


The multi-lap critevium race is nothing if not spectacularly beautiful. Now this is the way to watch a bike race!
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ipproacking 12,000 feer on the Pearl Pass tour.

he triathlon has its Ironman, cycling its Tour de France
and sailing the America’s Cup. So what does the new
sport of mountain biking claim as ils premiere event, its
showcase happening? Fat Tire Bike Week in Crested
Butte, Colorado.
Crested Butte was partially responsible for the birth of the
ountain hike craze in 1976 when a group of locals decided
b ride their one-speed clunkers over the top of 12.700-Toot
arl Pass to neighboring Aspen. That annual pilgrimage
wickly drew the participation ifornia bike tin-
erers. Their multi-speed bikes evolved into what we know
pw as the mountain, fat-ti errain bike. Every vear,
at Tire Bike Week recreates that first ride over Pearl Pass,
ut now, much more has been added to fill out a whole week
hiking, touring, racing and fun.
Crested Butte, population 1,200, is a rustic, ex-mining
pwn and all-season resort best known for-—besides moun-
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Don't wear this helmet during hunting season!

during the winter, but after the summer sun has come and
gone, and the Aspen leaves are turning their golden fall eol-

ors, bike riders from all over the globe gather at the site of

Fat Tire Bike Week.

The roads and trails that radiate from Elk Avenue, the old
main street, are full of off-road cyclists touring in small
groups into the surrounding mountains and glacier-carved
valleys. The daily morning and afternoon tours are led by
experienced local riders and offer plenty of rest stops for you
to enjoy the breathtaking scenery or have a quick snack
alongside a sparkling mountain stream, socializing with
newly made friends.

I1’s mountain magic to ride down a narrow trail through a
forest of Aspen trees, with your wide tires breaking through a
soft carpet of brilliant yellow leaves. And there’s nothing
quite like the feeling of flowing downhill on your mountain
bike, carving around jagged peaks and rolling hills, finally
descending to the valley floor; then the final ride back to
town feeling hungry, tired and happy.

You can also watch or even enter the other organized
events that are a part of Fat Tire Bike Week, like the bi -
rodeo on the main street, the fascinating “observed tri
obstacle course comipetition; and several time-tri
and stage races for all levels, from novice to
And then, the grand finale on Saturday—the all-day Pearl
Pass tour to Aspen.

Add slide shows, receptions, a big awards party and lots of
good food at the local restaurants, and we can almost g
antee that, even il you're a non-cyclist, you'll have a good
lime. You can even rent vour mountain bike from one of the
two bike shops in town.

Whether you spend one day or a full weck, a trip to the
granddaddy fat-tire event is guaranteed to be a time vou'll
never forget. The 1987 Fat Tire Bike Week will be held in
Crested Butte [ September 14 to 20. For more informa-
tion about activities, transportation and lodging, contact:
FTBW, Box rested Butte, CO 81224, (303) 349-6761,
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The summir! At the top of Pearl Pass.

The popular (bserved Trials competition is like a miniature polf obstacle course fa
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