's
wamirg o ielegraphed dinec iy back Eo the

We'll S5ee You In Crested Butte
For Fat Tire Bike Week

Dicycles Etc. Crested Dutte’s
Joired The Dullion King

imal Mountain Dike Shop, has
.. Next To The Bank,

Mtn. Biking Telemarking Alpine Touring
Mountaineering

Alpineer

Crested Bune. Colorodo 81324

ﬁhbmgrbf, che.

i g

tracker for a someshat enpleasant ride. The
Blusbiny Equines aitachmaent, being lower en
e bike, doesst transler as much of the
hiki's wwayimg The Bl Sky's swaying
ends up causing a small 2mourt of surging

Ihat can be anmoying fﬂl:l.quvnl:y‘

sealed podation gnds up being pereferned

The Blue Shy comes in a varsty of com:
higurations for touneg, hawling kids, or haal-
g wosd, I by lar and seay the mosi
versatie of the traibers, kind ol a combiza-
lioon piche ap bruck and station wagon, Thal's
whirit’s abaaes been so popular wirh familes
arwl mr doubd will remasin so. s siundy oon-
struction and eonméness partcularky kend
tharmshvess 1o el road touring.

THE CAKNONDALE BUGGER

Cannordale’s first trailer was along the
sama Enes as the Burleyw Equros Blue Sy
a framewcal sith a sydor Body suspended
freew thee tubing, They then elected to go
with & molded plasts body and have siayed
with thar design sver since. The body 1 ona
prece with an axle passang beneath the seat.
Twendvanch wheek are pariially hdden
beneaih the body orecluding the possibabey
ol & pasdenger sbching inquisitve fingers
mio the spokes.

That trailer altaches ta the hike on the
sealpast Bk the Blue Sky but the coupling is
quite dillerent. The Blos Sky's & a thick,
Tenibde poece ol nobbar wragpesg sround P
salpast that miberferes menmally with the
bike except b ihe iraier's weght, The
Bugger's 14 a machanical clamp that grips

Tom Prehn continued from p. 39

tasly fram albes 1o adversares. Tilloed
needed ibe wan for his poinds botal aed | jusi
warded the win los sy fecoed.

Traae wire plimly of peaple on the
miichd admiring "my” dessgner bike wail Bs
lancy bralors, sugerb lug work and irghten
g hghdness bt what really Blew tham awey
wiin (b e pump stowed makde the seal
porit and seat b | was having o great fime
shoraing off that feabere when | hased ihe
bad news. [1 appeared somae ol the crgaris
vy w1l hipard tram the hand cone mesniain
bikers thai the track was oo sssy, Teo
raelrgiind Bari an v st Buring placed 50 maters
past he Srsl coomer waber frap.

BANG!

1 had énough adninalin flowing ot the
siar fo get me mio the firsd corner i good
shage OF the thirty stariers, | el aseund
1R water Erap in about filth. On the ap
proach to the rallroad thes, with srcw lerc
in] pansing i in o both sides, | moved by

one more. The wood blocks were strateg
cally placed but not for my bt [ oould
by hop ore Gl thiemn bt the second fal
kowad b ek sasccesseon and demanded
oo mesch technigue fod me. Spaed and
enddarance lavored us rosdees Techroguoe
lweored “them”

There was that crystal moment of pank
s | appeoac hed b radsaad ties,,. "What 1o
do?_Try and jump or demount sd run
serosa™ The racers in front of e dis
mounted . | kept on comeng. The guy naext
80 ma peenped off his bike but landed on the
wacke ool ey rear whew ] | peiledd cpon =mpdramt
weheel an instast oo late, Boom. | boumced
Boross the e obstacks leming a large pile
of mountan bilors and rders = my wakae, |
s a malal nabe B0 dismound rex s,

Whitkir hall & lap, 0 was & ihies way rage
bereeen Tilord, Malong and me. Things
ksoked good for the “roades”. Asbde from a
gant mound of locss din and having 1o
sraki 1hrcasgh some frees in devp wnd, the
ridlroad tes were the joughest part of the
course, Sieve ztacked hard altier 5 e laga
up a gap on Malone ard | As
expecied even by Lasvence, | made no
effort o chase. | applied some pressure nest
tirriag mrodarsd wnd So ey delighi, rrey dismaoaeit
and jumg resour at thee vailroad tees wer
et much slowss than Malone's

Steve attacked again anid Makone was

SEaTTing 0o tire bul g0 was | Bul then soms-
thireg happersed | dichn’t expect. Tilfoed gob
dropped. [t was st Malone and me e
Eachlap, | attacked Firn naat the stan Tinish
b, drpa mireg up & Bew seconds gap Fee woaald
have 1o chse. B dusned e a baitke. Me
el artach i just Badore (e snake Surns
m the deep sand, dismoun, run through the
trees amd rermount with a lew seconds kad. 1
wak lorced 1o ride through fhe sand or loose
maore time iryving fo nan.

I dan’t sevwrnbir much after that, I
B iy mired goses on sulo gelod . All mesnory
functons are shul down so the mental race
laciiciars cam work without remuption, Al
| remaerwvberr is the moment of truth. We were
appioac g the raleoad ts al (b same
tirar as we bad far several lops. | ept off my
bike a1 just the rghs mommsent but Malone
', Mo just sachid Ehrowgh the air. ower
arw of the blocks. _and then the nest! A
kit moereent, the Face was o,

Ag | eined, what kil techesgue | b
escaped me. As Lawrence teed, b lost
nothing. And then he pulied that gracehul
MM on ra.

Hrmm. _perhaps sowse other bene we
will fivt i

....'.k'. coniwsed Inom page 17

tighily encugh to aciually hold fhe his
upright wher pasied. That's handy M’ .'--M'I'\.wmlnnd'lh :uln_-rdlhtm hirie

Ferg arnisd denmg errands but if also hoas
a nofcesble offect om the bke's handling.
Leam e 2 tarn and the traier resasts the
menerant, B's nod dangerous or argthing
lice that a1 all. But it does detract fromn
sty Fufing, samething thal many a parent
wrkd brirams on sy,

Thae seal & b fes! comdartable of the
lor. Unbie the suspended fabric seats that
bl Bo sag o the middle with ren bads on
board, the siged Casmondalo seal mambaing
ils lofm no multer how much weight is st
ting on it. The firm, relatssely upnight hack
sl provices lar mane suppar! than the
[abric hacka, The drawback is the vibeations
tast the rigid matera also ieansmitg, Ouver
rough ferrain, ever with the optional [nsulte
pad installed, W's nog foo long belore loud
complaets are being expressed

Reeen o alio pevaredy imited. With two
kids on board. chere's really mo room for
anything else. Evern with one up, there s ittle
e o ermac b geear Carmondiale has recent
kyeniroduced & ram coer bor the trader that
ni dowibt s welcomed by the rumerous
axilirg Bugzer owners. That was a senous
dranwback in (ke past. The rear faceg ain-
tusde of the seat helped keep the cccuparts
dry lreen road spray but in & raén sborm,
1o i B necesany

For ascusd tomn, the Bugger i great.
Exun i pori of the commusie s ondirt rasds.
But for anythersy bonger, il kids ane along, (ke
Casmondale Bugger doesn’l quile raster
wp bo the other's pedormance. ¥ ¥

that geis you there is enimpostant, youll
Kot thi lalies? creaton from Specalized

Personally, | Bke pink. | B purple cven
betser. | think thsy'pe geeat colors lor e
Ard oddiy erowgh, throegh absolulsly no
design by ampone, fuwo of this month's best
ks are pink, the Mants XCR Composile
and the Tieam Stumpumper. OF (ke e
colors, | kean towards the Mants pink bt
et By s b, Benths biles were real abtention
qrabbers.

The color was definiiely the Team
Stumpiumper's hook that caught cpclens’
arlention. Arghody who's spend sy Beme at
all aroused memintac b sy has 1o know that
ahot pink bike s maoa Than kluly an elasie
Teamn Siusnpjumgses. made Lamows Last
surrner by Specahted s race team. When
werwrd got cut fhat the summaer of BS would
o the aammval of produ on verssons of the
84 race bilirs, excitiment SEaThid 1 rEownE.
And orders. The neswls bos been a kong vt
or a bike.

What have peaple been waiting los™ A
full Blowm, no compaomise, competifon
rramtain Bk loe ks thar o ihousarnd dol
Lars, Make no mistake abosst it; thisisa race
Itk mot a detuned version of & race bike

. madi b0 appear like a race b, | pou're

oy familiar with the original Stumpjusmpens.
and Stumspsmper Sports, woure inbor a
warprise i you bop on this bike Speciakeed
completely revamped their bloes from
this grésund wp
Most early mountain bekes, inchadieeg the

Stempjumpar, wete patterned after the
FO¥rs Schwinn Excelswor. Genevally ihat
mard & 68 degree head angie, 70 degeor
wbal angle, 1B inch chaswiays, and H-inch
wheehase The desmgn was qreat loe down
Bl st s pracmsn iy bike racing heated ap,
Bakas Became shorber with sleeper angles
Rosd recing concepds were smieqraied inbo
ol road designe. Specialineds B race
enparience profoundly afected their design
Ahirihirsg. Thae ntive ke hoe was sevasngmnd
wath tha Team Stumpiurmper the company’s
Bagakip, lis race bevitage cammed down
through the éntine b

The design is & radical departure from
ihe earbier es wiik iz 71 deqree head
fubsr, T3 degree seat fube, 17anch chain
whays, ared & 42.5-inch wheelbase (2005 inch
fraene sire). b alio weighs = an just ous 27
poursds, sbout 5 pounds less {han Ehe ongi
il bikes. Much of thai wesght savings = due
1o Tange's Prestige MTHE double buised,
chro-maoly fubing. This tubing =n'i much
diflerend iham Tange s togular Preatsg: nob
g bor road oy biked and w8 the Bghless
fubirg avallabde for mouniain bikes The
lramne & beautbally lugaed and hreshed

Plirg the bop tubse and you quickly realize
past how race ofienbed thas bie & Thar
by i thin, Specialined builds (b Iramis
with onby a8 much metal as is needed and o
moee, Il you want a bghe, dast bekoe, thas's
stk i recuined, et desgate s minimakss
mature, Tha bike is 838 enowgh foe most. The
iy commplants Baand ol Bottom beacke
Hex cama Irom big riders ard even those
coamplaings weren t unhersal Bl ihen sii
inais Ml i5 8 Moot peenl amongis mcan
tam bikoers:

housed cobles on the Moudain Kiein.

As @ expecied from a bike with 17 isch
chainstays, the Tean: Stumpjumper s &
chmbar. Combined with & T3 degree seal
fube ihat puts the mder in a poweriul pedal
tnig posilon relalhee 1o the Baltam brackel,
wiie can abay in the saddle and grind up
arrazinghy stee hils with noboss of iracton.
O gama up oull of tha saddie with minimal
fraciion loss on locse surlsces. W you've
I s trated 1rang 10 pedal & long whisl-
BaseTong ¢ hsinstay mowntain bike up hills,
vou'll be astounded a1 the grades you'T sud
dinly lue alde 1o fly up, hills that wsed ta

cambirnarel O page 48 -
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THERITCHEY

BIke
The Evolution Conbinues

Introducing the

Ascent

The Ritchey Ascemt

Mimamtain Mkes, the Ascond lsconsistant with the high st
darids sysarymons with the Rhichey name

The Hiichey Ascend combdnes the populir  Thmdssr
Comp. specilications with Team Comp. geometry 1o sirikc 3
pevfect blend of valer bnd perfofmance

Specifications Include * Dura-Ace Quick Releas Huls
with Gensfee Whechmill Spokes # Araps BEM-20 Bims
= Rinchey Qud 1.9 Tires * Riichey Desigeed Alloy Bars
= shimaso XT Diive Train

Rach & Hirad Tabe Angle 69° = Seal Tube
Angle TAT® 1T 4" Chainsay = 1" Fork Rake ® 42-4 3" Whexl
Dasc ickponding on frame sire) * 36 Ba Appacoimase
Wrlght

SUGEESTED INTRODUCTORY FRICE #7598

%mm—i—ﬂ}‘r
D L P —
METCHEY U8 A Wi 3, B 015, Lu onda, £ $6000 14 1 5] V84018

pae 4 L. Bikes
all ased pughing. The short
base and steep hesd anghe also trans
labe into more sk spsed cosired than
o v v had bedare

Ak, but how does that saon wheelbase
and steep bead handie on the downbdl?
Baautiludly bt demandong. The bike is rot
for novices. [1's a bike handier's erae bine
¢ b person kearns {o use
&4, & more relaved
lugipsh = comparniscn,
i mighl harve just hung
r| wranoed through rough sectices,
Team Svur pir youll find
making lighining quick mowes
o chatacles for a smocther, faslor
. But tha? guickniss can also get an
wid rider in trouble. Ii's some
milar e pusling & nowice driver
8 Porche, [5's easy
st B0 QL i ol

sur head with
wwais are top-of tha-line. Like
y drame biilder, Speciali
its Irom Suntdur,
wes. Derailieurs are Shi
ok, Sharmane Suger Plate
Shamand are the front
beake, freewheel, shifters, and
chainrings. T ser are 2830 46 L ]
Biopace wih Speciabeed cranks and Sun
tsur MIP 1000 pedals. Hosw's thal fos variety
m the dree
particulurly v
ranchy found
b spplies | 1
brake, Thw bork = a Unicrown wath 2 inches
ol rake, the rims Sarorae HX 22 with Spe
ciabred quck el
tires, Speciafred
on their o s o bt Becaking s
the market in many a ricer's opinian ‘.I'r-u
saddle = also Specak:
garded Lameds 5, i ther i anyibirg on I-._-
ke that sewrms oul of balance with the
enswe design, s the Tormwrselb b !
Mod 1har thera's amgthing we
Thaty work fine and stand up ic
abuse but ikey're q._rh:.; ik v
pared to ver
aedthetic point of view, eth
Sunbour BT bevers seem ¢
Thery're alse hightar,

The anby real gripe that s
bike was the chosee ol tines, co
trersg that = easily remecied. The 1 55 ane
Iz om smooth rerrain but when
rocky, they'ee squirneber than
anound € ke fion time. Mo douba i
s s masch to dio with e dace 1k
wred makes the live but it was almost unker
%al thal the Avocet/ Riachey tees would be 3
better chosce unkiss most of your riding sil
b on relatively smcaths serrair

Evirybody thought the
wide alwo basi all 1hat takes »
Witkout smesning 1o dowsp
componenis, complaimng about a bike's
CoEn [ i ki faon I8 it picking. Co
rael choice is based cn &+
acoording 1o the manstac f
of which 18 cosl. Any expenenced ndes wall
aksays be able to find ar ke

& weTe B
2 cufler
the role of

! G OO

fentanary given bike he oo she dossn’s B
o shos eximt, Aary shop wall
wnlling 20 eac harge or sell y
o porserds wou'd preder. Whal you're
by berrcng o ehee Fracew st sl tha everall
Bika
1o fhewel ot wans is pace caenbed, (b
might be the best
" w around and they don't
seem to May on the Boce very bong &0 st
quicily f o find oew and Bha it Just

g bike, Mo
it rirditrs, 1t was designed for racing

Crotch Rocket ALZ2

O, the nams: is unusasl, perhags e
el chrpwrkig upen your perspecte
Vs also desonapire. That's whal sy hot
mid tain o i, o crosch racket, & wild ¢
theough the Bachoountry, Yiou eliber

che name o yen: dhon't, B o don's, i
t 243 CR Mountain Bekes or jusi @
b, wuu o proklem Faor

I-1'.r~m--nr 1 ke callieny
o Cnoich
T and in &

1, thal i il s

warth quite a kst
i'l.! stands. dor

num, ik material
eETipaTTy i amall
bumed on the
tunare in front of
y wah the ke s

ritiad bike, they b
hem. Mo that @
wght; thiaes chihir o for improsve
mwemt. But it's cevtaindy an impresshoe siart
The mod! suscal aspact al the Al Fs
s is The ute of barge mannel bant rear
s tionsinconporating hessy doty deopouts
nstead of mose iraditonal dropeuts, (5 ne
atve aflecEveness I keave 1o engineers io
rque over. B worked fing & and maoee
Ehal & gersdn Can w ask bor, The
hil's geometry i night m there wath the
atest race designs: shon whidbass, shan
chain stayi, and somewhar stecper anghes
than has been traditional wnill now
Thee 15 Treama vt st had 17 38
fch chain ays, 8 42 1'nch wheelbase,
nd a Z2inch bop e, Sest and haad 1ube

en witile ihae Unicrown

The resull was
chrnbir. highly
w speeds, somewhat
@NEE. | hidd
e gread, Sit or stand., it
v, resr wheel traction was
all thae shea ¢hain
shartwheelhase and
il thi manseaeratdig
A twinch of the han
o o dischge around frad
< front end wasn’ overly
sreain. As unlh the ather
s bested, the AL 2was wond
o, evidenty dus bo the alumd

anghes were 7 de

e wasn' | oversized like thad of
il army
to discern

ithy somsbwrhat more rigad 1ha
amat, The bike's 28 pound weight
exceptional though il was defemely

i mnid shewl ks, The beaver
waled lor part o that

3 b o)

Mot that 1h ponents the tess bike
armee equipped wi
comirary
RC o
includied the hubs.
pedals, brakas, brak
i are Arays BM

kit Sug
recheel & Sspend
330} An Avoce

setails dor §1095, the loss oxpensive model
for 3895

Wt e ke'n problems caler
alhuded 167 M was | b froani breaks
s Bead sef. The XC cam robbed on the
e st caeguer ches e 115 huwing b hant 10
anoid that, That rubbing definitel, mierdered
with the brakes e e plus il was
dowrdegl arsoimy. Wishin o maber of
eninubes, the fimish on the head set had been
worn ofl. The friction B belt wwhsiry
thae hardlebare also. The rear brake
was alo a problem. The diszance from the

of |h-r:l1. it ar
chiarni up aes the Company gets inta |
tion. Allm.all, we kiked the bikie. The
Eainbe pacusits phis rack monts an
apprecipted. The dessgn is competitse witk
the Rottest bikes qoing wiitbout beesy rad
caly race onsrted. 18 o very sparty bike
light, stitl, and smoath
Bui the peice bracked i's entering has
bacomne heghly competitree. Twa of those
bikes the Crolch Rocket has o go up
garst are in ihes issue, the Team Stump
gt and tha Flein Thiy're not the anly
thitr bikes n the 31,000 prce range. How
! standts ufr sgainst thie cthers ol
g for voursell, Judging bikes is
sbiectie. In faci, Fm o good
7% harehy o bl | e thad |
. maykse that wn't entirely
1 far off
The Crotch Rochet has smply upped
Ehi 4 1 51000 bikes. [1's goi the geoms
ry, the components, and it's made out of
. Theyne niol reacily avaisble bt

o Hhingg indo o youTe II1|l'h'1-|l'l1
n an alminurm moontain bie & W

CROTCH ROCKET AL 2, abadut 51,100
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Mountain\ Bike
SPECIALISTS

MOUNTAIN BIKES STARTING AT 5249.95

WE CARRY: SPECIALIZED, KHS, FISHER, FAT CHANCE
AND RITCHEY

WIDE SELECTION OF TIRES: IRC, SNAKEBELLY, SPECIALIZED,
GRIPFAS AND THE NEW RITCHEY QUAD X-C 1.9
* TIRES FROM 10.95-14.95 = HITE RITE SEAT LOCATOR 22.95
+ BLACKRURN MTN RACK — 2385 SILVER. 25.95 BLACK

* AND MANY MORE PARTS AND ACCESS0RIES »

F ¥
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] - el i CE -t e,
GET 'EM AT YOUR PLUMLINE DEALER.

(s, S#EE2 8 v
DHFIL O T COMBANY
78 Caemery Ciuch e
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Sore Saddle Cyclery

Home of Moots Cycles

CANNONDALE

Discover the Meaning

of Adventure “*\ ALUMINUM
Cannondale’s SME00, with g '|

SunTour XC groupa just $695 \ 1 }]'

Call todi-fres Fior our 1385 catalog '

and the name of your neanest ¢

chealer. 1 800 BIKE USA - /p';

*in CT or outside continertal
Cannondale, 9 Brooksioe F

LFSA, call 1 (205 838-4468
¢ Georgetown, CT DEE29
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