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CRESTED BUTTE TO ASPEN

TOU!

HIGH COUNTRY.

Stony and Photography by David Eppersan

Prarl Pass Tour aftracts oycliti of ol sges — familis comier

ore than 250 meountain bile enihesssts in
vacations around the ride and dozens of groups of

acrass the nation wind theosgh the C [

countryside an the ighib annasl paree g ts chaster buses and planes 1o be in on the sction. For

torwand the L2, 715-foot sument cf Fearl P mast, just the cppostunity to escape the city and workplace,
Kluriker Tour capped o dned and relax, sl wmumﬂg ahare'a comnan

Butte- to- Napan
I!Iht“'-zdl In Crested Buite, the workd's largest
ring of all-road eyt The weel(s kstvities feature ]

roden, a siage sace, courses in
“ulncturers’ symposium on fat-tire Beycles. Thene was
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&t Tira Bile Weak s an event so unhges and
spacial that you e compalled 10 share the
axperience with others. (This page) Thiee frends

enjoy & e afernoon tour through the
countryaide, dwered by the encemity of thelr surmoundings

It s no wonder that mam cuclisis rehem avery year

[Opponite page, 1op) Young Toby's *1 love my dad”
T-shirt seerms 8o foll il all a8 this fatkwr and son beam

thas ol -stswwn trall to the summi. Taby

Irceught his father back again this wear, but he may be
getting foo big 4o get & free ride in the back. “No way™
declares Toby, *Dad just boves this and | figura | can get
him i take me along for ancther 10 pears.™

[Ohppodite page, bottom) Jeff Day and Margaret Broan
sl an altermoon adlde bo fde theough the scenlc upper keap
which o8 a spectacular mountainiop vies of the tcam of
Crestad Butie
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CRESTED BUTTE TO ASPEN: THE
BEGINNINGS

By Charles R. Kelly

) he first Cresed Butie-to-
| Aspen “unker tour” was an
unanganinid

| . and
L completely spontaneous event
the kind that should probably anly

Fappen osce. Mad the nest of the
wesld ot Interfered, it might have only
happened orce. Now it 8 the prgmmber
eotf-rod event, and theee ase 82 least

miles apart and perhaps further apast
culturaly, Asgen b ke as the
playground of the rich; the town 8
well-uapa and expensive. In 1976, the

yenr of the Tirst fnir, Crested Buthe
sported one paved streel {linaed with
nhue-collar bars left over from the
mirirg days], and the summwetme
eoanoeny of the 1 fown was siow.
e group ol robust hexcals, mibchramed
the “Hetshots,” made their summsr?
g fighting fonest fiees for 3580
Four, ared spent & good part of
carnings i the = afe you rendy? —
Gndhstake Sakoon

Crestedd Butte being 56 small and the
strawts 8o nough, many of the mrisdents
owned bown " piripped cne
sprad eriiers of unceriain vinlage
arcistry. Thise vegre used stricily in
toun, the idea of trud
Izing comfined 8o mosorcyches and
ficwuar- e - P

In suhsme 1976, jast when the fire
seamon Wi windng down, a horde of
rrateecycliv from Aspen mads their
torteeus way e Crested Buthe ovwer
12,700 W'ﬂ?lﬂ“’m'ﬂwﬂu

b 1h b0 ba b begilinaate leat

=

the
4 didn't st 1o well with the
Jocabi, espucialy the Hotshoss, who felt
kat By weerre crowded i thell cum
sia Fack Verplank soggesnd that
cna go ot thelr sown bileed for 2
o1 | Aspen and park a boad ol
—_ ks i froni of the Jeroms
prpular Aspen waliring bl
i Bt b god URCET WY
hardy souls aeraaly fesle el
i leaad past of the way e the
o al | 1000 heet. Ctbeers piled
1o e narveral imachs nd
i paried e gresap,
I —, T E
et Hase camp vl the

scerwe o & , with &
wahiches.

The rext diy some of the tracks and
o ke ridiers pushad owar the pass.
Ruchard “"The Rat” Liary, whe bad &
loroken big. achisved a lew momant
i maloriety by riding over in & padded
antiqua eappes hathab bn the back of
& joep. Albert Maura sufigred the first
of n numitar of weary flal fines I a
place that camse i ba known &
Sadbert's Flak = Somehos the crew

Jerome Hosel. Aher celebealing,
evenyone netamed o the Butte wa
trusch, no doubt thinking that that was
the end of that in fect, it was the
beginnieg

Altheigh there was talk back
Crested Bume of the C-ubmhc]
spomsaing the thde a3 an annuA
event, in 1977 thare was no “second
armual” tour. The subject might have
bbeen doegomen had noa o local
frpetanci wriler mentored i N a

artiche that camm i the

aniention al some Morthern Calfornia
rickers, whi were just than developing
what has now becoms the populss
“meuntain” bike. Undet tha
imnpaession that the “tour” was a
regular event, they callec the
Gerubstaka and ssked M tury coddd 90
alang on the 1978 ummlh'I:tpﬂny
Wurmh‘h'iﬂl'pw.ﬁl phone
sabd, “Sure,” and openid the

i
In gﬂtﬂ")ﬂ af 1978, e
Calornia riders, fancy bikes and all,
showed up in Crested Bane, ready for

rerunded up some food and & couple
of tnschs and anmounced i the
surprised locals that dh four was on
again for that year. As finaly
stsombshed, the growp Included eight
riders from Crested Butie, two from
eiher parts of Colowdo and the fve
fram Callformia

Tha bocal riders were hardly
prapared for m‘ml Crast
[ o dedication
Crested Butte m reparted. *Shariy
alser the toiar departed, the first mishap
gocurrad: & fat 5w on Dick “Aschie”
Archileta’s Hurker, The Calfarnia
becays jackkniled ingo action ool
sebevipd alter yaars of experendd
ghmmared in Ew sunbght as the
inirepid Calomians mmoved
wheal, replace the fubse, luned the

spoiors, remaoanbed the whael, sipcid

th conaes @ tad, adyjusted the chain and
h.dﬁuﬁr'tbthhﬂon'lhtmld

n 35 seconds Aatl”

Bevennl cxhir meecharacal problems
thai moening pointed wp thi fact that
the ride, slthough & hghthearted event.
wis nod o joke in o respects A
woirkdreg maching was a Bocesily Al
the breahiowns weti on i
ik, which had nevar baen
o thiss W of tremtmard ard weren't

really buill dor it

Radlors feasted that might on steaks
and beer beought up by Daans
Rending and ancther mndion was
created. The nesxt modring the ke
crew, nover dowm 1o 13, atter the

struggled.

defection of twx rders,

ECYCLE SPORT

staggered and stragghed 1o tha 1o of
the pais, posalinly shower than s one
alse has ever cowened a il ¢ whoe
with a bicycle, wheee they pose: ‘o &
photo. In that phato, the Calfor &
iz s ware obvicas: they all boc - od
smisq because thelr biles works . The
!."flnlvd Butte riders just loaked wugh
Thay were dressed mendy in oo
dm:t‘m itinig wined, and thoir bikes
were all ore-ipoeds uwith ape- arger
handlebars. -
b wx-ar-seven-mile mip down
Peatl Pass, over what 8
passibly the roughe | plece of
road ampahere on e planet,
once again separated the M trcem the
bikis, Al got his yearly a4, and
Richard “The Hai” once aga n jeeped
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Inte) Aspeen when his coaster beake
shatiered (he continued bor awhie by
lﬂmnjAM foot into the front wheel)
Ouatside Aspen everyona regro
aned Boba Sianm 1bdrbuudbaﬂnn;':.!
swhdch were pul on e Tocks o ®a
spoles rubking them woukd simlate
the sound of a motorcycle. Then the
undikly assembly vroomed into Aspen,
whiere they med ot the Jeroms 10 foast
theiir accomplishment

Transporiation back io the Bulle was
a wnghe Basbed nack, which made tha
dhigs-hour drive plled Bigh with bikis

and ridars

Since 1578 the tour has skyrocketed
I popualarity, and this year's ighth
arnisal [#evinth scbaal] had 250
partcipants. |n a shon Bne Cresed

Butte bas becamst 1hs hardcore off-
soad center of the United States, &
place whete perhaps half the ressdants
wien Tat-tire bikes, mary of them
cusiom modes The Hosshow don't go
of tha Bour , sinon th
emphasks has shifted From pariying 1o

bicichin. Mo these are
aces, fours, evenls, teama, publcry
wou name it Crested Butte-jo At B
& great ride. But oo Bme, it was 2 hel
of a party

Hely missed the fra “ldunker tour'” —
bt he's mansged fo ride dvery oo
nce. It's o record he's proud of, one
that he shares with andy Iwo alfsrs.
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H-ramd bioycle racing i rapidly growing —

nowhete was the competitive Spirl mone

apparent than in Cresed Butte, The Paradise

Divide stage race was the conber of excilament
the day bafore the tour and much ol the altention was
focused on the strong Ross Buoyckes Team. Thint appeared
o have thw best chance sgainst locals Don and Steve
Cook in the 30-mile road race and the eriteram through
tha o SRS

But thw Ritchey MousainBikes Team thoow o euree of
its own, sgning up 1983 Coors moad champion Dale
Stgting 1o head B squad. When the dust weted, Stetina
(baticen, befth and Steve Cook (botiom, cender) ted for the
osrnll champiorship, Ress Team captain Clark Roberts
wai & §teong thind. Marin Coanty, Califoeria racer Jacaque
Phalen, alias Abce B. Toe Clips (botiom, righal,
thee wailen's Competison.

(Top) The criterium start the Boru st included
tep talents Tom Ritchey, Gang . Steve Mclrtoak, and
Don Davis. (Center) Rioss Team hotshos Jm Harlow ked
tha chase group through the tight comens of Crested
Bune.

Many non-compstitive fdens used race cday as an
apparturity 1o escape 1o the high oantry lor some
peacebul craising. (Far lelt] A ride on a path winding
theragh & mountainside Aspen growe provides for quiet
enjoyment, far from the dn of the orosd
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s you histl and pufl your way o the summit of
Pearl Pass, & I8 somewhat comiorting to nole
that over 100 yoars before, some of eur
ancaitars may have been the same
wall They, howswes, wete not riding lancy, high-tbech
transpart, Pack mukes and wagons wese the whiches of

thair

the bigge gold sirke since Calihormia. Thote i
areals found every -t claimed, so they moved west lo
the Gunnison-Cpested Butle-Aspen anea. Accondinghy.
Pearl Pass, which follows an old U Indian route, was
fulll n 18R] a8 n ~ack mall conmecting Aspsen and Crested
Butbe. The trail fea: o5 some of the roughest temain in the

5 ot misch warse than weny
dfficult. The real troul = b o on the Aspen sidg — an
eighteen mile 1oam- 1

Pearl Pass officla wnid for trnfiic im 1BRZ,

2 kil by 1885 R ofically apened o

fat:tire enthusiast made the
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