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WE WERE JU sT FOOLING AROUND

The invention of the mountaln bhilke
was not a doliberate act. Instoesd, It
in & striking demonstration of the cra-
mtive powesr of play. And sithowugh
cyclists avearywhars hod bosn playins
BEY CHARLES KELLY

NOTIHE EARLY 19705, Manrs CousTy Sas oME OF MANY FLAWES SHERE ADVES-

TURGUS CYCLISTS FiU Sl THAT (0D BALLINW-TIEE BRCYCLES SEHE PERFGCT TR

VESCENTS WS MOUNTAIN BOADS AND TRADLS. THERE S ERE ISRV ELIFED ML NTAN
TS AREAS LACED WITH TRAILS ANTH FIRE BOADS, AND & LARGE UREAN POSLLATION SITH

JUNKED BIKES 1% GARACES, THESE EARLY “MOUSTAIN BIKES" WEEFR CONSIBEHED

EAPESIBARLE HECALSE THEY WERE S0 CHEA™ AND EASY TO COME By, PERFORMANCE wis
ST AN IS30UE, AND 30OME EIFERS EVES ENJOYED

PISTRAING A BIKE I% THE

PROCESS (F 4 GNUHLY
Hu %, BEGAUSE THE BIcYoLES WERE S0 HEAY, AND

WECAUZE THEY WERE EEAFTED WTTH (LY (E

AHE THO CEAES, THE FHE- i FERRED METHODR OF

RECERDENG IHLLY WAS % THE BACK OF A TELUK
SEEHES CYCLISTS HECARDED THESE DAREDEVIL [HSCENHES A5 & CIECLE ACT, AND

MHIST BOADR CNOLESTS FELT THAT OFF - mOek 0 RISG WAS AT IMPOETANT To TR REST OF

THE CYOLISG SORLE, WHELE INIHVIDUALS TAKE CEEIMT FOR THEIE CONTHEE THINS, 1T

BA% THE PRESESCE (fF A GRAH P RATHER THAN THE CENIUS OF INDIVIDL LS THAT
EFLREEDR THE DEVELOFMENT OF THE MoUNTAIN BKE. MoUatuis msesec v Mawis
O NTY BEY LD ARGUNE PRIESTAY AN SOMETIMNES LES: FRIENULY COMPETITION

AMOSE SEVERAL [HGEN RIDERS, ARD STTHOUT THIS FLCTOR IT S800LD NOT IAVE DY EL

UPED AT ALL. SINCE THE 441 “”-""ill‘lﬂ‘ BEST AT [HSCENBING RATHER THAN CLIMEING,

THE FIRST “OLUSKER R RACE I% “I.m\ COou STy was & W NHILL ENEST NEAR TN

Tire s (W FRIRFSS THAT CAME TO BE CALLED THE HErPsck
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with bikes on dirt roads for many years, It was In o -
placs, st ons time, that the Intensity of that Play romscihase
aritical mass. From the gilvo-mnd-tals mrmong & group of hilke
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Iindustry srmergaec. M. Y T 1

BuRmowEs won THE FIRST BACE, AND IF EYERYONE WOTER AN[F STARTER, AND | KEPT THE KE

HATF BEEN SATISFIER WITH THE RESULT, THERE THE RACES, AvTinticn | was NoT THE FASTEST

MICHT SEVEH IWAYE REEN ANOTHER, As THE WoRD % BESCENDEN, MY INTIMATE KNOWLEBGE OF THE

SPREAD THHOUCH THE CHAPEVISE, NIDEES FEOM COURSE ALLQ

Bl ME Tor N THE “UNDER FIVE

SUMRDNDING TOWNS ASKED WIIY TIHEY HABN'T BEEX MINUTE™ CLUH WITH & RUS 25 SECONDS SLIKER THAN

INVITEI ANGTHER BACE BAS SCHEDULEDR. TIE LIST 0F o0M- THE EECORD. WHES RIDKRS STARTED Tskise THEIH REPGCK

PETITOES CREW FROM SEVES AT THE FIEST BACE 1o 30 on 30 pm BIKES % HIDES THMAT ISCLUBED BIHNG UF NILLS A% WELL AS

ERs
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FUR ADVANTAGAE BN TECINIQUE 08 E0UIPMENT, AND FROVIDED & T HE GERAILLEUE ©F
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ANIF ALL THE GREASE 1% THE HLE WAS CONVERTED To sstoik, By wamic, WITHHN & FEW SEEKS UTeR GARY HAD

THAT TIME THE ERAKE WD LI

K EFFECT 0% THE SPEED OF THE FITTED THE [MEUS BRAKE Tid IS BICVOLE,

WCVCLE, THE SAME OF THE COURSE CAME FEOM THE FACT THAT EVERY OFF-ROAD EIODER IN TUE ARES HAD D

HINERS HAD Tor REPACK THE HLR WTTH CEEASE AFTER EVENY HLS, EITHER SRITCHMED T

A DELM ERAKE OR HAD i
For SOME F THE PAETICIFANTS 1% THE REPAck ORDERER ONE. Fizimem awsa

RACE, THE I5N2MRATION T IMPROYE THEIE OLD RICY INT!

i} THUMBSHIFTERS, SIICH AT THAT T
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E BELOW THE HANDLEBAE. A SEATFOST (LICK-
RELEASE Was Coasion o THE Mamix Cousty mkes, s
RIBERS BDY'T LOWKR THE SAMILE FUR STARILITY 4%

MUCH AR TO PROTECT THE FR

ILE EQUIPHEST. THE
SEATIMIETS 0% THE OLD BIKES WERE 4 SMALL [AMETER,
AND TIE FEAMES WERE ALL THE saME siff. Fiok & ne
MAN TO RIBE COMPOETABLY, THE SEXTROST (IAD TO BE
EXTENBED S0 FAR THAT IT WAS OFTEY BENT BY TIIE
RIDER'S WEIGIFT 0% & RMGH BOADL, SI%CE MANY OF TIE
PARTICIFANTS 1% TiE BEPACK RACES WERE U150 MEMAERS
i & BVCINE CLUR, THERE WERE ENDESS [3500 SSI0%S aF Wi i1

WL NE LIKE 70O RBUILD & E FieE THE REPVCK EWiEs TilaT

LSEMN ALL THE RECYOLE TECHNGLLY EYVELGPED FoR Tae Touvr

BE Frasce, THE FIRST ATTEMPT AT A

INSTEAR OF THE DRUM EHAKES USED 0% TIHE CUSTOM
CLUNKERS, 105 USED CANTRLEVER REAKES, Tl FEk-
WITTEDR MIM T LSE HBGH-QUALITY HUES, BUT 1% THE
ARSENCE OF OTHEE QUALITY SHEEL OOMPONENTS HE

WAL FORCED To USE STEEL EiM= ASND HEAVY TIRES
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SE DESIGN HAD NOT CHANCED sivce 1935, By
MOBERS MNTAIN BIKE STARDARDS, oy 14 yrames
LATER, THESE FIRST BREEA uoUNTUN MIKDS WEHE
HEAY ANE FAR TON8 STIFF, BUT BT THE STANTLRDS 0F
THE DAY TINEY WERE TIE MOST ANASCED OFF-ROAT
BICTCLES asveamEns. Jox Beeos™s isvuEscE 5 sTILL YISIRLE

1% TIE MRS Wi STRIN BRE, BREEZE BUILT o5y B oF THESE

MECYVELES, AND SISCE THE SPORT WAS COMFINEDR To 4 SMALL

GEOLF OF FEIHFLE. HE THIGHT ME

For some of the participants

MODERN MOUNTUY BIkE %A% 4 FHAME
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imspiration 1o iMprove thair

BUILT FOR ME I8 1976 my Cran

MITCHELL, ®He ATTEMPTED TO

EXTINE Sa0HLD, JO whs WRONG,

HELCALXE A% SiMEN AR OTHER

old boyelesn has turnsd into
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IT Wks MIEH LIGHTER, IT ST HANDLE AS WELL A% THE B0
e YEAR-GLD MACHINE. [T %a5 0NLY & WaT

g

TER OF TIME H

THE ANUTHER BUILIEENR
ATTEMPTED T NAISE THE LEVEL (0 MOL -

TAIN HIKE TECHNGLBGY TO THAT OF &

— MOOERN BICYCLE, A5T 1N LATE 1576 Jog
T
@r BREKZE WENT TO WOHRK 4% THE FROBLEM,
—_—

Buimmss & MOUNTAIN EIKE 15 1976
REQUIRED & COMPLETE BEDESICN OF THE
BEIVE TEAIN, BECAUSE THERE WERE S

MANY HIFFERERCES IN MEASUEEMENTS OF SWHEEL W IGTH AN

CHAIN LINE, WHILE BOAD-BICTCLE DESIGN 15 BASED 0% & UN-

DRED YEAES (0F FYPERIMENTATIRN, THERE WAS %0 TRADITIES FOR
BEEESE TO AR UPO% TO DESIGN
WIS KW TVIE oF BcveLk, Berous
WE CUT & SINGLE PIECE OF TUBING,
BEEEKZIE SPENT MONTHS AT HIS
BHAWING BOARD SOLVING THE
PEDELEMS OF CEOMETEY AND

CLEARARCES FOR THE SIDER TIHES,

CYCLISTS S TARTED SEEING RIBERS

0% Wi EXPERIMESTAL RICVELES,
THEY A*KED AHHT GETTING THEIR 0%, I8 1978 aluMises s
AN LBGHTER TIHES RECAME AVARARLE 1% THE COERECT SIZES TO
USE 0% THE oFF-BOAD BICYCLES. THE XEW RIMS ANIF TIHES TONK

SEAHLY A KILIH

F EMOH RHEEL, A%E THES INPEGYED THE

FERFGRMANCE 50 MUCH THAT THE WOUNTAIN HIKE WA5% REAY

THE MASS MARKET, BEFRE LICIIT

1% WERE WAILARLE, IT
THHIE A FANATIC HIBER TO APPEECIATE MOUNTAIN BIKING,
BECALUSE TIOE NKE wAs 50 500, THIS SINCLE IMPROVEMENT WA
A% IMPORTANT T TIE FUPULAEITY OF MOUNTAIS BIKING A5 THE

INTROHMUCTION OF THE MODEESY MOLNTAIY BIKE e, By 1979
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ALL BUILT Mol STAIN BERE reaves, Rimoimy was oxiy 2 yeans
(L0} AT THE TIME, BLT HE WAS
ALEEADY A% EXPERIENCED CYCLIST
WD FRAME BUTLDER, He ian pees
4 MEMBER OF THE Jusion WonLn

CHAMPMIONSHIF TEAM AND nAD

BEES BUNLDING FRAMES FROM TS

ik oF 14, I 1978 Jog Breeze

AsEEr RITCHEY TO BLILD 0IM & TANDEM, A5D AT THE
SAME TIME SIN0% KD IEM THE FIRST MOUNTAIY EIKES HE
HAD BUILT. RITEWEY 14D REEN EIMSG 1015 ROAD BIKK
0% THAILS Fi MANY YEARS, AN HE WAS INTERESTID
IMMERIATELY. J0E COE ToM SOME ADARCE BASKD %
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WS EAFERIESCE BUILBING MOLATAIN RIKES,

Eresey anosn A BUMBER OF FIS %S IAS AN 1%

Tonl BUILT WIS FIRST MOUNTAIN BSKE

BIkE
ESCLUTED FEATIRES SHICH BECUME STANBAKD (5% THE
FIRST MASS PRODUCED MOAUNTAIN BIKES, FEIMARILY
THE FEAME CEOMETHY ANT THIE
O%E FECE "Hunisoose™ nasnie
vans. Woes Gary  Fisser
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THEEE MOUNTAIN EiKEs, Tou
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saMk TIME MERT LowsiLL STARTED MARKETING HiS
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THRIAL 0% 1115 SECOND PROBUCTION BUS OF BRecoons,

THE NEW BRCVCIES WERE 50T Essy To CET. FIRST, THEY % ERE
EXPENSIVE, COFTING MOEE THAN & FINE ROAD BICYCLE F THE
TIME. SEC0Nm, THE FROMICTHEN FROM ALL S0 BCES %4s FERHAPS
A EN RIRES & MONTIL FTES THE CUSTOMER HAD Ti FAY P06

THE RN YCLE FIRST, AND 1

LO%G 4% SEVERAL MONTHS WHILE THE EVILBER MR-
CHASED THE COMPMOSENT= AND ASSEMELED IT. THE WG
PEHES AND Livwi: DELIVERY TIMES WOLLD BRIVE VRAY A

MOERY MiNUNTAIN MEE CUSTOMER

SANUFACTURE

WAS NOT THE SEAT PROCESS IT 15 Tooar. In 1979 T
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WERE 50 MOUNTAIN EIRE COMPMPSENT CHOLUPS AVAIL-

AELE, AND PARETS CAME FEOM MANY SOUR
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EXAMPLE,

CHRANKSETS BLHE Tl. HELUAUSE THESE

WERE THE ONLY CRANKS THAT CAME W TEIFLE

HAINEENGS, & BTOOTH INNER CEAR ASND ANY-LESGTH
ciaxkanyd, THE amakes ox THE RITcHEY Bines sene Mavw
TANIMEM CANTILEVER HRAKES, WHICH REQLUIRED MOMPICATHING

THh FIT 0% MROL NTAIS BEKES, AND % The Prollm sam mecy
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AT [ JEFF Linnsay)
avm Vicrom ViNCENTE oF AMERICA. WHILE MASS PRO-

DTS OF WOLNTAIN BEKES
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ISVEST §% THIS MARKET. |x 1982
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CIALIEED ASD LINIVEGS, SO0 TI: FIRST MAss-
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Sehwirn Excoliloi cita 1935 il afd cwnied by Galy Flahed and
waed fo set the Anpack cowrse eosnd of 4:72. Eouippsd sith Union
Prise. and Workaman rear dram beske, Honds maolon yo ke Braks
levery, Campagnals seatpost quick misass, SunTou Bumbskiflens,
Shimpea GO0 dead fermiiess, Susloe Spirt frond demilleser, TA
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Ailfis stbes tis srerel Briks

T T
B T2 sabdle, TA cranks, ok Nrmthern bk rustom meslified b

Bowe Birwene

Covntesd Hatie rows bake cirva 1WF
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Vv benkas
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rusdsrn sirrms, matner vrde homalleforss, Sim Foser phismbe b
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coartiaves Biabed, Sonlour Seraileurs and thumbshifess. From s
Mhygatpin Bikp Hall of Fara and Saaum
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Murray o wam rhe J905
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o Famir and Wasrum,

Lisse wg for flin crous-coanivy race, Waris Coanty, 1977 Fred Walfe, Wesde Crage, Merk Lindlew, Roberr Stewant, Lhniy Lang, Jim Preiien, Jsa Serwan,
Chartes  Kelly. Gary Fuser, Jior Brovue, Eric Flesoher, Craig Wachell, John lirwn, Roy Rivers. Al Boads, Unideanied.
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CARDLE BAUER-ROMANIK was ane of the or

women riders im Crested Butle. She s the creative |
Wall of Famse aml Wi i, tak

ing ker display 1o mountain bike events sll aroand the

or

b haned the Moumtain 13

counlry

A rowd reeer in the 1970, HIE BREEZE started riding

wal and i 1976 b

fwim
LT T

my ather

bikes for his fr
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amil imfls aim bike
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ing can be trueed to Joes firss hikes.

San Franclses firefighter RO BT RROY ES was one of

e arig

Repack riders, and won the flirst raes
there. His tan 1o the

aml helped develop the rivaley that
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Ivedd im the m

in hike

IVESISE CAHAMALNTF was ane of the firsi Temale moan-

tnin kikers in Marin County, and wan the somen’s divi-
wiom ol the firsi Hock amil the first Central
Coast Clanker Classie. From 1980 o 194 she was the e

Ful Tire Flyer

jor Face

MIKE CASTIE

axime article ever o appar

1.1 was the |

rapher for the first smag-
the subjeet of monmtain
wtion (haarterly™ the spring
wf 19TH. Hr was also one of the five Marin Couniy riders
wheo first visited Crested Butte im 1978 for the Pearl Pass
mn the P Heves Bike Sho b

first mounstain bike-only bike shop anywhere

bikes, pablished in “Co-Ex

Tour. He was a part




Massachusents frame builder CHRIS CHANCE was the
first East Const manufacturer o recognize the potential of
mowninin bikes and be is primarily responsible for mtro-
dincing msun g 1o that region. His knowledge of
s anl the market for ma
liskiesd him as the trend setter among castern
budlders. For tem years Fat Ciay Cycles has been recogmized

as one of the mncomspross

g, quality Wb A

ands

buildrrs whose produst duwide

LAMIE BROVTHERS. In ihe 1970, Cook Brothers Hacing.
o wirs kmown as the premier
r the haoming BMX market.
When the first mountain bike maniufsciarers needed high
wpuality parts, they weed Cook Brothers products.

STEVE CiHIK missed exe 1

chances at national mountain bike
tithes with hadly timed isjurics in
1984 and 105, A |
the Crested |

eer riler in

he was the dominant racer in that

e ares
arca aml i credited with exploring and mapping many of

the most pogualar trails in that area. In 1999 he was pre-

h n spereis] sward at ihe Hall of Fame isdastion
in behall af local riders,

for his &

Along with his wife Wende, LARRY CEALL was respomsi-
ble for captaring on film many of the Qeeting images of the

rmergenee of mounisin biking in Marn

ny, &t & lime
when no one realized that the growing sport woukl cver be

of importance autside o small circle of friemis.

WENDE CHAGG was the enly
woman taking part in Marin County

elunker riddes bs. ridimg a

ke amd trying to
o
phis wre virumally

keep up with & stre of male
riders. Her plotog
mmeniatbon of that era,

realized that 1he bikes

they were riding would changr the

winrhd

the T, CHARLIE CUNKINGHAM rode the dirt
trails of Maris County on a modified skin ny-tire bike of his
awn design. When lighter balloon tires and rims beeame

e im 1978, he baile his first alaninem mountain
bike. usimg oversiee tubing and sdding many companent
immovations. Cannisgham is sow @ principal partner_of
Wilderness Trail Bikes, wh 1|
tires Tor maj v, anal also produces o limited
limr &l 1the hi

ponenis,

develops compoments

manufectur

el quality hand-made mountain bike com

CHUCK ELLIOT,  also known as Badfish, lives in Chico,
Califarnia, far from the Marin Ce
seene. He ook ap off-resd riding il

Lain bike
wilently for the
= that inspired the Marin riders, asd in 1976
he put om an off-road race that predated the firs Bepack
iths, Bodfish s well ki
keader anad the sumbor of nemerous mountain bike b
guidelsaks.

Ly

L L T

evenl by several

PR AL FARRELL is ome of the the meost travebed of nsous-
taim hike iarists, having tsured sn bis bike in the Amdes
He is also the donor of
awarded for ithe NOKBA Natloaal
i amid the patron of the Mowntain Rike Hall
of Famse and Museum. D, Farrell's generous suppeort and

aml Cansds’s Northwest Terrin

masst af the cash priz

Champivnsh

ymmunity have helped change the
image of mountain biking from am osatlaw recreation o s

spurt worth & world championship rainbow jerses

GARY FISHER was the first
Marin County rider 1a con-
verd his old “clun five
speeds, and he inir il
the mae of the seatpost quick release a
= with Kelly
pany 1o pell mountain bikes an &

primcipal in ami Ritehey, which

bolder of the Repack course recard, and

moanlain bake designer,

RAY FLOVRES was @ professional skateboarder and an
eur film maker during the 19705, When he heard
the Kepack Downbkill, he brought his s
e secoml race aml captured the anly e

pieture footage of the ane-speed era of downhill racing

JACK INGHRAM was a sales
amid his interest in it} B

1y was directly respansible for the formar

afi for Pamda Hikes in 1982,
ation of the raring rommsini-

F & smeall
vrganization of Noribern California elders whe called their
ap the Mational (HT-Hoad Bicyele Associati
NORBA is part af the United Sistes Cy

EF

Today

ing Federation,

amil is Pespected a8 the fird sanctioning body for the sport,

-1

CHARLES KELLY promaied
Repack races from 1976 1o 1984, 08
partner in Ma nlikes with Gary
Fisker amd Tom Hitchey from 1979 1

1983, editar of the Fai Tire Flyer, the first publication for
untais bikers, from 1980 o 1987, Owe of lve Maria
ity riders 1a travel o Crested Butte in 1978 for the

Fearl Pass tour.

HE Kidskl BEOFTHERS Don, Erik and Dave, worked
#, the Cove Rike Shop in Marin

ins the family be n

ty. As part of the clunker movement, they helped launch
1

b
ed 1o replace the machinery destroved st Bepack. The
Kaoskis desigmed ihe
Eunighi Pro-Cralser,
the state of the art ue

sport by stecking the sharure and unusual parts need-

Wty that became the Lawwill
Fik Keski desigmed the fork that was

il shinek-alsorbang cams mbo s own.

BT LAWWILL. fermer weyele

pl champion me
mounimin hike, The

racer, made the flirst prosl

Lanosrill K mighs Pro-Cruiser,

JOE MUKKAY raced his Schwine clunker in the first
Marin Counly eross-couniry mountsin bike race in 1977

He was the first superstar of moamain bike ra win-

wing mational champicnships in 1984 and I'?H:.H. anil
putting logether an unmatehed strimg of sight straight wins
im 1984, Siill & prominent racer, Joe's a designer of moun-

tain bike components @

ook over the le

GLENN ODELI bership of a Foundering
Natienal ONF-Koad Bicyele Association in the summer of
1983, aml promated the first national mountain bike
championship in the all of that vesr. Glena produced the
IS andl erganioed the competition ¢

structured the current rube baok.

KAY PETERSOMN (s one of the prin-
cipal erg Fat Tire Rike
Werk in Crested Buite, the premier
musaitaan like Testival in ithe country.

ErE

=TEVE POTTS toek up mountsin
biking in 1960 when e seeom panied
Jos Breeze om a iour of New Sealamd.
He studied with Joe amd Tom Hitchey,
then began builiding his awn hikes
1981, Steve s now a principal in
Wil rail Hikes, a Norihern
California meuntain

vamy that designs and pro

L T

dures high-quality compenents,

JACDUTE PHELAN took her first
mountain kike ride in 180 on a

threcasperd. 3he tosk o

and was the S wam
ehampion in 1953, 1984 and 1985, Now the leader of the
Women's Mosntain Bike and Tea Seciets (WOMBATS),
known female m
tanningham s 1988,

viaim hikers

she is one of the he
Jarquie married

TN RITCHEY staried building
built his
first msumtain hike in 1979, He had

bikes at the age of 14, ar

n & trail rider far vears before

the

USA, he has designed tires, Fims amd other s

wiker and engineer for his own ¢

pany, Ritchey

ssaries as

well as ducing a highly regarded line of likes,

MIKE SI%VARD is the owner ol Hpe-
elalized, and in 1981 he tosk the Cali-
blis duslgn to Jupan

Fiihd s Lal

whuetion. Simer introdsc-

lor mass p
ing ihe mauniain bike o the general marker,
has been amaong the
new mountain bike pr

AN Y

ders im the inalustey in

A

cloping *

VICTOR VINCENTE of America
was born Michael Hiliner, and rode
im ihe TR anad 1964 (Hymapics as & |
ier of the LS 1ea He set the

roast-t-coast cveling record, VYA was the fi
tain bike race promoeter in Southern California and pro
wne of the first lines of mountain bikes, the Topanga,

¢ Sea race im 1900

i

which khad 207 wheels.

Erseila 1o
wan the first event that brought Nosthern and Soankern

{lalifornia ralers loprther,
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