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Off-Road Test:

Fat Tires Come of Age

What? You Haven't Ridden a Lightweight Fat-Tire Bike Yet? Hurry!

John Schubert

lll you haven't yet ridden a lightweight
ballooner, you won't believe how good it
feels, Certainly, it doesnt look as if it
should feel good. The bike looks big and
heavy, and the fat tires thumb their noses

at everything you ever “learned” about
rolling resistance.

Ride one and you'll be scratching your
head. The wonderfully secure handling
of the rock-solid chrome-moly steel frame

and sure-footed 26 x 2.125 tires is to be
expecied. But in a 30-pound package, it's
unexpectedly lithe, And the fal tires most
certainly do thumb their noses at rolling
resistance.
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(Above | Flawdess "=a: o fillet brazing has abeays beeo a trademark of frame-
berilde: Tom Ritchey, w2 buil this Mount-infikes Annapurna frame in his
Califor dia shop. The reicfoce o sheeves, soulvted Lo look like lugs, and the
hardw od plug atop the ha. !t Sarisbem unif are sddims

an ol popular saying, “This fra. has lugwork in where other [rames
doa'l ¢ven have places!™ (Left) The Trek 850's ir shows rims and hubs
anodized black, to match the paint. Br. “ng surl the rims are lef ail-
ver, since brake shoes wear the black & "ring ol way, Mote that the Trek,
like almost all off-road bikes, uses solid ; and axle nuts i stead of quick-
release hubs. Solid axles are stronger tha:  "low quick-rele. &5 axles—a
Fector off-road testers have come to value. b [ o
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Frame Geometry of Fal-Tire Bikes
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| Off-Road Bike

|

| 1\5 nales of thimb peoge use 10 ¢
| ket U PeOPET Wasyp size tor thev ol
1 | ot Torequerily Pesbltin i s becteon of

ML

A Brigid i e
ar EyEhng

Picking the Right
Frame Size on an

r__f

& helmal labiaty

& frame Uhal #5831z
eeawer, bess rigit

| abbe) than necess

thee parme Fules dot

gy folicreed, 1
{ramme fnr 1o kargs
hasdlipg and reed
wihy

dopwnb s, i iechedaes | s ool
and gomifidence W han el
ol erobch do-bop uber ch 81 than on A
nnad bile. This alidws & - b el

ropgecd e o sbeep - E0EMS The

el saxciclbe, i, €1 dies the rider
b Jower i cor her cender f gravity, M
impentanthy, W allows e o0 tin il

woahi dishnbulion, pol o moeC bty
- e e reatf whi 10 privice beel
] hoe tracion - braking. This
L™ il s s pearaatd &
a - rider o sty £t ol and ketp
L sing over e |l 8 O SheER

E 1S

or bemefitiof i - (namee o
a gadgio: Doy glish more

el w oand B ity pen a koot
uneven an.
smalle: A3 5 gren,

the © riedny positewowkded by
(15 1 palee's hamdl ars helps o
ma commdortablie . handiehar
elat o does the COMBRNORKN
of sma v and long iop hele

sl Emosd dhesigners o <fl-nond bifles e
ik ) A opleonal, oxira long sealpo-d [i}
o 12 inchis o 250 1 305 mil
iy b ppiined alooe willh e sl
Bame sizcs. (Remember, yoa need 4
minkniim of 2V inches of seEpost 0
side th froadn. |
e ap— e LT
1 e Bikis i 12 inches, comipared 10
Javy b 10, eches for noad bikes—thus
thye terpy g Peight Cand stnchille chear-
arce) loe & mounban bike s OpROEE
mael 1 inches hagher when oo
pared o a road bike of e ben Brme
g, Sarwoe an oll-yood beke fmed ion mugh
ricding shotbd gre T 10 3 inachres of crokeh
\eaganoe, comparcd with 1o |/ inches
» vl bk, o wsually wank an off
o theee Eches

et 5 by sesacileng the el

wi s, e will evele im (ug-scle
na s of lighbwetght hiking boots
ane | et bk thee D aoff Whee ggrownd.
Man o s the cloamnoe be-
T e il e groand

| w14 meod godred 10 e asied for
gl g, buk rather for smoctl din
ol woeimend, v Can fit # as you

ok & road bike. This will bring e
laidbelars hightr=—a borncll ko some
peophe, a deirmienl for olbcrs—and, de
prending on the Beand of ke you seiccl.
Al bergihes thee log fube L

Enk

b 1 e iRy o e e P
dund Jmana (ke S e e Ane
1S My Cooe Bk Shep (1 Blockield D
Py, CA SN 5 e pulae et s annk
P S Pl

Switch Your Bicycle

toWOLBER TUBULARS

Ride lighter—
Ride better

Ride "WOLBER’!
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